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Editorial
Some thing for  everyone
this month. I'm determined
to give every reader the best
value possible throughout
the whole magazine, because
let's face it, without you, the

reader, we wouldn't be here at all. That's
why we've got the awesome SoundStudio
as this month's main application (check
out the CD audio track for taste of what it
can do) backed up by the brilliant Chaos
Engine 2 from those Bitmap Brothers. In

the mag you'll find a complete trouble-
shooting guide to printers and everything
you need to know about making music
with your Amiga. As for 'Graphics
Overdrive', that comes in the form of the
first review of the Cybervision 3D card
and a round-up of stacks of shareware
graphics software.

Feature
2 0  T u rn  y o u r  A m i g a  i n t o  a
Pro f e s s io n a l  S o u n d  S t u d i o
With th is month's revolutionary OctaMED SoundStudio
cover disk software you have the unique opportunity of
transforming your Amiga into a 16-bit multi-channel music
machine with  hard disk recording! You just won 't  believe
the possib ilit ies that are now open to you, whatever Amiga
you have. Th is is the big t ime!

2 8  Pri n t e rs :  P r o b l e m  So l v e d !
We've all got them: prin ters and problems. The combination
of a prin ter and an Amiga can be a minefield of troubles,
but once you know the tricks of the trade it 's plain sailing
to p rin te r perfection. Larry Hickmott  is here to explain
everything you need to  know to get the whole lo t working
in complete harmony, along with  a top ten chart of Amiga-
friendly printers, details of all the various types of printer
technology and a hefty question and answer section.

Cover Disks and Su' er CD-ROM
8 O c t a M E D  So u n d St u d i o
This really is the ultimate Amiga music pack-
age in every sense, light years ahead of
OctaMED 6_ On page 8 you'll find a brief intro-
duction to the program, while  a fuller feature
can be tracked down on page 20 (see above).

6  T h e  C h a o s  E n g i n e  2
Finally it's arrived. The long-awaited
exclusive cover disk demo of the Bitmap's
instant classic awaits you. A fierce blast for
either one or two players.

1 2  Su p e r  C D
-
R O M  8
Leading the way in Amiga CD-ROMs, we
continue with another disc packed with web
sites, games, utilities, graphics, demos and
everything from the floppy disk edition, plus
an exclusive CD audio track created with  th is
month's OctaMED SoundStudio package.
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COVER DISKS •

cover
over disk 1 5 2

O ct aME D
SoundStudio
OK, first things first, make sure
you write  protect the disk
before you go any further.

Installation of OctaMED
SoundStudio is very straight-
forward. Load up Workbench
and forma t a couple of blank
disks. Then insert disk 152
and double click on it. The
disk window will open up to

reveal a pair of Icons. Double click on the
first icon and in a few moments you will be asked to insert a
blank disk and press return. Follow the on-screen instructions
and disk one will be unpacked to the floppy for you. Write pro-
tect your new OctaMED SoundStudio disk one, and repeat the
procedure for disk two by clicking on the second icon and
inserting the second blank disk when prompted. The OctaMED
SS disks aren't bootable; to use them you will have to start
Workbench first. There are two icons in disk one titled
Floppy_assigns and Floppy ionts .  Click on these and every-
thing is ready to run. Hard disk users will have to depack to
floppies first, as described above. There is no HD installer, you
will have to transfer the files yourself. Click on the readme_
first! icon in disk one for full instructions on how to do this.

IF Y O UR DI S K/ CD W O N ' T  L O AD
We ge to greet trunble to ensure that the CU Amiga Magazine cover disks mill work on tOMM011 Amiga mod-
els. However if you do experience problems tallow this simple guide.
I: Remove all unnecessarl 1/miracle5 and periphesah, such as pointers end inetkons. Some trapdoor
expansions can also cause problems.
2: Follow tine instructioes on this and previous pages !lady
3: Contact our 3 b
i r c h  d i s k  
p e o p l
e :  
D I S K A
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S .  
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RATER, GLOUCISTtRSHIRE G1b4 211(1, TEL 81451
Tat 11451 811714 InsaiL1041714,334csmpaservacam
Pt they advise that the disk is lenity. IN in yam details in the fame below. old seed this lents Arms with the
faulty cover disk and a 25p stamped self addressed envelope Is:
CU Amiga Wawa's Disk Returns, DISLIPRESS. I WILLOW COURT, BOURION INDUSTRIAL PARA. 1011RTON•ON•THE.
WATER, GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL54 ZHU TEL 11451 111111
We also vigorously virus check our cover disks set a hroodeil virus checkec II some escape oat attention roe
Callitie t assu me  re sp o u sitUb ig  fo r i t.

HAUL

ADDRESS: ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  — ............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ME OF AMIGA OWNED; ................... . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . . .  _DISK . . . . .

DESCRIBE EUSTIS WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU TNT TO HMO THE DISK:

c*ctions
Cover disk 1 5 3
The Chaos Engine 2

Welcome to the amazing Chaos
Engine 2. You will be glad to
know that this game needs no
installation -  I'm sure you are all
itching for some Steampunk
action, so just switch on, boot
from disk 153 and go!

After a few moments you will
be presented with an option
screen. Move the joystick up
and down to pick your selec-
tion, then press fire. First you
are asked to chose a one or
two player game, then you are
offered a choice of four char-

acters to play. The Navvie is slow
and dumb but totally nails, the Gentleman fast and clever but

weak, the Brigand average but smart and the Mercenary average but
aggressive. Once you have chosen, press fire again and soon you
will be presented with a briefing screen which tells you what to do.
Fire will end this and get you to the action.

Gameolay is quite straightforward. To progress through the level
you must switch wall switches by walking up to them and pressing
fire, and open doors (if you have a key) in a similar way. Any dyna-
mite you may find can be thrown by pointing in the way you want it
chucked and holding the fire button for a few seconds, and you can
shoot the nasties by n o ,  you can figure that one out yourselves.

The level ends when one or other player has made their way to
the last door with the key, so watch out. Your so-called partner may
suddenly turn on you just when you thought you were safe...
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Grab images with
your carocordt

tncluding S-V1- t

or, Take a signal from st
TV with SCARF' output

or. Use the signal from
your satellite receNer

or, Grab TV or video
pKtures from your
VCR S video output
including S-VHS
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ProGrab Plus' E129. 95 E
PCMCIA Interlace 0 E39.95 E

ProTeIN Teletext Decoder @ E44.95 E
Standard Stereo Sampler @ E19.9S E

Ito-FI Stereo Sampler 0 E24.95 E
Standard Delivery El 12/3 Working Days! E

or an acidionnar E.3 for Next Vicrting Day Delivery E
TOTAL E

Card No

Expiry Date fi n

The revolutionary S-VHS ProGrabTM 24RT Plus with Teletext is not only the best way to get
crisp colour video images into your Amiga, from either live broadcasts or taped recordings, i

also costs less than any of its rivals. This real time PAUSECAM/NTSC* 24-Bit colour frame
grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of image grabbing on the Amiga and, at the same
time, has received rave reviews for its ease of use and excellent quality results. ProGrabnl
has earned honours from just about every Amiga magazine and Video magazines too!
And... with ProGrab' you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technology, a
simple 3 stage operation ensures the right results - Real T ime, a f te r  t ime.

STAGE 1...
Select any video source with S-VHS or composite output. This

could be your camcorder, IV with SCART output. satellite
Tceiver. domestic VCR/player or standard IV signal passint

through your VCR/player... the choice is yours.

STAGE 2...
ProGiabis Software, select an image you

wish to capture using Me on screen preview
window and Grab 'because the hardware grabs
frames in rear time, there no need for a freeze

frame facility on the source device!).
Once grabbed, simply download

aid view the full image on your
Amiga screen. ProGrab alsc
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and capturing faulty from IV or satellite sources.

STAGE 3...
Use the grabbed' image with your twourrte word
processor DIP or graphics package.

ProGrab really does make
it that simple'

1:00

I enclose a Cheque/Bank Draft/Postal Order for I

Postcode:

Evening Phone:

Valid From: o n

Overseas Customers...
Please call for prices, shipping etc.
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TECH DISK

aMEoun
"Fr ankly t h er e  is n o  o t h er  s o f t w a r e
t h a t  c a n  t o u c h  i t  in a n y  d ep ar t -
men t " ,  w e  said  w h e n  w e  r ev i ew ed
O c t a M E D  S o u n d S t u d i o  last  year ,
rat ing i t  a t  a  j aw - d r o p p i n g  9 4 % !
N o w  th is s t unn ing  p i ece  o f  mu s i c
so f t w ar e  is yours,  o n l y
w i t h  C U  A m i g a  Ma g a z i n e .

Fabulous features
• Up to 64 sample channels
• 16-bit sound card support
• 14-bit output from a standard Amiga
• 65kHz maximum output rate
• Stereo panning for each track
• Record audio direct to disk
• Make your own audio CDs
• Mix and match 8/16 bit stereo/mono samples
• Load and save WE WAV, VOC, RAW & AIFIF samples

-
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accolade of Ultimate
Amiga Music
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SoundStudio. The OctaMED
series has been running for many
years, gradually improving with
each new update, but until

SoundStudio, it
was limited by
the basic con-
straints of the
Amiga's 8-bit
four channel
sound chip.
Those con-
straints are
now blown
clean away, as
SoundStudio
opens up a
world of possi-
bilities, such

as 64 sample channels, 14-bit
output from any Amiga, 16-bit
output via a range of sound cards,
realtime echo effects, stereo
panning for each track
even direct to disk
recording in stereo 16
bit on any Amiga,
which makes it possi-
ble to master tracks to
hard drive and copy
them to audio CD with
nothing more than
your Amiga and a CD-
ROM writer!

MIDI musicians are
catered for too. A
complete MIDI system
can be driven from
SoundStudio with
ease, even seemlesslv
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_1  Edit

incorporated with your existing
sample-based set-up. You'll find
the audio track on this month's
cover CD-ROM was produced
with just such a combination of
MIDI and Amiga samples.

SoundStudio performs a range
of minor miracles whether you've
got a 2Mb A500 Plus, a tooled up
A4000T with a 16 bit card and CD-
ROM writer or anything in
between, transcending the previ-
ous limits of your Amiga and turn-
ing it into an incredibly powerful
music-making machine.

Getting started
If you have the CD edition the
best way to find out what
SoundStudio can do is to load
one of the demo modules on
this month's CD. Otherwise find
at least one multi-channel mod-
ule to load and play. Select Open
from the Project menu and
then use the standard file
requester to choose a
SoundStudio module from the
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relevant section of the disk or CD.
Before you play the module,

make sure you have the 'mixing'
mode activated. To do this, select
Set Options from the Song menu
and click on the 1-64 Ch Mixing
button, followed by Exit. This
takes SoundStudio out of stan-
dard Amiga four channel mode
and into its own special multi-
channel retargetable audio mode.

Next you can select your pre-
ferred output mode. Go to the
Settings menu and select Mixing
Settings. This gives you a number
of main output options listed at
the top left of the box. If you have
one of the 16-bit sound cards
included in the list, select that, If
not you can still use the Amiga
14-bit option for high quality out-
put from the standard Amiga
audio chip.

The other settings are also
important to get the best sound
quality from your set-up, but for
now just click the Stereo button
and then Exit. Now click the top
Play button next the Song on
the Main Control panel to hear
the tune.

You'll notice the pulldown
menus change as you select dif-
ferent sections of the program. If
at any time you want to get back
to the main menus, click on the
Main Control panel to activate it
and the available menus will
change. If you close any of the
editors or panels you can always
bring them back by selecting
them from the Display menu. Any
that aren't listed in the Display
menu can be actiYated from other
menu options.

21 Instrument Properties I uITJ
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Online help
At any time you can call up the
AmigaGuide online help docu-
ment by pressing the Help key.
This is a fairly comprehensive
guide to the many different areas
of the program and should
answer most questions and prob-
lems that arise as you find your
way around. •

W h e r e  next?
Now you've had a brief
introduction to OctaMED
SoundStudio you can get
started on our new tutorial
series, the first part of which
can be found on page 82. But
before you dive into that you
could take a look at our
feature on page 20, which has
everything you need to know
about turning your Amiga
into a complete professional
sound studio.

ITCH DISE

Sample List
This is a way of saving time when you want to
load in a new sample. Instead of fishing around
on a range of disks and drives to find the right
instrument, you can use this to browse your
sound collection from a pre-loaded list of all your
instrument directories. This is very handy if you
have a hard drive with a number of different
sample directories, and especially useful if you
are limited to working from floppy disks. If your
chosen sample is on a floppy or an unmounted
disk, you'll be asked to insert the relevant disk
by name.

To add your own sample directories to the
list, go to the Display menu and select Sample
List Editor. You can then add a number of direc-
tories which will be scanned for filenames and
added to the Sample List. Select Save List to
save the changes.

M a i n  controls
The main control panel houses some of the more commonly used buttons and also offers quick
access to four of the most often used sub-editors. The top left corner houses the playing control
buttons: Play and Continue for both the whole song and the current bock, plus Stop. The D button
sets SoundStudio in record standby mode, started whenever you next press a key, Along the bot-
tom of the Main Control panel are three check boxes: Edit toggles edit mode in which your key-
board presses are recorded onto the current track. Space turns on double-space mode (can be
altered to any spacing you require) and Chord allows you to enter chords from the keyboard (limit-
ed on Al200 due to a hardware fault). The Oct button displays the current octaves assigned to the
keyboard. The top section displays the current instrument number, its name and its length
in bytes.

The four buttons in the middle of the panel open up the sub-editors below:

:0111111181111111111810111

• i
f

Writ' Fret

mtcnow I
 ? les esll k Limp ItsPlica Igrdi (nit 1  L t_ satop it stiounth„i

sAlart bCI tamp esna k t
i
r  e s / T V

C D S
v
i l i

i  I pitBil a sail. I e ruttooPiiarc S F i e V i l k t  S lap 6s iloeps/
kirk: motesflostripoots/
liork:Samptes(Tie oaks/
itiorklosylostlirops/
ilorklasylevIX/
liorES Iti/Driols/

«Pm; !nt   i r   Next I  nt>>  *ext r . >
,
j j  F I I P S 1 1 1

_
(lit

Type
An instrument in SoundStudio is not necessarily
an 8-bit Amiga sample. lit could be 8-bit or 16-bit
stereo or mono. It doesn't actually have to be a
sample at all. I t could be a synthetic sound made
in the Synth Sound Editor or a hybrid cross
between a synth sound and a sample. It could
even be an external sample, which is a neat way
of cuing a sample via MIDI from a second Amiga
running SoundStudio. If you have an Aura sam-
pler you can set certain sounds to replay through
it, likewise with a Toccata card, However, these
last two selections are only relevant if you are
using standard four channel mode (as opposed
to 1-64 channel mixing mode),

0 instrument Type

Exit

[mi
tJ sample M a t t e s

j  Xylmid E I N W A I N IExtSample  •  •
J Synthetic j j  stereor  16-bit

Output Deuice
I 1 r  RmiyaPure

J Toccata

Props
This jumps to the Instrument Properties window.
It offers quite precise control over certain aspects
of each instrument. For example, the Hold and
Decay values allow you to set default values for
the sustain and release times of each instrument.
This is also where you set up any MIDI instru-
ments to be used in your tracks. If you are using
the 1-64 Channel Mixing mode you can also set
up ping-pony loops for sampled instruments, in
which the sound is first played forwards, then
backwards and repeated indefinitely.

Edit
This will take you to the sample editor, unless you
have selected a synth sound, in which case you'll
see the synth sound editor instead. The sample
editor is a very powerful part of SoundStudio, giv-
ing you precise control over your sampled instru-
ments. This allows you to individually edit every
byte of your samples, either by drawing on the
waveform display with the mouse, or with the
help of the many editing and effect options.
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AMIGA POWER SUPPLY E34.99
CLOCK CARTRIDGE E19.99
CACHE CM'S E44.99
EPIC ENCYCLOPEDIA
CD(full version) E19.99MOUSE E12.99

3.5' HARD DRIVE CABLE E17.50
2.5' HARD DRIVE CABLE E9.99
FRESH FONTS CD E19.99
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' m e m o r y  expansions include unique software that will enable the maximum amount of merrK
ry to be used even with a PCMCIA fitting device.,

RLY DOUBLES THE' E D  OF A l

Our highly rated, top quality feature packed modems are ideal for
• users .  All modems include our FREE MODEM ACCESSORIES

(worth w h i c h  includes a cable to connect the modem
t it he Amiga. NCOMM comms software. Amiga Guide to Comms and
a list of Bulletin Boards from which you will be able to download vast

Amounts of free software as well as have access to E-MAIL facilities.
P 2 4  Error Correction • IVINP 5 Data Compression • Fax
I and II compatible. Group 3 • Hayes Compatible • Full

0 page manual • 12 Months guarantee

9.99
£ 3
4
.
9 9

4MB MEMORY EXPANSION £ 6 9 . 9 9
8MB MEMORY EXPANSION £ 8 9 . 9 9
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ALSO AVAILABLE...
EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE E 4 9 . 9 9
A600/111200 INTERNAL
FLOPPY DRIVE E 4 4 . 9 9
A500 INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE E 4 9 . 9 9

WORLD OF Al200 CD and TOP 100 Al200
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TOTAL SCSI CD-ROM DRIVE
Fully featured SCSI CD-ROM drive for use with the A l
4600. Features include superb metal enclosure with
mains power supply. Includes all software, cables and in
lions for immediate use. Full CD32 emulation and Audio
player software included. No extras needed! Just plug in and

Choose either PCMCIA fitting Squirrel interface or internal-
ly fitting Dataflyer SCSI interface.

ULTRA
CD-ROM
DRIVE

Superb IDE CD-ROM drive system for
the 41200. Fully featured, top quality
drives IN a top quality enclosure with
built in power supply. All cables,

uc l io j istiftware including CD32 emulator and audio CD
r et tfo included for immediate use. The CD-ROM interface
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 and provides a connector in the blanking plate at the rear
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SE PHONE FOR FURTHER
I S  AND INFORMATION SHEET

EDIAVISION RENO CD-ROM
SQUIRREL E114.99 S I "

Superb top quality CD ROM DRIVE
mplete with Squirrel for imme
late use on  the Amiga

Al200 o r  a6CK). Includes
CD32 emulation, audio CD
player etc as well as its own
CO power supply, cables etc.
Can also be used as  a

rsonal audio CD player l Lnd i
stereo headphones!‘, IP

L169 .9 9
1 9 9 . 9 9

high speed 2.5 IDE hard drives
r the Amiga 41200 & 4600 corn-
ers come complete with fitting

cable, screws, partitioning soft-
ware, full instructions and 12;
months guarantee. All drives

u r  s puked by us are formatted.partitioned a n d  h a v e
Workbench (WB2 for the 4600

and WB3 for the Al200) installed
for immediate use. Fitting is incredibly simple; if you can plug
the mouse into the mouse socket, you can plug the hard drive
into the hard drive socket

FREE IWIILE-YOU-WAff FITTING SERVICE FOR PERSONAL CALLERS. PLEASE PHONE FOR APPOINTMENT.

FOR MAIL ORDER

No.1
FOR AMIGA

IN MANCHESTER
Order NOW for

immediate despatch

(Credit /Switch card sales  Only)

for enquiries
tel.: 0161 796 5279

fax: 0161 796 3208

Send cheques or
postal orders

(made payable to
Siren Software)

or credit card details to:-

SIREN
SOFTWARE,

178 BURY NEW RD,
WHITEFIELD,

MANCHESTER
M45 6QF,
ENGLAND

, Ac c c s g; . Vis a,  Switch. Delt ,  .
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OPEN:
- Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm

Saturday 9am to 12pm
Personal callers

welcome.
Please phone fi rst to

check availability
o f any item.

DIRECTIONS:
From The M62 Junction 17

head towards Bury.
We are 50 yards on

the right hand side after
the third set of lights.

The door to our premises
is next t o

Polar opposite
sons Pub.
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ZIP DRIVES
osighry rated SCSI drive
ad store 100mb per 1 0
0cartridge. C o m e s
Complete with power
suppry. SCSI  c able,
vlstructions and cartridge.

APOLLO A l200
ACCELERATORS

•  APOLLO 1230
4 k l  L I T E  0 9 . 9 9

1-101 quality low cost 68030 accelerator with'
MMU and FPU all running at 33rnt). Built in battery

backed clock. Easy trapdoor fitting. Amazing
, mime for such a low price, Will take a 4rnlo or 8mb SIM
• PcmaA compatible even with 8mb! Not PCMCM compa
, *nib fitred

r r : 1
1
2 : 1
1
1 : :
=

the features you asked for at an affordable price! High
tormance 68030 with FRI and MMU running at 40mhz.
72pin SIMM sockets can take upto 32mb each. Simms can -
be mixed a  4mb and Smb will give 12mbl and can be sin-
gle or double sided. Fully PCMCIA compatible regardless of
now much memory is fitted. Easy g  with
battery backed clock

APOLLO
124.0/128
68040/68060-i.MMU
1.1200 accelerator, Features
battery backed clock and a 72 pin
socket for a standard 72 pin SIMM lup to
hey featured, fan cooled trapdoor fitting ac

ZIP DRIVES 0 . 5 9 . 9 9  OR
E1 0 0 . 9 9  with Squirrel
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•  TOTAL CD-ROM DRIVES
2 speed E1 2 9 .9 9
4 speed £ 1 7 9 .9 9
6 speed E2 1 9 .9 9
8 speed E2 5 9 .9 9
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o r t r t 7 4 ,  or Surf Scrub rot

ULTRA 4 SPE
ULTRA 8 SPEED

RENO CD WITH SQUIRREL E.1.1.4.99

240/au
APOLLO 1240/40

Atilay-0 1260/50
ir 4MB SIMM E 1 9 . 9 9

8MB SIMM E 3 9 . 9 9  OR
16MB SIMM £ 7 9 . 9 9  WHEN
32MB SIMM £ 1 6 9 . 9 9  WHEW.
PURCHASED WITH AN APOLLO ACCELEI
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CD-RONS

What's on Super
O c t a M E D  So u n d St u d i o ,  C h a o s
En g in e  2  d e m o  a n d  w h o l e  l o t  m o r e
o n  t h i s  m o n t h ' s  t o p  q u a l i t y  C D .

H o w  to  use C U C D 8
As with prior cover CDs, CUCD8 can be used either by booting on a
CD32 or 4120014000 with adequate CD32 emulation. The CD will not
boot under any Kickstart earlier than 3.0. If using the CD via Workbench
and intending to run software directly off the CD then it's important to
first click on the 'Init CD' icon. This sets up various assigns and makes
MUI 3.6 temporarily available if it is not already installed. It's worth noting
that running software directly from CD is a touch-and-go business. While
we've gone to a lot of effort to make many programs run from the CD,
others may have to be dragged to your hard drive either manually or by
running an included installer. 'Init CD' also runs the New Icons patch so
don't be surprised if the icons change afterwards.

A  w o r d  on  demos  and games
Demos and games are almost never coded in a so-called OS Legal
way. That means that while they may work for us, they might not
work for you for several reasons. Either your hardware set-up is
slightly different or some third party software running on your Amiga
may upset the demo or consume resources that the demo/game
requires. Please do not assume the CD is simply 'faulty' if any of this
software refuses to run.

It simply isn't practical for us to make everything on the CD run on
every possible hardware / software configuration. The majority of files
will be fine on the majority of systems, but the further away your sys-
tem is from the norm, the more that won't work on it, Do not be too
surprised if you find some software doesn't work on your half meg
Kickstart 11 A500 or your Power PC accelerated 4000T, the people
who wrote the software probably didn't have one to check it on.

There are things you can do to make the software more likely to
run. Closing down any other software, screens and so on will free up
resources. Best of all copy the demo/game onto your hard drive and
then boot with no startup sequence. This involves resetting and hold-
ing down both mouse buttons then click on 'boot with no startup-
sequence.' You'll then be placed into the AmigaDOS so you'd need to
know enough about that aspect of your Amiga to navigate to where
the offending software is and run it. As a general rule, if the game or
demo still doesn't work then it's incompatible with your machine.
Some demos will only ever work when run in this fashion. If you get
a requester asking for a specific volume then the software needs
'assigns' set up and so is fairly likely it has an installer that should
have been run.

Finally, if you are having problems getting anything to run, please
please make sure you have read all the documentation before you
send your CD to Siberia in fury!

C h a o s  Engine  2
Here at CU Amiga Magazine we like to bring you the best there is.
Second best just isn't enough. We'll fight people to get the good
stuff if we have to, but there was no need to strap on the old knuckle
dusters this month when this beauty turned up. Chaos Engine 2 is
one of the best games to hit the Amiga in ages, and if you don't
believe me, there is a full level here for you to try out, with four char-
acters to choose from and the excellent split screen two payer mode
ready to rock! The are separate AGA and A500 versions on the CD.

W h a t ' s  in your  drawers
Aaah• the sun is shin-
ing and the birds have
broken into song. It
must be that CUCD
time of the month!
Readers who have
used a CU Amiga CD-
ROM before will find
everything fairly famil-
iar. CUCDB is set up
as a Workbench disk,
and can be booted
from on an appropri-
ate machine. Clicking the INITCD icon will set up your system to run
from the CD properly. The first thing that you may notice as a result
of clicking on this is that all the icons change - don't panic, this is the
the excellent NewIcons system, not some obscure virus.

The Workbench 3.1 drawers such as Prefs, System, Utilities and
Tools are in the root directory.

The  audio  t r a c k
This month's audio track is called Giraffe, by our esteemed editor and
music maestro Tony "the Organ" Horgan. This great track (I had to
say that, he's the boss) demonstrates the capabilities of OctaMED
SoundStudio. If you want to know more, you can read all about it in
the feature article on page 25.

In the  roo t  d irectory of  C U C D 8
OctaMED Sound Studio
Judging by the num-
ber of mods we get
sent every month,
there are a lot of you
out there who are into
making music. If you
are one of them, then
you needed this. This
is THE Amiga sound
package, 94% rated
when we reviewed it
in our September 96
issue. Yep this is it,
the latest package.
Well what would you
expect us to give you? Some old version of OctaMED? Nab, not us.
The full Monty, as our antipodean CD editor would say.

A sample 16-bit track can be found in the parent directory of the
samples drawer (the audio track from September 96). Select the open
menu option, then click on parent from the file requester to locate it.

j  1 1 1 1 9 6  141A• E • P i
0114••••1

tr i i ti t6

1 4 m

ChacoliGnedfl u

P o c i u  de  P r e f s  U t i l i t
l u c

us- 1  Enttc.

LU LU

' a . • Ys•

• r  •  - - -  -1 s • • •  • ,• • •  s••
,
'

• F e w.

T

i nA lc i
r
\P•

s•;
- 
.
s
a
7
-

t ▪ ibt

,,..)• • • • • •  •  • • • : ' , " ! . .

a t o M i n o

t o e  P I M  I A  b i t

I
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

____
_
__
_

g e m * .  • - • • • • •
• • •
•
:
.
: • :
: •
= 6
7
.
• • :

t a . , , Ams . .  I  f o r t e . .

-

— 1  %•••••• 0 .  •

Using C U C D 8  on non Arnigas
If you don't have a CD-ROM for your Amiga out have access to a CD-
ROM on another computer, you may still be able to get a lot out of
CUCD8. Files can be copied onto PC formatted 720k disk, then
loaded into your Amiga using CrossDos, which came as standard
with Workbench versions 2 and higher. If you don't know how to use
CrossDos, you will find it fully explained in the Workbench manual
Don't expect anything to run from the CD however
.
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Products
News
Contacts
Who is Cluikrakl•

IMO

Utilities
Multivievv, Clock and some tools for working with Newlcon images
can be found here.
Tools
Contains the Workbench 3,1 tools drawer
Profs
The Workbench 3.1 preferences drawer and Newlcon prefs.
System
The 3.1 system drawer plus support fi les .
-
T he  l a t e s t  
v e r s i o n s  
o f  
M U I

3.6, PPShow, Visage, Flick, Parnet, Newlcons, HappyENV GMPlay,
Hippoplayer, Play16, DeliTracker and SuperView are all crammed here
to aid access to the rest of the CD.
bVWW
Who needs a modem when you have CUC08? We've taken a load of
web sites and stuck them on the CD for you to browse at a speed that
would give the fastest modem a nervous breakdown. 'Browse and
Aweb are both here for you to use, just click on the one of your
choice and get browsing. The QuikPak, Phase5 and PIOS websites are
all here, so you can make up your own mind as to who has the safest
pair of hands for the future of the Amiga. All the latest and greatest
products can be previewed on the websites of HiCi. Blittersoft,
Cloanto and the AmigaMall.

Surf of the month pages include a Red Dwarf site, the met office
pages (don't expect today's weather), and in keeping with this
month's musical theme we've chucked in websites from Japanese
music electronics giants Yamaha, Roland and British mixing desk
masters Soundcraft.

Inside the  C U C D  d r a w e r
On-line
All sorts of utilities for the net-heads amongst you, including mail-
watch, Voodoo, AmiTalk, the Aminet index and a bunch of toolbar
icons for IBrowse.
Programming
Birds do it, bees do it, even educated fleas do it. let's do it, let's code
a chunky to planar routine. And if you aren't sure where to start, how
about the full, complete source code for Alien Breed 302? The ques-
tion on everyone's lips w h o  will compile it first? If Unix is more your

flavour, check out the Ixemul developers
kit and get that Unix emulation library to sing
your tune. All this lost on you? Yearning for do w h i l e  loops and
sprite banks? Check out the AMOS FAQs! We cater for all tastes.
Graphics
More anims to tickle your fancy arid lots of icons, around 40Mb of
objects for users of Imagine, fractals, trekkie pics and more.
Readers
Lots here this month, including some stuff we couldn't cram onto last
months disk such as Georges Segal's 8Mb Imagine anim, some great
organic art by Joel Nicklasson, and some nice hand drawn and
composites by Jon Scutt. Great games include Space Farming, an
enormous SF strategy game by 'king' Knut Olav Loite, utils include an
X-ftles guide so detailed it's spooky and the amazing Global Mapping
System. Animator Dale Hemenway shows of his new Zip drive by
sending us 34 Mb tool
Demos
Check Out the entries to the Party '96 demo competition for the cut-
ting edge of Amiga demo programming. Some of these require fairly
powerful computers to run, so check any accompanying text files first.
Information
The latest version of the AmigaGuide to the Amiga's shared libraries,
All those libraries that have been hanging around on your hard drive
for years that even Mulder and Scully couldn't explain fully document-
ed. Also the latest updates on Team Amiga.
Utilities
Check out MagicMenu, an intuition improver, and the amazingly useful
SearchGuide, which can save a lot of hunting when you are looking for
something buried deep inside a big AmigaGuide.
Sound
Check out the latest version of the brilliant Hippoplayer, the player that
copes with more sound formats than anything else. This is the one we
use as our default payer for all the mods on CUCD-ROMs_ There is also
a MIDIplayer with a bunch of sample midi tracks and another stack of
mods to keep your neighbours awake late into the night.
Games
Hey, who needs all this boring serious stuff, where are the games?
Here, you wingnut! Check Out Deface, a great little puzzler, and the
demo of the 256 colour high-res demolition derby that is Burnout. There
are also a selection of Worms levels and replacement sounds and some
card sets for Klondike.

Driving C U C D s
Generally driving CUCDs is as simple as clicking on an icon of
something you want to run, play, see etc. You should find it will
automatically activate a player, viewer or run the program without
further ado. Of course if you access CUCD from a directory utility,
then you can use your own choice of players, viewers etc. on the
specific files.

We can't emphasise enough the importance of clicking on any
readme or other documentation files inside each directory. There's
simply too much material for us to detail here so you'll have to
explore, read the documentation and see if each program or what-
ever is of use or interest to you.

So have fun exploring CUCD8 and don't forget to send us any
work of your own so we can include it on later CDs! Also feel free
to write into the magazine and tell us what you'd like to see on
future CDs or how you'd like to see them organised. Address all
letters of this topic to CD Editor. Enjoy!
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All entries, including artwork must come to us on one or more disks. Otherwise they can
be uploaded to our FIP site as detailed here.

Make sure you label your disks clearly with your name aid address, the lame of
what you are sending in and the category it is being sent into Llikt the or, ap,isitel•

Important: we cannot accept autobooting disk•hased software li:ntle
° o n  t h ,  D .  W erequire files which can be used or run from the CD-ROM. Please include all the relevant

details regarding system requirements and usage instructions within an ascii text docu•
ment with your submissions.

Please complete the following form and enclose it with year disks:

System regoirements for the enclosed files
.

My name'

My address and postcode
.

My phone number

• • • • • • • • • • •

I hereby acknowledge that the material enclosed is
of my own creation and'or I own the
copyright to the material and grant CU Amiga
Magazine the rights to publish this material on a
forthcoming cover CD-ROM.

D o  y o u  h a v e
s o f t w a r e ,  a r t w o r k ,
u t i l i t ies ,  m o d s ,  g a m e s  o r  a n y  o t h e r
A m i g a  c re a t i o n s  t h a t  y o u  t h i n k  a r e
w o r t h y  o f  i n c l u s i o n  o n  a  S u p e r  C D ?
If  s o ,  g e t  t h e m  t o  u s  n o w  a n d  g i v e
y o u r  w o r k  a  w o r l d w i d e  a u d i e n c e .
T h e  b e s t  m u s i c  m o d u l e  e a c h  m o n t h
e v e n  g e t s  r e c o r d e d  o n t o  t h e  C D  a s
a n  a u d i o  t ra c k !

Send your
contributions including the form (left) to:
CO Contributions, CU Amiga Magazine, 30-32
Farringdon Lane, London RIR 341.
If you want to send it to us via our F1P site or Email then this is also
welcome. We would suggest that you include all of the information on the postal form
left in an accompanying doc to make sure your entry is processed properly. Our email
and FIP addresses are:
Internet HP: ftyLco-amiga.co.ok'u5ersZol-smigolincomitI0
OR EMail (MIME Italy): cd-contrib@cu-raligaxtuk
Conditiens
I. What 11011/ send to us mast be your own creatifin or you must own the copyrigM for it. Please indicate
this in the relevant space Gil the term
2 It will he assumed that any entry we receive, in the teem we 'ocelot it, will he ketly redisinhutable
unless otherwise stated
3 The publishieg rights lei all items semi in es malted lot inclusion, whethei public domain, shareware
or commercially copytighted will he assumed assigned to as lor the Imposes of placement on a CU
Amiga Magazine CD-ROM lull title and original copyright lot all items Females with the creator
4. CU Amiga Magazine makes no Om fit paymeet whatsoever lot material marked tot inclusion which is
published nn a CU Amiga ingenue CD•ROhl
5. Because el the anticipated volume el eettles we will mot be able to Wein your wok.
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Replacement Mice
Nies.'Mouse 400  •
MegaMouse Plus (3 Button)
Optical Mouse
New Golden Image
TrackBall 4 1 9 . 9 5
Pcn Mouse 4 1 2 . 9 5
(ideal for CAD)

Amiga Joysticks
Amiga Joypads

AUI

E6.95
£9.95

410.95
429.95

A500 512K Ram Board w /o  clock ...415.00
A500+ 1Mb Kim Board w /o  clock...110.00
A600 IMb  Ram Board w /o  clock ...420.00
A600 I  Mb Rani Board with clock ...430.00
Al200 4Mb Ram Board xvith clock...449.00
Al200 8Mb Ram Board with c lock-465.00
FPU 33MHz E 2 0 . 0 0

AlfaPower Hard Drive controller A500 . . .E99
AT-Bus Hard Drive controller .k2000  4 6 9
Oktagon 2008 SCSI controller  £ 9 9
Multiface I I I   4 7 9
PCMCIA Controller for Cl) 4 6 9

NEW MULTI I /O  CARD
POILAMIGA 1500/2000/4000
Active 8 port high speed serial card.
MuInboard Support 57600 Baud rate on all
channels simultaneously.  . L 2 9 9

New Mal:Wall
-
a
Specially made hardware and software. Allows

4 ATAPI devices, ie, 2 IDE hard disk & 2 IDE
CD Rom to Amiga 4000 internal IDE
controller, through Alfapower on Amiga •
500/500+ and possibly Amiga 1200 comes,
with full IDE Fix software  4 5 9

4 9 . 9 5
. 4 9 . 9 5

Multi Media Speakers
loo watt pmpol n o m
Multi Media Speakers
240 watt (pmpo) . C 4 5 . 0 0
Multi Media Speakers
300 watt (pmpo)• £ 5 9 . 9 5
• 3D surround sound

Floppy Drives
External Floppy Drive
for all Amigas  4 3 9 . 9 5
Internal Floppy Drive
A500/500+ 4 3 5 . 0 0
Internal Floppy Drive A600/1200+ ...435.00
A-Grade Double Density box of SO disks _ 4 1 3 0 0
including colourful labels

IDE Hard Drives
HARD DRIVES + AT-BUS CO NTRO LLE R FOR
AMIGA 500( + VAI 500/A2000/A3000/A4000
AT-Bus hard drive controller  . 4 6 9 . 0 0
Alfapower hard drive controller  4 9 9 . 0 0
Alfapower-640 640Mb
hard drive 1 1 9 9 . 0 0
Alfapowcr- I.2G 1 2Gig
hard drive  4 2 5 9 . 0 0
onwr nzes please rind?
Memory for Aliipower-Plus (new)
marked Alfapower-Plus
4Mb SIMMS 4 2 0 . 0 0
8MB SIMMS . C 3 0 . 0 0
16MB SIMMS  4 . 7 9 . 0 0
Memory for Alfapower (old)
Every 2Mb Zip-Rams  -  4 8 9 . 9 5

IDE 2.5" Hard Drives
FOR AMIGA 600/1200
I1)E-170 170Mb hard drive £ 7 9
IDE-250 250Mb hard drive £ 9 9
1DE-420 420Mb hard drive E 1 2 0
IDE-540 540Mb hard drive 4 1 3 0

IDE 3 5" Hard Drives
FOR AMIGA 1200/4000
11)E-640 640Mb hard drive,  4 9 9
IDE-840 840Mb hard drive  4 1 2 5
IDE-1.0G LOGig hard drive  4 1 7 5
IDE-1.2G 1.2Gig hard drive  4 1 6 5
IDE-I.7G 1.7Gig hard drive  4 1 7 9
1DE-2.5G 2.5Gig hard drive  4 2 3 9

Miscellaneous Products
DI) Iloppy disks (50)

£13.00

iN•64,•to tattiticalostra diektabth  £ 2 5 . 0 0
3.5" Hard Drive Kit for A600/1200
• Noma tafivarr  £ 1 5 . 0 0
Colourful Mouse Mat
Animal Jungle design and Dinosaur design
Optical Mouse Mat
2 in 1 Scanner/Mouse Pad
Can tte tacti at a memo pad
Contoured Wrist Pad
PlainIVristrest

••••,ititotoomat ditirkart•
DI) floppy disks (100)

...L5.00
£5.00

E5_00
£ 3 . 0 0

42.00

Quad Speed CD Rom for A500 - C 1 2 9
(needs Alfapower V6.8 or highcrI
Quad Speed CD Rom for A600/Al200 4149
one CD32 cnuilation)

Quad Speed CD Rom
for A 1500/A2000/
A4000  4 1 0 9

Mb 3.5"
ard Drive . 0 0

2Gig 3.5"
ard Drive

7Gig 35"
ard Drive  . 1 ; 1
4 1
7 9

5Gig 3.5"
ard Drive

0Mb 2.5" . . E 2 1 1 3
ard Drive

0Mb 2.5"
ard Drive  . E 1 2
200 4Mb

Ram Board with clock
1200 8Mb
Ram Board with clock  . . C 6 5

Greyscale Scanner
Greyscale Scanner

M itcd stocks

S TA R  B U Y
8 Speed C D  Rom E 1 6 9
1 6 M b  V i p e r

1230  3 3 M H z  - C 1 9 9

4 M b  Apol lo
122.0 2 5 M H z  wi th F P U E 7 9

f r o m .C,79
with OCR

.C99

Accelerator Boards
Al220 APOLLO
Accelerator Board £ 9 9 . 9 5
Al220 APOLLO
Accelerator Board + 4Mb
Ncw Low Price  4 7 9 . 0 0
Al230 VIPER
Accelerator Board 33MHz 4 1 1 9 . 9 5

CD Cleaners - 1 /2  pri A l 2 3 0  VIPER
CD Rom Cleaner £ 3 . 0 0  Accelerator Board + 4Mb 33MHz  4169.95
Automatic CD Rom Cleaner (bautty porfrrd .._410.00 A l 2 3 0  VIPER
Laser Lens Cleaner  £ 4 . 5 0  Accelerator Board + 8Mb 33MHz ...4180.00

All prices include VAT. Please add .C3.50 P&P for  items under .E30.00, E5.00 for  items over 4,30.00,
48.00 P&P for Scanners, Speakers & Hard Drives, £10.00 courier for next day. Tax Free Export Orders Welcome.

Golden Image ai:cepts Access, Visa, Cheques & Postal Orders. MO E .  Prices sithlea to chanite without notice. Goods stibics:r r4 as•ntability. Specifications subject to change without notice.
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NEWS

date has been set for
the next World Of
Amiga Show. It's to be
held on Saturday 17th

and Sunday 18th May 1997 at last
year's venue, the Novotel in
Hammersmith. West London.

The organisers promise that all
the latest developments in Amiga
technology will be on display.
Apparently response from the
Amiga industry has been very
positive with a host of big name
developers and suppliers all
pledging their support for the
show, Unconfirmed but reported
to be 'pencilled in' for the show
are names such as HiSoft, Digita,

PD Soft, Blittersoft and Epic
among others.

Many of the exhibitors are
planning to release and show
new hardware and software
developments, to such an extent
that this year's show could be a

The German distributor/developer
Haage Et Partner recently
announced a StormC 2.0. the
next version of their C/C++ com-
piler for the 680x0 series
of processors.

New features include hierarchi-
cal projects, external ARexx con-
trol, persistent break points,
disassembler. CPU register dis-
play and stack checking. Sounds
promising for Amiga program-
mers, expect a review in CU
Amiga soon.

Looking more to the future.
Haage El Partner have also

significant move away from the
market-stall theme of recent years
to a more conventional showcase
for new developments. Even so
you can be sure there won't be
any shortage of bargains to be
had. Based on previous form, you
should be able to pick up man
,
,,
current items at drastically
reduced prices. So be prepared
and take some spending money!

Last year's show was a big
success with far more visitors
attending than had been anticipat-
ed by the organisers. The size of
the arena was far too small lead-
ing to a crush that lasted most of
the show's duration. No doubt
the lesson has been learned and
this year's exhibition will be rather
better organised so as to min-
imise queues and give everyone
enough space to enjoy the show.

CU Amiga Magazine will be
there of course. The CU Amiga

Haage a Partner Release StormC 2.0
announced Storm PPC for the
Motorola Power PC CPU. A C
compiler which runs on 680x0
Amigas but can generate Power
PC output code. Very few details
are available except that it is still
in beta testing while it is opti-
mised still further.

Given that it's the only PPC
compiler available, it looks to
be the essential tool for develop-
ers with Phase 5's PowerUP
PowerPC cards.

Contact Haage Et Partner
on +49-6007-930050 for
more information.

Magazine stand was totally
mobbed last year and there are
plans afoot to ensure that this
year will be no exception with a

Epic long time suppliers of CD-
ROMs, have announced that they
are moving into the games market
with their own games label, Islona.
They are planning to release their
games primarily on CD-ROM,
although disk versions of some of
the titles will be made available.

Their first planned releases
(priced around E25) are Kargon, a
3D Dungeon Master style
adventure puzzler and Testament,
a Doom clone.

Sixth Sense Investigators is
another title pencilled in for an
early release. Produced by

New World of Amiga Show

host of exclusives and surprises.
Tickets on the door are priced

at E8 for adults and E8 for
children. See you there.

Epic Announce Games Label

Cinetech, this Day of the Tentacle
style game, was ported over from
the PC using their custom adven-
ture porting tool. This means that
porting of PC CD-ROM adventure
titles to the Amiga could become
very cheap and therefore very
attractive to publishers.
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QuikPak for Amiga?
QUI CKLY

I K P -
Following the announcement that
VIScorp have in effect pulled out
of the Amiga Technologies take-
over deal (see News, March
issue), Canadian computer manu-
facturer OuikPak have expressed
an interest in acquiring the
Amiga rights and technology.

The ever-fruitful rumour mill
has elevated CluikPak to the sta-
tus of front-runner in the bid for
the Amiga, although at the time
of going to press there is no offi-
cial evidence to back this up.

OuikPak are the company con-
tracted to manufacture the
A4000T for Boom's Amiga
Technologies arm_ They have
since expanded their production
to a range of early models of
new A4000T-based machines.

Aimed squarely at the
high-end of the Amiga market,
these new machines include
the A40401_, described as a
luggable system'.

The A40401JA40601_ is
designed as a portable non-linear
video editing system with a
VideoToaster and a VideoToaster
Flyer at its heart. It's advertised
in a number of configurations of
CPU and with or without the
Toaster parts, with prices ranging
from $4495 to $9995. An A5050T

is also promised, combining a
680x0 a Pentium processor in
one computer_

That little lot doesn't seem to
offer much to the 'typical'
European Amiga user, with the
Toaster only compatible with the
USA TV standard NTSC, and
prices likely to be translated
directly from dollars to sterling lie.
$4495=E44951_ QuikPak have
made noises about addressing
the lower end scene but so
far specific details have not
been forthcoming.

In an open letter l o  the Amiga
community" posted on their web
site (which has since been
removed) OuikPak acknowledged
the loyalty of Amiga users and
asked for input and feedback.

You can catch up with the
latest news from OuikPak from
their web site at http://wwwami-
gasupportocorniquikpak

A DuiOak's AMR •leggable video editing system
based an an Ainiga and a New'Feb Videeloastec

This AM is taken from OnikPek's welt site. Meditating their WM. .  Notice bow the screen has a PC
I re doze display. toe nay have seen other versions of this picture with an Amiga screen pasted on top.

Vulcan Swoop for
Genetic Species

Vulcan software have signed the
extremely impressive Doom
clone Genetic Species from
developers aMBROSIa.

A demo version of Genetic
Species has been knocking
around for a little while now, and
has been generating some real
excitement amongst Amiga
garners who have seen it.

Running at extremely accept-
able speeds on a decent Amiga
even at 1 by 1 pixels in 256
colour full screen mode, this
game would be interesting even
if it wasn't for the fact that initial
impressions suggest that it will
be very playable too.

Vulcan say they are working
closely with aMBROSla at the
moment, helping them with the
graphic design and gameplay. It
is going to be a few months
before Genetic Species hits the
shops yet, but if it is as good as
it looks like being, expect it to be
the game of '97.

Vulcan say that they are being
contacted by software develop-
ers all the time: they currently

have an amazing 20 titles either
signed up or in negotiation, and
are always happy to see more.
They are offering a developers kit
to interested parties which lists
their terms of publication.

Vulcan appear determined to
show that they are a lot more
than just publishers of top down
adventure puzzlers with sampled
speech. Releases on their way
include Breed 2000, oddly titled
given that it is set in 2032ad, an
SF strategy game, Strangers, a
beat 'em up, ultra violent AGA, a
blaster with three levels of paral-
lax scrolling in 256 colours, and
Hell Pigs, a huge graphic adven-
ture/ action title which will be
released on CD and, without the
intros etc. on an astonishing 22
floppies. Vulcan Software claim
this game is so good they almost
fainted when they first saw it!

For more information about
Genetic Species or any of Vulcan
Software planned releases you
can contact them on tel: 01705
670 269 or on their web site
www.vulcan.co.uk.



Stateside
by Jason Compton

Zone is Online
Han/ Laser, moderator and
sysop of the AmigaZone, had
promised a Web interface for
AmigaZone subscribers on Portal
for some time. But Portal was

.0cooperative and shut down
ffFeperations over the summer.

However, CalWeb, which adopt-
ed the now twice-orphaned
AmigaZone (the Zone originated
on PeopleLink in the mid 80s). is
thankfully much better. The
Amiga Zone, one of the best
Amiga-only online services, can
now offer virtually all of its
features to subscribers through
the World Wide Web.

By going to the page
http://arnigazone,com, Zone
subscribers can access news

• and Email, as well as the Zone's
own message bases and files.
Live chat is also a feature that is
hoped to be supported on the

! Amiga in the near future. Of
course, the Amiga Zone's world-

. wide Telnettable interface is still
available as well.

For more information about,
visit the Amiga Zone Web inter-
face page above, or the general
information site at
http://wwwomigazone, corn.

M o r e  Changes a t  VIScor
VIScorp's fall from popularity in
the Amiga market has been
nearly as rapid as their earlier
ascendancy. As they have been
unable to deliver on their stated
goals, the public has become dis-
illusioned and the company has
begun to express doubts as to its
ability to complete the Amiga
acquisition at all.

In the midst of all this, two
more resignations have occurred.
In early January, CEO Bill Buck
and Director of European
Operations Raquel Velasco
resigned from VIScorp. True to
form, VIScorp did not discuss the
departures, but Chief Operating
Officer Hugh Jencks stated that
there is no immediate replace-
ment lined up. In the meantime,
Jencks and Chairman Jerry
Greenberg will continue to oper-
ate the company from VIScorp's
Chicago headquarters,

In a related story, VIScorp
amended an earlier public state-
ment they made which implied
that VIScorp had funded Amiga
Technologies operation in bank-
ruptcy. That funding came from
an entity called 'Velasco GmbH',
which VIScorp says they plan to
purchase. It is not a stretch to
infer that this •Velasco• is indeed
Raquel Velasco, ;ricl that the

To help promote their product
line of powerful graphics cre-
ation tools on the Amiga, Nova
Design of Richmond, Virginia
has commissioned a demonstra-
tion videotape from Chicago-
based video production
company The Vantage Point.

The nine-minute tape shows
off the features of the popular
ImageFX 2.6 image processing

above resignations are in
some way linked to this
upcoming acquisition.

Like any company, VIScorp has
its share of difficulties with for-
mer employees. There is now a
good handful of lawsuits and
counter-suits involving VIScorp
and former employees_ The
longest running saga, which
VIScorp won but is now in
appeal, involved Nolan Bushnell,
founder of Atari and one-time
CEO of VIScorp. Presently, no
fewer than four employees who
left the company in 1995 are
engaged in lawsuits with VIScorp.
VvIScorp has obtained a prelimi-
nary injunction against Interactive
Video Publishing for issues of
intellectual property theft, and
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V I S UAL I N F O R M A T I O N  5 E R VICES c o R r o v A r i o N

Nova Design Gets New Showpiece
and effects package, as well as
the capabilities of previous ver-
sions of Aladdin, the 3D software
Nova recently acquired the rights
to Nova plans to release V 5.0 of
the software, with a new, updat•
ed interface, enhanced features,
and tight integration with
ImageFX imminently.

The videotape was produced
at The Vantage Point entirely with

an IVP principal and yet another
former employee have filed a
breach of contract suit against -
the company.

In their year-end filing with the
SEC (Securities and Exchange
Commission, the federal govern-
ing body for public companies),
VIScorp states that they are now
doubtful as to whether or not
their initial offer for the Amiga •
will be completed with Escom,
but that they are still interested in
-acquiring the Amiga technology
"on the open market." In addition,
for the first time the issue has
been raised as to whether or not
VIScorp can continue as a viable
going concern, as the company
has completed its sixth year with-
out product revenue. VIScorp can
be reached at 312-655-0903,
http://wwwvistv.com.

Amiga technology. A  Draco
Amiga-compatible workstation
provided the editing facilities, and
was used along with an
A20'00/040 for the creation of
original ImageFX scenes. In addi-
tion, professionally produced
effects and scenes using
ImageFX and Aladdin are show-
cased on the videotape, including
footage from two motion pictures
featuring ImageFX production.

Nova Design can be reached
at 804-282-1157, www.novade-
sign.com The Vantage Point can
be reached at 773-465-5158,
wwwxnet.corni•bohus
•I These renders were ail created with Aladdin 40,
• package which is set io be relaunched and
revamped by lavaDesigs very soon Collect a review
in CU Amiga Magatioe within a mouth at two.
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What do the reviewers say?
Amiga User international - 97%

".„ It all worked faultlessly
Amiga Format - 96%

"... An absolutely superb bit of kit.."
Amiga Shopper - 90%
"... This is a quality product..."
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Two Major ,Vew Al200 Expansion Products from Eyetech
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1EW! Apollo Accelerators for the Al200

Special introducuoy pricing
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SX32Mk2 & SX32Pro Internal Expansion for the CD32
The SX32 Pro is now shipping!

Make your CD32 into a high
powered, portable Amiga!

The SX32Pro and SX32Mk2 add
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Amiga Driver Software for Epson
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Turn your
Amiga into a
professional

C o n g ra t u l a t i o n s .  Y o u
h a v e  m a d e  a  s o u n d
d e c i s i o n ,  a s  y o u  a r e
n o w  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e
m o s t  a m a z i n g  m u s i c
p a c k a g e  e v e r  w r i t t e n
f o r  t h e  A m i g a .  L e t
T o n y  H o r g a n  b e  y o u r
g u i d e  a s  w e  u n c o v e r
t h e  m a n y  t a l e n t s  o f
t h is  c o m p l e t e
s o f t w a r e  p a c k a g e .
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SoundStudio is one of a kind -  a
unique music program that
leapfrogs the competition and
breaks free of the traditional sonic

limits imposed by the Amiga's hardware.
Until SoundStudio, Amiga music software
could, at best, push Out eight poor-quality
channels, or alternatively four channels of
rather better quality sound. Now all that
has changed. Even on a basic Al200
SoundStudio can offer 14-bit output (as
opposed to the official maximum 8-bit
bandwidth) in realtime with echo effects
and even more channels than ever before.
Amazingly, on just such a basic Amiga,
with SoundStudio it's possible to output
CD quality stereo 16-bit music consisting
of up to 64 channels, direct to hard drivel
Hook up a CD-ROM writer Cnow available
for around E300) and you have all you
need to master your very own audio CDs.
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: t ru e !  Add to that support for a wide
range of 16-bit sound cards and at last
those old 8-bit limitations are gone forev
er. Of course it's a doddle to integrate
MIDI instruments into your SoundStudio
projects too, so the expansion options
are limitless.

As you've probably now realised,
SoundStudio is the biggest advance in
Arniga music software since the first ever
tracker was written all those years ago,
Over the next few pages we'll cover som
Of the major features and go into some
detail on what they could me for you.

N e w  order
First let's take a look at the heart of
SoundStudio's new box of tricks! the mix-
ing section. SoundStudio differs from
OctaMED and other trackers in that it has
rts own form of 'retargetable audio'.
Instead of using the sound chip Paula to
manipulate and play all the sounds, the
software does the hard work of combining
WI the tracks as they play, processing
them according to any effects you have
specified, It does this extremely quickly
resulting in a steady stream of sound
data, which in effect is a continuous
stereo sample. This sound data can then
be passed onto your preferred output
device which could be the Amiga's sound
chip, a 16-bit sound card or even a stor-
age device such as a hard drive or Zip
ask. Even if you direct this to the Amiga
sound chip, SoundStudio will give you the
°Mo n  to output at 14-bit or 8-bit.

There are a number of other advan-
tages that come from this approach.
Traditional trackers are limited to process-
ing samples with the Amiga sound chip,
Much is unable to play samples in reverse
'or example, This is now possible (without
first making a reversed copy of the sam-
Ptill so you can set up ping-pong loops on
Iffy samples, Other effects can be added
axing the 'mixing' stage, such as echoes
al variable length and depth.

One major factor in the overall sound
3ioality you get from SoundStudio is the
iratung rate. This is the sample rate of the
lissol mixed sound, so higher mixing rates
Wed to superior fidelity. There's a side
O K I  to this mixing process which can
arkl a little noise to the final output,
alhough this can be countered using the
lessoothing' function from the mix
%Sons. Smoothing takes a lot of proces-
sor power and so is not recommended on

Amigas or on projects that use a lot
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awaits be used if you are outputting to
1st_ as this will work fine regardless of
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1 4-bit Paula
ye got the CD edition of CU Amiga

'irs month you'll find a large selection of
41tet samples and another substantial

section containing 8-bit samples, A
smaller collection is also on the cover
disks of the floppy disk edition.

Either way, you can mix and match
samples from both collections in the
same 'songs' without any trouble. In gen-
eral it 's best to work with 16-bit samples,
even if  you are going to output at 14-bit
or even 8-bit, but so long as the samples
you have are good and clear there won't
be any problems.

If you run the same module through 8-
bit and then 14-bit output modes you'll
notice that although the 14-bit output is
not as loud, it is a lot cleaner with less dis-
tortion and fuzz in the top end. You might
also notice that this 14-bit output is some-
times not as good as you would get from
normal four-channel mode, This is the
trade off you make for the extra tracks and
effects that SoundStudio offers, However,
this isn't a significant problem with a 'fast'
Amiga, such as one powered by a 50MHz
030 CPU.

Quirks are bound to be uncovered
whenever a program pushes a machine
to such extremes. One of these quirks is
the maximum mix rate that's possible
when using the Amiga's sound chip for
output. Normally you will be limited to a
mix rate o f 28kHz, but this is dependent
on the screen mode you are running. It
sounds bizarre, but if you have a monitor
capable of displaying non-video modes.
(eg. Multiscan) then you can switch to
one of these alternative modes and
you'll be able to use a higher mix rate In
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this case the highest rate will depend on
your CPU power,

Direct  to  disk
On slower Amigas, such as 68000 and
68020 machines, it's not practical to play
loads of channels in realtime and expect
top sound quality However, there's a very
simple way to use as many channels as
you like, and still get excellent sound quali-
ty regardless of the speed of your Amiga.

The secret is to use the direct to disk
recording features. The basic theory is that
you construct a small section (half a block
for example) made up of as many channels
as you like, then select Disk 8-bit from the
Mixing Settings window, with a mix rate
somewhere between 16 and 28kHz. Now
when you click the Play button you'll be
asked to specify a destination for the out-
put – in other words enter a filename and
say where you want the Output to be saved
(floppy disk for small sections, hard disk for
anything up to an entire song, whatever).
Click Stop when the relevant part has been
recorded, otherwise it will loop until you fill
your destination device. Now you can clear
the current song and re-load the sample
you just made, which will now only use a
single channel, or two if you output a
stereo file. You can then use standard four-
channel mode if you prefer the slightly
clearer sound quality.

Working this way you can use as many
channels as you like on even a basic 4500
Plus with no hard drive. So whatever
machine you have, SoundStudio is a boon.
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A With the new miring arid disk recording options you can now
take more aduantage of Auras single channel I 6-bit output.

S o u n d  c a r d s
Why Commodore never upgraded the
Amiga's 8-bit sound is a mystery to us all,
but there have been a number of 16-bit
sound cards released by third parties,
many of which are compatible with
SoundStudio. You can choose from
Toccata, Delfina or Maestro cards to act as
a 16-bit output. These are all Zorro cards,
and so are only available to users of big-
box Amiga& You can select any of these
as output options from the main Mixing
Options window, selected from the
Settings menu. 41200 and A600 users can
take advantage of the support for the Aura
PCMCIA sampler.

You can't select Aura as an output
device from the mixing options, but you
can assign individual samples to play
through Aura (from the Instrument Type
selector). One way to get the most from
the Aura features is to record parts of
your sing to disk as 16-bit samples and
then play these through Aura, re-using
the rest of your channels for new sam-
ples. Setting up the program for maxi-
mum quality Aura output quality can be
tricky. You need to try different settings
of the Minimum Period slider (accessed
from the Aura Sampler option of the

Settings menu) to determine the highest
output rate possible on your machine.
Lower period settings equate to higher
output rates. You'll know if you set too
high a rate because the software will lock
up temporarily. Samples can also be
assigned to output through a Toccata card,
although in this case you can only
replay samples at a small range of pre-
set pitches due to limitations of the
Toccata hardware.

V ir tu a l  m ix e r
Fine tuning of your mix is essential if
you want it to sound professional
and polished. SoundStudio has a
few control windows which when
combined add up to a powerful
virtual mixing desk. First of
all there's the channel
volume control section.
Accessed from the Song
menu,
this is
used
to set
the
relative vol-
umes of each
channel along with the overall
output volume. The master volume should
always be set to maximum for
optimum sound quality, unless you're
doing a manual fade in or fade out of the
whole song,

The Mixing Settings window leads off to
the other two remaining parts of the virtual
mixer. The first of these is the panning con-
troller, This works in a similar way to the
volume control, but this time each channel
has a horizontal slider to define its position
in the stereo image. The Sum of Balances
reading at the top gives you a rough guide
to how well your overall song is balanced
by displaying the average panning value

Z_• • •
4
.
4
4
.

of all the
channels. Finally there's the
Effects control panel. This deals
with the realtime effects processing,
currently consisting of two types of echoes
(maybe more effects will be added in the
future). The standard echo will add an echo
to the whole song. Cross echo adds a
stereo ping-pong type of echo effect, You
can alter the space between the echoes by
altering the Echo Rate value, and the vol-
ume of the echoes themselves can be
changed from the Echo Depth slider.
These echoes are applied to all tracks.

A Here you can see lour al the main motions that make op the 'virtual mixing desk At the top left is the hack Pennies section. In which each trash can be given its own position in the stereo image, while
the Relative Volumes panel nubs in a similar way to set the volumes. SAM Effects centrals the optional echo inflects which are applied to all tracks



Master your own CDs
software (a number of CD writing software
packages are available in shareware and
commercial form).

It makes no difference whether you
have a sound card or not, because the
data is sent straight to your specified hard
drive destination. The speed of your
Amiga is also irrelevant in this case.
Normally a slow Amiga wouldn't be able
to output at 44.1kHz as the CPU wouldn't
be able to keep up. However, when you're
writing a file on disk. SoundStudio has
built-in time correction so to account for
different CPU data transfer rates. So even
though it might take 20 minutes to write a
complex module that lasted five minutes
when played in real time, the resulting file
on the hard drive would play back at
exactly the right speed when put onto an
audio CD.
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Cut your own audio CDs.
SoundStudio cuts through a mass of
expensive and long-winded process-
es allowing you to create stereo 16-

bit audio files at 44.1kHz without the need
for any external equipment at all. These
files can then be used directly to cut audio
CDs using a CD-ROM writer and some
suitable software. That's got to be the ulti-
mate digital mastering system: no mixers,
no digital-analogue-digital conversions,
and you end up with a perfect recording
that can be replayed on any domestic CD
player. And yes, you can do this with any
Amiga (expect a 1.3 machine), even if it
has no 16-bit sound card.

H o w  it  w o r k s
This is all possible thanks to the 'mixing'
stage in which SoundStudio prepares its
final sound data to be sent to a specified
destination. As was explained earlier, this
is a stream of sound sample data. When
this is passed to the Amiga sound chip or
a 16-bit card, it's turned into sound that
you can hear. When it's passed to a file on
a disk, it's written as one long sound sam-
ple file, Music is stored on audio CDs in
pretty much the same way, so in effect
you dump the music to your hard disk or
any other storage device,
then copy it to the CD
using special
CD writing

C D  wr i ters
Until very recently, the idea of adding a CD
writer to an Amiga would have been
reserved for the affluent minority. That's all
changed now, as for one reason or anoth-
er, over the last year prices of CD writers
have been plummeted. It's now possible
to pick up an internal CD writer drive for
around £300 and you can take your pick
from a range of CD writing software too.
CD writers look just like normal CD-ROM

drives. They can read CD-ROMs
but of course they can also

write them. These drives
use a special type of

blank CD which
can be

written to once only. You can't go back
and delete or copy over anything once
you've 'burned' a blank CD. These blanks
cost anything from E5 to E20 each,
depending on how many you buy, the
brand, and where you get them from,
Blank CDs are very temperamental things
and have a tendency to 'b low Out' during
the writing process if they're not happy.
It's vital that a blank is clean and free of
dust when it's put into the CD writer. Even
if din doesn't stop it blowing out during
burning, it will deflect the laser as it
writes, leading to a bad master that proba-
bly won't work.

Don ' t  forget
Bearing in mind that blank CDs aren't
cheap and their fussy nature, it's impor-
tant that you have everything set up prop-
erly before you start to write one. You
can't abort half way through and have
another go on the same CD - if you stop a
CD writing in mid-flow it will be rendered
useless. When running out your hard disk
file from SoundStudio, make sure you
select the correct file format (check with
your CD writing software for formats it can
deal with). Also make sure you have the
mix rate set to 44.1kHz and that you out-
put a stereo file. If you have the mix rate
incorrectly set, the track will play back at
the wrong speed or not at all.

Another point to keep in mind is the
volume adjustment setting. This is found
in the mix settings section and allows you
to alter the 'scaling' of the channels to get
the best output volume level. In other
words, it's like an overall volume control. If
you set it too high the sound will be dis-
torted where the waveform clips. If it's too
low then the sound will be quiet, lacking in
definition and more inclined to sampling
noise, not using the full range of the 16-bit
bandwidth. Always turn smoothing on
when running out a module to hard disk.
When it's played back, either through a
16-bit card or from an audio CD, you might
notice that it seems to have less treble
content than when you played it in real-

time without smoothing. This is indeed
the case, but the treble that has

gone is treble that shouldn't
have been there in the first

place. Remember this
when setting your rela-

tive instrument vol-
ume levels and editing
samples. You may find
it best to balance it so
that it sounds slightly
treble-heavy when
played without
smoothing. There are a
number of CD writer

software packages avail-
able and in development

for the Amiga. Most are
currently undergoing fairly

major upgrades at the
moment. We'll be taking a

close look at some of the
best of these very soon.

FEATURE



HsSoft Systems-Your  Safe Passage Through The Jungle

Personal Sui te 6.4  £ 1 7
Personal Pai nt 7 £ 2
Personal  Pai nt 7 upgr ade  £ 1 7 .
Kara Col lection  C 2 4 . 9 9
Global Amigo ExPerienCe C 1 1 _ 9 5
Uti l i ties Exper ience  C  I I .95
ACA Exper ience 2 C  I 1_95
Epic Encylopaedia  1 . 2 4 _ 9 5
Sweet touch (glam our )  £ 9 . 9 5
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NiSoft's Amiga Zip Tools Software
25-50 way SCSI lead conerter
One FREE zip cartridge

NO HIDDEN EXTRAS

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  •

SQUIRREL C D - R O M  PA

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
VALUE C D - R O M S

ex CD-ROM Drive

2z CD-ROM Drive
Classic Squirrel C O W .

4113M11 \Three CD-ROMS A

W11.11- "

T H R E E  dp,rb .
Three CD-ROMSClassic Squirrel p  f a r a l M i e r _RluppM.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
12x CD-ROM Drive

Classic Squirrel •  A m p s .Three CD-ROMS

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  1
Without Classic Squirrel ma w E50

With Surf Squirrel ADO 130

CHOOSE ANY THREE FROM:
Personal  Sui te SA
Sweet Touch
Global Am iga Exper ience
Uti l i ties Exper ience
AGA Exper ience 2

IS eft
S Y S T E M S

NEW LOW K U M

NEW !Browse V1.10 IwIth ,dpport; £29.95
Net&Web E 3 9 . 9 5
Net&Web 2 E 6 9 , 9 5
Termite E 3 9 . 9 5
TermiteTCP E 3 9 . 9 5

NEW Cinema4D V3 £ 1 9 9 . 9 5
NEW CinemaWORLD 1 3 9 . 9 5
NEW CinemaFONT £ 3 9 . 9 5

Studio II Professional E 4 9 . 9 5
NEW DiskMAGIC 2 £ 3 9 . 9 5

MaxonMAGIC E 2 9 . 9 5
Ne w  MediaMAGIC E 4 9 . 9 5
NEW HiSoft C++ £ 1 6 9 . 9 5
Ne w  HiSoft C++ Lite £ 7 9 . 9 5

Devpac 3  E 4 9 . 9 5
HighSpeed Pascal £ 7 9 . 9 5
HiSoft BASIC 2  £ 4 9 . 9 5
Gamesmith £ 7 9 . 9 5

NEW Twist 3 Database £ 9 9 . 9 5
Pralight Simulator E 1 9 . 9 5
Aura 8 £ 3 4 . 9 5
Aura 16 E 9 9 . 9 5
Clarity 16 E l  29.95
ProMidi Interface £ 2 4 . 9 5
Megalosound  £ 3 4 . 9 5
VideoMaster £ 6 9 . 9 5
VideoMaster RGB £ 1 0 9 . 9 5
VideoMaster AGA £ 7 9 . 9 5
VideoMaster AGA RGI3  £ 1 2 9 . 9 5
ColourMaster £ 6 9 . 9 5

Jaz Drive (tamai  £ 4 4 9 . 0 0
SMD-100 MPEG decoder £199. 95
Classic Squirrel  £ 6 9 . 9 5
Surf Squirrel  £ 9 9 . 9 5
2x CD-ROM Drive (tagoo6  £ 8 9 . 9 5
4x CD-ROM Drive E 1 2 9 . 9 5
12x CD-ROM Drive t.,,,a) £229. 95

HiSoft Systems
The Old School
Greenfield
Bedford MK4 E5 50

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

POSTAGE £2, COUCHER CA (NEXT DAY £6)
.4042; aleo•100 ca-rrom nAnts err couLNEN ONLY)

Phone 01525 718181
Fax 0 1 5 2 5  713716
Email sales@hisotLco_uk
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MIDI sequencing

a Not a lel of people seem le realise that OctaMED Sowed Simile a  very capable MIDI sequencer. Adding MIDI instruments to your
semple-based MUNI is incredibly simple and gives y0111 IONSiC so much more peteatial. How shoot bolting on a lovely Bass&Wien?
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set-up should start and end with
your Amiga. Contrary to popular
belief. SoundStudio is ideal for
anyone who wants to run a MIDI

system from their Amiga. MIDI instru-
ments and Amiga samples can be seem-
lessly integrated in the same projects.

In fact, if you really want to get the
most from your Amiga, a combination of
samples and MIDI instruments is definite-
ly the way to go.

To demonstrate this, the first audio
track on this month's CD edition (actually
track 2, track 1 is CD-ROM data) was cre-
ated with SoundStudio and a modest
MIDI system. It can be played on any hi4i
CD player or CD-ROM drive.

C D  a u d i o  t r a c k
Track 2, the first audio track on this
month's CD-ROM edition, is called
'Giraffe' and was created by myself
using a combination of MIDI instruments
and 8-bit Amiga samples, all sequenced
and recorded live in a single pass
from SoundStudio,

The entire set-up used to make it con-
sisted of the following: an Amiga. Omega
Projects Sound Enhancer, MIDI interface,
Novation BassStation analogue synth,
Cheetah MS6 analogue synth module,
Yamaha FX 500 stereo effects processor,
Fostex X-26 cassette multitrack/mixer,
DCC 730.

T h e  k i t  l i s t
All the Amiga samples were passed
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it boosts bass and treble frequencies.
Amiga samples were used for the zappy
techno sounds at the very start, the per-
cussion, stabs and stop effects, and the
repeating siren type loop.

The BassStation supplied the bassline

while the Cheetah MS6 was used for the
synth string chord (you want a whole
chord sequence? Maybe next time ...)
These were combined with the six-input
mixer section of the Fostex X-26 cassette
multitracker (no multi-tracking or record-
ing was done with the X-26 cassette
deck). Via the single stereo effects loop
of the X-26 mixer, the BassStation, MS6
and two channels of Amiga samples
were all processed in varying amounts
with the Yamaha FX 500 unit. The chan-
nels of Amiga samples containing the
bass drum and a few other bits and
pieces were left 'dry' with no effects
added. Of course SoundStudio is quite
capable of driving much bigger studio
set-ups than this.

The main output from the mixer was
recorded onto Digital Compact Cassette
on a DCC 730. This was then transferred

to hard disk via a Toccata 16-bit sampler
card and then written to the master CD.

Product ion notes
Due to demands of having to put a maga-
zine together this month as well as mess-
ing around in the studio (and other lame
excuses), it was written and then slightly
remixed in a total of around four to five
hours. Not surprisingly there are a few pro-
duction glitches, so let's take a look at
them and see how they occurred.

Getting the relative levels of each sound
sent to the effect processor was tricky,
especially as the sound returned from the
effects box was very strong in a narrow
band of high frequencies. This is good for
'crisping up' the sound, but too much leads
to a hard tinny overtone. During the drop-
out section in the middle, the intensity is
raised by sending more of the siren-type
loop to the effects box. During the live mix I
accidentally started twiddling the wrong
knob (the Cheetah MS6 channel) which
went uncorrected_ The result of this is the
single note from the MS6 coming through
at too high a volume all of a sudden once
the track builds up again, which was then
rather hastily turned back down again as
the mistake became apparent_

Overall equalisation levels seem to be
about right according to a couple tests on
different systems. The mix is not helped by
the reverb and distortion on the bassline.
Although it makes it more moody than just
the 'dry' sound from the synth, it also has
the effect of making it less clear and
defined in its role as a bassline. A general
rule of thumb with basslines is not to put
them through heavy reverb effects, but
then again if it sounds right, go with it. All
the sound sources were mono, so the
stereo echo/distortion effect is useful for
adding some space to the overall sound_ It
goes on quite a bit too — eight minutes is a
bit drawn out for home listening but it's
designed to be a trancey club track, hence
the length and the breakdown to just the
beats at the end. So now it's your turn. •

Expand and  deliver
Once you start adding extra kit to your core Amiga system you won't be able to
stop. Here's a quick list of some of the main items you could consider, and what
they'll do for you.
MIXER, This is essential to combine all your sound sources into a single stereo
signal_ You can now choose from a wide range of quality small mixers priced
between M O  and E200_
MASTER RECORDER. There are a number of options here. The most popular is DAT
(starts at around MO ) ,  DCC is good for those on a very tight budget (E249).
Sound module. Modern multi-timbrel sound modules come packed with all kinds
of sounds and usually have their own effects processors built-in. Prices start
around E200.
DRUM MACHINE, Not as popular as they used to be since the rise of the sampler
and sound modules with built-in drum kits, but a good one will serve you well,
Cheapermodels available for around MO_
EFFECTS PROCESSOR. Add revert), echo, distortion, flange and other special effects
to your sounds to give them more character and general sheen. Around E200 will
get you a good starter model_
CONTROLLER KEYBOARD, Not normally a priority purchase for a small system, but
most set-ups will eventually include one of these. Makes no sound but controls
other sound modules that have no keyboard. Expect to pay around E200 upwards.

FEATURE
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LOW COST DELIVERY Te l :  0113 231-9444
Late Night Opening

Wesinesday Si Thursday

Opt,  Sunday
I I am to 4pm

Canon
CainOtt1 1 1 3 0  L  I 5 9 .9 9
' , u m  mien waiter. It met ASP
Canon B.1C70Colour I  8S.99
r a t i r  cohne p rio n , 10 pugs ASP
Canon 11.1240 Colour L  I 90.19
C .  ensue PIA S.,S.,Canon 5.1C4 I 00Colour £209.99
Qu c ,idt,Attuarre nt nano ro a m  Molar:l
Canon BIC4100Colour £254.99
tilo , on inn With Photo RooirionCort Option
Canon131C630 Colour £ 3 4 .9 9
710 • TIO 4 ,  nom pfti b •i • • • • . . , A • V

Stylus SOO Colour L 2 4 9  99
zio o P t o n  e a r
Stylus 300 Colour £ 1 1 9 . 9 9

itopro Wo rk C u l . ,
Stylus ZOO 1 1 3 9 . 9 9
nte rtnarAnorri banitrce lour ttprottookilo
Stylus Pro E 3 8 9 . 9 9
Path ?IP Atri.Phrotiorrnoolq .a.,.u ..
Epson OT.5000 Scanner 8329.99

treor A O C . .  FAdhort fu to n .
Epson GT-8500 Scanner £450.99

Ato Pally to o t , .  AO n a b .  I t s . .

CITIZEN
All Citite o p rin t* . ham •  2 hoar n arro w,

ABC Colour printer i t  19.99
.Sin, ( m e ,  so AliCito in p i n s

Conon *  with O slo .  AmAn•itam L •
Trioton horit apne a Et LOCI,

Citizen Proje t lic £ 1 6 4 9 9
mi ao w thri Colour lokin twin terr JP M ,e
Auto she , to t , , h e  bothrot

HPI40 Colour Portable £179.99
Fort Co lo ,  600,101 t r I A •  A m  Col.
H P4D0 Colour £ 1 5 4 . 9 9
Foil Cuk or,  dietio300 dor rrimm. )110•1.06dp CO..
HP 690.193Col. C249.991L269.99
rAthillie rt, C t n .  r e p o  noniron,
HP020 Colour L 3 9 5 . 9 9
.1,1)•••AO4Opi t o •  p
,
p • R I e W  
p * P T
,

MP SL Laser printer 0 3 9 9 9
• e * *  Apo
HP 6P Later printer L 5 6 9 . 9 9
P
e
p
"   
6
0
,
1
d
p

ACCESSORIES
P r int,  Switch Box 2 way
P ruiterSwitch Sac 3 way
1 *M etre  pointer cable
1Metre printer cable
$M . , *  muster cable
10 Metre printer cable

0 2 .9 9

LA.99
16 9
£2.9
9113 97

Epson 2001Hr. Warranty £ 4 6 . 1
Epson 500 a Hr. Warr t y  ( 1 5 , 9
Epson tron•On Transfer Paper( i 2.7

tE. mon 720 dpi Paper Pack 1 1 2 . 9

C-Arbetfl 7 S hut Transfer Pock L  POA
Canon 13C-06 Photo C art. ( 2 4 9 9
Canon BC•09 I  L 2 4  9
CAMEM BC-22 P Not K i t  1 3 7 . 9
C ano n BC-29 luorescent 1 3 1
Carom Bubble let Paper L I  4.99

HP01190 Photo C artr Idge ( 2 9 9 1
HP Photography P a p,  C 9 . 9 9
HP Banner Paper E 9  99

auHP D k l e t  Paper Pack i s o e i c i .
t
.
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Squirrel Ifface,

IS VAS J •
Surf Squirrel t

•  Hi speed serial port 3 j •
•  SCSI-II interface
• Aut t i n g  HD

•2-.4 Week Days £ 3 . 9 9
till 7.30pm 111Next Week Day £ 5 . 9 9

•Saturday Delivery ( 1 5 . 0 0
Delivery advert to stock ontilkohNly
S HO WRO O M ADDRESS:
FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE,

I  DEPT.  CL1,, UNIT3ARMLEYPARKICT,

STANNINGLEY RD. LEEDS, LS12 2AE.
fue ls dem l  eaderi ilte i kr ,
Amu r d e n . .  Pro t, sea

Pot.

F  I  F L S - r  a .  tt P ro o  me p in  in
p r .  Pions rintir toor loom M a

c o m m t r e o t  C E N T R E  V O L  P T G PfZ * " . " : . . . : . .
1  5  
F
l
i t %

P rin ters

Ell
Lombard
Finance

S t u d io  2  New version L I I
iteat m i  i n o l  106•••• neiett

mu, pow., •  cop,L49.95 ++- 144.95 when
• encased with a Prtnter.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

LARGE -
SH WRO O M

E-Mail: sales@firstcontdemon.te.uk WEB: view.firstcom.demon.al.uk FAX0113231-91918154113231-1422
- 'AzaC -1/1111111MINI tr

H a r d w a r e
AmigaA 200

MagicPack
Wordworth V4111. Orison tut,

Orgatuser. Turbricak I t , Pb-urinal
Punt V6.4, Photogenic* 1.256_.

Pintri.Il Mania L Whizz.

Very Limited Stocks ,

Purchase Recommended t L 3 7 9 • 9  9 )
Available, Early

First Starter Pack
•  Al2 0 0  dust rover
•  l O x  D S D O disk , + labels A l l  f o r

•  Top qua lity  joystick o n l y
•  Deluxe mouse mat .1
+  1  o
n  i
n n

•  3 x Al2 0 0  games r i •  7 + 7 7

PRIMA
•
•
•

Amiga Al 200
Magic Pack

Inc.170Mb HD
&Scala MM300

Exult/des sain* software pack as
MASK Pack, Rut also includes

Scala PIM300(Ren. 411b).

I W Z M I l i t o k

RNIK, M 1 4 3 8 S Monitor Only!! *L259.99Z7L
1
1-7,t , )

The PrimaATOM PSU
Heavy Duty  PSU £ 6 9 . 9 9

High Quality 200 Wa tt PSU.
Colour Co•Ordinated Ca sin.g

rd

A 7
4
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. "
I
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o g
.  
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4 x The Power ol Std. Amiga PSU
12 Month Warranty.

Hard Drives
3.5" Har d Disk Drives

IDE S C S I
5 4 0 Mb-i l l  7.99 270Mb,...C99.99
850Mb..1133.99 S4011b...L149.99
I .08Gig.L1 6 0_99 i.08Gig-C249.99
2.1 Gig„/ 2 2 9 , 9 9  2 .1  Gig .1 3 1 9 .9 9

Build Your Own
SCSI Hard Drive

•  SCSI case with built in PSUi6 9 .9 9
•  SCSI Hard Olive ,  Se le•ct from above
•  SCSI Squirrel InterfaceE45,00
•  12 Month Warranty.

2.5" Ha r d Dr ives for  A600/
A l  200 w i th Instal lation ki t

inc. software. screws, cables
and instructions

Seagate I. .'l1,I.I CCWP11-71
110Mb 1 6 4 . 9 9  120Mb...180_99

250Mb..L I 19.99
420Mb..1 I 29.99 540Mb..LI39.99
810Mb.1149_99 1.0Gig..(189.99

(

3 .5 " Hard Drive  Insta ll Kit  i 1 9 .9 ;
Includes sot up software, cablra end full

instructions. no Hard ()rise
l ' .
4

suprantXmodem M o d e m s

Sporistarvok,
•  14.400 Data' 14,400 FaxL8S.99
•33,600 Data/ I 4,400 FaxE161.99

•  CLASS I Fa x  •  Persona) Y oke Mail
•  Fax on Demand •  Call Discrimination

Amiga SurfNA/are
software pack

The complete software suit
for a ll your Modem needs.

•N e t  Software •We b  Browser
•Ewnall OIRC

Only £29.99
4
. G P  F a x  Software o n l y  E 4 4 . 9 9

Full Send and Receive Fax Software for Amiga
Computers with a FaxlData M ode .,

PRIMA V34+ Fax
Modem

Amazing Price/Performance
•33.6 Baud Rate0Class I  Fax

• BABT & CE approved.

Only..1119.99Compton. cables Am t.  SI•oonvn Software
Amiga SurfWare bundle when

purchased n i t p A n V
o
o d e m

t.oniy... Y
Bargains

V32Bis 14.4 Fax Modem £49.99
V22Bis 240019600 Modem/Fax £24.99

Mode m  Accessories
Phone Line Extension Cables...
51•-•1 L6 99 IOM.18.99 159.'1E10.99
Dual Socket Adaptor  £ 6 . 9 9
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1 F I F I V O P
COPUTO I m a r t a i . ,  ab
Cent

i i  COO
Cr ? ,11147ite

A 6 47
A n t i

CAMP'S G Y R A T O R
ARMLET p a  9 9 4 2 0 1 6 2 1
Poo ex9k hus o re zP l i a I Tibt I t .  to

nialirrontAll t o t .  wo o  Alt hot noir. inirrio AMP, re .
,
1 6 1 , 1

ASH/atiamielltalltokeettimmart fraelail tale ta toullarlal
ri quadri Igo" rtfi l •tw i w k "mei. O rn4 , 1 1 . 1 1 ,

Monitors

New
Amiga

Monitors
Multi-Sync Monitors
14" 1438s....L269.99

1015 M outtors  Inc Beik In Speakers
I T  1764 £ 5 7 9 . 9 9
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9

C D  R O M  D rives /V ideo  C D
Ultra CD ROM Drives

6 X  LI 89.99
10 X £199.99
16 X  L229.99
Kit No Drive

£119.99
Quick E a s y  to insta ll. fits via  the  Interna l I DE

Connector does not in t e
,
i i r e  w i t h  
e x i s t  
i  n  
•  
H . D .

External SCSI
CD ROM Drives

Dual.'Quad SCSI CD ROM
•  Quality Sanyo Drive
•  Own Internal PSU 17W
•  Fast SCSI Transfer Rates
•  1.2 Month Warranty

• A  S CS I C on, •  r  R e • t t i r e d  to  c onnr c t D r i v '

Amiga Technologies(2-Drive CD/ROM

Internal SCSI CD ROM Drives
Sanyo 2.54V Setird 6 E 9 . 9 9
Teat CDS6Snisp,a ( 1 2 1 . 9 9
Toshiba S70 I vi2sp++,1 £ 1 4 9 . 9 9

SCSI Controllers
GNI. 4008+ Oktagon SCSI £99.99
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PRIMA

Disk Drivesa-
•  ENE

.99
•  ▪ 5C 1,10002 c a r g o . .  t  I  5  I

•S,CSI  K u ,  A t d a r i o r n , ,
,
, ,
,
,  t t o .  
m i n a  
c o n

Zip Took Delver Software Suits
Z.p&JmOflve s. t  16.99

Amiga External drive £44.99
Arnitek 1.76Mb drive £69.99
A 1200/600,nn-n-.1 drive £39.99
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R A M Expansion/Accelerators
or' Al200 RAM

Expansion
Al 200  I MB RAMSpecial  priceilL69 .99
Al 200  2 MB RAM £ 7 4 . 9 9
A 1200 4 MB RAM £ 7 6 . 9 9
Al 200  8 MB RAM £ 9 3 . 9 9
Al  200 I MB/ 33Mhz  Co Pro £ 9 5 . 9 9
Al 200 2 1113133Mhz Co Pro £ 1 0 0 . 9 9
Al 200 4 M11/33Mhz Co Pro £ 1 0 2 . 9 9

, Al 200  MB/ 1 3 Mhz  Co Pro £ 1 2 0 . 9 9

PRIMA

MASSI VE PRI CE R E D U C T I O N S
2 Mb 72 Pin SI MM £ 1 4 . 9 9
4 Mbi l P i nS I MM L  I 5.99

£30.998 Mb 72 Pin SI MM
16Mb 72 pin SI MM
I Mb 30 pin SIMM
256)(4 DRAM

£75.99
£10.99

(each)L4.99

( Accelerator Cards
Viper11-33 £ 1 2 9 . 9 9
u p . .  I 25tita P AK F r o u  Ant W I  Caock
Blizzard I 230-50Mhz L i  59.99
Ups.. I Saltiti RAM,FPLI S ub .  a Rill dock
Blizzard 1260-50 £ 4 7 9 . 9 9
up to 64Mb RAM. 111.40-1 FM  a BIT Clack
Blizzard SCSI Module £89.99
688132-33Mhz PLCC / 34 . 99
68882-50Mhz PGA L9 9 : 9 9

A5001600 RAM Expansion)
A500512k RAM noclock £ 1 9 . 9 9
A5 0 0 + I  M b  R AM  £ 2 9 . 9 9
A6001 Mb RAM no clock t 2 9  99

Part exchange avai lable
on your  old memor y.

Consumables
R i bbons

c a .+ +  SwiftlABC mono
Cita en SwitslABC colour
Star LC/0 mono ribbon
Star LC10,100 MOM,
Stag IC10(100 colour
Star IC240i colour
Star 2 4 0 c  rnnein
Star LC240 MOM,
Scar L.C14-100200•300 Colour
Re-lisk Spray for mono ribbons

P R E M I E R - I N K
C a r t r i dge  Refi l l s

+ + . •  •  •Drti on• in runni ng c o m  w i th E r  Ink*
trobb o lot C  nfrOkatib le w i th ittit HP Doohl ort o m ,  Conon Oil WIMP 3 S P .1 1 1 0 6
.
1 1 0 .
SA AP' SW, Clicomn Pro, .  arid hone onion.

roi l  r o r  Eui .00r• •  v•Allan4.
Single rehlts ( 1 1 m 1 )  4 6 . 9 9
Twin reklh ( 4 4 m 1 )  1 1  a te
Three colour kit ( 6651)  1 1 9 . 9 1 9
Full colour lot ( 6 6 , 1 )  ( 2 7 . 9 9
Bulk refills ( 1  251-1,1) 1 1 4 . 7 9

13.99
111.99
t4.91
/3.69
42.99

113.1P9
111 99
15.011

111 99
1 I l k ,

Laser Pr inter  Supplies
Hewlett Pat kard Laserjet SL (6 5 .9 9

Hewle tt Packard LaShrcitn54P 6 0
/ 7 5  9 9

Hewlett Packard Laser et 4L 1 . 9 9
H. Packard L.let altliSt L 9 9 . 9 9Canon IPB-460 Toner £ 7 9 . 9 9

14LSOF printer supplies for all major
ro in n e rfarti rrp rs AvAllAb itt...

Ink
Conn., sitosAcar 5.144 c i  t 99
Canon B1200(230 1 1 1 . 9 9
Canon 5110 (3 pooh) 1 1 1 , 9 9
CAF100 B,IC 70 mono (3 pock) (  14.99
Canon a jc  70 colour')  pack) t 1 7 . 9 9
Canon ISIC 4000 colour (single) ( 1 6 . 9 9
Canon BIC LON mono (single) ( 6 . 1 9
Canon BjC 4000 mono high cap. 1 1 1 . 9 9
Canon BjC 600e mouoilcol. 1 1 . 9 9 ( 1 1 . 9 9
Chosen Printiva rounotcol. 1 5 . 9 9
HP. Onslimt 340 mono 1 1 1 , 9 5
H P.Ooskj et SOO rno rusk el. 121-991124.99
HP. De skjet 660 ib000col. 1127•991(111.41
HP. Deskpet ISOC rnonuleol. 117.49( //4.99
Epson Stylus rnonolcol. L 1 1 1 9 1 1 2 7 , 1 1
Epson S er i. Cat ils MOOOkel• 1 I 7.9,1124.99
Epson Stylus 500 en on& col, (
I  4 . 9 9 4 C 3 4  
e V
Star SJI 44 rtionottniour (singl() 1 7 . 9 9
Printer 0 int Covert C S ' S
,

Disks

Bulk °SOD
10x 0.49 1 0 0  s L26.99
30 a /9-91 2 0 0  • £49.99
S Oxi14.99 S O O k  L114.99
Branded DSO D
10 a(4.? I 0 0 ,
L J 6 9 930 st a ll?  2 0 0  L69.99
SO s i l t , '  5 0 0  sLISS.99
Bulk DSHD
10 x13_91 1 0 0  s L19.99

P a p e r  ( I L ? ?  2 0 0  s 155 99
Fanfold (tractor Feed) 500 sheets L a  99 5 0 1 1
E
1 6
.
9 9  S
9 9  L I  2 9  
9 9

10x

Fan(old(tractoefeed) 1000 sheets £12.49
FanfoldLtraccorleive112000theets ( 2 1  49 Bra nde d D SH DSingle a e e t S OO sheets m y ,  10 a L4,99 1 0 0  x L36,99
Single Sheet 1001)  sheet, 1 1 2 , 4 9  111 a /12.99 2 0 0  •  (69,99
Single sheet 3 0 0 0  sheets ‘ 2
1
-
4 9  5 0  
a  
1 1 1 3 9 9  
5 0 0  
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i  
I  
5 5 . 9
9

Epson Stylus 310 dui paper pack L I )  III-9 D isk labe ls x500  £ 6 .9 9H. Packard Glossy paper pack (10) I I  99
High quaky inkietPsper (500) ( 1 0 . 9 9  D isk labe l.. •  1000E9,994



Blitz Basic
Blitz Basic2. I
P opular BAS IC  pr ogr a m m ing

for  al l  Arriogia•i.

Special offer
09.99

Peripherals

Sp e cia l
Offer

Vista Lite-3 11Vista Pro Lite
Requires 2Mb of Ram

& Hard Disk With
Kickstart 2.04 or above.

99

99

99

99
99
99

orD

1.99
1 9 9

•

6.99
9.99
4.99

6.99
3799
5.99

1.99
S.99
9.99

1.99
0.99
5 99
, 9 9

Video
I
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t o m
b oVI D I  A m ig a  24 ( R T ) +

Colour Real Time
Amiga video

ca p t u re  syst e m
•  Co rn e m e te  S V H S
•  T i m e  Lapse remote grabbing.
•  IIM P ,TIFF & PCX File Support.•  LoadVSare Ze art 1LRM 4 Anims

£139.99
VIDI Amiga 24 (RT) Pro
Professional Colour

Real Time Amiga
video capture system
• ( ou tpu t...1 r  •  SV HS inm il .
•  i 6  7 million colour grabbing.
• l im m : TIFF, P CX ,ANIM .11
,
11M
•  P rocening controls e ffects

£219.99

PrO99[4q)(
44
51452

•  C  natiMaIrbist wi th  VHS L  S V HS .
•  S a m  k i t e d  in  rriuktiple  sie  te rin atv
*  S u p p o rt  fi rr wi re . ]  m u m m y
• A fffnff""ff W M
4 9 1  
r • F i l i t • • •  
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"

Mb Pres memory

f  I 29.99 4
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Technosound
Turbo 2 Pro

a il 2 b it  Stereo Sampler plus
many more advanced features
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9
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9

Mega-Lo-Sound
13 but d i r ec t• to• d is l i  s am p le -

Great value only.. 1 2 4 . 9 9

ProMIDI
Interface

•  M IDI  in . M I DI  1 1 . ,  7  a MICH Om
•  Coropatibie with all M IDI software

only!! L I 7.99
•  2 x 3metre MIDI  cables 0 . 09

AURA 16/8
474.99/L29.99
Octamed compatible

or 8  bit stereo direct- to-disk
PC IdC1A s i-drar

s• lip .

(14
OctamedSound Studio
Latest version of the best
'runic making prorant for tha Amiga_ £ 2 2 . 9 9

Genlocks

Genlock 290
• Pui ise ire  Di m a .  tre e nits
• I  e n g e m.. oll•
• Me e  nueMy iimenit nano.
• indeperdrer e ire ri

£639.99
t a

 0  Genlock 292
• Video edit s o n . .
• Wan d  an e i d e r.
 • Ste ws M e n .  we e .rammwirs•
• . . . e n e m a poem • ie wir

• PIA fading Die r w .  g e e . .
• P S . , ,  w e .
• Dimenwernmen s a e . .  me
• i n • • • • . . . .  re in  wo o ,£264.99

A-Cut
9.•

£99.99
Fusion Genlock

• Cr. ,  rri reds Scan N T
I O O• 7 t S i m p e r
,  1 9
,
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-
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Entry level Genlock

Zydec Speakers
zyFi-2....L26.99
ZyFi Pro.1 57.99

Graphics
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. •  Ire  PC Fie tne l OCR sie n e .
- . £329.99
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Hand Scanners
Power Scan v4. £ 8 9 . 9 9
25611.1.k on AGAAregas H r .
Power Scan Col. L  I 74.99

4 ,  2 hit colour sooner. I 6.7 mann colours
I .

Home Office

£39.99

Final Writer 5
Word Processor/Publisher

Latest version o f  this awari •
D inn ing  SOiftWar t

only!! £72.99
Final Writer Lite
Requires K ickstar t 2 .04 or  above,
2M b o f Ram and I  Floppy  Dr ive ,
Hard Drive  installable if desired.

f 3
1
1
W
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r
d
w
o
r t
h  
6  
C
D

• Ams A m . , .  1 .0 4  i i r
• 371119 e l  M e mo ry
• C D  Ro m d rie r H O r i n
• On Line documentation

Wordworth 6 Office CD
•Woretwor th 6 * D e te s t . ,  2 i lOrgehner  ]
• Pio n e y P l atte r, £49.99
Mini Office Integrated

Package•Wordpriscessor •Spreedsheet
•Database *Graphite* Ono I R A . ,

£46.99
Final Data £39.99
•  Requir es  Wo r k b e n c h  i  [  o r  m o r e
I M b of rnernory Si I  fl oppy drive.

9.99

Twist 2 £74.99
Relational Database

•  Requires Workbench 2.1 o r
above & 2h1b o f  memory

Final Calc £94.99
•  Requires Workbench 2,0 ur
above. 2Mb of memory mom..
H.Dis k  win-  c el la o f  fr nv  ' ,pac e

P e a  Cul.

TurboCalc 4 £49.99
Directory

Opus 5.5 £45.99
•  Requires Workbench 2_0
..r  i n d  a H a r d  Dr i v e .
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Other Titles Available
Disk M agic 1  £34.99 ' B r o w s e  £13.99
Maxems M agic £26.99 N e t & W e b  f 29.99
Devpac 3 1 6 3
-
9 9  
N e
t  
W
e b  
2  
£ 6
6 .
9 9

Ga ine s m ith 179_99 T e r m i t e  t i  1.99
Hisoft BASIC 2 £63.99 T e r m i t e  TCP £47.99
Hisoft C + . L149 99 L 4 g h t wa ve 3 D t 4 2 9 .e 9
High Speed Pascal £69.99
Qua r te r ba c k  Disk S uite  134 99
GB R o t  e Plus 02 GB Route Edit 129.99

Graphics Software
N
'
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s  
2  
C
D

24.Bit
Graphics Manipulation
Requires 2c hip.'4 fast

RAM  minirnurrk
Hard Disk &

C D  R om  Dr ive ,
K. start 3.0 or  higher.

only!! £89 .99

Cinema4D
£169.99

Amiga Ray-Tracing software
Keg. 3 M b of RAM . and
Kickstart 2 or higher
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£279.99

Special Offers
X- CAD 2000 £ 9 . 9 9
Vista Pro Lite £ 4 . 9 9
Full Retail Box and Manuals
Blitz Basic 2.1  ( 7 9 . 9 9

A m i g a - C D  S e n n  Network cab.
Amiga Parnet Parallel Network E l  4.99
Modern Cable 9-25125-25 £ 9 . 9 9
Null Modem Cable £ 9 . 9 9
Amiga-VGA Moni tor  Adap, E6.99
Arniga-RF TV Cable £ 2 . 4 9
Amiga-CM8833 Moni tor  ( 9 . 9 9
Amiga-TV Scart Cable L 9 - 9 9
Printer Cable (1 .8 metre) 4 4 . 9 9
Disk Drive/Monitor Ext. £ 1 4 . 9 9
Analogue PC j.stick Adapt. £7. 99
Mouse/joystick Extension £ 4 . 9 9
Mouse/joystick Autoswitch £9. 99
MIDI  Cables (3 metre x2) £ 9 . 9 9
Centronics-Centronics f  9.99
SCSI D25-50 way Cent.  L  I 1.99
SCSI 025-50 way Micro-D £15.99
SCSI Adaptors from.. £ 1 5 . 9 9
SCSI Terminators from... £ 1 9 . 9 9
Internal SCSI Cables from... £9.99
2.5" IDE Hard Drive Cable £5. 99
Amiga-3.5" Hard Drive £ 1
8 . 9 9Custom Cable SuppliersnFor  all y i .  c a b l e  r e q o  r e n w i n

Just give us a  call, we can usually supply
most cables nex t work ing day.

Amiga CD ROM's
Delivery LI .50 per title or £3.99 for 4+

1070 We ird  ' re n n in , 111 .9 i
[M eta LSD Toil 1 1 4 9 9
I n k  LS D  V oll £ 1 7 . 9 9
I7 fte L  gSD VaLS 1 1 4 9 9
I ffi n  Colle ction L i t t ,
1714 Continuation 1 1 4 4 9
lee Phase 4 1 . 6 1 9

• Mat Sth Dimensioc 117.99
3
,
2
0
1
, 
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T
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E
I
L
”

llI*&LS DV oI.2 1 1 7 1 1
30 InntedObjecti 1 4 4 9
AGA Experience I NIPAt 17.99
AGA Experience 1 NFA111,99
AGA Tenant 97 1 . 4 _ 9 9
A m p Developers C010111
Amiga Desktop Video 111199
Amiga Repair KA 1 3 4 9 1
ArciNet I  1 1 1 9 9
Ainklin I Z
AnciNet 13
Ain iNe t
ArniNet IS
Ain iNat 16
ArniNet 17
Amite ...Se t
Al ICH. Sat
AntiNet Set 3
Anode Classics Pb,
Artwora
Assassin CD V .  7
Cid Gamin • LI
C64 Sensations v1
CAM
Cod Ganuts CD
CD-PD 1
CD-PO  2
CEO Pb 3
C n i n i n
-  
L i b
r a r
y

Den. torn
Dern. CoNectino .1
E nvaidon Uoliinned £17.99
1 ncountees ( 1 1 . 9 9
Eon Co lke tio n  1 £ 1 7 . 9 9
Cps Inc Encyclopedia 125.99
UM° CO vi Z I 1 . 9 9
C
l 
L
k
e
n
s
e
w
a
r
t  
1
2
6
.
9
9

Fractal Universe ( 1 1 . 9 9
Wows Delight 2 1 1 2 1 .9 9
Gateway 1 9 . 9 9
Geek Coign, ,  7 99

Amiga Developers CD Ver I 4 1 2 . 9 9
h a  L b  c a n i n e .  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Amiga . . . I  Amiga TeriwoWeem i o n . *  re in e n tal7 ,• ..
Derelower. train  anil Ow w a w a . . .

w!!Photogenics V2 CO ROM 489.99
New features Animation Support, Mew Effects S ister',

Virtue' linage. Plus elope

Buy Weird Science Network 2 CD &
CD-32, Serial Network Cable.

For only, f15 99

New!! EPI C  M ie l Encyclope dia  £ 2 5 .9 9

NewPCD Rom World Atlas £24.99
Full colour Multimedia Atlas for the Amiga.

Rated Absolute ly  S uperb

New!
, 
M a
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u
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i s
h
e
r  
4  
C
D  
s
e
t  
4
3
9
-
9
9

W o r d w o r tb  4 TO,  E in l  Wr i te r  4S E ,
10,000 Fonts and 5,000 Clips and more.

Now Available Zoom-2 ( I  8.99
Long awaited N e w version of this very popular

CD. The latest PO from 2 Libraries,

Octamed Sounds Studio CD 422,99
Totally revamped new wiminit of VMS top Hitting CE7,

inchedrs endless new and Improved M inims

New?! AnniNet 17 -rt... i  2.99
Scoop Purchase lt I n sig h t  D in o sa u rs
Designed for the CD32/CD.TV but usable on

any Amiga with CO. Now OnlyEFI. 9 9

Ideal Xmas Gift!!
Guinness Disc of Records 4 I 7.99

CD Version of the ever-popular fact filled book.

C i f  S t * S A t i . r i i  2  2 .  ,

Cita Graphics 4 1 1 1
Gichal Amiga Expro./21.99
Grafi.. Sensations I 1 1 7 .9 9
Gionneo Diu of Recordst 1 7.99
Ho rro r Se ne te e trt (111)1.17.99
Hottest 6 1 1 7 . 9 9
i macr PD CD £ 1 7 . 9 9
locative-Net 1 1  7.99
Insight Devosatirs 1 4 9 9
Learning Curie 1 1  749
Light ROM 4 1 1 4 1 3
tigh t RO M Gale  £ 1 1 . 9 9
MICK Publisher 0 9  90
Plagw We  Enhance r fo l . 9 9
eleateig Pt..% va 1 4 . 9 1
Movie Maker Special FX1I 7.99
Multime dia Tuolhit 1 .1117.19
Multiedia Backdrop, 117.99Network CD] e l i t e
Nothing but GIFs AGA° 7.19
Nothing hut Troia e e l /
°te ame d  S•SiniindS 76,17.1. I 7 11
Octarned Sound S tudien]
Ott Ye t M O .  Warn e  1 .1 7
9
;
Pandora's CD C P
Piri-Rog ( 2 3 - P i
Prints Shareware it/ £ 9 . 5 ;
n e t,  Goid ( 1 7 9 .
S c . •  S tarr.  1 1 7 .
9  ;Sti4i Sensation 1 1 1 7  v
Sound Fe  Sensation I  119 ;
Sound Library 1 1 7 4  ,
Source Code ( 7
s .Space A Astronomy 111.9
Special FXVoI.t  1 1 7 3
,Syverm eornier 1 1 7 . 9
.
1
• S p . tr u n i  CD % 1164
The Persoissi Suite 0 7  F.
UtlIna.111POSent 117 .9
.
;
UtilOrs Experience 1 1 1
Weird Ss AMOS PO / I k e
,Weird Sc. Animations 11
We ird  Sc. Clip Art E 1 . 9
Weird Sr_ (OD Gold 1174
Woddiench 4 4 4 - 0 . £20 9
World A d .  / 2 4 4
World lido 1
,
5 
( I t o
'
,

Woote n of the We b 1 2 1 .9 9
7090
,0  
t(FREE! Prima Shareware CD-ROM worth LI 0 with every order

of CD-ROM software over £30



FEATURE

A t  C U  A m i g a
M a g a z i n e  w e  g e

2 8

Pro a
lem o r e  e n q u i ri e s  o n
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o t h e r  s u b j e c t .  W h i c h
sh o u ld  I  b u y?  W h y
d o e s n ' t  i t  w o r k ?  C a n
I g e t  a  d r i v e r  f o r  th is?
Pri n t e r  g u ru  L a rry
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with computers that is sure to give
them grey hairs, it  would be printing.
I know from experience, because
I've now got as many grey hairs as a

certain well known ex football manager
by the name of Kevin Keegan! This aging
process can be avoided by putting in a lit-
tle homework, such as reading CU Amiga
Magazine! I think we all know that a print-
er is one of the first 'extras' that comput-
er users buy for their machine, but do
you really know much about what makes
it all tick?

Possibly not, because in this era of
plug and play, what most people want is
to take the printer home, plug it in and
then start printing. Not only that, from the
letters I get, it seems most people expect
perfect results from the time they hit
the print button. Unfortunately, printer
technology doesn't work like that on the
Amiga -  yet.

When it comes to using a printer on
your Amiga, you need to understand not
only how your Amiga works with a
printer, but also how the printer itself
operates. Only today, yet another
letter popped through my letter box from
an Amiga user telling me in the best
soap opera tradition, how pages don't
print in the right place on the paper and
how they can't get their printer to fill
the paper.

Such questions shouldn't need to be
asked once you've read this article to
understand more about your machine,
For him, and all you other printer users
out there, over the next few pages, I'll tell
you what you need to know to solve
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some fundamental problems and lots
more besides, but first, a look at the
different categories of printers that
are available.

Just  your type
Like people, not all printers are made the
same. You have different categories of
printers as well as different types within
each category.

Take ink-jets. Not all ink-jets are the
same because you have ones that print in
colour and monochrome, others that only
print in monochrome, high resolution
models. A4 and A3 formats and the list
goes on. No wonder people start pulling
their hair (only the grey ones of course)
out at the wide array of choices there are
these days.

Dot matrix
Dot-matrix printers also known as impact
printers and pin printers_ This antiquated
technology has limited uses these days
because although dot matrix printers are
cheap, so are ink-jets and the price advan-
tage the dot matrix printer once had over
an ink-jet has almost disappeared. Like
typewriters, pin printers rely on ribbons to
make the impression on the page but
colour ribbons quickly become dirty which
means the images they produce are also
dirty. This isn't so much of a problem with
black and white ones.

Buy one of these printers if you have a
specific need for it like producing tractor
fed stationery (like labels) or multi-part
stationery (like invoicing) or, like me,
you're really strapped for cash (cut the sob
stories - Ed).

I n k
-
j e t
If however, you want a printer for day-to-
day use, then the ink-jet printer is the ideal
buy. Whether it's producing colour coded
invoices that bring a smile to an accoun-
tant's face or CD covers that look like
they've been done on a printing press, the
ink-jet is certainly a versatile machine. And
with new models capable of 1440 dpi just
launched by Epson, new strides are being
made to create the perfect printer.

Laser printers
in recent years though, the price of a top
quality laser has slowly crept downwards,
affecting ink-jet sales in the process.
These days, lasers are affordable by most
computer owners, not just 'well to do'
Amiga people.

The only drawback in buying a laser is
that the output is monochrome, but if it's
lots of copies you want, then a LaserJet is
a must.

Applications for a laser are more limit-
ed than those for ink-jets but if you're into

DTP then you'll probably have a very good
reason for splashing out on one.

Other types
As well as the three main types of printers
listed above, there are others which are
useful for specialist types of work. The
main ones that spring to mind are the
thermal wax and solid ink type printers,
like the Star SJ-144 and Citizen PRINTiva
600C. These are not printers that should
be chosen for day to day work like printing
letters, due to their higher running costs.

These are more suited for doing T-
Shirts and printing on objects that other
types of printers won't touch. The
PRINTiva 600C, for example, is very use-
ful when printing on surfaces a wpt ink
printer won't, like glossy card and some
art papers. The PRINTiva can also print
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using metallic colours, something you
can't do with your garden variety ink-jet

Another type of printer that gets a
mention from time to time is the dye sub-
limation printer, great for producing pho-
tographic work but little else. If I was to
pick one area where the dye sub printer
does have a place for Amiga owners, it 's
in photography, especially for the serious
amateur or professional who wants to
take advantage of digital processing and
produce results close to that achieved o r
photographic paper.

Buying factors
So far, we've only touched on the cate-
gories of printers there are. Within each
category, are other sub divisions which
can make life just as difficult when it
comes to choosing a printer to sit along-
side your Amiga. Take Epson for example.
They have just released a load of new
Colour Stylus printers that are very good
indeed and a significant improvement over
previous models.

The problem faced by you, the printer
buyer, when new models like these are
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Can ce l

a Professional
Page lets you
set an offset
both vertically
amd beriroutully
so you can
atter where the
image on yoor
page prints on
the paper,
which Ion those
having prob-
lems getting
elemeins to
print in the
right place. is
real homes.

4  TurtePrints
Print Manager
has been
superseded by
the Graphics
Publisher in
TurhoPrirst 5
which will
allow multiple
images on
use sheet

Cootioned an pogo 31 Opp. Ole
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p• From time to
time. you may

seed to
re-calibrate

the print
heads on a

Colour Styles
and this rtility

tbal cares
with Studio II
Professional

will let you
di that

launched, is that many suppliers, especial-
ly Amiga ones, still have old stock. So do
you go for the new model or stick with a
tried and trusted one?

The deciding factor will be heavily
influenced by available printer drivers_ For
example, I've already mentioned this
super new printer from Epson that can
output at 1440dpi. Now, at the moment,
no printer driver on the Amiga supports
this resolution, but will do I expect in the
near future_

Compatibi l i ty
The big question though is whether these
new Colour Stylus models will work with
existing drivers in packages like TurboPrint
and Studio II. In the past. I have found
many new models have worked with
slightly older drivers, an example being the
Stylus 500 worked with the Stylus II driver
and Hewlett-Packard's 870 worked with an
850 driver and so on. This is because the
printer's command set (PCL, EscP2 and so
on) is very much the same.

That doesn't mean the Epson printers
will work with existing software though
because the significant point about the
Epson printers is the increase in resolution
which won't be supported for a while. A
case of watch this space.

So when given the choice between
new and old, use some common
sense and if in doubt, go with models
you know will work with your Amiga. I'm
sure your favourite Amiga maga2ine will
cover these new printers as they come
out, letting you know if they work with
current software and so on.

In the meantime, here are some

worthwhile points to make a note of.
• High resolution output (720dpi) takes a
long time to print because there can be
many megabytes of data to send to
the printer. Sometimes this process
can take many hours when printing
landscape pages.
• Printers like the Canon BJC-620 are
more economical when it comes to replac
ing colour inks that have run Out because
YOU Only replace the colour used. Most
others printers have tricolour chambers
and if one colour runs out, all three have
to be replaced.
•The 800 series printers from Hewlett-
Packard are very good for 600 dpi mono-
chrome output but I found fine detailed
colour images not as good as those from
the 720 dpi printers (Stylus 500 and
BJC-620). If choosing a HP model, the cur-
rent one is the 870CXi (not the 820
Windows printer).
• A  four colour printer which uses a
separate black cartridge and a three colour
cartridge, produces better output than a
three colour one (no black cartridge for
colour output).
•A ll new printers require a separate print-
ing enhancement package. Owners of
Canon printers can get such a package for
free from Canon while Epson and Hewlett-
Packard customers will need to pay E49.95
for theirs. Do not bother using standard
Workbench drivers, because I haven't seen
anything yet that matches the commercial
packages for quality and reliability.
Skimping on proper software just means
you are devaluing your printer and not
encouraging developers to create new dri-
vers and so on for Amiga owners. In the
end, we all lose by not supporting those
supporting us_
• Finally, buy an obscure brand printer to
save money and you could end up with a
white elephant. Play safe and buy a sup-
ported brand name.
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Dr iving t h e  da isy
There are two parts to getting your
printer to work with your Amiga. The
first is to get an appropriate cable. For
ninety nine percent of people, that
means a Centronics parallel cable.
These are the same as you would get
for connecting most PCs to a printer
and as such, are readily available in PC
stores right round the world_

The second thing required is more
complex. It's called a printer driver
and what it does is convert the infor-
mation being output by your Amiga
applications into a language under-
stood by your printer. As you can
imagine, each printer is going to have
a different set of commands it uses to
convert the information from a printer
into the image on the paper. This is
why you need different printer drivers
and ones that are up to date, because
although an old LaserJet driver may
drive a new LaserJet to some extent
(because they are both PCL based),
it's highly likely the output will be a
lot worse than what the printer
would produce if used with a decent
set of printer drivers. What's the
point in spending hundreds of pounds
for duff output?

Which leads me to two packages
that are a must for every Amiga
owner. One is called Studio II
Professional (HiSoft 0500 223 660) and
the other TurboPrint 5 (Wizard
Developments 01322 527 BOO). These
packages do two things. One is they
provide the necessary printer driver so
that your printer can understand the
stuff being output by your Amiga and
secondly, they have enhanced prefer-
ences programs which are vital to get
the best output these modern printers
can produce.

This is not a hard and fast rule and
varies from printer to printer, but if I
was buying a Hewlett-Packard laser
(or compatible), I would opt for Studio
II Professional, whereas if I was
getting a colour ink-jet, like an Epson
Stylus, I would go for TurboPrint.
There are other points though to take
into account. I'm told the Print
Manager for TurboPrint 5 (now called
the Graphics Publisher) enables you to
print more than one image on the
page, Studio II Professional meanwhile
has direct support for programs like
PageStream 3 and ImageFX 2.6,
enabling you to improve the output
you're likely to get from these applica-
tions. My advice is to talk to those
selling the program and find out which
pack has the features you need.

Neither package is ahead of the
game in terms of providing printer dri-
vers for new printers like the Stylus
600 and 800, but you can bet, they will
have drivers for these new models
soon after the printers' release.
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Larry's top  1 0  printers for  the  Amiga
1. Epson Colour Stylus 500

ough now superseded by the fab but
'ested on the Amiga, Stylus 800, the

Stylus 500 produces super
quality in colour and

black and white and is
great value. Requires

third party drivers
\  ,  like TurboPrint.
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1 41 I le  Epson Stylus 500 is probably the bestmuter tor Amiga owners is terms ot robe end print w it t y,
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3. Hewlett-Packard LaserJet 6MP
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2h better than this. Priced at around
D. this PostScript version of the 6
es has many great features. For non-
script output. you'll need Studio II

'essional or TurboPrint.

4, Hewlett-Packard 870CXi
1 A •,,,gged and very last printer that costs

r  • 00 more than the Colour Stylus but
'es well because the 600 dpi mono-
:me output is very good indeed, and
auality of colour images is certainly

•  Illhough a little pricey compared to the Epson Stylirs. the Conon
S U R  16 gill o very worthwhile purchase mth 120 dui output
i l l  mks chat can be individually replaced. It also feels Mate robust
IMP INA cosittoi3 oil the printer instead ol software only

better than those from its baby brother,
the DeskJet 690, which is getting long in
the tooth despite recent improvements .

5. LaserJet 5M Pius
This deserves a mention because of its
incredibly reliable engine, which keeps
churning out prints day after day. A little
bit on the pricey side for most Amiga
owners, but if you do a lot of DTP, this is
the printer

5. H e w l e t t
-
P a c k a r d  
L a s e r
J e t  
5
L

Fancy a laser for less than O K ?  Then
the LaserJet 5L is worth a long hard look.
It may be ugly and can't be upgraded to

A
l
p
o
,

PostScript, but the 5L is an ideal entry
level machine into the world of lasers.
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I ye seen this for just  E117.
which makes it exceptional

value for a monochrome
printer and because you can

. 0 0
0
0 /

upgrade it with the addition of an
upgrade kit, if you're looking for an
entry level printer, this may well be it.
Don't forget you need a printer driver/
enhancement package which adds E50
to the price.

8. Citizen PRINTiva 600C
This gets a special ment ion because it 's
almost in a category of its own and so
comes top of the class. The PRINTiva is a
solid ink printer for doing T-Shirts, metallic
colours and so on. A little expensive to run
but because it can print on things normal
ink-jets can't, it deserves a mention here.

A Oar ol the cheapest ink-iets I've ever seen is the Stylus
210, a monochrome primer that can be upgraded to colour with
the addition of a COM kit

9. Canon ELIC-4200
Very popular with Amiga owners, is
the 4000 series of printers from Canon.
The 4200 is the latest and with a price
less than €250, i t s  good value, even if
it isn't as good as the mighty 600
series Canons

10. Canon 4550
Gives you the ability to print A3 without
you having to mortgage your house. Use
it with CanonStudio or if you already have
it. Studio II Professional.

FEATURE

'The
11.1C•4550 is an
A3 capable
colour bubble-
in t that is
super value.
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Coutinued on page 32 1110



FEATURE

A  spot of  trouble shooting for  your printer
a  O. How can I lessen the time it takes
for my Amiga to finish printing a page?
•  A  Buy an accelerator. In recent tests
with an '060 board, I found a page with
pictures on it that took six minutes from
Final Writer on a 68020 Amiga, took only 1
and a half minutes using the '060 board.
Printer buffers and a faster printer helps,
but the accelerator in your Amiga is what
really what counts.

•  M y  page from the ink-jet has
white lines across it.
N I A  Use the printer's clean facility The
nozzles in a print head become clogged
for one reason or another, preventing ink
from getting to the paper. It could also be
a sign your ink is about to run Out. Try the
clean function first though sometimes the
n r
,
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•  0 .  How can I avoid dark lines across
the page?
•  A .  These are generally (not always)
caused by overlapping strips. When your
application prints a page, it does so in
strips, the less memory you have, the thin-
ner these strips. I have found testing dif-
ferent printers, that the occurrence of
these overlapping strips usually occurs in
cheaper models. It can also vary depend-
ing on what printer driver you use and
application. So if this is something you
have problems with, it maybe worth fid-
dling with the settings in your print
enhancement package or changing printer
driver packages should you be able to
afford to do so, or lastly, at some stage
get a better printer.

• Q  My page doesn't print In the right
lace on the paper.

E A  This is definitely a preferences prob-
lem. What you need to do is establish your
printer's hardware margins, enter these
into the application you are using (this
varies from application to application) and
then it should print in the right place_
Space prevents me from going into great
detail on this but having your page set up
correctly with your printer preferences
helps enormously. This is why I recom-
mend a package like Studio.

But even with that, I found different
settings (such as Page Formatl were
required for different types of printers,
never mind different size papers.
Experiment using black and white boxes
on your page because printing in black
and white is fastest. Do your experiment-
ing at the resolution you normally output
at. When you have a document that is set
up correctly, use it as a template for other
documents and make sure you keep a
note of all your preferences.

N C I  I want to print on card but the
manual says I can't.
• A  The manual says that because it is
not recommended because if you do and
you damage the print head, then you may

invalidate your warranty. However, if you
know that you are going to be doing this
type of work before you buy a printer, then
look for a heavy duty printer that has a
near straight paper path. A number of
lasers have these, as do some ink-jets like
the 600 series Canons (not straight, but
fairly close).

The best place to go for information on
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Don't bother mentioning its for an Amiga
because you'll only confuse them but ask
which printers do have settings for card or
thicker papers_ It's also worth finding what
damage can occur if useil with a particular
model so you can better assess the risk

M C I  I bought a DeskJet 850 and it
mentions in the manual about aligning
the print heads. How can i do this?
• A  TurboPrint has a utility for this. It is a
simple enough process but you will need
the proper software to do it Studio II has
something similar for the Stylus.

M C I  I am looking at getting a Hewlett-
Packard 870CM Deskiet. Is there an
Amiga printer driver for it?
• A  Both TurboPrint 4.1 and Studio II
drive this using the DJ-850 driver. I am
lead to believe TurboPrint 5 has a driver for
this model as well.

M a  I am looking at buying a laser
Einter. Should get a PostScript one?
▪  A
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u  
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wouldn't buy a laser that did not have
PostScript because there are many
instances where PostScript output is
preferable to that from printer preferences.
It is, in most cases, quicker too.

M C I  Why when I want to print only
text doesi t  take so long to print?
• Ali, Providing you are printing black text.
make sure you have selected black and
white in the printer set up function for
your application. Printing anything includ-
ing just text, takes time because an image
of the page is created in memory at the
resolution you have chosen and then
dumped to the printer in strips.

The other alternative is to use a text
based word processor like Protext where
the text is sent to the printer, not an image
of the page as mentioned above. Your
main obstacle with Protext is finding a
copy as I don't know if anyone is still sup-
porting the Amiga version,

1 1 0 .  Are printers for Macintoshes corn-
Ntible with Amigas?
• A  In general, no. It is possible to get
some to work with an Amiga but you
would be best advised if you have to ask
this question, to stick to 'PC' type printers
which work fine on Amigas. There are
exceptions of course, like GDI printers
which need a PC to control them. See the
top 10 (page 31) for a list of decent print-
ers to choose from.

N C I  The latest DeskJets have a
photographic mode. Will that mean I can
Lint photographs?

E  A  All ink-jets let you print photographic
material. This new photographic six colour
print mode where you replace the black
cartridge with another colour one, didn't
seem to make a lot of difference when
used on my Amiga. We may test this in
the future with TurboPrint 5,

• CI .  Can you tell me how to get rid of
the 'blockiness' that I get when I print
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A  Pixelisation or blockiness as you call
it, is caused by making a bitmap image to
big. To get decent colour images, make
sure that you don't enlarge the image
when putting it on the page. Lets say you
have an image that is 640 pixels wide
which on a normal monitor is around 9
inches. When you print it. make it around
5 inches wide on the paper. This is called

*sca l in g  and what that achieves is that it•-• - increases the effective resolution of the
image. If though you were having that
image printed on a high resolution device
for magazine production say, then it
maybe advisable to reduce it even further
to say 3 inches wide to increase the reso-
lution even more,

Something else you can do is make
sure that when you create such images,
you have anti-aliasing on. This witl help
improve the quality but above all, be very
careful when scaling bitmap images.

N I G  How canI use the scalable fonts
in my printer for multiple fonts on the
one age?
• A  Unless you have a text based word
processor like Protext that has printer dri-
vers that let your select the individual scal-
able typefaces in your printer, you can't.
Some other applications like Wordworth,
also have support for this, but
Wordworth's support does not seem as
comprehensive as Protext's. Printing
enhancement packages give you some
support for using the fonts in a printer but
at the end of the day, if you want to use
multiple scalable fonts on a page, you'll
need either a package like Protext that can
access these fonts or do what most peo-
ple do, and use the scalable fonts that
come with your Amiga or application.

What is generally misunderstood, is
that when you use the scalable fonts on a
page like PageStrearn. Wordworth and
Final Writer, these fonts are on the Amiga,
not in the printer, and the image of the
page is generated within the Amigas
memory and output as a graphic to the
printer. Programs that use the printer's
internal fonts, are working in text mode
with no graphics.

I could go on for forever about my
favourite subject but I've got to call a •
halt somewhere. We should have some
printer reviews soon, so until then •
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AMIGA WWI
FIXED PRICE ONLY E38.99 Incl. .t::::
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• 9 0  D a y  P a r ts .  a n d  L a b o u r  W a r r a n t y
2 4  H o u r  t u r n - a r o u n d  o n  m o s t  r e p a i r s

' I n c l u d e s  F U L L  D I A G N D S T I C ,  S E R V I C E  N .  S C b A K
' U p g r a d e s  fi t t e d  f r e e  w i t h  r e p a i r
' I f  d r i v e i k e y b e a r d  n e e d s  r e p l a c i n g  •  E 1 0 . 0 0
( a d d  £ 6 . 0 0  f a r  r e t u r n  c a r r i a g e )

AMIGA Al200 Repairs only EOM Fully Inclusive
R e p a i r s while-you-waitaddE10.00COMPONENT SPARES
We are the largest distributor and retailer of Amiga spares
in the UK. with on inventory of some 150,000+ parts. Large

' discounts and catalogue available to trade.
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S P E C I A L  O F F E R S
A500 Internal Drive
A600/1200 int.Drive
KickStart 2.05
Super-Buster IC
A520 Modulator Xchg
8520 CIA

C H I P S eurnscautps

E28.99 A500/600/1200 PSU
E28.99 Al200 Keyboard
E19.90 A600 Keyboard
E15.00 A500 M/Board vo
E18.00 CD-32 PSU
E12.00 CD-32 CDROM Drive

CASES P S US D R I V E S

EST.
16 Years

An a .

125. 9
EISA*
11910
E511.00
E25.00
E35.00

P CBS

AMIGA PC KEYBOARD ADAPTOR (All Amigos) E25,01 PC Keyboard E16.09
1PO41colym P u n k I n g  cmln1 C 3  0 0DART Computer Servicos s A u s

105 London Rood 1 1 1 6 ) 2 4 7 0 0 5 9LEICESTER    2 5 5 8 6 4 3
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LOWEST PRICED TOP QUALITY
RIBBONS, INKJETS, TONERS & DISKS

Printer Ribbons

These are just a small sglectkin of our Ribbons - Rink for those not listed

1 2 : 1 M T A  T  all other Ribbon prices
3.5" Disks 45‘ Disks Boxes

AU Disks Certified 1011% ERROR FREE
& INCLUDE FREE Labels
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Various Dust Covers avallahlelmet £3.99

Inkjet / Bubbiejet Cartridges
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14P 113.1 MO  l ark,  alma M I N I  For 2 *414111 Ral i k
HP Ds ,1•1 Strie 5 • 0 9 -1 • 4 1 4 ar 12 .00  for 12nd n m  1 • o l.
Star :Q M 1 1 . 5 9  het 2 *  214111 [ te ak

RingEMLatintalltaili Refills nutlitard
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Ring us or send cheques to:
Owl Associates, Dept 511, Owl House,

5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE 3 :
O ffi ci al  l i a t t ram e n t  E d u c a t i n o t a l  , , ,d e n  u t k o m e  E A  O E

DO YOU ATTRACT GIRLS?
Recent scientific research has offered evidence that pheromones can am
-
ac t
members of the opposite sex to the wearer Anicleshave appeared about
such research in the international press and have been featured on BBC
TV's Tomorrows World.
• "Minute quantities were sprayed on a chair in a dentist's waiting

room. Women patients made straight for the chair"Simday Times
• "Women are a m
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Lifestyle,
• The stuff attracts women like you would not believe."

Colorado Telegraph
(Many more press excerpts, with dates. are available on request.)
CONTACT 18 contains ANDROSTENONE and ANDROSTENOL
PHEROMONE and in the five years we have been offering it to the
public we have received many re•orders and letters from satisfied
customers. Comes in a discreet 15m1 atomiser (lasts 3 months).
"CONTACT 18 really does seem to work! The' most dramatic instances haw •4 .
-
c u r n d  w h e n
wearing it at discos. Girls just drift towards me and start .
fl i r t i n g . "  D . T .  
C a r d i f f .
"1 knew CONTACT 18 wasn't a gimmtck when one of thep i s  at work quite out of
character, started to seduce men-hen nv were alone in the office" S.D. Nottingham.

I SPECI AL OFFER
-, O r d e r  2 (125 90)

and get an extra
CONTACT 18 - FREE I

U t i

Price E12.95
Postpaid

Fast despatch under
plain covet

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE:
Co96a:118 al mina Pyou are nor

sings:41a Mar eel Kit atm xi asmi Istn
.14
;'9•
•:ass am OP! ati sign to, badc a till retina et stwr- usieno-s atisei

24 HR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 0191 487 4087(24hr5)
GKS RESEARCH TECHNOLOGY,  PO Bos 40, Gateshead NE8 I  PD

• T r a d e  Earporries Wdroorte
•

To: Gk .& RESEARCH TECHNOLOGY, P.O. BOX 40, GATESHEAD NES 1 PD
Price 112.95 each postpaid. SPECIAL OFFER: order 2 (125.90) and gri an extra honk FREE!
YES! Please rush me b o t t l e s  of CONTACT 18.1 enclose Cheque/
PO.for E ( F o r e i g n  add 13)
Or debit my Access/Visa Account No
Signature.  E x p i r y  Date
N a m e  B L O C K

A d d re s s  C A P I T A L S

Postcode   P I P A S L
I
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Black refills for HP Deslipt 500, 510, 550, 5t111, SRC. 5b01.', 66lK% ti54S.•
CANON BC-01. RI HIGEX/SX, BCO2. 13.0.00, 13.1130.11.13110„ 13J330

1-1PSUPN STYLUS 800, HMO. CITIZEN PROW'''. OLIVETTI JP150. 250. 350. 360
6 refill (3 im high capacity cartidges) kit I  20mL pure black. (
1 6 . 9 6 4CANON BiC600. 'MC4000/4100 20,0111111 pure black 12Dml. 416.99

EPSON S TY LUS  4 refills I2Onal. purr black E10.99
TRICOLOUR REFILL KITS:

HP DeSkjC1 rage to refills of Yellow. Magenta & Cyan 181MIL f24.99
CANON RIC210, 6004013304100 10 refills of Yellow. Magenta & Cyan 124.99

EPSON STYLES Colour/Hills M a g e n t a  & Cyan I  html. 124.99
Prim Head Recosers Fluid
- f o r  
u n b l o c k i n g  
m y r t l e
s  !
S E W  
L A R
G E  
S I
Z E  
N
E
W  
L
O
W  
P R
I C
E !  
£ 6
.
9 9

all kits come with full inittenetiona O t h e r  JI lI s avallablr.
lfl iprl.Inl P lea.1 slatc typc when marring

kolour Printer ribbons & reloads
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"slack Printer Ribbon Reloads
Swill)AB( :12111) b la c k  reloads 11.4

Stal 101201100 5 black reloads f4
Star DI."24 range 5 black reloads f 9.99
Seikosha 19011/2406
1
5;195  5  
b l a c k  
1 9 9 9

Epson FX80 to LQ800 range 5 blank I  1 99
Star LC24-34,14.C240 5 black reloads f  14.99

I -Qat( r0,13110.g is simple. just pri ar ora.•
normal paper & n o  on. O w  nblnal piss
, i s s sof prints, We can also supply r ibbon in roan)
colours T-shirt and normal ink

Special Re-Ink
For Pan aSOHIC 1080/81.
1123/24. 2123/80. 2135,
Star LC200 9pin. Epson
LQ0100/150, Oki 182 to
390 range. Black bottle
will re-ink 100+ ribbons.
0. 95

'I-Shirt printing ribbons
4 3  * I S 5 9 4 1 1
.
0 M I C T 2 4 1 1  
5 1 9  
L f r .
i

4 col Panasonic 2123 124.99
4 col Panasonic 2135 S. 1 9.99

4 colour Stair LC200 24pin £19.99
rcloacht for  above .49.99
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4 colour Star I.C10  410.99
reloads for  above 47.99

Black O tt ten Swift/ABC-11201)  4 9 9 9
Black Star LC IO E9.99

It S t a r  LC200 9pin 49.99Blasi. Pan KXP1010V81 4999
Black Pan KX P 1123:24 E9.99

Prices include VAT & postage. lo t rder scad cheques/PO
, p a y a l l i c  t o :CARE PRODUCTS
Dept CUA, 15 Holland Gardens, Watford, WD2 6JN

or use Visa/Mastercard or Education order. FnIrl
Tel order line 01923 894064

FRIPIROPEPURMINER2102
111111161110
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1230-IV
- Al200 TURBO ACCELERATOR

and MMU - SOMEtz 68030
OMb Standard. Exp. to 128256Mb
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Blizzard 1 MI t I V  Turbo Accelerator Memory Board
ON pertsrenne 1003o •sela Lox atmLAth it
,
1 ? cro r A D V .

With sts SamH7 ta xi iniMMII, th 1230-IV (dos %MYR
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AMIGA 68040ERC and 68060 ACCELERATORS
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Previews
M a x  Rally
•  Due for release: TBA •  Publisher: Fortress •  © 0181 988 8888

C i l  or such a simple and
technically basic
theme, the top-down
racing game has

proven a surprisingly popular and
managed to hold its own even in
these days of texture-mapped 3D
super consoles. While Skidmarks
and XTreme Racing marked a

ollowing on from
Virtual Karting. OTM's
next racing release
from the same Italian

author Rabic) Bizzetti is Virtual
Karting Deluxe. Promising to be
more playable than its predeces-
sor (not a tall order) the
final release will contain

•  DFR: TBA •  Publisher: OTM •  (t) 01827 312 302

move away from the genre, Max
Rally is set to bring it right back
up to date.

Fortress is the development
team behind Max Rally. This is
their first commercial game which
they plan to publish themselves

and sell through
mail-order. So

why write
another
top-down
racer
when the
likes of

Overdrive
and Roadkill

seems to
have it covered?

Basically because
Fortress wanted to
advance the formula
further still. To this
end, Max Rally takes
place over 30 tracks

another six tracks which should
be wider and longer than the
original and have lots of twists
and turns.

The original was a first in
terms of the fast 3D graphics,
but the handling of the kart and

the narrow tracks made it
virtually unplayable. The

and across four
terrains. Fortress
promise features such
as four-player link-up
(definitely a good
thing) which will have
its own track called
'The Outer Limits' (see
screenshots here). You
will also get to choose
from six different char-
acters and have the
ability to alter your
vehicle's direction in
mid-flight after jump-
ing across a ramp. Usual options
such as racing against the clock
and computer cars in various
championships are also planned.

Max Rally will run on all
Amigas with 1_5Mb and should
retail at E14.99. It is not far from
being finished so we hope to
have a review very soon. •
Mark Forbes

Virtual !Carting Deluxe
new version hopes to
change all that.
Judging from the
demo. I'm happy to
report that Virtual
Karting Deluxe's
control method of the
kart has been tremen-
dously improved.

Apart from that,
much of the original
game seems to be
there. You can select to play the
game in a variety of view points.
while at the same time depending
on the power of your Amiga, you
can select the usual 2x2 or better
still, 2x1 graphics resolution which
is only available in 3D mode, but
provides the player with some
tasty visual treats,

Deluxe isn't intended as a
direct sequel, more like an
enhanced version to keep you
interested until Virtual Karting 2
comes out. In the meantime,

-

c i lmer-a
you'll have to wait, as the games
nearly finished. We will definitely
review Virtual Karting Deluxe as
soon as possible. •
Mark Forbes



Ffi gy
ou may remember in
an interview with CU
Amiga Magazine
(December 96 issue),

Effigy Software described their
vision of the way forward for the
Amiga games. Faced with a declin-
ing market they decided that dual
format CDs offered a good solu-
tion. Pinball Prelude was their first
foray into that market and Ffigy
was planned as the next

That was a couple of months
ago and work has been continu-
ing on the puzzle/adventure game
that they describe as a ''3D slap-
stick extravaganza E ffi g y have
been busy concentrating on
creating the graphics, using
LightWave for some of the main
character's movements.

So where does the
slapstick bit come in?
Well. Ffigy is a 10y-
lible cutesy character

•  Due for release: March•  Publisher: Effigy Software
•  01526  834020

who when the game is finished
will be able to interact with his 3D
environment and go through the
puzzle/adventure game spreading
happiness and general kudos all
around him.

These rendered screens look
great but we'll have to wait to see
how the actual game turns out. It

is a long way off being fin-
ished still but rest

assured we ll be there
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HARD DRIVES

N you bare loussa a
cheaper priceesewhere in this

magazine call us  and
we *III do Our best to

U. h e a l  a.

Tel: (0115) 9444500

5411$111
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I GIG
I-2 GIG u s i l

SUPER LOW
SPECIAL OFFER PRICES

1240-4MB....E219,99 1240-8MB ..C234.99
1240-16MB.,A274.99 1240-32MB,...E329.99

WAIT!
When you first receive your
hard drive we think the last
thing you  want to do it  to  have
to reformat it . All our drives
are sa l up  CORRECTLY We
can even configure the drive
to your specifications
• Dr iv es  a r e  fo r n ia l l en  &
Installed w i t h  Workbench,
• OVER 150MB of lop  quality

I  Public Domain software

including:- Compugraphic
fonts & a p a rt . Lighhvave &
imagine objects. top demos &
music modules, essential u t ili-
ties, games and lo ts more

- - -  -

4 inn

32‘111

Also available:- APOLLO 1230/50Mhz

Special Offers
APOLLO 1240125

El 99.99

25 Both Street,
Ilkeston, Derbyshire

DE7 8AH
Fax: (0115) 9444501

I 211010.111
‘1121141 4NIB
A UDI'

APOLLO ACCELERATORS
APOLLO 1240/1260

1240/25 OMB
1240/25 4MB
1240/25 8MB
1240/25 16MB
1240/25 32MB

£199.99
C219_99
E234.99
£274.99
£329.99

1260/50 OMB
1260/50 4MB
1260/50 8MB
1260/50 16MB
1260/50 32MB

E479.99
E499.99
£515.99
£554.99
£609.99

549e9

itt7.e9

APOLLO 1230 LC
The 1230LC coritAr, the best
Price/PertoimanOe rriiio5of
I 203 accelerator. Otith a
66030125Mlizard 25Mliz 6f F R J ,
1 x 72 pi9 SIMM secket

!31-Tue r "
.1230LC OMB

1 230LC 4MB
1230LC 8MB

C99_99
C119.99
C137_99

APOLLO 4040
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STORAGE

l ig  WESTERN DIGITAL

A500 ALIPAPOWER
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111%111 1 2 1 1 & 9 9
1705111

1114,9

uaritum*
,

WOMB ,
I GIG
11 GIG

GIG
2-
, 
G
I
G

MEMORY
72pin 7ONS 7 2 p i n  olTh S

Al200 RAM CARDS

CALL (0115) 9444500 OR (0115) 9444501
TO PLACE YOUR ORDER

The new Apollo 1240 features a fan cooled super-fast 68040 running
at 25MHz, in-built FPU. Battery-backed clock and 1 x 72 pin SIMM
socket. Making it one of the best value accelerator cards available.

Microvitec 1402 Multisync Moni tor  including cables and
25Watt speakers £ 2 8 9 . 9 9

NEW Epsom Stylus 500 Colour  Inkjet Printer.
Prints 720dpi  on standard paper  E 2 4 9 • 9 9

0% Finance available
call for details

SURF THE NET!
28,800 FAX/MODEM

£99.99
33,600 V34 FAX/MODEM

E119.99
INCLUDING CABLES & SOFTWARE

KY POST: Plea%e make L.rheques and Posial Orders payable to "Visage Computers"
allow 5 Working days for 1,:hexitit!s to clear

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS INCLUDING SWITCH & VISA DELI
PHONE: Credit/Debil card orders taken from 9.311ant - 5.30pm Monday to Saturda!,

DELIVERY CHARGES  NEXT DAY - £6.95



GAME REVIEW

Burnout
Fans o f  t h e  fi l m C ra s h  mi g h t  e n j o y
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apocalypse society,
inevitably the first
instinct of any

survivors would be to strap
spikes onto their cars and crash
into each other at high velocities.
Things like rebuilding society,
growing food and so on might be
more sensible but people have
seen too many Sci-Fi movies to
escape this fate. So set in 2045.
Burnout puts you at the wheels
of one of these cars as you
bid for fame and fortune in the
sporting arenas.

ra c e  in  s ig h t .

Burnout has been generating
quite a lot of interest. First of all
it is Vulcan Software's first depar-
ture away from catering for all
Amigas. Instead of running on all
Arnigas with 1Mb as usual
Burnout is AGA only. Another rea-
son behind the interest is: not
only does it have, to quote the
advertising, "100
1)
/0  f u l l y  
r e n -

dered in game graphics...
six channels of High
Definition sound effects..
Hires Laced 256 cols (FT)
25fps Ne wt o n ia n
Mechanics... Complex

Artificial
Intelligence..." etc
it also sounds like
Wipeout, the futuristic
racer which is making
waves on ahem._
other platforms. But a
racing game it isn't.

Crash
B urnou t  iS a d e m o l i -
tion derby. You
choose your car from
a choice of four, and
enter the arena (also a
choice of four, but

CARTS. 2 0 4 5  15 A k/CitY OSPrencrrr PLACC roman
P4.111tert L A S
1
r e C A 1 U A
Y .  
T H C  
S C A
A M O

TI IC PAST M e t  0010CrIT TO eVellet ine a mmonT

A WO*. nice graphics. Pitt ahem the gameplay, Tire big cylinder type thing show" here is 'slog to be your
here lathes and pootlemen for as hang as yea can stay am it

•  Price: El 9.99 •  Publisher: Vulcan © 01705 670269 In http://www.vulcan.co.uk

there will be hundreds
of home grown arenas

in no time) to battle it  out
with your opponents. which you
do by ramming into them until
they explode, knocking them off
a platform so that they plummet
to a distant fate.

The winner gets the big cash
prize, the runners up. miraculous-
ly reborn to fight again, get
smaller prizes. This can be spent
enhancing your car, and therefore
your chances in the next battle.
You can spend your ill-gotten
gains on improving your engine,

buying a reverse gear
(very  useful when you

find yourself on
the edge of a
precipice), fitting
your car with
spikes etc. There
are also cheaper
one-off weapons,

such as the stinger.
which gives an
extra meaty slap to

an opponent. or
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A The usual sospects ate lined up for pew perusal.
We've got four Irliely looking rohotic lads here.

grey-out, which makes the action
disappear into a dense fog while
you escape, or more likely blun-
der off a ledge in the confusion.
Also adding to the general confu-
sion there are several bonus
games that crop up throughout
the game but they don't have nay
indication of what you are sup-
posed to be doing in them. Your
car either shoots forward or
stalls. Very strange,

The game comes on seven
disks, which may be less than a
large graphic adventure, but feels
a lot longer once you have had to
install the thing. Installation is via
Workbench only. each disk
having to be opened and the

A Here's your option screen looking all moody sod
atmosstheric. Tournament or head to head? Let's see.
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A The mystical pentacle where all the action takes place, Speo

individual files dragged from their
floppies into the appropriate fold-
ers. After all that, the files have
to be unpacked by double click-
ing on each one. Even if Vulcan
hate writing proper installers, a
custom AmigaDOS routine could
do everything for you about ten
times easier and ten times faster.
It would have taken little longer
to write as it will take every
buyer to install the thing. This is
very poor.

Piece  o f  a r t
Once it is up and running, every-
thing begins to look rosy. The
intro graphics are excellent, and
the options screens all bode well
for the game, offering up to four
players via keyboard, joysticks
and joystick adapters. Aura
Interactor output and cars with
wide ranging statistics. Then the
game starts and it all goes wrong
again. Yes the screens do look
gorgeous but they only move a

few pixels up and down, and
even then they have a tendency
to strand you off-screen. The
vehicle sprites are all nicely
designed fully rendered 3D
objects but they lack animation
and don't show the effects of
damage, indeed the first thing
that really tells you your car is
damaged is when it vanishes
with a pop. No debris or anything
like that. As for Newtonian
mechanics, I seem to remember
notions of equal and opposite
reactions - these collisions betray

clear evidence of released
elastic potential energy

which must mean
that.... hmm, the cars
are made of rubber!

S h a r e w a r e
There is a lot about

Burnout that makes you think
Public Domain. Damn fine PD
admittedly, but the gameplay just
never seems to go anywhere,
and amusing as the idea may be.
it just doesn't last. There is no
real progression in the game, no
increase in the difficulty, and very
little sense of long term achieve-
ment. Even multiplayer action
didn't seem fun, and looking at
those graphics won't keep you
happy for ever.

GAME REVIEW
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I hate to sound discouraging,
after all releases like this for
higher spec. machines are the
only way the Amiga games scene
has a snowball's chance, but
that's the way it goes. Pretty AGA
graphics just aren't enough. •
Andrew Korn

BURNOUT

graphics
sound
testability.

'

'70%
' 27%
50%

•  workbench version 3
•  number at disks
•  RAM 6 N b
•  bard disk only

I really wanted
to like this —
but didn't.
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Matcher te,. a one or two player game you will hose at your command a crack nitwit of Toy Tailors
meanie tarn tool widen. grenadier, tarnoured tank, dune buggies. pat, gliders.
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Amiga S  B o o s t e r  ooster CD
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The Amiga Developers C D
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package a nd  the  installer
package. Also included is a
rast amount of info. -

I

Hie Amiga Repan k i t  Cl ) comes
complete with the al l  with al l  the
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is a  superb
program that will allow you to
restore sour valuable data
even i f the Rigid Disk Mock.
has been destroyed or awritten. t
recover files front no
or c or r upte d d i s k s

_,'

The turn CD contains a vast I
programs and data tor the
, , 4
t h e
-
A m
i n e
s  
m
o
u
l
d
.  
H
o
w
e
v
e
r  
t
h

ikifferentiates i tsel f by have
toments ready to run without de-
archiving. T h e  contents include
Anima:lions 36 mom Commercial
21 megs. Demo's 65 megs, Disk
tools 12 mtgs. Fonts 12 megs.
Games 37 mtgs. Misc. 6  mcgs,
Modules 110 megs, Music 21
megs, Objects 12 megs, hem
118
- 
m
e
g
s
,  
P
r
e
s
e
n
t
a
t
i
o
n
s  
2
3  
m
e
g
s

Primer 1  meg. Programs 2  •
meg', Samples 4  megs„Ststensr
10 me g!,  T e x,  mires 2 6  me gt ,
I 6  meg; and Vidules 3
megs. Ful l  English does. tend
M e ttl IS_

,
1
_
1
.
7
)
.
) 
A
y
/

ott
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en tectisu, 18,000 music modal, •
arranged of  four compact discs a
-
.

sorted by composer, groups and Op
AR stored ready to use from the compact
discs. Provided with 11 mews of Module
lists and 25 megs of module players Jr
.
'

many different computer platforms.
This 7 years titanic work provides over a
11)00 hours of music enjoyment along
with information on  m ay o f  the
composers s'A w o r k  is featured.

3
1
‘  
,
•
4
1
,  
•

Meeting Pearls 4
iSolloove
Collection)

8.95

Giga Graphics
Four CD-Rails
image Collection

119.95

Global Experience
Commercial

Denim Software
1 24.95

licakbench
Add.on CD

(Unities)
t  24.95

Xi•Poini r• 4,0
24 nit linage
Mritiiipmiorion

f  49.95
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mask creation to nine torights
A. f r r

Getting an Amiga  connected to the Internet i o n e  o f
the m o s t  d i f fi cu l t  t a sks  d u e  t o  t h e  co m p le x
iasta llat ion rout ines o f  Am iTCP and the la ck o f  any
real guidance. N ' o t  o n ly w i l l  th is sa t ia t ion  change

I b u t  VMS N W  ru m  h r  ab le  t o  g e t  eonnected t o  the
! m e l t e  a n d  the 1 4
.
1 4 1 1
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complicated setting up o f  the software. O u r  extensive
networking •vkills h a ve  re a lly been p u t  t o  t h e  test
providing a  simp le  connect ion f ro m  a  compact d isc
provid ing a  pleasant in troduct ion a n d  connection t o
the in t e rn e . M o st  o f  the d if fi cu lt  setting up  iv done
atamnatically f o r  you  w ith  the  connect ion program
/ lr l, t id e d .AU that is required is the answers to  a few
ample questions. I n  addit ion the CD contains a ll the
hods rrq u ire d  fi st  both the beginner and expert, f u l l
instetchiors (Al!  ge t t ing  connected a n d  m a n y r e r y

i: he lp fu l documents on  the In ternet and WA W. T h e
buds in clu d e  Am iTCP,  M a il,  ETP,  * WM '  and  many
more. I n  addit ion there is a  sect ion on  WWVI
. p a g e WO art  and creation IONt

r
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Fo llowing  in  the Assassins C D
trad it ion w e  p ro u d ly p re se n t  -
another 5 6 0 4  g a m e s o n  C D
with the superb Assassins menu
system. o n ce  a g a in  im p ro ve d
with access' t o  each gam e . it 's
requirements, inst ruct ions a n d
information. Th e  games eitt, be
played f ro m  th is superb menu.
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graphics 54%
sound 50%
lastability 11%
playability 58%

JETP I
•  Price: E16.99 Publisher: Vulcan Software it 01705 670'

11

Yikes1 T h i s  a i n ' t  n o
m a n y  k e y s  a n d  n o t

0  hey're calling it 'The

Pinnacle of Realistic
Flight Simulation'.
'They' in this case are

Vulcan Software, the games pub-
lisher, so perhaps that's not so
surprising. JETPilot is the first
Amiga flight sim to have appeared
for some years now. Many would
say Amiga flight sims peaked with
F-29 Retaliator, or the Microprose
offerings for those who like a bit
more depth. Alas the near mythi-
cal TFX has still not appeared and
so it seems a logical step that one
of the Amiga's most prolific game
publishers should rectify the situa-
tion. But can it really live up to
that bold opening claim?

Need for  speed
JETPilot comes with a range of
options designed to get it running
at a reasonable speed on any
Amiga from a basic A500 to a fast
030-based Amiga or better. Even
so, 'fast' is not a word that
springs to mind however you have
the game setup. The game itself
is set in the present day and
includes aircraft such as the
Lightning Fl,  3 and 6, MiGs arid
even the incredible Lockheed F-
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A JEThlot it fall ol smittice, maps and calculations. Shown here is
ike comparatite performance relief' of three planes.

i sm

g a me l  T h e r e  a re  f a r  t o o
e n o u g h  a l ien s .

104. These are
controlled via
either an analogue
joystick or a com-
bination of mouse
and keyboard, The
controls are initially
hard to get the hang of
and committing the various
keystrokes and functions to mem-
ory also takes a bit of time.
However, the good news is that
after only a short while you
should be going up-diddly-up-up
and down-diddly-own-down with-
out too many problems.

If it's pretty graphics and loads
of fancy scenery you're after,
you're likely to be disappointed.
However, if you want a flight sim
you can sit in front of with a pot
of tea and a tinker with fine tun-
ings and options for hours on

end, it's a different
story. While the 3D
engine leaves a lot to
be desired, a lot of
work has obviously
gone into making the
various statistics as
realistic as possible
but then I'm not an
RAF fighter pilot, so
frankly I'm just taking
their word for it that all
the details are right —
do you know the
acceleration rate of
any of these planes?).

Sensibly, the
Vulcans have
included the option
to practice all the
elements of the

game, from simple
tasks such as land-

ings, takeoffs and naviga-
tional training, to more

involved tasks such as ILS and
auto approach, radar practice,
missile firing, air-to-air-gunnery,
and thrilling abbreviated spills
such as DACT, GCI VIS and CGA
practice. Before you can get
down to the game for real you
have to first prove yourself by
completing 21 exercises (again,
just to prove that you do know
how to land, etc.) and then it's
combat time

Sadstick
You're never up against over-
whelming odds, instead choosing
from a number of combat options
where you can face up to two
opponents alone before wingmen
become obligatory. Of course, if
you're a social creature, you'll
want to go up against twelve
bogies with six CPU chums — if
only to utilise the remarkable 'look
over your shoulder at your team
mates' button.

JETPilot isn't about to win any
awards for the most stylish game
ever but it should satisfy flight
fanatics not so concerned about

heart-stopping ariel acro-
batics and gung-ho blasting
action. You have control

over just about every option
you could think of, so alter

the atmospheric settings from
the time of year, time of day,

weather conditions or starting
location, or simply muck about
with the various camera views;
watching from above, below,
inside, or even from nearby air-
fields (and in case you're wonder-
ing, you're the little black spot!)

Happystick
You've got radio communications
(the comical old Amiga voice
synth) 27 airfields around Europe
to visit, tons of HUD and naviga-
tional aids and maps, and the
possibility of future data disk
expansions.

Compared to the classics men-
tioned earlier, JETPilot doesn't
measure up too well. If you want
a new flight sim then by all means
take a look, but you may well find
deeper, more exciting alternatives
in the bargain bins and budget
sections (see page 44).•
Matt Broughton

JETPILOT
aStle

rISH +

Al200

AISOS

Antal

AMIN

Attlee

•  workbench version . • I . 3
•  number of disks 4
•  RAM ..................
•  hod disk installable—yes

OMAR
Detailed flight CCsim that lacks %
speed and
graphical detail.
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111 Price: £14.99 •  Publisher: Effigy Software © 01526 834020

0  ou may remember XP8

in its AGA form: a fast
scrolling smooth shoot
'em up in the style of
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aforementioned games it still
received a healthy 72% rating. A
E19.99 price tag and too much
sameability in the gameplay bring-
ing its score down slightly.

This all-Amigas version is much
the sar
-
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-  
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e  
A
G
A  
o
n
e

suffering only a slight loss in the
graphics. However, it stills scrolls
very smoothly so I had no problem
controlling the ship using either a
joystick/pad or keyboard.

The aim is simple. you've got a
set number of mines to destroy for
each mission. However, you've got

to avoid or blast away-all
manner of meteorites/

space type things that
are trying to kill you
along the way.
Luckily, you don't
have to rely on your

dodging skills alone
as you've lots of power

ups be had.
Although the same criticism of

GAME REVIEW

, 1
1
W
1
1
1
0
.
1  
2
5
4
5
4
4
3  
0  
1
1
.
-
-

•  •

Iiilko
4

• 'AM11011111Mill

, „  11111111111111• I  1
-
9 1 1 7 5 1
1

-, -
sameabilty could be levelled this
version of XP8, it still runs and
scrolls very smoothly. The music is
nothing to write home about but
I'm pleased to say it's now at the
lower price of 04.99.

Its been a long time since I've
played a vertical shoot 'em up and
I must say that I really enjoyed this
one. It's also good to see software
companies still producing games
for all Amiga owners. •
Lisa Collins
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•  THE BEST PRICES POSSIBLE
FREE EXPERT TECHNICAL ADVICE (24 HOURS)TO HAVE 1BLSTORES IN UK IN 1997
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THE AMIGA
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9

ALlui BTREED 2 121)01
AL1891 BREED] 09500) 1 2 1 9
ALIEN BREED SPEC. E0IT:101411 MEGI10.111
ALLO ALLO 1 2 _ 9 9
ASSASSIN (SEC) 9 . 9 9
ASSASSIN SPECIAL EDITION 9 . 9 9
BASE JUMPERS 1 4  99
BATTLE CHESS 6 _ 9 9
BLINKY SCARY SCHOOL 8 9 1 1

°LOB. BLASTER. CYBAPUNKS 1
1
4
9  9
9 9
,

BLOBZ
BODY BLOWS GALACTIC 7 2 . 9 9
BREATHLESS
B u n *  N STIX
BuBBLEN  SQUEAK
c ARL LEWIS cHALLENCIE
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER
CHAOS ENGINE
cLOCKWISER
CLUB k  COUNTRY
CRICKET MASTERS
DALEK ATTACK
DESERT STRIKE
DIE H A M  2
DINO DETECTIVE AGENCY
DISPOSABLE HERO
DNA
DOUBLE DRAGON
DRACULA
DUNGEON MASTER z
ESSRNTIAL MATHS 5-12 9R5
ESSENTIAL SCIENCE 5-12
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP
EXILE
CI CIRCUITS
FIWORLD CHATAPIONSHIPSHIP
FEARS
FOOTBAlL DIRECTOR 2

ALL
Al209
A509
ALL

ALL
ALL
ALL

Al200
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL

Al200
ALL

Al200
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL

1699 A L L
14,99 A L L
14.49 A l 2 0 0
12.99 A L L  •
19.99 £ 1 2 0 0
29,99 A l 2 0 0
14.99 A L I
14 99 A L I
999 A U .

14 99 A L L
499 A L L

14,99 A500100
999 £121141
499 A L L

20.99
4.99
9,99
9.99

18,99
14.99
12.99
9.90

19.99
12.99
9.99
9 99

FLOPPY
ROOTH Al.I  GL O RY
FOOTBALL MASTERS
FORMULA 1 MASTERS
GEOGRAPHY 6-11 YRS
GERMAN 9-19 YRS
GLoanuLt
GLOOM
GRAHAM GOOCH
GUATIDIAN
HEART OF CHINA
HEIMOALL
HE iNDALL 2
HER0OuEST
HUMANS 3
IMPOSSIBLE MISSION
!NTOS
JET STRIKE
JUNGLE STRIKE
JURASSIC PARK
KICK O FF 9 6
KIDS RULE oK
KIDS RULE 0482
KINGS QUEST 5
LEGACY OF SORISAL
LEGEND OF KYRAND1A
IION KING
LOAD OF THE RINGS
MATHS [ALGEBRA' 6.16 IRS
MATHS !GEOMETRY) 6-16 YRS
MATHS (NUMBERS) 6-16 IRS
MATHS (STATISTICS) 6-19 IRS
MULTI SOCCER MANAGER
ODYSSEY
ON THE BALL
OPUS 5
OVERKILL
OVERLORD
PACIFIC ISLAND
PINBALL ILLUSIONS

9 9.3

* 4 E 9 914.99
9.99

14.99
12.99
12.90
14.99
7.99
4.49

16 99
24 PO

AL L
AL L
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL

Al200
Al200
Al 200

ALL

Al200
12 99 A L L
29.99 A l 2 0 0

9.99 A9009490
14.99 A L L
14.99 A l 2 9 0
14 99 A l 2 9 0
1449  A L L
19.99
14.99 A L L
14.99 A L L
19.99 A L L
22.99 M LI MEG
24.99 A l 2 0 0
14.99 A l 2 0 3  :
19.99 A l2 6 4 2
14.99 A L L  9
14.99 A L L  •
14.99
14.99
4.99

12.99
12.99
44.99
1469
22.99
12.99
1499

ALL
ALL •
ALL
AL L
ALI

£12011
£1200

ALL
ALL

Al2 0 0
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FLOPPY
PINBAL L  PREL UDE
14.99
POWER DRIVE
PREMIER MANAGER 3
PRIMAL RAGE
REACH 9:041 THE SKIES
RICK DANGEROUS 1 OR 2
RISE OF THE ROBOTS
ROADKILL
ROSOCOP 3
RUFFIAN
SCOOBY 0 0 0  A SCPAPPY1300
SENSIBLE GOLF
SENSMILE SOCCER
SHADOW OF THE BEAST 3
911AON THE SORCERER
SP1ERS LEGACY
SUPER LEAGUE MANAGER
SUPER SKI0 MARKS
SUPER STARDUST
S u n k  STREEIFIGHTER 2
SUPER TENNIS CHAMPS
SYTTV
SYNDICATE
TERMINATOR 2
TRACKSUIT MANAGER 291
TRAcKsurr MANADER 2 195
TUTURCAN 2
UFO
ULTIMATE SOCCER MANAGER
UTOPIA
VIRTUAL KAITUNG
VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
WAR IN THE GULF
WATCHTOWER
WORLD CHAMP BOXING
WORLD GOLF
WORLDS OF LEGEND
WO RM S
TP19
KIREME RACING

18.99 A L L
17,99 A L L
19.99 A l 2 0 0
9.99 A L L
9.99 A L L

19.99 A l 2 0 0
12.99 A l 2 0 0
9.99 A L L

14.49 A L L
299 A L L

14.99 A5001600
8.99 A L L

14.99
19.99 A L L
1999, A l 2 0 0

9.29 A l 2 0 0
1 2 9 9  A L L
14,99

12.99 A L L
19.99 A u .
5.99 A U .

1 4 9 9  A5 0 0 4 1
1
,0
18.49 A L L
19.90 A600.9109
21,99 A l 2 0 3
9.99 A L L

1E99 A l 2 1 9 3
999 A L L
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999 A l 2 0 0

12_99 A l 2 0 0
19 99 A L L
999 A L L
11,99 A L L

14.99 A L L
18.99 A L L
22 99 AIIITIAIKD
17 99 A t m °
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character and atmosphere. The clinical com-
puterised world of the modern flight sim
can leave the player feeling like something
of an observer, while 817 offers plenty for
those who like to get lost in a game.

Budget Games
A  b u n c h  o f  re - re l e a s e d  fl ig h t
s ims  c o m e  u n d e r  t h e  g a z e
o f  M a r k  F o rb es .

B1 7 F LY I N G  FORTRESS
Price: 04 .99
When 817 was released back in 1992 it scored in the
high eighties. Five years on and Amiga flight sims
really haven't progressed much further. Now it's
on offer again only half the price.

Unlike many of Microprose's best known flight
sims, B17 is not set in the present day, but in
World War 2 when pilots had none of the comput-
erised guidance systems and weapons of today. As
such, it's a rather different kettle of fish to the likes
of Gunship 2000 and F15 Strike Eagle.

Most of the traditional features in B17 are there
like bombing from the skies and dogfighting with
the enemy air patrols. The 25 missions that must
be completed successfully are extremely involving
and lend a solid 'meaty' feel to the gameplay, lifting
it above a mere shoot 'em up or technical repro-
duction of an old war plane.

While 817 is a very sophisticated game in terms
of detail and depth, it lacks a little speed.
Unfortunately further delays come from floppy
disk loading and disk swops — no, it's not hard
disk installable!

What B17 lacks in whizz-bang gadgets and
excitement, it makes up for with its unique

STARLORD
Price: E14.99
Here's a  twis t if I ever did see one. Why not make another
flight sim but only this time set it in space? Not altogether
an original idea, but Elite, Frontier, and Wing Commander
managed to do it quite well! StarLord doesn't.

The actual fl ight-based action is OK but the emphasis is
placed more  on strategy and having to remember plenty
of keyboard controls. However, i t has no depth and is bor-
ing. A  fl ight sim in space? A combat strategy game in
space? I t fails both ways unfortunately, as i t ends up
doing neither at all well. The graphics aren't great by any
means and the  audio also has a primitive sound to it. The
gameplay is muddled and confusing in places and i t takes
a great deal of e ffort to got anywhere and to figure out
just what's  going on.

Starlord is by no means an essential
purchase, despite the  cheaper price.
You'd be be tte r off looking for  Frontier
or Wing Commander instead.

4 4

DOGFIGHT
Pric iE14.99

Tiik

'

One of the hardest
game types to do
on the Amiga has
got to be the fl ight sim. The only good ones I can th ink of that

have been memorable were: Combat Air Patrol, F-29 Retaliator,
Gunship 2000, Knights of the Sky (please release th is one
Guildhall), and that's it. Unfortunately, TFX was never released
although in my humble opinion it could have been the greatest
flight sim of all-time on the Amiga, but that's another story_

Dogfight is not in my list of great flight sims. It's truly awful.
I'm not being overly harsh, I never liked it when it was released
by Microprose first time round. From the early beginnings of the
loading Dogfight it's easy to see that a lot of effort has been
piled into Dogfight's presentation screens and not enough into
the main program. It's the classic, nice box, nice manual, shame
about the game though!

Once you've seen the impressive title page and listened to the
jolly war-time music, along with the mission briefing, you'll be
fooled into thinking that Dogfight is a great game but it's not.
The biggest problem is the graphics and sound. The visuals
move very slowly and are annoyingly jerky, and the poor sound
effects fail to convey any of the excitement you would expect to
experience in a real dog fight.

Even if you ignore the both the graphics and sonics. Dogfight
is really badly programmed too. Everything that's tedious and
inept about shoot 'em up flight sims can be found in this slow,
dull game. Dogfight just crawls along as you try to bank left and
right to get your enemy in your sights and try to launch a missile
or fire cannon rounds to destroy them.

At the end of the day what we seem to have here is a poor PC
to Amiga conversion that has been so badly executed not even
die-hard sim fans would want this.

If you're desperate for a high quality sim why not save your
money and get Gunship 2000. If you do get Dogfight, just don't
expect to be playing
it for more than
five minutes. I can't
say I didn't warn
you now can I?
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,
A
L
L  
O
A
R  
A
N
D  
C
O
U
N
T
R
Y
.

NTL SOCCER 1 9 . 4 9

• GRAM ) PRIX. 7 . 9 0
WORL D CLASS

.8.99
12.99

• 1 5 9 5
11011

SOCCER, DESERT STRIKE.
AD RASP O H

KAI AKS  = S e
399

IISSIO N 2023 • 9 _ 9 9
931130XEDi . 9 9 9

. . . . 399
UNBOXED1 •

4  T O P I R E ss ...9 .99

OTHER PRODUCTS AVAILABLE -
RING FOR PRICES

MICHOPROSE GOLF 4 2 9
MNSKIES 1-1114BALLS•  1 5 9 9
MDNEY MATTERS 2 9 9 9
NICK FA1.0139 GOUT . 9 9 9
NIGEL MANSELL'S ORAND PEW . 3
9 9 2099

O RGAINSER 2 •

PINBALL PRELUDE
PINBALL SPECIAL EISMO N
PINBALL FO ITASIES & DREAMS 2 2 , 9 9
PLAYER MANAGER 2 _  _  9  99
POPULOUS & PRO MISED LANDS 9 . 9 9
PO NERIO NGER •  WW1 DATA DISK I  I l l
PRIMAL RAGE 2 2
9 9REACH FOR TEE SKIES . . . . . . . 11.911

S E W  VOC4W0 OE SO CCER 9697  1 9 _ 9 9
SERBIA' F WORLD OF SO CCER
DATA DISK 991E7 9 . 9 9

tr291 THE SO RCERER 1 4 9 9
SPECIAL E ORCES • . . . . . . . . . . 9 9 9
STARLOOD • 9 3 9
SUPER PACK
SUPER SKENIARKS. SUPER TENNIS,
SUPER LEAGUE MANAGER _  1 & _ 9 9
SUPER F AO  MARKS 2 _  1 4  99
SYNDICATE 1 3 1 1 )
te RWI E  ...KicKS TART 204-0  2 4 .
N E N E  PARK
Home PURSUIT mom) .
wEsAIKEv • RUCI5T LEACPJE 1 1 . 9 9
WING CO MMANDER. 9 . 9 9
WCROWOTITH VI 2 SE I S . 0 9
WORLD OF GOLF*. 5 9 9

O E  • A I M
IEEWO LF 2 . 2 3 1 9

Al200 Software
ACID ATTACK COMPILATION
GUARDIAN RO ACNBL  SUPER
SKIDMARKS I S M
ALE N BRE W T O WE RASSAULT
ALIEN BREED 2
ALIEN BREED 30
ALIEN BREED 30  29 9 %
CRAGS ENGINE 2
OVILISATIEWE AGA ILNBOXE131
COL09IIZATI091
FEARS
FIFE os OF GLORY
GLOOM IICCO M CLONE)

GUARDIAN

- E11•95 A 6 0 0  I Mb w/o clock -  06.95
- E16•95 A 6 0 0  I Mb with clock -  E24.95
- E15.95 3 . 5 "  External Floppy -  E39.95

39 99
1249
1599

790
•6 1 9
999

2290
23 99

99
.1199
• 1259
.13,20
14 90

•20 e0
.11.90

COMEMATIOlsi OFFER!
Buy any Ram

board and get a
3.5" Floppy

Drive for
only £36.95!

M  a rp e t Developments, 57 & 58
Glasshouses Mill, Glasshouses,

Harrogate N.Yorkshire HG3 5QH
TE L: ( 0 1 4 2 3 )  7 1 2 6 0 0
FAX: ( 0 1 4 2 3 )  7 1 2 6 0 1

All items subject to vaitabili1y & change 'ffithout notice E&OE

ale%
CONTROLLERS

ALFA INGAMOUSE 400 1 3 . 9 9
401 DPI.  2  SIO CTIO SWITCHED BUT T O NS

OUICKS1401 137F
PYTHON 1 1 . 9 9

Yo1TH A L I
-
W E ' R E

LOGIC 3 JOVPAD
11.99
DUAL. SPEED AuTOr IRE

JOYSTICK EXTENDER CABLE
FOR ALCGA 13 METERS)
JOYSTICK SPLETTER CABLE FOR 'MAGA 7.99

EGENDS •
meLsKIES EURBALLS •  ,
NIGEL WIM E L L  5  GRAND PM
PINBALL LLuSIO NS
PINBALL PRELUDE
ROAD KILL _
SOACN THE SO RCERER
SLAM I I I  • 0 4 9
SPERIS LEGACY 1 0
UFO  • ENEMY UNKAAMAN • 1 3  011
W0 9 OWORTI4  VE, 13M131 . 3 4 . 9 9
WO WS  • IHE  LARECTCRS CUT ...2 1 ,9 9

Al200 DESIGN PACK
DESIGN & PRINT PACE FOR Al20.3
CO NI A INS WO RDWO RTH 2 o
Da L H E  P5941 S
A G A ,  
P R I N T
MANACLE R, OSCAR A ce ro e s 9 _ 9 9

CD32 Games
ACID ATTACK COMPILATION
GUARIBAN. HDADKILL, SUPER
5AIDIA4R115 1 4  99
ACTION PACK VOL 1
LEGENDS. FEARS G L O W  ,  1 4 9 9
AK IRA
ALIEN BREED • TOWER ASSAULT
ARCADE POOL
FIELDS OF GLO RY
GUARDIAN
C
.
U
1
1
0
.
.

PINRALL FANTASIES
PINBALL ILL U5 ION9
ROAD KILL
SPIEDBAL t
SPEIBS LEGAL •
VITA
LwormS

BOOKS
COMPLETE OtOT ,JuiuL
TO THE NT ERNET  •
DUNGEO N MASTER FANT BOOK
P O W  JONES AND FATE OF
ATLANTIS HINT W O E
INTERNET FOR DUINAIES
SECRET OF MO INEY ISLAND 2
PINT BO CK
SECRETS OF SIM CITY 2000
SPECIAL RESERVE BOOK

1594
1399

799
19 49
IS 90
10 99
14 99

_19 rie
s i  99

7 90
.S

LIFO IX-CO MISTRATEGIES
SECRETS .  1 3  4
9

MB A59o. RANI •  CLOCK
110 MOO 11Ale CL O CK
MB RAM BOARD FOB Atewo • CLOCK

4 11B .* 33 14K1 e e l! MAW DOAKEI FOR A 1200 •  CLOCK
9 118 RAM BOARD FOR 51209 •  CLOcK1 9 9 9 9
S U B .   3390E7 POD MAW IM AM ! ro m A i100 •  CLOCK . .  1 5 9 ,O 9
• MB (511•1 E HIP, R MI FOR A4091 AND 9 9-1 1 6 9 9
SUB (211M1 CHIP) RAM FOR A4cco •  2 9 1 0
I t  NE1 9 0 9  C1101 14.M4 Von mo m 9 9 2 9

-.Kw ,
A1  
9 4  
l i
n f  
7
?  
P
I
N  
1
0
1
/
9
9  
a
z  
B
I
T  
5
0
I
T
A
0
6
E  
F
O
R  
w
e
t
,  
P
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•

FREE

Os
ROUE Al200 GAMES MIK

Lemtngs, Troils, Fiume 8 Crolizahot

A l 2 0 0  Ram Accelerator
NOW AVAILABLE AT EVEN LOWER PRICES
Runs at upto 2 .95
MIPS -  Uses standard 72-pin
sioun - Zero Wait Slate -
Optional Floating Point Unit -
Real Time Battery Backed
Clock PCMCIA
Compatible (upto 4 Mb)OMb - E44.95
4Mb - E64.95
8 M b -  E84.95 I n t e r n a l  Real Time
3 3 M hz  FPU -  E24.99 C l o c k  now only E8 99

030, 040 & 060's Also Available POA

WREN YOU BUT AN Y ITEM AT THE
SANE TINE AS JOINING OR

RENEWING FOR ONE YEAR OR M AU
THREE AMIGA
GAMES FREE

Sktimants Sieve Deets Sneceer
FD313391 De ECIOf 2

OH
FREE FOOTPIDAL

Ons03BLI lo * wanB  coniEnchon ette l
py5OCE of steenno wheel. IdeeIN

suited to &wing A r e p  clones
ARSOLUTIELY FREE

0 ,,,• • •  •  Aro , .  Hvai lab le  - p l e ase  cal l .  O v e r . . s  rn e e n twal
u atri  - A l  o the rs S I t o  %lo ck

AMIGA PARTS
COMMODORE AMIGA
POWER SUPPLY 2 7 . 9 9
IDEAL REPLACEMENT rOR MOS
M OO, A030 AND Al2Do

EXTERNAL DISK DRIVE FOR
AMIGA OR SX-1 4 1 . 9 9

EXTERNAL 14.4 FAX
MODEM •  .64_99

SMALL COMPACT DESIGN, COMPLETE WITH CABLES.
INTERNET DuNDLE AND FREE STARTER GLADE
ANTI-SURGE 4 WAY
TRAILING MULTI-PLUG •
INTERNAL DISK DRIVE FOR Al2005A500

1994 IN TE R N A L DISK DRIVE FOR A500
NEM LE AD ANKIA  .01332 r o STEREO 5 . 9 9
MODEM EXTENSION LE AD-  2 METERS, OT APPEOVED 9
MONITOR LEAD M AIGA TO c u m . °  OR 1084S •  IC I
SCART LEAD - AMIGA TO SCART TV 1 0 .
SCART LEAD C C M  TO SCART TV ,  1 0

BLANK DISKS
PACK OF 10 MA XELL DO 3.5
-  D I S K SWITH I-HEE DISK BOX
PACK OF SO MAXELL OD 3_5
- D I S K S3.5" FLOPPY DISK HEAD CLEANER

Buy a t  T R A D E  M a r p e toft4 i/toot
DEVELOPMENTS

CIDMEINATICM OFFER!
Buy an FPU with a RA)
board for only E21.99!

D E L I V E R Y :  Costs just
E2.50 ( including VAT )  fo r

insured delivery!

1 9
9 1

1.31190

24.99
59 99
34.99

99
99
99
99

6•99

18.99
699

9.3i3am so Alen Atom-Sol
IttamsI .  3puhMspl kek Holidays
01279 6 0 0 2 0 4
OR Fos Mlle 724442 here Is. betil
HEAVY •AlAreimuts HIKE raw

boa eines sealKt Pe states
Atom Mars h Se Wen
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Special Reserve lresmet alia

I  ha pJftpe cia l•re sti
-
ve come

On-lre eas11-40-1110 SeCuee 0.I71e1143
vs InNrret wit tree last clehteiy.
Cheat lone Game Links. I DOS et
Sante mown & Much, Much Nee

Pe zwe  NO  K L I C I 1 1 1 1 0
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NEMIKHRIIERIAMINIJAL MCC

W E _
Pease ate INs bat Io Odd aen oplinnal 3141cPbytty dusTs
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ALL PRICES INCL UDE UK PO ST AGE & VAT
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CREW CORD
EXPIRY DATE _ W I A T U R E

LOOK around our yost range of
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OA HUGE club Stops me SlIsaled
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M P
They seek me
here, they seek
me there, but if

you've got a
problem then
this is the only
place where

you'll find the
girl that knows
all the answers.

GAME TIPS

Elvira 2  -  J a w s
of  Cerberus
I'm stuck. In fact I'm really stuck.
I don't know what I need or even
where to start looking for the
Freezing Blade Spell, the Bind
Demon and the Resurrect Spell. I
also need help to get rid of the
Vampire at the top of the house.

Davi d Jor ge,  Por tugal .

The ingredients for the Freezing
Blade Spell are: the pen and knife
from the meat locker. Use this along
with the Bless Spell on the dagger
from the second level and you'll
have a very powerful weapon. The
Bind Demon Spell requires the rope
from the bottom of the lake in the
Spider Cave.

The Resurrect Spell is used at the
end of the game and for that you'll
need a brain, heart, scalp, eggs and
a prayer book.

I f  you use the tuning fork to shat-
ter the skylight the result will get rid
of the Vampire for you. I 'm not too
sure I should be telling you that bit.
I don't want anyone getting ideas.
By the way is that a tuning fork in
your pocket, or are you just pleased
to see me?

Va lha l la  3
I've been stuck on level three of
this great game for ages but I'm
too chicken to ask my mates for
help. I have no idea what to do, I

Ad v,,,riture
have a silver plate, gathers (no
moss), run deep, saves nine and
a stealth potion.

Ri char d Smi th.  Essex.

Well I  can certainly move you on
from where you are. Go down the
stairs from the point where you
picked up the silver plate, then go
west to a row of four tables and drop
the plate on one of them.

Go east as far as you can, down
the stairs, then down another set to
the east. At the bottom turn west to
where you'll  see a butterfly. Stand
two steps away from it and drink the
stealth potion. Now you can creep
forward and pick up the butterfly.

Head back to the Bug Case and
drop the butterfly on it to get a
crown. Drop the crown on the tomb
of Ivan the Terrible to get a key
which will open a chest containing a
New Penny.

Just in case things don't turn out
right for you, here's the level code —
TOHOT (A bit like me really.)

Space  Q u e s t  IV
I'm stuck in the time zone on
Galaxy Galleria. I've hidden in the
Radio Shack store to get past the
policemen but I can't get past the
one which is waiting at the
Monolith Burger store.

I have broken the Astro
Chicken machine in the arcade if
that helps. I've got lots of stuff,
but I need to get back to the time
machine. What exactly do I
do now?

Paul  Li t t l ewood,  Nor w i c h.

The only way you could have gotten
this far is by walking around the
shopping mall dressed in women's
clothes. I 'm shocked. I t appears that
what your friends say about you is
true after ail.

I don't think you've really missed
anything, you just need to do a bet-
ter job of dodging the police at the
end of this section.

When you you arrive at the mall
pick up the ATM card. Go to Sacks

and buy some clothes. Go to
Monolith Burgers and get a job
there. You can skip the arcade
sequence i f you want.

After getting money from the job
go and put the ATM card into the
machine. Also pick up the cigar butt.
After failing the ID test go to Sacks
and buy some women's clothes. Go
back to the ATM machine and with-
draw all the money. Go into the soft-
ware store, look at the discount
stuffs and buy the SQ4 hintbook.
You have to move things around to
see it.

Go to Radio Shack and buy a
PocketPal connector. Next, go back
to Sacks and go into the dressing
room to change back to Roger
Wilco. Go into the arcade and wait
for  the Sequel Police to come. Being
pursued, move around all of the dif-
ferent areas. Drift around and wait
for  the Police and come after you.
When they do, go down quickly and
go back into the arcades.

Read the hintbook to get the first
three digits of a code and open the
paper (from the nest) to get the sec-
ond half. Enter the time hopper and
type in the code.

I n n o c e n t
Unt i l  C a u g h t
I'm pulling my hair out by the
roots trying to find something to
reveal the laser beams in the
bank. I know I need the bonds
from the bank vault, so could you
please help me with this frustrat-
ing predicament?

Ti m Br oml ey.  Mer seysi de.

Well I do know that the answer lies
wvith a bag of flour, a mushroom and
a fly. Does that help? And from
what I  can see you have neither of
these items, so let's start there.

You get the flour from she
sergeant in the police station. See
there are some nice policemen, you
just need to flutter your eyelashes
and speak nicely to them. The mush-
room is beside a fence near the hill.
You need to do a bit of work to get a

fly. Go to the hot dog stand there
you should get a hot dog and then
fil l  your jar with mayonnaise.
Replace the cap on the jar. You can
now move towards the fly and use
the cap to capture it.

That's all you need to know for
now, I 'l l  let you wrestle with these
three ingredients in the bank vault
to solve the puzzle there.

T h e  S e c r e t  o f
M o n k e y  Is land
I'm stuck on Monkey Island. I
don't know what to do as I can't
get through the creaking door on
board the ghost ship without the
noise alerting the crew. Please
help me?

Mr s F.E.  Moul t on,  Essex.

You obviously need a bit of grease to
make things go smoothly and I  know
just the place to get some.

First find the ghost feather which
is lying near some chickens then use
it to tickle the foot of the sleeping
crew member until he drops his jug
of grog. You can now use this
grog with the dish in the room with
the rats. Once the rats get sloshed
you'l l  be able to pick up some grease
which is there. •

If you've got a little problem
with your favourite [(PG or

adventure game and would like
Vamp to help you out, drop a line

to: Vampyra, CU Amiga
Magazine, Priory Court,

30-32 Farringdon Lane, London
ECIR 3AU.

FINAL THOUGHT:
IF GOD HAD
WANTED US TO
WALK AROUND
NAKED THEN WE
WOULD HAVE
BEEN BORN
THAT WAY!
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MICROVITEC 14 (NEW)
INC VAT

E250

MICROVITEC 15' E359

MICROVITEC 17" £469
SHOP SOILED PHILIPS 8833 £119
SAMSUNG 15' £259

SAMSUNG 21' (NEW) £1059
SONY 15' £329.00

SONY 17' E586.32

GASTEINER 15' £258.50

GASTEINER 17' E419

EPSON 200

EX VAT INC VAT

290MB INT SCSI E50 00 E58.75

730MB INT SCSI E99 00 E116.33

12GIG iNT SCSI E159 00 E186.83

2GIO INT SCSI E285 00 E334.88

4GIG iNT SCSI E600 00 E705.00

730MB EXT SCSI E130 00 E152.75

1 2MB EXT SCSI E219 00 E257.33

2MB EXT SCSI E300 00 E352.50

4MB EXT SCSI E650 00 E763.75

8MB EXT SCSI E999 00 E1173.83

IDE 3.5"

YAMAHA 4 SPEED

BEST BUYS
420MB e99

850MB £129

1,3GIG £149

1.7GIG E169

2.5OIO E199

3.2GIG E249

EPSON 200 E119
EPSON 500 E249
EPSON PRO E379
HP640 E249
HP870 E379

OMB

7d'ANNERS
EX VAT ; N C  VAT

CD ROM & WRITERS
C D  R O M  E X  VAT I N C  VAT

E169

1
S 
T
O

- 5000 EPSON E 3 5 0 . 0 0  E411.25 4 SPEED E100.00 E117.50
UND GI 8500 EPSON E 7 0 0 . 0 0  E 822  50 2SPEED E79.00 £ 9 2 . 8 2
EN WE

WE IST 9000 EPSON E 6 0 0 . 0 0  E705.00 8 SPEED £200.00 £235.00

ARTEC 600DPI CD WRITERS

FLATBED SCANNER PINNACLE E549.00 E645.08

with amiga software RICOH 2 SPEED E329.00 £386.57

E2 6 9 .0 0  BEST BUY YAMAHA 4 SPEED E629.00 £699.00

OMB E149
4MB E169
8MB E189
16MB E209
32MB E259

ZIP CARTS £15
EZ135 CARTS £15
EZ230 CARTS E23
JAZZ CARTS E79
SO 200 CARTS E59
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GASTEINER

RAM CARDS
WE CARRY RAM CARDS FOR
ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS AT
VERY LOW PRICES

AMIGA A500
1/2MB
A500+
1MB

AMIGA A600
1MB
1MB WITH CLOCK

OMB
1MB
2MB
4MB
8MB

FPU
33MHz plcc
50MHz pga
crystals

MEMORY SIMMS

1MB
4MB
7
2
P
I
N  
S
I
M
M
S

2MB
4MB
8MB
16MB
32MB

18-22 Sterling Way, North Circular Road, Edmonton, London N18 2YZ

E15.99

E19.99

09,99
E34.99

A M I G A  A
-
I 2 0 0  
R A
M  
C A
R D
S  
C
O
M
E

WITH CLOCK & FPU SOCKET
E29.99
E39.99
E49.99
E54.99
E79.99

BLIZZARD 1230 IV

£10
E50
E5.00

astenner we  ha ve  SIMMS & me mory f o r
ram cards & accelerators made (or

computers A500. 4600,
Al 500,A2000 A4000

PIN SIMMS
El 0
E25

E9
£15
E22
E65
E119

HARD DRIVES
WE SELL HARD DRIVE FOR
ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS. WE
HAVE SCSI OR IDE HARD
DRIVE TO FIT AMIGA A500,
A600, A1500, A2000, A3000 &
A4000 WHATEVER CON-
TROLLER YOU MAY HAVE? IF
IN ANY DOUBT PHONE OUR
TECHNICAL PEOPLE

170MB

340MB

520MB1540MB

810MB

1GIG

1.3GIG

2GIG

SCSI
FASTEST DRIVES

IDE 2.5"
SUPER SMALL HARD DRIVES

F A X  &  M O D E M

NEW 3 3 . 6  WITH CABLES FOR A LL

AMIGA E69.00

E69

E89

E129

E159

E199

E259

£369

0181 345 6000
Facsimile 0181 345 6868

PRINTERS

MCAITORS

BITS & BOBS
ZIP DRIVES
JAZZ DRIVES
SQUIRREL
SURF
SMD MPEG
SCSI OKTAGON
MULITIFACE III
ALFAQUATRO
I D E  CONTROLLER FOR A500.

Al 5011A2000,A4000 E 7 9

E149
E420
E50
E89
El 99
E89
E74.99
E55

SyQuest eztlyer 230MB
E l  9 9  IN C  VAT

ZIP, JAZZ & SVOUEST CARTS

DELIVERY CHARGES
SMALL CONSUMABLES AND SOFTWARE ITEMS UNDER
THE VALUE OF E59 PLEASE ADD E3.50 P&P.OTHER
ITEMS EXCEPT LASERS, NEXT DAY COURIER SERVICE
EIO PER BOX. OFFSHORE AND HIGHLANDS, PLEASE
CALL FOR A QUOTATION. IN ADDITION WE OFFER THE
FOLLOWING EXPRESS SERVICES; SATURDAY DELIV-
ERY NORMAL RATE PLUS EIS PER BOX. MORNING,
NEXT DAY NORMAL RATE PLUS E10 PER BOX. E&OE
PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR
NOTICE. ALL TRADEMARKS ACKNOWLEDGED.
TRADERS TEAMS & CONDITIONS AVAILABLE UPON
REQUEST.
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W H  LE-11111—WAIT rt
ats

a promiseC O M P U T E R S  A N D  M O N I T O R S  'for computers!!
Attention Dealers
Rin g /Fa x N o w  f o r  b e s t  t ra d e  p r i c e s

a n d  t e r m s  o n  Re p a irs ,  S p a re s ,  F l o p p y
Drive s ,  H a r d  Drive s ,  CD R o m  Dr ive s

a n d  M e m o r y  Up g ra d e s .
FAST TURNAROUND

•0 9 0  DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS!!
•  E l  0 EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-Li-WAIT SERVIC
-• COURIER CHARGES E7 05 EACH WAY
•,  A l  5 0 0
,
A 2 0 0 0 /
A 3 0 0 0 .
A 4 0 0 0  
E O
U O T
A T I
O N

MODEMS
BART APPROVED + NCOMM SOFTWARE
14•41c..159•95 284k-1124 . 95

APOLLO ACCELERATORS
1230 L it e. . .E99- 95
1230/50.. . .E159-95
1240/25 E 2 2 9 - 9 5
1240 / 40  —1299-95
1260/50 . .E489- 95

S I M M S
4 M b  E 2 9 • 9 5
8 M b  1 4 9 . 9 5
1 6 Mb E 8 9 • 9 5
Heavy thscounts on SIMM p r im  it

bought with  an A«elerator.

MEMORY UPGRADES

330Mg phs Crmial

I M I lmi• le  I  Mas

UNBEATABLE
PRICES

*tease ca l for laiest best pact

4Mb S M b

LWIM

QUAD SPEED
CD ROM DRIVES

Including
Squirrel Inter faceE189•95

LOLA
GENLOCKS

E169•95
1.2000S .1349.95

A l 2 0 0£49195
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C 6 5 00170MbE90•00420Mb.1129.951 GIGC 1 9 9 95
All  hard  driv es  are p re - f o rmat t ed ,  pa r t i t i oned  wi t h  Wo r k b e n c h

l o a d e d  a n d  i nc l ude  2 -5 "  IDE c a bl e  a n d  s of tw a r e
2.5" iDE Cable and Software (if bought separately) E 9 - 9 5

3•5" H A R D  DRIVES
540Mb  E 1 1 5 0 0  1•08GIG  C 1 5 0 • 0 0
850Mb  C 1 3 0  00 2-1GIG  C 2 3 5 - 0 0

S I M P L Y  T H E  B E S T  A F T E R - S A L E S  S E R V I C E
INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES

A500/A500+ E 2 9 • 9 5  A600/Al200 ...E34-95

CHIPS + SPARES + ACCESSORIES
1 Meg Fatter Agous ............i19•00 M O  CIA A600/Al200  U 4 • 5 0
2 Meg Fatter Agnus . . . . .  ....... U4•00 8374 Alice Al200 . . . .  .....  O H O
8362 Denise  i 9 - 0 0  8364 Paula A600/Al200 _ _ A l  6•50
8373 Super Denise  E 1 8 - 0 0  Video DAC Al200   E l  9.00
5119 Gory • E 7 • 5 0  A600/Al200 Keyboard  i 6 0 . 0 0
8520 CIA A500/A500+.....„..i1 5-00 Lisa Al200 ........._ ........  ,i35-00
8364 Paulo A500/A500+ ......i12-00 Gayle A600/Al200  U 5 - 0 0
Kickstart ROM 1-3 5 • 0 0  Budgie Al200 ......... „.  c 3 0 • 0 0
fl(kstart ROM 2•04 , .  ..... ...._i22•00 Moose (290dpi)  U 5 , 0 0
Kickstart ROM 2•05  U 9  110 SCART lead   U 5 • 0 0
A500/A500+ Keyboard ...... „.50-00 Mouse Mot  £ 4 . 0 0
6570 Keybaard Chip   i 2 0 • 0 0  10 Boxed Branded Disks .__. ..... i6•00
68000 Processor   i 8 • 0 0  Printer Coble   “ - 0 0
Ppwer Supply A500/1600/11200.,S35-00 Surf Squirrel . . . . . . . . . .  ..... ._. i95-00
Exclume A2000/A1500 Power Supply .._E80
,
00 S q u i r r e l  
S C S I  
I n t e r f w e  
i 5 5  
0 0

• Al l  chips a re  ava i lable  e x -s ta c k
• Please call for  any  chip or  spare  not l is te d here

i A l 2 0 0  without hard drive  E 2 9 9 • 9 5  Al2 0 0  with 340Mb hard drive  C 4 2 9 • 9 5
SPECIAL ' '  -- Al200 with 80Mb hard drive  C349•95 Al200 with 510Mb hard drive  E 4 9 9
,
9 5

- -  O F F E R Al200 with 170Mb hard drive  C379•95 *  Call f o r  m o r e  g o o d  d e a l s

A N A L OGIC  Analogic c
o m p u
t
e r s  ( U K )  
L
t
d  
O p e n  
M o n • F
r i  
1 1 • 0 0 a m •
5 • 3 0 p i n
i  
S a
t  
9 4 0 8 4
1 4 4 0 p
m  
F
a
t  
0 1
8 1  
5
4
1  
4
6
7
1

A N A L O G I C  Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey KT2 6HH

ANALOGIC rull
11 Unit 6, Ashway Centre, Elm Crescent, T e l  0 1 8 1  5 4 6  9 5 7 5

* A l i  price s include  VAT *  All raf KeS & specifications subject to  change without notice  *  Fixed charge for repa ir doe s not include  disk drive itreyboard

i l l  t  We  r e s e
i n c l u d e ve t h e  
r i g h t  t o  
r e f u s e  
a n y  
r  
M

repair *  P  charges t 3  50  by Royal Mail or E7-05 for coune r *  '
,
t e a s e  a l l o w  5  
w o r k i n g  d a y s  
f o r  
c h e q u e  
c l e a r a n c e

*  All sales.repairs are only as pe r our terms and conditions,  copy available on request
M i
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m indebted to a Mr S Haining of
Hartlepool, for a rather splendid
profit-making tip for the epic RPG
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Core Design
..,or,athan '-ionny Drain land isn't
*sat a hilarious nickname!) sent in
Pages of cheats, but considering
...lost were for games older than
-ne (and I'm tremendously old) I
rnought I'd just pick out this juicy
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aiready. Basically, to gain invinci-
bility, combine the runes for
Operation and Detection (they
• ;
,
o
k  
l
i
k
e  
a  
'
C
'  
a
n
d  
a  
'
f
u
n
n
y  
C
'

'airly obviously, it 's well worth
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lifferent effects, and if you die,
sdmply create or buy mana
Downs, resurrect the player and
- -  take the mana potion.

CAPITAL
P U N I S H M E N T
Click Boom
•Hil I'm Tene Karlsen, and I'm from
• •.'.'ay!" And very nice too. Yes.
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been at it again, and young Terie
has lust found the secret moves
and wants to share them with us.
Dress the fire button three times
and then move the joystick in any
ttirection for a new move or an
automatic combination (like kick,
a./ck and punch). The effect will
iepend on the character in use,
m  they do all work and try fire.
'ire. fire, down with Corben
iNedge for a body roll. Gm!

Sn•

Y e e - h a w  a n d  h o w d y  p a rd n e rs !  T h i n g s  h a v e
b een  mi g h t y  q u i e t  o n  t h e  ra n c h  b u t  t h a n k s  t o
t h o s e  O c e a n  H i t  Sq u a d - e rs ,  t h e r e  a re  a t  l e a s t
f re e  g a m e s  a n d  t o p  t i p s  a b o u n d .  E r  r i g h t .

that is Dungeon Master 2, bffnply
start the game, pick your three
heroes and leave via the ladder.
Move the table and pick up the
gear in the alcove, including the
key. Now select your best
weapons and use the key on the
door. Kill the monsters outside and
if you walk around you'll find a
shop selling food. Go in and pull
the table back and pick up the
gear, which should include a key.
Go back outside and find the door
with the engraving. Use the key
and then follow the path around
until you reach the entrance to the
building. Now turn left and follow
the path straight down until you
reach a tree tkilling an enemy on
the way round).

Still facing the tree, take five
steps left watching out for the
Beasts and follow the path down
and around towards the fog. Pick
up the gear from the stone table
and go to the edge. picking up all
the mana blossoms. Run back to
the tree and send your characters
to sleep for about two minutes (in
real time). Run back to the stone
table again and the plants should
have grown back. If they haven't,
sleep again in a safe place. It's
best to save every time you go

back to the blossoms as you can
get magic bolts and lightening hit-
ting you. By repeating this you can
build up a healthy stash of mana
blossoms which can be taken
back to the food shop and sold for
tons of gold. You need to watch
your food and water levels when
doing this, and keep stocking up at
the shop of kill the beasts for the
steaks you get (which can also be
sold if you have any left over!) The
easiest way to kill them is to run
around them (they're very slow)
and you'll also improve your expe-
rience this way. Brilliant or what!

P R E MIE R
M A N A G E R  3
Gremlin
Now I know we've had tons of
these phone numbers over the
years. but I wasn't actually sure it
I'd seen this one before, so here

- GAME TIPS

4 4 1 1 0 4
A these ore some secret reeves weilleg to le discovered in dies blood thirsty beat 'em up. And 'Nile daddim
from Norway knows what they are and yes will too once you've read theme here.

It is for your pleasures e n t e r
400040' into the telephone for a

team full of Super-Players, each
with high fitness, morale and
excellent skill on BOTH feet.
YIKES! If you put one of these
players on the market, everyone
will want him, and even better -
you can use the number as many
times as you want Nice. •

T H A T ' S  T H A T !
Indeed i t is. but don't fret.
we l l  be back next month
with more game-spoiling
tips codes and cheats. Of
course we  can't do this
without you, so get writing.
and don't forget to let me
know what machine you
have 'cos there's a free Hit
Squad game for any tipsters
who get their work printed.
Be seeing you



MAGNUM Ri%M8 CARD M A G N U M  68030/68040 Lt 68060 CARDS
SPEED INCREASE or 2.3 TIMES - 2.88MIPS S P E E D  INCREASE OF UP TO 27 TIMES • 68030/40 OR 60

• AVAAABLE WITH 0, 2, 4 On 8MB OF 32-Bit P R O C E S S O R  RUNNING AT 25/40 Gitt 50MHz
RAM INSTALLED • USES STANDARD 12-PIN I N E W  PROCESSOR CHIP - NOT OVERCIOCKEDI • MMU IN

SIMMS • OPTIONAL PLCC TYPE FPU A L L  PROCESSORS • UP TO 32mEi or RAM CAN BE ADDED
IFLOATENG POINT UNITI • BATTERY BACKED •  KICKSTAILT REMAPPING • OPTIONAL SCSI-II INTERFACE

CLOCIVCALENDER • FINGER CUTOUT TO HELP •  CAN ACCOMMOOATE A 72-PIN INDUSTRY STANDARD SIMM
INSTALLATION • TRAPDOOR FITTING - DOESN'T • 68040/60 HAVE BUILT-IN FPU, 68030 CARD HAS OPTIONAL

VOID WARRANTY • 0-4MB - PCMCIA
COMPATIBLE (FOR USE WITH OVERDRIVE, P L C C / P G A  TYPE FPU (FLOATING POINT UNIT) • BATTERY

SQUIRREL ETC.)•  ZERO WASTE STATE DI '
,  '  B A C K E D  
C L O C K I C A L E
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OR SQUIRREL • ZERO WAITE STATE DESIGN.
32ms
N/A
N/A
127999
t30999

E349.,
142999
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°
9
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9
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:

Oms 4 m s  8 m s  M m s
RAM8 E 4 9 9 9  E89,9 1119.99 N / A
RAM8 a 33MHz FPU 09.99 111999 E149q9 N / A
68030/25MHz & FPU 4999 113999 469•9 120999
68030/40MHz t 12999  E169,c E19999 t239st
68030/40MHz &FRU 114999 116999 L2141.9, L25999
68030/50MHz 116999 E20999 12399, t27999
68040/25MHz 1 2 4 9 9 9  128999 £31999 •  135999
68040/40MHz 1 3 2 9 , 9  c36999 t 3 9 9 4  0139.9
68060/50MHz 019999  153999 669,9 E60999

scs1-11 Interface for the Magnum 68030/68040 Et 68060 Cards - Warranty safe
installation, supplied with software - E79.99

sa l ruAN
triormol lotb Floppy Praysor Alt AM, 0.1

dir4:12 FREE

COMPATIBL
WI I H ALL AMIGAS

• HIGH OUALITY SOW DR NE • 1308uST
MEIN. CASE • ANTI-CLICK AS STANDARD
• ENABLE)DISABLI SWITCH • low POwEP
CONSUMPTION • THRU PORI FOR EXTRA

DANES 1
3 9 .
,

0, t  5 9 m  WITH POWERCOPY
PRO 3 - THE BEST BACKUP SYSTEM

QUARTERBACK
DISK SUITE

b i t  T .  b &RN
THE CLASSIC QUARTERBACK 6.1 AND

QUARTERBACK TOOLS DELUXE ARE BACK
ON SALE. CONSIDERED BY MOST AS THE

DISK BACKUP AND DISK RECOVERY
PROGRAMS WE HAVE AVAILABLE, FOR A
LIMITED PERIOD, THE TWO PACKAGES

COMBINED AT AN UNBELIEVABLE PRICE
(NORMALLY E79.991. DISK BACKUP

AND DISK RECOVERY/OPTIMISATION ARE
TWO KEY TASKS THAT JUST SHOULDN'T
BE LEFT TO INFERIOR PD ALTERNATIVES.

GET THE BEST
GET THE

QUARTIRGACK 015K
SUITE E 3 4 •
9 9!AMOURS 2 - THE ONLY

FULL ACCOUNTS PACKAGE, LEDGER
BASED ACCOUNTS SYSTEM,

AMIGA FORMAT GOLD
CALL *ROUT TRAIL Offil

HOD Dist 6
2ms RAM IIELIURIC E119* *
= R I N I  Ka - PLCC
TYPE FPU Et CRYSTAL - WEL FIT
MOST CARDS - CALL TO CONFIRM.

£34.99

Dots
50 DISKS a COMA LABELS gi l t";
IOC DISKS Et COLOUR LABELS oat"
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41200 expansion Cards
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Porn
, 
f o i
. , i i
e ,
s i •
w  
Y
O
U  
M
U
S
T  
G
E
T

TURBOPRINT 4.1. IT RADICALLY
ENHANUS THE PRINTOUTS YOU NORMALLY GET
BY REPLACING THE AMIGA PRINTER SYSTEM

WITH THE FASTER AND VISIBLY BETTER
TURBOPRINT SYSTEM. OPTIONS INCLUDE
POSTER PRINTING, COLOUR CORRECTION,
DITHERING, COLOUR

BALANCING, ON-SCREEN PREVIEW AND MUCH
MORE- MOST PRINTERS ARE SUPPORTED -CALL TO eCHECK- AMIGA SHOPPER 90%.

EMMRPRISE 4 P  F A X
N O ,  NW*  linibtE

FAX -Gilmore Livia!
for oil 11 ..ig.SEND FAXES TO AND FROM

YOUR AMIGA.
EVEN FAX DIRECTLY FROM YOUR

APPLICATION.
AMIGA FORMAT GOLD

AMIGA COMPUTING 9/10
FAX COMPATIBLE
MODEM REQUIRED

E 4 4 . 9 9

$ OW VIDDIESTAININ
507 m 95 • E24•99

WINISTA11011

507, 155 • 3 1 5 .
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OTHER PRODUCTS
A500 512A RAM ExPAMILA
ASDOEtoS 1M9 RAM Ev•

A600 IBIS RAM EXPANSION
ALL WITH A FREE OPUS 4 WORTH OVER £50

4mB 22-ititt S1MM
8mri 12-PIN SIMM

72-•Itt S1MM
32mB 72-Pitt SIMM

11714
04.“
at ",

E10
£110
480

ALL SIMMs ARE NEW Am mw A 1 Ye
Wassiturry

= M I
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3 BUTTON

A I M E  M A T S

ottl,
urfir ORDER HOTLINE
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SALES @WIZABO-D.DE)AON.COUK
BETWEEN 9AM AND 5.30PM, MONDAY

TO SATURDAY, TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD. TO PAY
BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER PLEASE SEND
YOUR ORDER TO - WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS,

PO BOX 490, DARTFORD, KENT, DA1 2UH
Cheques should be made payibe to WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS. Prim mclude VAT bcarriage le The UK mainland. Please add ES to year order Ter EC desenatens sniff:101'pr
other acmes. All products are subioct to ayailabety EfrOE, Advortised Ores b

sPocitication may change wittout noire* All salvo are stasiact to our trading conditions -copy aVN'AiNie on reques1
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01322427800
%IF 01322-527810

HEW
FREI AMIGA
DRIVER DISK

fo r Oill ih N isA; D Ala in  STs
AWARD WINNING 560DPI RESOLUTION • 90% TIMING IN CU
AMIGA • MICRO SWITCHED BUTTONS • AMIGA/ATARI ST
SWITCHABLE • ALL 3 BUTTONS CAN BE USED WITH MANY

PROGRAMS SUCH AS DMECTORY OPUS 5

BEIGE £12.99 BLACK s l i t m
MAT t i t ,  OR El WITH A MOUSE

-111
,
-
1
F
A
r

THE BEST JUST GOT BETTER! AFTER 12 MONTHS Of FURTHER
DEVETOPMENT Opus 5.5 IS NOW READY AND SHIPPING. STUNNING NEW FEATURES INCLUDE:
- •  I C O NMODE • WORKBENCH REPLACEMENT MODE DRAMATICALLY ENHANCED • O•usETP CAPABILITY TO AC

INTERNET FTP SITES WITH A LISTER • BORDERIESS BUTTON BANKS • FIEETYPE-SPECIFIC POP-UP MENUS
• CYBERGRAPHICS RTG SUPPORTED • INDEPENDENT HOTKEYS • SCRIPT SYSTEM TO EXECUTE COMMANDS
EVENTS • MULTIPLE CUSTOM MENUS WITH SUB ITEMS • AUTOMATIC RETYPE CREATOR TO CREATE AND
FILETYPIS 'MTH EASE • A FONT VIEWER • LISTERS FIELDS FOR TITLES, RE-SORTING BY FIELDS, PLUS A 'VE

MELD • COLOUR RE-MAPPING OF BUTTON/ICON IMAGES WITH S
EOR 'MAGIC WORKBENCH ETC. • SELECTIVELY /410E WO/ANTED
ICONS • CLIPBOARD SUPPORT FOR CUT, COPY AND PASTE iN
ft LISTERS • RESLIE, ICONIEY, AND SCROLL BUSY LISTERS WHILE

• ICON AND LISTER SNAPSHOTS ARE STORED SEPARATELY E
WORKBENCH - SO 'YOU COULD SNAPSHOT YOUR CD-ROM c
• LISTERS CAN NOW DISPLAY A BACKGROUND PICTURE/PA

149110-t411 •  INTERNAL C pus C I
L! T O  Q U I C K L Y  
T E S T  
C O M M A N D S  
E l  
A R

siiaLLW•l*ESZP-4,49 SCRI PTS  • MANY R NEW VERNAL COMMANDS ANDA• M A W  NEW DOC COMMANDS HAVE BEEN ADDED
OR EXTENDED WITH INIVV FEATURES- You CAN

Workbench 2 + Er Hard Disk Required NOW I YEN ADD YOUR OWN INTERNAL COMMANDS! E

D I R E C T O R Y

P U S5

PRO SYSTEM ottsZ2
Co.pith 41200 lidird AskKa. L 5 0

YES, AT LONG LAST, A PROFESSIONAL WAY 10 INSTALL A HIGH
CAPACITY HARD DISK WITHOUT CARDBOARD Et GLUE! OUR PACKS OFFER YOU
OUR EXCLUSIVE AND COPYRIGHTED BRACK-IT 1200 FITTING SYSTEM Et A

CHOICE CIF HIGH SPEED/LOW COST HARD DISKS.
ilimat-IT 1200 Frmis SYSTEM

• Au. AMIGA COMPUTERS COVERED
• PRICES FROM AS LMLE AS E29.99
• MANY REPAIRS BY WIZARD REQUIRE NO PARTS
• PRICES INCLUDE INSURED COURIER COLIKTPON e DELIVERY,

LABOUR, Rm. DIAGNOSTICS, SERVICE, SOAK TEST Et VAT.
• FAST TURNAROUND
• Au. TECHNICIANS ARE TRAINED Et FULLY QUALIFIED
• UPGRADES BOUGHT AT SAME TIME FITTED FREE!
• 90 DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS

EGR JuSI M k t g - - PARTS

R E P A I R S
by aualifsed TechniciansPRICES INCILIDECOILECITIPMS DELIVERY

PC TASK 4.0
Aemmtti

RUN PC PROGRAMS WITHIN
MI AMIGA WINDOW, USE

TERM AMIGA HAPEI DISC RUN
WINDOWS 3 6 MS-DOS.
VERSION 4 NOW ALI.M.•

486 EmIAATIEN. CD-ROM
sumorrt, CYBERGRAPHICS
SUPPORT b MANY PNIERNAL
SPEED ENHANCEMENTS. VA 0

WHARFS AN -
0 2 0PROCESSOR OR BETTER.

CALL ABOUT
UPGRADES

DESIGNED TO ACCOMMODATE THE NEWER DRIVES ON DIE
MARKET OFFERING HIGH CAPACITY a SPEED AT GREAT
PRICES, OUR PACK INCLUDES ROBUST STEEL FITTING

BRACKETS, ALL CABLES FOR POWER AND DATA, INSTRUCTIONS ET 7 DISKS
FULL OF HOT SOFTWARE SUCH AS DIRECTORY OPUS 4.12 (WORTH E50), MUI 3, MCP,

GALAGA AGA, VIRUS CHECKER, MODS, REORG, ABACKUP AND MUCH MORE. ALL SOFTWARE
CAN BE INSTALLED WITH OUR CUSTOM CLICK GO SYSTEM. ALL DRIVES ARE PRE-INSTALLED WITH
THE SYSTEM SOFTWARE Et ABOVE DISKS - UNLIKE OTHERS WE PROVIDE THE DISKS JUST IN CASE!

E
6
9
9
9

I M A d L
F X 2 . 6rd., ComOom A we  S A N =

THE BEST IMAGE PIloCESSING PACKAGE
THERE IS ECM THE AMIGA AMiGA FORMAT

GOUT - CU AWARDS. BUBBLE FILTER,
PRE EX, WIRELESS HOOKS, SHEAR Et
STRAW MOCKS, ENHANCED LIGHTNING
EFFECTS, Fit IAGRAIN ADDIBEMOVE.

lintuO DISTORTION, SPONGE DRAWMDETE,
SPARKLE EFFECT El mucm P000E

ARE IN VERSION 2.6

NEED THE DRIVE INSTAII-•
A PROFESSIONAL ENGIN
,Owl COLLECTION, EMMA

DELIVERY SERVICE IS JUST
- CALL EOR MORE

640mB
1.0GB El
1.6GB E21

INCLUDES Beitat-tr
otent L35) &

0 5 1
5Books g Videos

INSIDER &JOE AI200
INSIDER GUIDE • Al200 NEXT STEPS
INSIDER GUIDE - ASSEMBLER
!RIMER GUIDE - DISKS Er DRiVES
INSiDER CAME - WORKBENCH 3AToZ
TOTAL! AMIGA - WORKBENCH 3
TOTAL! AMIGA - ANICAODS
TOTAL! ANII6A • AHERA N E W
TOME! AMIGA - ASSEIMILDR
MASTERM Amic,k SCRIPTS
MASTERING AMIGA BEGINNERS
MASTERING AMOK PRINTERS
MASTERING Amic,ADOS 3 - REFERENCE
MASTERING PROGRAMMING SECRETS

A/API:ADDS PACK
TOTAL! AMIGA - AAAIGADOS ft MIS
MIKADOS 3 - REFERENCE Wow( £43 94
• SAVE NEARLY E9
Al200 BEGINNER PACT
2 looms OP6IDER Al 200 h NEXT StEPSI,
won. I Dkc‘s Of PO to GO MIR NE
Al200 WORKBENCH 3 BOOSTER PACK
2 BONG IDIsKS b ORms B WoIKBENcit 3
90 MIAPE VICEO, 1 INSX B REFERENCE DAM
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E l 7  W e  test this SCSI CD-ROM add-on from HiSoft which promises tobring MPEG CD-Video to the masses.
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BOOSTER PACK
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We 'v e  g o n e  g rap h ics
crazy  th is mo n t h .

There 's  t h e  wo n d e rf u l  Cybervis ion
3 D  and  a  ro u n d -u p  o f  s h a re w a re
packages.  Plus lots, lo ts  mo re .

5 2  C y b e r v i s i o n  3 D
The latest graphics board from phase 5. It's cheap, it's well specified
but is it all it's cracked up to be?

5 4  G r a p h i c s  r o u n d - u p
Special feature! We bring you the best of the graphics packages you
don't hear about. Freeware or shareware, it's all great software.

5 8  S M D  1 0 0

6 0  Q u i c k c a m  I n t e r f a c e
A clever adapter from Eyetech allows cheap PC type Quickcams to
be connected to an Amiga. Video conferencing takes a step closer
.

6 2  G e e k  G a d g e t s
Everything you need to program your Amiga including compilers
for dozens of languages.

0 DISK HEO_E

6 3  T r a c k b a l l
Golden Image bring out a new trackball. It's great for playing
Missile Command but can it replace a mouse?

6 4  P D  S c e n e
Our regular round-up of the games and demos scene includes a
multiplayer Colonization clone and some Aminet gems,

6 7  P D  U t i l i t i e s
Our regular round-up of the useful and not so useful utilities that
turned up this month. From first aid to invoice printing, it's all here.

7 0  C D - R O M  S c e n e
We take a closer look at two disks from the Aminet collection and
examine Almathera's DTV CD2.

7 2  A r t  G a l l e r y
OK, so it isn't all that technical, but after all that serious technical
stun it's nice to look at some glorious graphics.
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H o w  fa s t  is  fas t?
Test „
i
t ,  
A
G
A  
P
A
L  
A
G
A  
P
r
o
d

GVP Spectrum Phase 5  CV 6 4 Phase 5  CV 3 D
Draw Lines 939 (I) 511 (0.6) 16291 (17.4) 50662 (54) 141504 (158)
Draw Circles 1396 (I) 636 11.46) 42964 (31.1) 144559 (114) 85400 (61)
Scroll X 21 (I) 14 (0.66) 484 (23) 2464 (117) 2420 (115)
CON: Output 241(1) 168 (OM 411 (2) 1334 (5.6) 1586 (6.6)
Areatill 94 (1) 62 (0.66) 340 (3.6) 33884 (360) 48820 (519)
Swap Screens 511 (I) 514 (1•15) 24 (0.05) 83 (0.17) 61 (013)
All speed tests from YVSpeed by JAN Software Development running on an A40001 with Cyberstorm 68060 50Mhz,
AGA PAL: is Hi Res Interlaced PAL 256 colours A G A  Prod: is Productivity mode 256 colours
GYP Spectrum: 640 a 512 256 colours P h a s e  5 CV30: 640 a 512 256 colours
(Figures in brackets are relative to AGA PAL performance. For example (2) means twice as last as AGA PAL)

T h o u g h  A G A  c a n  st i l l  fi g h t
w i t h  t h e  b e s t  o f  ' e m  a  g ra p h i c s
c a rd  l i k e  t h i s  c a n  d o  w o n d e rs .

0  f you've the money,

deskspace and inclina-
tion, a big-box Amiga
is a wonderful thing.

Their Zorro slots enable the addi-
tion of third-party hardware that
can't be added to the Al200 or at
least is very difficult. The prize
example is the graphics board.

For an ideal computer display,
we want a high resolution coupled
with a high refresh rate so that
the display is crisp and easy on
the eye with no visible flicker.
Then, of course, we want lots of
colours so that the graphics look
great and don't need to be
dithered. Lastly, this display
should be fast so you're never left
waiting around for things to draw.
While AGA can cope reasonably
though not as well with the for-
mer categories (with the use of
DBLPal or Multiscan), in the speed
stakes it's totally eclipsed by a
Zorro graphics board such as the
Cybervision 64/3D.

Phase 5's previous Zorro graph-
ics board was the Cybervision 64.
It was the best graphics card for
Zorro-equipped Amigas_ Based on
the S3 'Trio64' or the 'Stealth'
chipset, internally its fully 64-bit
for blinding performance. The

successor to the CV64,
reviewed here, is the
CyberVision 64/30 This
card is based on the 53
'ViRGE' chip-set which
integrates a 3D engine
into much the same
sort of design as the
CV64. Unlike the Zorro
III only CV64, the CV3D
is a dual Zorro II and ill
autosensing card.

•

Imp ro ve  on  A GA
How do these cards work? When
the Zorro card is fitted to a big-
box Amiga, it normally presents
two video connectors to the rear
panel. One of which is connected
with a supplied lead to the
Amiga's native video output. The
other is the video output of the
card and is connected to a moni-
tor. The provided RTG software
will create brand new screen-
modes which appear in
Amiga0S's display database.
Then all screen mode requesters
show the new modes.

When an Amiga screen mode
is used, the card switches the
native Amiga video through.
When a new graphics board
mode is used, the card's graphics

•on

chip generates the video instead.
Here's where the CV3D differs
from the rest. As standard it has
no video pass-through at all. It
requires the addition of a scan-
doubler module which has the
switcher and a video scan-doubler
which means that native 15Khz
screen modes will work on a
SVGA monitor. That way you
could afford a decent 17" display,
rather than a 14" multiscan moni-
tor which can handle 15KHz
modes as well.

The problem is the scan-dou-
bler module is extra and it wasn't
released at the time of review So
every time the screen flicks to a
native Amiga screen, there's no
video output at all. Since this
means games, non OS-legal
software, guru messages or a

3
NI Price: E219 •  Developer: Phase 5 Digita Products •  Supplier: Gordon Harwoods 01773 836781

A lie esightT Cybervision 30 card itself. thrice the clique section where the scam•sisabler and monitor stretcher is added.

messed-up RIG software installa-
tion, this is not a good thing. I
believe Phase 5 should have
included the video switcher as
standard with the scan-doubler
itself being a plug-in module.

S imp le  e n o u g h
This shortcoming aside, installa-
tion is fairly straightforward. The
card fits well and the cut-out sec-
tion near the rear makes it even
easier to plug in. Installing the
software required some manual
unplugging of the video lead to
insert into the Amiga's video out
Since my startup-sequence was
modified from the norm. For
those who used the CyberGraphX
RTG software the Installer does a
great job of backing up the old
files. This needs to be done
because the software supplied
with the CV3D is the brand-new
beta version 3 of CyberGraphX.

With our Amiga 'Microvitec'
1764, the standard 64KHz monitor
provides a range of useful screen
modes. Switching Workbench to
the 800 x 600 256 colour mode
produces impressive results. The
speed is considerably greater
than the old GVP Spectrum (also a
Zorro ill card but with a slower
chip-set) which I use from day to
day. I was spoilt with the
Spectrum before but this is a
whole order of performance bet-
ter My outrageously textured MUI
GUIs appear faster than vanilla
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a  do example of a 21-hit screen and Cdraphd compatible applicalloos; the Voyager web browser and Cyhershow are shown here.
Gadtooi varieties on AGA. What's
more, screen changes from
one CV3D mode to another
were a lot faster without the
annoying delay experienced with
the spectrum.

Buggy sof tware
„
n
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problems with the new version of
CGraphX. Firstly. Final Writer
hangs the machine when I try to
open on a CV3D screen. Not
good. Despite numerous updates
to the latest version before going
to press this is still the case. For
one of the major applications on
the Amiga, this is unacceptable.

Firing up the Voyager Web
browser on a 16-bit screen (65K
odd colours, good compromise
between speed and colours) pre-
sents a blank display. Damn. Time
to have a play in the CGXMode
screen editor. This program allows
editing and creation of brand new
screen modes of differing resolu-
tions, scan rates and colour-
depths. Unfortunately it's just as
rubbish as the previous version of
CGraphX. A small confusing GUI
which isn't a patch on even the
ancient EGS screen-mode editor
and certainly not PicassoMode
or Picasso96Mode.

After a few hours playing in
CGXMode, I realise that it isn't
possible to open an 800 x 600 16
bit screen. This doesn't make
sense since I could open a lower
resolution 16-bit screen. I could
even make a 24-bit screen but no
16-bit. OK since the card is so
fast. I'll deal with a 24-bit screen.
The default 24-bit 800 x 600 dis-
play has a silly 48Hz flickery dis-
play so I deleted it and duplicated
the 8-bit 70Hz mode and cycled

the oepth gadget to 24-bit
Press test and it works great.

Saving this out and rebooting
there's no 800 x 600 24-bit
screen mode. Checking
CGXMode again, there it is but
it's not appearing in the display
database. Phase 5 are unhelpful
but I find out from another CV3D
user that I should delete some
unused modes. Bang, the 800 x
600 24-bit screen appears.
Hallelujah, all is not lost. I would
have preferred 16-bit but 24-bit is
pretty fast on the CV3D anyway.
There's one basic 3D demonstra-
tion program that Phase 5 sent
me but unfortunately it wants an
800 x 600 15-bit screen which I
couldn't get to work, Darn.

The version of the software
shipped with the card on floppy
disk also exhibits graphical glitch-
es on MUI GUIs and even the CU
scrolling. The later versions of
the software fixed much of this
but to date there are still prob-
lems. Menus on screens of less
than 256 colours are corrupt for
example. The RIG seems to
mess up the display when revert-
ing to AGA with 32 colours or so.
Glitches in the a l
scrolling are still there,
sometimes flicking
screens needs two
attempts and DOpus 4
fails to open a
Workbench clone
screen also. CGraphX
representatives
reminded me the soft-
ware was beta. I'm
afraid I don't see that
as an excuse when it's
shipped with a com-
mercial product.
Surely the time of

testing has passed?
There's very little pro-
vided in the way of
software utilities on
the floppy disk
shipped with the
CV3D. Certainly noth-
ing to do with 3D at
all. One nice utility
though is the Osiris
MPEG player. On my
66060 equipped
machine it can play
most MPEG files at an
acceptable rate which
is the first time I've
seen this happen on
the Amiga with a soft-
ware decoder,
Unfortunately, though
it claims to play Video-
CDs, the software
claims that all our
Video-CDs are not 'XA'
mode CDs when I

knovt full well that they are.

Unsupported 3D
So '
,
, v n
a t •
5  
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Basically CyberGraphX V3 has an
implementation of the so-called
'OpenGL 3D system which means
that software supporting this
should be able to be ported to the
Amiga or at least software coded
from scratch to support it. The
idea behind CyberGraphX support-
ing this is that such software
should work on any 3D graphics
card and not just the CV3D. This
idea worked for 2D so it's naturally
being applied to 3D though it's
early days and there's no real soft-
ware at all. Don't expect someone
to write a Doom clone for it
though, it's a gimmick feature
which is currently unsupported.

Performance wise the CV3D is
a nippy card, comparable to the
CV64. Fitted with 4Mb of DRAM as
standard it's capable of 24-bit in
1024 x 768 and 16-bit above that.
The memory should allow it to do
high modes in 24-bit but this limi-
tation is with the ViRGE chip-set
Other than the Phase 5's momen
tary lack of reason in omitting the

A the cryptic though workable CyberdtaphiS screen mode editor Seen
here no the test pattern generated to check omit new screen modes.

PRODUCT TEST

monitor switcher, the negative
aspects are software related and
so liable to improve with future
releases just as CGraphX 2.x did.

To sum up the negative points:
a CV3D owner finds themself with
buggy RTG software, no video
pass-through and no 30 software
to support the 3D features. Some
18 months after the CU Amiga
90% rated CV64, I would have
expected a faster card with better
software for cheaper. Sadly, this
isn't it.

The  br ight  side
The bright side is; the card is com-
paratively cheap at £220. However,
since the monitor switcher is more
or less essential at £85. the actual
total comes out at slightly more
than £300. This is the same price
as the CV64 was but you do get a
scan doubler into the bargain (pro-
viding that works). Unlike the
promised but never delivered
MPEG decoder for the CV64, we
have it on good authority that the
CV3D MPEG decoder will appear,
though not cheaply, at £175. It's
still a top-notch graphics card, well
built and the software will no
doubt be fixed soon. Taking a leap
of faith, the CV3D would serve you
well for a long time.

Should you buy a CV3D? While
it's a promising graphics card it's
not really anything new (apart from
the unsupported 3D) or any better
value for money. It could be
argued that it's a step backwards.
You may choose to wait until we
review the Villagetronic Picasso IV
and its new Picasso96 RTG soft-
ware in the next issue.

I appreciate Phase 5 have
things on their mind but the CV3D
package could have been more
polished on release. We'll keep
you informed of any updates
and fi x es . .
Mat Bettinson

CYBERVISION 64/30
system requirements:
Amy Amiga will a spate lens slot.

Ii VI Ktil I
A promisiiiii
thouqh Hawed
miracle card.

81%
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1!!!!;) -the other packages

T h e re  a re  p le n t y  o f  a l t e rn a t iv e s  t o  t h e
likes o f  I ma g e n C,  Vi s t a ,  Bri l l ian ce  a n d
Ph o t o g en ics .  A n d  t h e y ' re  Ch e a p e r t o o .
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Effect. Photogenics,
XiPaint, X-Cad Pro
2000, Vista Pro, WCS,
Cinema 4D, Imagine,

LightWave, Clarissa, ImageFX
... the list goes on. Under supported in

many other, the field of graphics is still one
in which the Amiga can hold its head up
high. These commercial packages have
shown their worth time and time again -

and been reviewed time and
lime again, too. Of course it's
necessary to take a look at
the latest release of a soft-
ware package as important as
any of these but we thought it
was about time we had a look
at what else was out there.

The greatest single resource
for the Amiga these days is the PD/share-
ware scene. Sure, shareware isn't usually
developed to the degree that a commer-

cial release is, but there are
some real masterpieces out
there. What's more, the
need to produce something
which is commercially viable
just does not exist for a
shareware/freeware writer,
there are no advertising

costs, no distribution fees,
little or no packaging costs. Which

means that as well as packages designed
to compete with the ImageFXs of this
world, there are weird and wonderful
packages that would just never make as a

commercial release.

GF X L a1324
24-bit Image processor
As the name suggests.

GFXLab24 is a powerful 24-
bit image converter and
processor. It can load files by

datatype and in formats such as Targa
and PNG, currently being touted as the
successor to GIF GFXLab24's output
options cover IFF and IFF24, JPEG, PNG
and GIF, including transparent GIFs.

With 25 functions to chose from and a
real time preview window to see the
results of your modifications before they
are set in stone, GFXLab24 offers real
image manipulation power. Image pro-
cessing operators include some fairly
standard functions such as convert to
greyscale, negative and colour filtering,
but rather than the simple routines you
might expect in a piece of PD, these are
often powerful processes that allow you
to alter the red, green and blue channels
separately, play with contrast, gamma,
brightness and so on.

GFXLab24 also has a range of opera-
tors for producing special effects, such
as emboss, sketch, whirl and quantize,
and 'toolbox' functions such as removing
isolated pixels, particularly useful for
scanned images in which signal noise
often appears, or pixel dispersal, which
moves pixels around by a random
amount to fuzz borders.

GFXLab24 doesn't have the power of
Image FX2.6, but it is a very good
system, and is less system hungry
than its commercial rival. Best of all, it
is f reeware
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A Ginals2Istrats its stuff. I'll have more red please. Boa

A M o u n t a i n s
Fractal landscape generator
Everyone should be familiar with the con-
cept of fractal landscape generators by
now, after all we gave an excellent one
away on the September issue cover disk
last year. Vista is a dream to use, with
dozens of user variables and a friendly
GUI front-end.

AMountain takes a very different
approach, offering raw power instead. It
works in a fundamentally different way to
Vista - while Vista treats the landscape
as a 3D object, thus allowing you to gen-
erate flight-path animations and the like,
AMountains fakes the 3D appearance of
the landscapes it generate. The down-
side is that you can't move the camera,
the up side is that it is very fast. The
image here was produced in about three
minutes, where Vista would take much,
much longer to produce an image of
this resolution.

AMountains is a port of the Unix
Xmountains, and as is usually the case
with Unix ports has been written by peo-
ple who think GUIs are for wimps. There
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it a lot of options to play with, smooth-
;. contrast, vertical stretch, altitude,

4•63 level, slope, contours, colour-band-
light angles, etc., but they are all set

• CU parameters or by changing
ttypes on the Workbench icon, It will

Aput to any screenmode you choose,
Juding CyberGraphics. There is no

save, so output has to be taken with a
screen grabber.

AMountain's algorithm generates the
dscape in vertical lines, scrolling the
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By grabbing the screen regularly and
.brefully pasting the grabs together you
paid make hugely wide scrolling fractal

:.ackdrops. Imagine Defender looking
that_

N a v W i p e r P r o
31) Video wiper
'tavWiper is an impressive utility from
Arniga VR meister Michiel E den Outer
which performs three dimensional tex-
ture mapped screen wipes_ Impressive
video titling can be an expensive thing to
Produce but a very reasonable £20 regis-
tration fee will buy you a keyfile to run
this powerful utility.

The idea behind NavWiper Pro is that
avu define an animation length in sec-
onds, position a wireframe shape in sev-
eral keyframes, define a texture bitmap
and hit go. The program calculates
the position of the shape in all the inbe-
tween frames, allowing you to make the
aa, t u ru
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wireframe flop, rotate and move. The final
image is rendered in realtime (or close) to
an ANIM5 file, applying the texture you
have defined (the image you want to
wipe) to the wireframe shape using a
chunky-to-planar routine not unlike the
kind that can be found in games such as
Gloom and AB3D.

This is not an all-round titling system,
rather something with a very specific use.
but one it performs very well. Sequences
containing spinning and zooming screens
can look impressive indeed - imagine
instead of swapping images by sliding
the first image from atop the second you
could have the first image plunge away
from the screen as if it was falling into
the second, spinning and flipping as it
goes. NWiper Pro will do this for you very
quickly and very easily.

X t r a c e
Bitmap to vector converter.
One of the areas in which the Amiga has
lagged behind other platforms is on vec-
tor graphics. Vector images are rInathe-
matically encoded rather than stored as a
bitmaps, which means that they can be
interpreted at any size without the pixels
becoming embarrassingly large_ Most
users will have come across the differ-
ence between vectors and bitmaps in the
use of fonts. When printing graphics.
similar problems may occur due to the
differences in screen resolution and
bitmap resolution.

The idea is that you feed a standard
bitmap image to Xtrace, and it breaks it
down into a series of shapes made up of
straight lines. Because these shapes are
made of lines it  is possible to rescale the
image to any fraction by simply drawing
the all the lines that go to make up the
image that much longer or shorter.

Xtrace has numerous features to make
the output as good as possible. You can
perform operations on the original bitmap
such as stripping out unused colours, or
clearing up isolated pixels, which will
make little or no difference to the image
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but significantly reduce the
complexity of the vector ver-
sion. The final result can
then be output as DR2D or
EPS (Encapsulated
PostScript). The shareware
fee is 30DM,

AmilFig
Structured drawing package
Staying on the theme of vector graphics,
Amifig produces structured images_
Another piece of software
based on an older Unix
application, XFig, the
workings of this program
should be relatively famil-
iar to regular readers, as a
commercial structured
drawing package, Design
Works, was given away last
month. AmiFig does not have
the user-friendliness of DesignVVorks, but
has more power functions, a characteristic
of Unix conversions. Aming has a 30DM
registration fee, but the
unregistered version
only limits the size of files
you can save, so you can
try before you buy.

Visua l  1 . 1 3
Image Cataloguer
Keeping track of large
numbers of images can be a night-
mare. The standard solution is a database
with small 'thumbnail' copies of the
images so they can be identified at a
glance. Most software of this
type will keep track of the
file paths so that by
clicking on one of the
thumbnails, the full image
can be viewed. The prob-
lem with this is that if you
move a file, the program will
lose track. Visual is a clever
and original implementation to
get around this problem_

Visual is in fact a visual directory
browser. It represent the contents of
each directory in icon format
on the screen, which is
either represented by a
plain default icon or a
small custom icon if  one
exists. These custom
icons are thumbnails, gen-
erated by ImageFX or
ADPro via Visuars ARexx
port. The advantage of this is
that all the icon can be moved with the
original file and Visual will happily show
the icon for the image in its new
directory. The trade off is an extra set of
icon files. •
Andrew Korn

Readers with our CD
issue will be glad to
know that all this
software is on the CD in
the Magazine directory.

ROUND-UP
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purchased by anyone likely to be offended by
drawings depicting nudity and o r  sex acts.
.
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A du l t S ens ation  is  pos s ibly  the  Amiga's  lar ges t sening
adult ti tle. I t  tealuieS  over  4 ,000 ,
g h  q u a l i t y  
2 5 6  
c o l o u r

images  o f the ' a d u l t n a tu r e . Im age v iewers  and covar ters
are included for arty Amiga, (OVER 18 ONLY)

rE101) £ 1 9 9
Adult Sensation 2 not only corI . riS 4,000 new colour
images but also includes Ions of adult related sampleS.
adult Mi/Soe modules. tonnes of adult stories, adult anima-
tions. black&white 70's pnollos. adult games and more.
(OVER 18) ( C 0 1 1 5 )  L19_90

Sexy sonsabon, this CD contains arOund 2.,0130 specially
ChOSen high quality BMP a  GIF Images Viewers A graphie
converters are included for easy and quick aeceSS to any
of the  pic tures  on any  A m iga. )OVER 18)

ule11111016101101i5
LightROM
313 Oblects.
Cla imed Sound Shitho
O032 Network sot 2
Personal w i le
The Learning Curye.
OEM Rom
Light R01
1
44
°cla me d 6  CD I :
,
u 1 0 .0 .1
Xi Paint 4.0
1078 Weird Textures
3000 peg Textures
Into The NET pod)
Multimedia Backdrops
Sounds Terrific 2 (cd)

19.99
99

2999
34.99
1
1
1
9
8

19.98
14.99
29.919
19.99
49.99
19.99
1999
19.99
29.99
1 9 .
9 9
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wa continental maps. county list . capital or general
index. Concise, informative county histories. Ea ch
country is Supported by a series of maps
cle Cling  regional position, major cit ies. etc
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AGA Experience 2
contains 100%
original AGA mate-
rial including pictures
AGA demos, AGA games,
and AGA tools. Most infor-
mation runs direct from the
CD e  9 .99

EXPERIENCE 2 a k  EOM MENET 16

\NAHA

(CORNS E19.99
Adult Sensation 3D actually contain% over 2,000 trus 5
Dimensional colour swages 3E/ viewing software anc top ClUal•

rty 3D glassezz
...
r. a l s o  
s u p p l
e d  
A v a i
l a b k
5  
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w !  
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1
8
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Rated 90%
146) C19.90

Adult Animations contains hundreds of naughty? anima.
to n t+
.
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tor the Amiga Limited first stocks so oMer now.
HURRY'"! ISTRICTLY OVER 18's ONLY)

Cil TIRES
Aminet Set One 2 4 9 9
Aminet set two 2 4 . 9 9
Aminet 5et three 3 4 . 9 9
Aminet 14 October 1 2 , 9 9
Aminet 15 November 1 2 , 9 9
Aminet 16 1 2 . 9 9
Amiga Repair Kit CD 4 8 . 9 9
Amiga System Sooster 1 9 . 9 9
World Info 1 9 . 9 9
Turbo Calc v2.1Spreadsheet 9.99
Amiga Developers CD 1 4 , 9 9
Print Studio Pro 3 9 . 9 9
Magic Publisher (ecd) 4 9 9 9
Meeting at Pearls 4 9 . 9 9
Mods Anthology (4cd) 2 9 . 9 9

ax) E20,e9
Adult MENsation it  a c a n t o n  of unigue images of the
male body. This C D -R a f fl e s been compiled to torfill the
hundreds of requests for I S
.
C D  d e d i c a t e d  
t o  
t h e  
l a d i e s
.

Very easy to use Oka y on any Amiga.
t1 9 .9 •

Mick Davis's Carlow
Clipart Volume One is a
new Amiga CO-ROM con-
taming around 500 Commissioned
cartoon images. all o f  which can
be used "royalty-free". Each imag
is stored as 'FF. and all have bee

resolution to ensure the best
scanned at the highest possible

quality when printed Supplied with a 30+ Page
vinted index of each image. Every commissioned image on
this CD is 100% original and does not/will not appear on are
other CD-ROM.
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icicIrGA 1.2GIG HARD DISK•  I °MAPOnly £179.00

worked on this trite for almost hyo years,
and it still impresens me'. Vince Pere, Epic

The n e w imaio LiMetece e i i d s Cate g o rt se i te l tr a p c i r l  save r

sio man  M e V

1 2 g  geby le 1:1200mh)  ready  - tc
,
' It
Amiga hard d ive . P r e - t e r
-
m a n e d
and installed with Workbench 3
Supplied with all cables and
instructions.
With FREE narddish swl

PRODUC(O IN
NC Oe i n C t u t
M ADE IN T HE
435  INTERFACE
'UPO RADO BL E

NC Of S iatetel
SEARCH PDXES

FILNICLIPS
SUPPO RT ED

MUSIC
In tar• ADI

sc sauna
I 996 /1997

3000+
UK

100's
NORIOALfieeP
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1993

USA
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11110018131r1
1991
1300

USWIJIK
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GIP SENSATIONS .7ety.i
Contains around 10.000
colour images suitable loi
DTP_ O f 2 8 ) f
i 9 . 9 9NOTHING BUT GIPS
Features thousands of
very high quality images

rC0/97)E1999

I M AG E C D - R O M S  -
io r  k r  u m  
t s . i ;

G,Jao.i.x , Speen ü  . O M  or iv c
compete with interface for the
Al200 Supplied with installation
software. Includes a FREE
copy of the Epic C o
l
le c t io n .
Please quote. CP-Deh
,
e
Now oni, C:'4'X4
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We  took  weeryones valid Com ther ls  wi th c onc er n to  M e las t release of the
Encyclopedia and changed, modified updated the whole product to the
extent that it  now includes over 20.000 Sublects. The new 1997 version of the
Epic Interactive encyclopedia is available now. it  features a superb new

updated multimedia interlace, hundreds of film clips. images, sound samples
and subject information text. The 1997 version now supports a multitude of
new features eluding: Colour images Fun-screen himckps, National anthems.
and a unique One, .ACT feature which allows you to interact with certain sub
jects Ise . chess, piano, etc. A  Superb reference title for the whole family
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ciente in Amiga reuthroodu presentaton"
Gramma Sandi/aro, A m u .  Forriur

'Why is it you are the onty cempaly peduc og
ascent kneel CO-Reels' G Hammon

i f  yo u ' re  o n  te e  lo cko u t to t so me  ! M am as *  rag a-
e rica moianol M an  MIS Eta the  boll
*
. T o m / H o r g a n ,  
C l )

Wi t &  a EONS

EK• If• pO tita man , T h e  socum smarm k a S i s t  Menage,

AVAILABLE FOR ALL AGA AMIGA's with 4Mb+ ram & Hard drive)

I The new Magic Workbench CD contains the
largest collection of Magic Workbench
Backdrops and tools ever compiled. Inc'

I y„,01 over 5.000 Magic WB icons, Over 600
specially selected Magic Workbench back-
drops in 8, 18 and 256 colours. over

1 3 O r n e g a b y t e s  of Workbench tools. ga
patches and desktop stemma toolsiut
The CD also includes Magic vticeknench

aswell as many other items never before
released on any Amiga CD ROM. If you want to update'en

you existing Workbench 2 or 3 then this is the perfect Workbench
on CD ROM. This CD is only suitable for any Kickstart2.1
based Arniga's such as the A5004-. A600, Al200, and A4000

AMIG
H AC K F OR  T H E F U T U R E

Aminet 16  COntains over
600mb of the very latest
Amiga software including
games, demos, animations,
music, tools, comms, patch-
es. e tc. Available for C12.99
or CI 0,99 when you
take out a subscnplion.

CO2301 91 2_90

MAGIC WOPRISENCH ENHANCER V2

1997 AGA versika features include:
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unlike any thing seen on  the A m i g a ''Produced in the UK
unlike most encyclopediaS

*Around 14000 subjects covered
from Aalhoeg to  Zy gote•Hotlist editor
SO y ou c an c r eate lis ts  DI auteec ts

'Hundreds of samples
Music t racks and and over 200 samples

'Thousands of rectums
Over 3.000 Colouernono pictures inci

"Dozens of e l m
-
c e p s /
a n i m a t i o n
s

Over 200 sublect raaled t.im-ceps
'View many fi lm
-
c l ip s  
' l u l l -
s c r e e n "

New Zoom ppl'on
-
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Naticeial antliems and differs+ it music
'import new subiects

tr o l l  the  Inter net or  fr ont fl oppy  dis k
'Export data to printer or file

and ise  ,
1  i n  
y o i
_ r  
o
w
n  
p i
m i
e c
t S

'Kids Explorapedia
Eght kid s nteractive play-about sec

•Enhariced speech facility
Improved Speech synthes is' S e c t  creator
Create your  own s ubjec t natal

'Network compatible
Can b e  r..in thr ough CD32 or  c u r v

"Upgrade y
e xist in g  Yeto the 1997

version,
• e t.i tri

current CD-
,ersion along

CFNKSIE
l21 I g9 plus P

1HE EPIC ttoeRAcTivE ENCYCLOPEDIRIrt
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9 . 9
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latest issue c ontains  thou-
sands and br and new
co e d s for Lighlwaver"

LIGHT•11061 GOLD EtSas
Contains  the bas t
Lightwave" 3D objects
from LeghtROM issues 1
2 and LightROM 3.

LIGHT-ROM CD-ROMS AI,

the Kara
Collection'
IS a profes-
sional and
unique set

Of fonts, back-
drops and tools for spe-
cial effects in pictures,
animations, tieing and
i i /e rtfrl i e i r_ i ri s C 3 4  9 g

KARA FONTS CD

This C
ROM
tame
1000

tal e
roapsi:DEMs).
cor use in os tePm.
Scenery, Aaar rum
Wl e r t

DEM-ROM
This CD was rated 85% in  AF, it
features All the tools and informa-
tion, specifications etc, needed
to produce and develop Amiga
software. Includes the Latest
sons of the installer. CD press-
ing s oftwar e, COX L toolk i l , e t :

6tv
--- 
- -
-

n o p E R s  c o ,  0 . 1  (C O2 2 0 ) E14.9.

NEW
FON
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JUST IN Women of the Web.. (CD4 0 2 ) Just E19.99
' a FREE kill colcur 16 pace CD-ROM catalogue!
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Emulators Unlimited contains Software erhula
lion tools for the Amiga. Spread over numer-
ous platforms are emulators for Apple. SAC.
Commodore 64, Commodore VIC20, Amstrad
CPC. Apple Mac. Gametx)y, Alan ST. MSX,
Apple200. Atari BOO, Atari1040ste, Sinclae
CA_ Unix and more. Akio features huniarecs
of gamestools etc for most ol the

— e m u la to rs.
The FLASH-ROM is a "companion" Emulators CD Mat

contains many new cartrklge based machine emulator
bee: Kelecovision, Nintendo. Gamebey etc, Order woe,
4G02601 C19_99. Qrde r both Eretetators
19ashROM C 2 9 . 9 9 *  (CO283
.
) INALATORSUNL

IPA I T E D  
+

Print Studio PRO allows you to create ard pint a wide van
ety of business cards and labels. Also features: FacturCAT.
Printer24 -  A 24brt graphics print manager, 200mb of
mono & colour chow, and hundreds of quality fonts. Prin'
Studio PRO provides a versatile colt)," correction

Settem, resulting in perfect colour output cr• most printers. KS3
er lugber rebound

M A T  STUDIO
The World of

‘ •

, Or ilP
w ie n e r t
1
2
-

A

OftScutiCoeiTe
. IloUse0

/ a !, 220nynC3.90 m PIP

Reed mer 90%

AM IGA

WhOlt XL r-mon loth [official Asou
ITSOOyi e n 1 9 9

Insight dinosaurs has been pro-
uced a l association with The

Natural History Museum in
London, and features the work of
world renowned dinosaur illustra-
tors. It fealtures hundreds of

photo's, illustrations, video clips, narra-
tion and sound effects. I I  is the ultimate A-Z of
dinosaurs. CD includes both ECS 8  AGA versions

KilticrIAINISAu s

This CD comae, t  -
,
r r n a t i o n  
t h a t

N 0 6 0 0 Y  wa n t s  yo u  to  kn o w
about and includes tons of
megabytes of text documents
and photographs relating to
UFO sightings and abiluctioars
e tb,

ENCOUNTERS ICD1791

dioarlo ,
Avsona
,S,Ae COS-
lees the
toll Y e,
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%sonar Write P. Fonts
and o ve r 5 0 0 mb  o f Live -
rase Art. Tests & Foots
Paint, Image Processing
Apireatico, 24b1t
Pnntina. Word
Pro ce ssin g , Datab ase
and mu ch  M e wl

P.SUITE•

Want of Clipart is a double CD.
ROM containing around 40,000
mono and colour clipart images
contained in over 100 categories
in IFF. GIF, PCX, CDR. EPS, TIF.
& AMP. Tools for convening
images to another formats we
included. Subjects include
Anenals. Anatomy, Babies.

Men, Women, Trees. Reptiles, Insects, Xmas,
Religious, Planes. Vehicles. Ships. Toys. Zodiac signs, Eye
Catchers. Humour, Cats, Dogs. Computers. Technology,
Seale, Space, Symbols, Dinosaurs, Plants, Nature. Arts.

Tools, Astrology. Hands, Beds, Business, Office, Workers, d
i eCartoon. Lion King. Education, Food, Gardening, Holidays,
Houses & Buildings Helicopter's. Children. Banners,
M e d ie val ,  M o n s t e r s  S o c
,
1 !
,  7 r ,
,
r
,
r ; r 7 O r t .

and more.
• W O R L D  OF OLIPART +

•

„

Choices of free CD-ROMs
t x  M usk. Games. De mo's t o o ls_
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•w emulator to run them c
-G A M t S  y o u r  Amiga...,In stock now!

C L
L .
'  
1
,

6 6 4  G A M E S  C D  v2  ( C O
2 5 1
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SO I-FI Sensation is an exciting
rev
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1 3GIG of SCI-FI images, anima-
tons, 313 objects. Sound EX.
Documents, Themetunes
Scripts & SCI-FI games
Subletta included are
Babylon5, Stadrek (The on9
'al. ING,  Deep Space 9 and
Voyager), Batman, Or VVhu

Thunderbirds, Robccop, Sea
Quest DSV. Bladerunner Aliens
Terror hawks, 2001. Blake7,
Battlestar Galactca, Tron, Total
Racal. 2010. SoaCe 1999 etc
"Buy SC-R Sensab3n from us wet
yo u  will  al WayS  re ce ive  th e  late st
availabie version-
CC) Amiga 9 1 %

SCI-Ft SENSATION v2.2'

Choice for great value and service
Tile  I JK's in o 0  popula r ma il orde r compa ny.

2 Seperate order lines K  Orders: 0500 111 4136 Overseas: +44 1793 514 188

3 W a y s  to receive your  orderStandard 1-2 days. N e xt  Pa y or same Day Deliver).
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Games include Manic lamer, Shool
daze, Monty mole, Startrek,
Thrust. Jet Set Willy, The Hobba.
SIM  Poker, Danger Mouse The
Sentinel. Micro Olympics, Under
Vaurlde. Uricaurn. Atic Attic, River

raid, Barbarian. Huriceback and
around 3000 other classic spectrum
garne files ircluding multt-foat$ games
Speocy '96 also contains hundreds of
documents containing instructions eor
most games aswell as hundreds Cl
speccy game cheats. Okay on a r,

CD-ROM drive connected to an Ani9a.

Jame
,paedictors. •  L....1J toesS and morn

Rated : AF GOLD SISk t
, THE SPECCY CD '06

REPUIEEMENT WORKBENCH
- p a s t s '
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This new CD contains hu,
dreds of megabytes of 81 ,
,source-code, Blitz tutorials,
game graphics, sound-fa,
fonts, many Blitz WEB pages
and game music tracks, all
of which you can use freely
el your own Blitz ceogeams

EN H AN C ER  I C D 2 , f
,
r  r l -  q •

Arcade Classics is an original LL
lection 01 ALL your old arcade
favourites, including Amiga ver-
alone of PACMAN, SPACE
INVADERS, ASTERtODS, MIS-
SILE COMMAND. PENGO,
FROGGER LOAD RUNNER,
GALAXIANS. DONKEY KONG
NUMEROUS TETR1S GAMES

BATTLEZONE, TEMPEST. COMBAT. moN ,
SPACE WARZ, THRUST, 0-BERT, HUNCHBACK, MOON
PATROL, TRAIL BLAZER, BREAKOUT, CENTREPEDE,
CYCLES, BEZERK, SNAKE, SCRAMBLE. PING PONG,
BREAKOUT, NUMEROUS CM  CONVERSIONS A  COL-
LECTION OF JEFF MINTER GAMES AND HUNDREDS
MORE, Ove r 603mb of unforgettable retro-gaming.

Now Mcnides• easy to use Muthrrteche Arrig3 ,
n t e r f a c e . ARCADE CLASSICriliol

ECuetaina 1200 our most popular floppy based
software titles on one goanli 600mb CD- ROM
Now you can purchase the entire Epic collec-
tion on one go Subjects include Professional
mono apart. colour digest, numerous 3D
objects for Imagine & Light...eve. Colour.
Bitmap, Compugraphic fonts 8 Adobe fonts,
Graphics converters. Music tutorials,
Beginners guide. 3D stemogram generators,

Hundreds of Sound FX arid samples, Virus Killers. Hard
disk installer & tools, Various Hardware projects, Hundreds of games
including Mind teasers, Puzzle, card, arcade and board games.
books, and more ME EPIC colletToN712

I_IUMINC SUN
the Epic interactive Quiz
Show ie an excitrng new
Amiga based CD-ROM
quiz game for the whole

Foothrtainlucku
"AGA hi-res graphics
*Virtually ever
y 
q u e s t i
o n  
I s  
s p o
k e n

'Veto 4 playersitearns can play
'20 different subtract categories
'Select from 10 different charac-

tors, or add your own charactore.
•Use keyboard or special controller
Over 3000 different questions

'Includes -
fl a s h  
c a r d
-  
q u e
s t i o
n s

aerai OPTIONAL aNTERACTOW CONTROLLER, E24,99

THE EPIC I N T E R A C
r
T I V E U I Z  
S H O W

reoo
tr9cc

t7

21,Y,
ECce

ESKEEEDM
ER•5-1 • 1X
, 
P r i n i
o r  
D r
u m

(E05or, Carer, HP Star.

a

AMINET
SUPER

SUBSCRIPTION

TRANSFER YOUR AMINC1
suBSCRIPTION FROM na ill CURRF's
SUPPLIER AND NOT ONLY wilt VC
, GET EVERY FUTURE COPY OF

AMMO' FOR C10.99
BUT MIEN YOU JOIN OR SUPER SUB-

sCRiPTCas wFlIt ALSO S
E
N D  V O L
L'20 00 woorm OF MWIA CO-env

VOUCHERS EPEE OF CHARGE

CALL OUR SPECIAL AM1NET
SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE Cr,

01793 432176
IQ  5,1E15C:191Si
-M . - -

This CD contains almost 1'00
variations of the worlds most
addictive and loved game.
Nearty all the games are ready
to run directly from CD. and
archived versions are also
ricluded. Avadable Nowt

HING BUT TETRIS ten/a) Ce_99

UK FREE FONE f a r 0 1 7 9 3 5 1
,
1 1 8 7a
;
! 
1
1 
I  
I  
r

Send to: EPIC 43 Akers Way, Swindon, Wilts, UK 5N2 21IF
Open Monday-Sakes:1w St3Dam - 6:00prnish Ove rse e rs ondlersa +44 1793 514113E1

•I fIJ Imo In Austraira or Now-Zerdanctyoti can tArrhos,e any °lour CO-ROMs from our Sydney based
Sold your onJors tcc EPIC 36 Forest Road, liesthooto NSW 2233

Tak 132)9S20 N M  F a x: •321 95206077 W77 * Ayr/ n e s n kstralan M a ndy de lis te  UK Ell arcas Used

PRIORITY ORDER FORM
NAME
ADDRESS

MACHINE
PAYMENT METHOD
CREDIT CARD DETAILS

EXP DATE

PLEASE SUPPLY
ITEMS

TOTAL GOODS VALUE
POSTAGE PACKING
AMOUNT ENCLOSED
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PRODUCT TEST

SMD-1 00
•  Price: E199 •  Developer/Supplier: HiSoft © 01525 718181 http://www.bisoft.co.uk

Yo u r f a v o u r i t e  fi l ms  o n  C D  w i t h  t o p
q u a l i t y  s o u n d  a n d  mu s i c  c a n  b e  a
rea l i ty ,  b u t  d o n ' t  t h r o w  a w a y  y o u r
v id e o  o f  T ra i n s p o t t i n g  j u s t  y e t .

0  hen I was at University

in a remote Australian
town, video conferenc-
ing was seen as being

a great money saver for local busi-
ness, Thanks to video compres-
sion, some bad quality video and
audio could be squeezed into a 2
megabits per second stream. At
that rate a CD would only hold 40
minutes of the terrible quality
video on offer. Just what does this
have to do with HiSoft's SMD-100
AKA the Squirrel MPEG? Video
compression is what it's about.

IMPEG got better
However, things have improved
since then and now a single chip
can be used for playback at CD's
standard single-speed rate of
around 150K/s. Video quality also
has the capability of being rather
good depending on the quality of
the encoding system in
the first place_
And MPEG
(Motion Picture
Experts Group)

ma&

compression also supplies new
CD quality audio as well.

Of course none of this is new
.Commodore threatened to make

MPEG big in the Western World
with the MPEG cartridge for the
one-time successful CD32.
Unfortunately, they chose this
time to go bankrupt so well never
know how things could have
been. This MPEG cart allowed the
CD32 to play so-called Video CDs
which are essentially MPEG on a
CD-ROM so that you get 74 min-
utes of movie on a disk_ Yes, that
means most Video CDs come on
two CDs with a change being
needed somewhere in the middle.

Stand alone
So what is HiSoft's SMD-100
then? They've gone
for the

• s f .
was'

A the artdocts acoented as a side elect at
compressico method are aot too Feminist.

unique approach of creating a
stand-alone MPEG decoder box.
The SMD-100 is a SCSI device
and in fact it's a SCSI controller of
a kind which orders a connected
SCSI CD-ROM to play and send
the MPEG stream to the SMD-100
for decoding. For this purpose the
black-box SMD-100 has two full
sized Centronics style SCSI con-
nectors on the rear so it may be
placed inside a SCSI 'chain' i.e.
between your computer and CD-
ROM or even at the end if a termi-

nator is attached to one
of the connectors.

There are

convenient dip-switches on the
rear to configure the SCSI address
and finally a 9-pin genlock con-
nector and a SCART socket for
video output.

So with an appropriate cable.
the Amiga's RGB video can be
passed through the SMD-100
and the monitor attached to the
Scart socket. The video output
will then appear in the colour-0
genlock space as with normal
genlocks. You could have your
Workbench on top of Four
Weddings and a Funeral, for
example, but more likely
uses could be kiosk and video
titling presentations.

Most people will want the
SMD-100 to play Video-CDs, a

task which is does very
well again
depending on

the encoding
quality. I took the

SMD-100 home
with a hand full of

movies and Manga video-
CDs and jacked it into my
29" Sony TV After connect-
ing to a CD-ROM I found the
SMD-100 hung once or twice
and needed to be powered
down by removing the power
lead. This may have been a
temporary SCSI 'hang' or the
like. The SMD-100 comes with
a remote control which directs

I to  tell the CD-ROM to play,
stop or eject etc.

Nasty art i facts
Video Output was superb on all
titles though there were some
nasty movement artifacts on a
few badly encoded CDs. MPEG
relies on predicting motion but it
finds it particularly hard to
reproduce with the resolution

A UPEG gets away with its 'espy compression with
the help al last ITIlle rates.
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A Picture quality Df MPICs from the Iiitentat is sites substandard. doe In pont original recordings

plummeting quickly on a 'busy
scene. Otherwise, the quality lAra•
generally far better than VHS
video. Stills were, of course, digi-
tally perfect (just where was that
Basic Instinct?) but the clincher
for me was the sound. It's awe-
some. better than even Hi-Fi VHS
with no dropouts, just sheer CD-
like audio. Having to change a CD
in the middle was no major hassle
and balances against the fact I
often tapped pause and wandered
off for a coffee without fear of
mangling the tape. Video CD is
great, why oh why didn't it take
off as a rental format?

Where the SMD-100 lets the
show down is in what it could
have been. Being a SCSI device it
could be sent data from the
Amiga with ease. HiSoft planned
a ROM upgrade for the SMD-100
and a software suite on the
Amiga to do just this but sadly
they claim there is now not the
demand for such an upgrade. This
means you won't be able to
obtain MPEG files and play them
with the Amiga (on the Amiga
screen with the genlock capabili-
ty). You also won't be able to cre-
ate your own 24-bit animations,
convert to MPEG and play back at
full frame rate. No, the SMD-100
is nothing more than a Hi-Fi
Video-CD player which has to
hijack your Amiga's SCSI CD-ROM
in order to function.

So much more
iou tell me if I'm being unreason-
able in thinking this is a massive
potential undeveloped here? When
pressed, HiSoft mentioned the lack
of demand and the difficulty of
obtaining smooth footage by play-
mg from hard drive. The latter just

A Commercial lAPEG Video-Cl/s nte generally ol
superior finality too their VHS video equivalents

doesn't seem to add up here, I'm
sure my hard drive can manage a
bit better than the measly 150KB/s
than the SMD-100 needs for full
rate WV. Perhaps if you call HiSoft
and tell them you'd like an SMD-
100 if they finish the Amiga soft-
ware, they might think differently.
Until then it looks like a great prod-
uct sadly not carried through. •
Mat Bettinson

SMD-100
system requirements:
A SCSI CO
-
RO M 
a i d  
a  
i m i
t a b l
e  
T Y ,
s i o
n i t
a r

SM. idiot prod. play; slap, pease
aid silo.

OW RAU
Good to watch
Video-COs on
hut could do
much mote.

l i
t .

a t  irse ills list it is

Want to get connected?

NetConnect's GUI  does more than control/manage
AmiTCPI It also gives you a completely aditable PC011 bar
(see pics) to control and manage your programs. No other
Internet pack meets the specifications of Neteonnecig
Ask for a time-lorrilied demo version!

• 33000 ape DATAITAX modem -  true v34
• Group I, 2 & 3 eendkeoeive FAX
• Enhanced ADPCM coding

MAD rose* dMiction Ocoee medium to connect with T e d
•  ormitspeed tor differing connection modem

• Extended AT commend set
• Gegradable ADM chle PoNeUerofina %panel Situps epecalortionet
• IV  end CE Approved
• Amiga serail cable Inducted
• FriA •ast etarted• documentation
• 5 year wenenty - P oo Leedeltom rifilatetie Amkgs

Send your order to:
Active Software, PO Box 151.
Darlington, County Durham,

8YT, ENGLAND.
01325 352260

• •

• • • •

AMITCP v4.5 [HAMM S T O P  P R E S S ! !
( N M I  FULL Ta
,  
C L I E N T (VOYAGER v1.50 Irv:• • • •
(EXCLUSIVE!! NEW WWW CLIENTS

MICRODOT-II mw:
(NEW MAIL AND NEWS CLIENT(

....AmFTP
fiNDUSTRY STANDARD 21,  WENT'

AmIRC"••
(INDUSTRY STANDARD FRC CLIENT]

....AmTelnet 'JEW
!TE1NET CLIENT A M / T P  AUTHOR!!

. . .
•
A
m
T a
l k  
t
a
w

(INTERNET CHAT CLIENT/

raFinger No l
o(FINGER CLIENT(

active@enterprise.net
RI Pflk

Postage and Delivery

Mode

Make &moues/P O 5 pavane to
Soltbsow. e nd san d  115 the  e d am . .  e stad

We cm ticoopt awalit or debit
1.rdt.m. For any edditionel Worms-

,  • ,s ASAP'

Voyager Supports FRAMES,

No w f or Voy ager v1,50....
HTM L 3_2 spec ifi ca tions  •  ta b l e s
and f u ll f ra m e s (scrolling a n d
Hooting as shown)  now supper tedi
Infe r na l I m a g e  D e c ode r  -  l a s t
internal 0 I F / JPG decoding,  G I F
Anims, 2 4 B I T  C 7 be r 0 FX  s uppor t!
Gr ophic a l P r i n ti n g  -  p r i n t  w e b
pages as the y  a re  shown!

AmTerm Paw:
(NEW COMMIS/US M E W ]

4  a MUI 3.7 (Shareware)
n o  lid EASIER THAN ABC!CONNECT

Wanting to get onto the Internet? Already connected, but
frustrated with your software? Neteonnect is all you need
to get connected to the Internet and contains a suite of
seven commercially licensed Internet applications. You
iton't find an interface as easy-to-use as NetConneces!
,
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about getting onto the Internet - we know exactiy what you
lead and what you want. You want software you can use
- not shareware but commercial software, you want the t
Y
h
o
e
u c a n  n v v  o
r e
o n , e t
p
l . r e t p , s c t •

5
Ihassle taken out of the installation and you want a suite of v  j u o

the very best Amiga Internet software. Indeed, to make cu
nta
c
i  u s  f o r  r m , i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n

NetConnect the very best we organised programmers to You can also master Mut when
-nhance thee software -  so you get previously non- 'mu are l'Arorg yOLr St'llware'
released software. NetConnect contains a full TCP client
worth over t 35 in itself! You can save masses of E112's from
nuying NetConnect as there is no need to licence the
Internet software - full versions all hoenced for you!

- 50p per CD lor UK des.' • ,
- p e r  CD for EU !Jaime,
- E2  p e r CD Wo rld  d ai l y. ,
• E.3 to r 2 4  d ay de live ry
- t e  aat le n t d ay de ilve ry
- 215 for Seeuday delivery

VAPORWARE

V AP O RWARE  M U I
Voyager w1.50
wcrectot
-
ti
AmaRC v102
AtAFTP v1.70
AmTalk
AmTeinet •  AmTerm
follfi 3.7

E 19 .99
E 19 .99
r 1 9 9 9
r 1 9 .9 9
r  14 .99
E 14 .99
E 14 .99

M IC R OD OT 2  -  M A I L  N E WS

NE TCO NNE CT PRICE
NelConnect DIsRs E  59 .95
NetConnect CD r  59015
336 Modem £ 1 1 9 . 9 6
316 Modem & NetConnect
(CO or Dalai'  £ 1 5 4 . 9 6
33.5 Modem + N e t
-
C o n n e c t
for under £155! Amazong
,

Buy NatConnect and get FREE connection to Enterprise (worth £20 es. VAT or E23•80 inc.

Supported by
iSP's Worldwide
Ne tConne oll al lo ws you
io Wool  yckir country
tiler, s e le c t a n  IS P
lasey5 • we ta u. about
.
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PRODUCT TEST

auickcam
Price: 09.95 U Developer/Supplier: Eyetech ® 01642 113185

Roll u p ,  ro l l  u p .  T h e y
said  i t  c o u l d n ' t  b e
d o n e .  T h e  M a c  h a s  i t ,
t h e  P C  h a s  i t ,  n o w  t h e
A mi g a  c a n  h a v e  i t  t o o :
v id e o  c o n f e re n c i n g .

0  hanks to Eyetech, the Ouickcam rev-

olution isn't going to pass the Amiga
by. Mac and PC users have been
able to enjoy the delights of video

conterencing via cheap Ouickcams for a while,
and soon the Amiga will be in on the act, The
problem has been one of ports; the Amiga's
parallel port isn't up to the job, and to get
around this Eyetech have developed a
bizarre hydra-headed monstrosity of an
interface which connects the
Quickcam to your Amiga via the
parallel and the disk drive port.

N o t  q u i t e  y e t
Before everyone rushes out to
buy one expecting to be able to video confer-
ence with their friend in Croydon or colleague in
Tokyo. I ought to say that it isn't there yet.

For £40 you get a cable and some software.
EyeTech do not supply the Quickcam itself. This
is available from many PC dealers, such as
DABS Direct lte110800 55 88 66) for E65_ The

411 Ed Helen pests ler the camera. Nadeau' produces lair results — in geed lighting
comditimes. Inset meld emissive and pest processing alien mere creative images,

•

software is a useful but fairly basic image grab-
ber. Setting up is a breeze; plug the camera in,
switch on the computer, click on the Cluickcam
program icon and you're off. From the software
you can alter the contrast, exposure, zoom and
size, watching your alterations taking effect as
you do them. The input resolution from the
camera is 320 by 240 pixels, in 64 shades of
grey, but this can be scaled down to BO by 60
pixels to get a greater update speed. How fast
the screen updates is partly dependant on the
speed of your system: on a 68030 based sys-
tem I got screen updates at about 1 frame per
second on the largest screen, and not far off
realtime rates on the smallest. The software
can freeze images and save them out as a
greyscale 'FE or can spool frames to disk for
you to make into an Anim yourself; Eyetech told
us that they hope to build in Anim support but a
CLI utility such as Buildanim will turn the spool-

ed frames into an Anim in no time.

C U s e e m e
Eyetech will sell you a video confer-
encing solution with colour and
sound, but it costs £260 and only
works as an Amiga to Amiga sys-
tem. However, the imminent
release of Hypercom from VMC,
which Eyetech are distributing in
this country as PortPlus should
offer a solution. Portplus is an
Al200 plug-in board which adds
fast serial and parallel ports -
Eyetech believe this will allow

Medan
them to include an audio digitizer through the
same Ouickcam hardware and produce a full
CU Seeme port. The Portplus would also make
the current elaborate connector unnecessary
offering an even cheaper Ouickcam solution_

C o n t r a s t in g  a p p e a l
In its present incarnation, it is only a tool for
image making, but as a sometimes photograph-
er, this appeals to me very much. The black and
white limitation may concern those only inter-
ested in conterencing, but I've always preferred
black and white images and was keen to find
out what it could do. Lens quality on this sort of
camera is low, although modern lens coatings
allow even cheap lenses like this to produce
sharp enough images at these low resolutions

Beyond that, the major limiting factor in
image quality is focus - the lens focus on

video conferencing cameras is fixed at
around half a metre, about the right

distance for a camera mounted
on top of your monitor, and

although the small aperture
allows a reasonable
depth of field, beyond 2m

things go very soft.
The contrast and exposure range allowed

imaging in a good range of conditions, although
extreme brightness ranges, such as are
encountered when people are backlit by sun-
light through a window, was beyond its capabili-
ties. In more controlled conditions it was
possible to produce quite acceptable images
with it. and the combination of the on-air con-
trast and exposure controls alongside post-pro-
duction with a software such as PPaint, Art
Effect or Photogenics opens up all sorts of cre-
ative possibilities. The high red-biased colour
balance emphasises skin blemishes delightfully,
but that's all part of the adventure. •
Andrew Korn

OUICKCAM INTERFACE
AIQ

ASH*

A211110

AMMO

deities

system requirements:
OS1.3+, putaltel and dish drive pelts

es simplicity, my nuir cmmplairt is that
Annus !ourself

My is Ism it p i  the course. salivate
itet

ne ler a very complex cusism cable cm
pekes hardware ,lsetmare solution.

Not as useful as it could be.
hut enormous fun at the
very least.
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CANON BJC 2 4 0  COLOUR• P r ints  u p  to  4  pages  pe r  m in  c o our
• B u i l t i n  s m ooth ing  func tion  g iv ing  a n  effec tiv e

720 x  360dp i  m o n o  &  360  x  360dp i  c olour
• B u i l t i n  s heet feeder  100 s heets
• 3  Ynars war r an ty

CANON BJC 4100  COLOUR
• P r ints  u p  to  & S a v a  c olour
• 720  x  360  d p i  c olour  p r i n t &  rrit51.2 p r i n t• 100  s heet au tom atic  feede r
• P r in t on  v ar ious  m ed ia  A 4, B 5, A 5 . . . „
• 3  Years  war r an ty

CANON 1.IC 620  COLOUR• M ax im um  r es o u tion  7 2 0  x 720dp i
• A  c olour , 4  c ar tr idge sys tem
• M onoc hr om e p r i n t i n g  t o p p m

E194.99

E229.99

E349.99
Canon 240  Colour   1 1 9 4 . 0 0
Canon 4200  Colour   1 2 4 9 . 9 9
C a non  I W O  m o n o  p r in t e r  f o r  h o m e  o r  p o r t a b le  u se   1 1  4 4 _ 9 9
C a non 11.170 co lo u r  p r in t e r  f o r  h o m e  o r  p o r t a b le  u se   1 1 9 4 . 9 9
H•w l ott Packar d 400 colour   t l  54.99
Howlolt Packar d 690 colour  NEW  E 2 5 9 . 9 9
Howlett Packar d 070  colour  NEW  1 3 9 9 . 9 9
Howlott Packar d 020 colour 1 3 3 9 .9 9
Easton Stylus colour  500  NEW C 2 5 0 .0 0
I  s on $ l u s  colour  200  NEW  1 1 7 9 . 9 9

oc‘'  P R I N T E R S
INK JET - DESKTOP & PORTABLE

100% CERTIFIED ERROR FREE DISKS IL LOCKABLE BOXES
MAXELL DS.DD D V H D

10 3.5 Disks 1 4 . 7 1  E 5 . 9 9  +  10 see through box A d d  £1.00
30 3.5' Disks M A  1 9 . 9 9  +  100 coo lockable box A d d  £4.00
50 3.5' Disks E 1 4 . 9 4  1 1 7 . 9 9  +  100 coo lockable box A d d  14.00

100 3.5' Disks E W E  £ 2 8 . 9 9  +  100 cop lockable box A d d  £4.00
150 3.5' Disks E 3 t . 9 9  1 4 1 . 9 9  +  2 x 100 lockable box A d d  £8.00
200 3.5' Disks B I N  1 5 1 . 9 9  +  2 x 100 lockable box A d d  E8,00
500 3.5' Disks 1 1 1 1 . 0 9  1 1 2 6 . 9 9  + So 100 lockable box A d d  £17.50

1000 3.5" Disks t 2 2 • 1 1  E229 . 99  4 10 x 100 lockable box A d d  C30•00
FREE LABELS + FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE

a'uotooi.

HOW TO BD US

3 _ 5 "  I D I S K S

MONITORS
Amiga M14385  1 2 8 7 . 9 9
Microvitec 14" + Free speakers & Amiga adaptor  1274.99
Hitachi or Panasonic Monitor/TV  1 1 7 4 . 9 9
Amiga 15" (15405)  1 3 5 9 . 9 9
Microvitec 17" 1705  / 5 2 9 . 9 9

SUPERHIGHWA

A U  PRICES INCUPDE VAT A DELIVERY fortress odlterwiwi sterfaml]. Delleory within 3 days (UK MAINLAND ONLY].
ADO £10.00 FOR N M  DAY OlUVERY CALL OR SEND CNEOUISFPOSTAL ORDERS TO

GREY-TRONICS LTD, UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE,
CROYDON, SURREY CRO 1 Li U

SALES I- v o n  order prices only
'object to entotinkiti for c

1
rve
m .
,
•

• O W E S T  PRICES

Il
1

BEST SERVICE RAPID DELIVERY

S A L E S  F R E E  C A L L  0 5 0 0  7 3 7  8 0 0
O T H E R  E N Q U I R I E S  0 1 8 1  6 8 6  9 9 7 3  /  0 1 8 1  7 8 1  1 5 5 1

CD ROM DRIVES
COMPAQ Double speed wth Squirrel 1 1 3 9 9 9
RENO Double speed we Squirrel._ -1 1 4 7 .9 9

GENLOCK
FUSION VIDEO 0(NI00(

t  oo high foolfitoton yeel segos rhe it ideal kr tomb Ow
Pao tan iew •lor Worm; Wm, 'salad A Awls to tame

semi proktaarinward and Me a l  wow Meadow whim,
laiwirrole mossoautionli KW lade ?MOD I deakidd y
o, m o o smew otwe end orrefay we m  E  99

6500 up is 1 Hb including clock. -124.99
A500i up to 2 b  inducting clock ..121.99
6600 up to 2916 Including dol.-13999

ACCESSORIES
AMKA CABLES

Amigo to TV Sco rt E 1 0 • 9 ;
Amiga oe Sony 19 K 1 9 • 9 9
Amigo to Annea instead/Mon mo4on1- 1111.99
Modulator oeorbesig iced 23110131 1 1 1 . 9 9
Joystick Splitter,
Joystick !uvulae  Lead 1991  1 5  99
Prime lead 1 4 1 0

SUIT CORMS
Am igo 1 20015001001
1
,109 . . . . . .
Micro vitek1bilips Mon iiors ............. 0 0
Sra ( V iz  etV•trarlion ic Printers 1 4 . 0 0

AOWIOUI
Amigo Disk Inlet; Fors Direct Opel 4.11..139.99
Amiga Mouse fl op Cntalirfl 1 1 1 3 0
intorno! (kiss% 1
3 9 1 1 . 1 3
0 0 . 4 . 6 0
4 1 . . A 1 3
9 4 - .
1 3 4 . 1 4 4  
0
0

I t  Madolator (2 yrs worrowlyi.- -   1 3 4 . 0 0
Deltas t i m e  Rot 1 1 . 9 9
1009 te n! ' 1 1 . 9 9
3.3' Disk Hoed Change 1 1 3 ' 9
Python 12 loyolick - 1 4 1 . 1 3
CO31 to Amiga !Unit inc. software  a t
Competition Pro Pod 1 1 5 . 9 9
Keyboard for CO31 (Require SI211 1 3 7 . 9 9

ADO 111 POI DIUMIT

INKJET CARTRIDGES AND REFILLS
HP Deslast 500C3000.;560t Block . . . .  122.99
HP Darns Ilse • • .
HP Clesklet e00io60C Block- £ 2 2 . 9 9
HP Degas, 500C360D640.160C Colour 125,99
Conon 0 2 0 0  No&   . 1 1 6 , 9 9
Conon En 0200 limit ink Rail 1
7  9 9Citizen Project SC Colour  - 1 3 4 4 0
Crider) Project IC Mono__  1 2 0 - 5 0

Add E2 for delivery

T O P  Q U A L I T Y  R I B B O N S
MAO(

A r t
-
w e
n d  
C
R
A
P  
2
0
0
3
2
0
3
0

Arrettosi OW 4003 1 2 A 6
n i o n e e l l
1
0 0 / 1 0 6
0 5 1 2 4 1
1 1 5 0 1 0   
Z
0
3

ilbrairoal 9512 / 2 5 0
Chem 1 2 0 0 .1
-
SPI 0 0 se ll  
A l
a s

ipson111100  S A K I
Epson D:00,00/90  1 2 . 5 )
Span ACWOOSCO/12009150 S 3 A 5
Epian FAMM000003100 1 3 , 4 5
PLC P r VAlbor P25530  . E 3 3 0
Sedessins 5 9
4
1 2 0 0 / 1 6
0 0 , 2 0 0 1
3  
S
A
B
O

Panasonic 103•11XV1134,11110 s a a a
12.25
SA00
£799

J E 3 . 5 0
_E3D0

Paransona 2125
PermionicOOP21211,211111
Ske1110.27k1g0
MINAC7100
ace 1C1410rA4M00

COWAN
Clown 54124 , E 1 / . 9 9
Pawnor* 2125,71220
1
21M  
1 1 3 9
9

See 100211100  1 7 0 7
Star L1100  1 1 2 2 0
Smr1111410114203  1 1 2 - 5 0

0011121111P

MAGNUM RAM UPGRADES & ACCELERATORS
IRIS OPU S 4 .1 2
RAM • O W /
RAM ROARS a  a n ia s
418030/33Maz 4  P M
6141311/411111m
62030 /40M hz 4  SKI
681120111111Um
141040/25Mhz
6••40 /441Mhz
11100411/50IMm
SCSI 11 11/11122021
33Maz FLOC PI M

108411
N/ A
N/ A

2 2 • 4 0

227.11.
3114.9.
434.211
•011.112

32M 1
N / A
N/A

260.99
291499
324-99
339.99
419.99
4211.22
6 7 7 .9 4

PCMCIA Compatible byuse with oventilve
or CAS2appo CD Mom or Squirted 7wo won scale clest40.

HARD D R IV E S MEMORY SIMMS
INTERNAL 2.5" + CABLE + SOFTWARE

PI ow WW1 we hammed paratiorod ints he .Wribendi, dl teio riew W i e  it la
80Mb 2.5" E 7 9 . 9 9  2 5 0 M b C 1 2 4 _ 9 9
120Mb . . . . . . .  E89.99 3 4 0 M b  E 1 3 4 . 9 9
170Mb 2.5"...-.. .E109.00 520Allb E 1 5 9 . 9 9

INTERNAL LS" IDE foe Al200 II, A4000
850Mb 3.5" E l  39.99 1 . 6 G b 3.5' E 1 9 9 . 9 9
1Gb 3.5" £ 1 5 9 . 9 9  2 . 0 6 b  3.5" E 2 3 9 . 9 9
1.261s 3.5" E 1 7 4 . 9 9  2 . 5 G b 3.5" E 2 5 9  99

All 3 .5 " IDE H a rd  drive s re quire  a n a da ptor ca ble
when tit le d into a n Al2 0 0

INTERNAL. 3 .5 " 4  Sie e l lilt in g  bra cke t +  ca ble s
+ Fret Opus 4.12 +7 disks full of essential software

1Gb + Full kit E 1 7 9 . 9 9  1 . 2 G b + Full kit £179.99

QUALITY PRODUCT
LOWEST PRICES

Can be used with Viper,
Apollo, Magnum, Haw and

many others,
Coil for  latest prices,

as memory prices con
change doily

72 PIN I  32 BIT
4Mb E 3 5
BMb 2 2 0
16Mb 2 9 9
32Mb 1 E 1 9 9

30 PIN /  16 BIT
1Mb 2 1 7
A Mb E 6 0

AFFORDABLE, FAST 33,600 bps,
5 ye a rs wa rra nty C E  & BAST a pprove d
• U p  to 134.400 bps using MNP514 & V42 bit

Data compression and error correction
• Class I & 2 Fax Interface
• Strong metal external case & Front panel LEDS

ORIGINAL AMIGA SURFWARE
Software pack

' Suit oft your owlet", moots
• Not *Wry.... •  1-mold
• Web Browser •  IOC etc

E29.99
Amiga Surtymre pack when

purchased with ony modem £19.99
OP Fax Software £44.99

Send & receive las with Fcrx.,'Modem

PHONE LINE EXTENSION CABLES •  3 M  E3.99
Dual Socket A dapto r  ( 3 .99  •

• 544 E 5.99 •  TOM E 6.99 •  1594 17 .99
Modem c abie E 1 0,99



PRODUCT TEST

Geek Gadgets
•  Price: £19.95 •  Developer: Fred Fish •  Supplier: Weird Science t  0116 234 0682

G a d g e t s  f o r  g e e k s ?  We l l ,  i t 's  n o t
rea l ly  f o r  g e e k s ,  i t ' s  f o r  t h o s e  o f  y o u
w h o  w a n t  t o  g e t  i n t o  Un i x .

0  f the title of this CD

puts you off then you
can probably stop
reading this review_

Geek Gadgets is (at present)
something that only hardened
developers should consider inves-
tigating. Or put another way, if you
spend your life in a Shell or crave
to run the kitchen-sink text editor
(Emacs) on your Amiga then you
may well find this CD a -are treat.

To  my ADE
Geek Gadgets contains the Amiga
Development Environment, a pro-
ject started Out of the work done
by Fred Fish on his Fresh Fish
CDs. It's basically a collection of
Amiga ports of popular GNU soft-
ware from the Unix world. Most
notably this includes an excellent
port of the multi-talented GCC,
which is a C/C+ +/Objective C

A A MIME lead al fleWpfOgISMS ie play writ

1
6
%

compiler with support for cross
compilation (there's even
PowerPC capabilities included!).

Another famous GNU product
is Emacs. This is a monumental
beast of a text editor, which is
almost an operating system in
itself. The secret to its versatility
is the underlying Lisp program-
ming language. This enables you
to do just about anything and to
configure every action. But it
takes some learning and is not for
the faint-hearted. Interestingly,
this port is quite an old one (it's
Emacs v18) but it seems to have
the benefit of stability.

Next up on the top three GNU
programs is GhostScript. This is a
PostScript interpreter which can
be used as a previewer or to print
to non-PostScript printers_ It was
a pleasant surprise to find that
this worked pretty well. Not

straight away, unfortu-
nately, but eventually
the magic incantation
was found that
allowed my Al200
(with a mere 10Mb) to
display the infamous
tiger picture.

X  f a c t o r
The main collection of
programs on this CD
comprises tried-and-
tested and largely bug-
free versions. A set of

T h e  o d d s  a re  s ta c k e d  a g a in s t  i t
Now why are some of these Unix ports a bit unreliable and
crash-prone? Well, a major benefit of programming under
an operating system like Unix is the advanced memory
management and virtual memory. Programmers can be a
bit more lazy in their memory usage than they can under,
say, Amiga0S. This shows itself particularly in many pro-
grams' usage of stack space. Under AmigaOS your stack
size is quite  limited and must be fixed a t load time. Under
Unix you can generally have an enormous stack which will
also grow dynamically as needed. So, it's  actually quite
remarkable tha t this group of Amiga programmers have
managed to get any of these ports working acceptably.
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'alpha' releases, including a
version of the X windowing system
is also included. The big problem
when testing this was the absence
of a libX11.ixlibrary' file. After
many hours trying to work out
what was wrong, a program called
'a2ixlibrary' was found.

In fact, 'a2ixlibrary' is a shell
script, which requires you to be
running a suitable, Unix-like shell
rather than the standard Amiga
CU. This raised another set of
problems: just running 'sh' gave
no joy since it wasn't set-up cor-
rectly. It seems that this CD would
benefit from a lot more Amiga-
specific set-up documentation.
not just the standard GNU manu-
als. Just a short description of the
set-up that Fred Fish uses regular-
ly would be a start.

Can I use it?
Since the majority of the software
is covered by the GNU licence, it
must be accompanied by full
source code. Depending on your
point of view, this can be a devel-
oper's dream or worst nightmare.
Some of the code is not the most
readable or instructive in the
world, but as large collections of
sources go this is probably one of
the largest!

So, what's the real point of this
CD? Well, at the moment it's not
likely to be useful for anyone else

apart from those that want to be
able to do cross-compilation,
those who want to make them-
selves a more Unix-like environ-
ment on their Amiga, or those
who want to help develop parts
of the ADE. Fred Fish and the
group of Amiga programmers
who have made the ADE have
obviously done a lot of work and
are to be congratulated on. par-
ticularly, the GCC and Emacs
ports. But there's a long away to
go before this stuff becomes
accessible to the more humble
Amiga users out there, •
Jason Hulance

GER GADGETS ill
A500

MOO +

A61110

Al200

AISMI

A2900

A311100

A4000

system requirements:
CD drive

11111111
1
r10

e for in

OVERALL
Excellent snap-
shot of the ADE,
but not suitable
for all yet.
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Golden Image Trackball
Price: £19.95 111 Sup', ,er: Golden Image © 0181 900 9291

mouse replacement trackball. On
first impression, it feels rather
shoddily made, its cheap plastic
construction inspiring little
confidence but a mouse I have
from the same factory has lasted
fairly well though, and the track-
ball does have a year's guarantee
so I thought it worth a try out
at least.

In use the trackball manages
rather well, certainly in compari-

son to the Alfa Data trackball
we reviewed a while back.

There is no way, however,
of removing the ball and

, cleaning it without tak-

) i n g  the whole thing• apart ,  which is not good
' fo r long life, but this is
par for the course

with trackballs.
The design is ergonomical-

ly excellent, the button
arrangement well spaced

and the ball easy to move.
I found menu selection
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buying ClipArt? Now YOU can select your_i
own preferences from the comfort of your -

own home. Choose from over 3000 images
,n over 40 Categories. Give yourself a break

d TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! Available
in Formats suitable for all Amiga Programs

(Hi-Res Bitmapped or Scaleable)
All images are 8 to 256 Colours.,.. .suitable
for both Colour and Mono Printers, All

clips are artist drawn... ...no scanned
or traced images here!
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INK JET REFILLS
REFILLS iMicrofi liered Non-Clog Formula) all Colours from 87p per refi ll

COMPATIBLE CARTRIDGES As good as original.. but cheaper' from I1•99
m t = = = i •

We have been supplying our Customers with Refi ll Inks for many years, and most
of our sales we re-orders Wc demonstrate the quality of our Inks by providing a
FULL COLOUR PRINTOUT with every Information Pack. Who else does this?

surprisingly easy, especially
when replacing a single button
Mac mouse in ShapeShifter.

Drawing with the trackball did-
n't give quite the precision of a
mouse, although it produced bet-
ter results than the older Alfa
Data model. A sketch done with
the trackball had rougher lines,
whilst the mouse allows more
confidence in exact positioning
There is a slightly greater sense
of freedom with the trackball that
encourages more lively sketch-
ing, but I preferred the feel of the
mouse overall.

There is of course the ultimate
test of all trackballs, Missile
Command. Compared to a
mouse, both trackballs won
hands down. Comparing the
two, I found the Alfa Data to be
as good, the only time I didn't
significantly prefer the Golden
Image model.

Trackballs have never been
hugely popular with most Amiga

FONTS
f r e - o n -
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1 1 e - t r r  
A t
-  
L i
'  1 7
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LiIME5E, taiNtlotrJ14 HEADHUNTER STEEL,
ERSDURM41
BACICX
WOBBLE
ZARRC0
4'4'44
l i a t t )P t
.@Deco El
rmilmm

T W I N

I I 701

owners, although I have met a
few people who absolutely swear
by them. If a trackball appeals to
you, or if your desk is so small
you keep running the mouse
right off the edge, then you could
do a lot worse than this. •
Andrew Korn

TRACKBALL
ASH

ASH —

Alfl

11210

11510

1,2000

AAR

*4191

system requirements:
An Amiga

OVERALL

Top tracker hut 2
I'll stick with
my mouse.

ma ease makes it
Foe bee

Facellent price... far a trackball,

rn117.1
Unlike some of the cheap and cheerful Font
CDs and Disks (doing the rounds, our Fonts

WORK! Select from over 4000 Fonts in
both COMPUGRAPHIC and ADOBE

formats and leave the rest up to tiii!
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special deals with Fonts from 7p eacb
We have been in business since 1991 and

pioneered the Pic n Mix concept. Our
service is unique with a TECHNICAL.

11F.I.PLINE for all of our valued Customers
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For your FREE 46 Page Information Pack,
either Write, Phone, or Fax us.

SELECTAFONT (Dept CU)
84 Thorpe Road, flawkwell, Nr Hocklev, Essex. SS5 4.1T

F
A
X
:  
0
1
7
0
2  
2
0
0
0
6
2

VISA PHONE: 01702 202835



1

C o m m e r c i a l  q u a l i t y  g a m e s  a n d
w h a t n o t s  a t  s i l ly  p ri c e s .  T h a t ' s  t h e
b e a u t y  o f  p u b l i c  d o ma i n .  A n d r e w
Ko rn  s u rv e y s  t h e  s c e n e .

Scene
P a r a s i t e
g a m e
Parasite) to a
sor t of  a fl oor i t
typo of  ga m e
It is a  l i tt l e hi t
l iko e r n poi
with lust I  he
* swi l l ed hi nt  of
Gl i npeon c h i  own i n toe g o o d  ingsaiiiir-C. t  is
usual  w a y  w i t h * * * * *  I m m o ,  y ou' l a  i tt a  hi p di ti spoon,
O r  % I v  a t'  a  1 1 4 0 1 0 0 1 1  O f  S O M O t t l i l l w  a o  t o e d  o n l y  w i t h  a  h u l l o ,

a mat  time pun,  a  pl otol  a nd a m od pack  a nd yam haw°  t o
find y out way out.  blasting a ta w  t r i o s  on thou way
anti  c o l l o g
-
t i n g  
g g i t y  
• t i t -
0  
l o
o t  
t h
a t  
h a
p p
n i
t s  
t
o  
h
a  
l
y
i
n
g

m ound 1  has a' it ai t miscue tenon* of  wei tipoi ts knot
-  k i n gDhoti ( for  y ou t o pl c hi up anti  thoi  a ag o log
- k n i t  g i   N I  
y o u
wi l l  nongi  t o fi nd koys t o noon

hi *  is no truer AD gamin.  l oot  t ho towel  I matfint N,01 I
COM tttt 1 0  Mont  fig at pat  son I t l i t h Dos p i t o  this,  the
,grotto c om e s  go,: ions M u c h  Mot  rt zu4 a   t y p o .  w i t hh
lots of  wallst t o c bait' k l o t  sec • et I  moos ful l  of  goodi os
and Cho opt i on t o i l lay inor i tiplayin w i t h   a %phi  actor ot
and bl ast  ' noon  hal l s out  of  y our  mates

Pristrolitat  C a  of  a  fai r l y hi gh et mutat& ful l  of
a tmospher e  , hut  El,,, gr aphi cs  mil ts a  commer c i a l  * hor n,
fiat kgr  i s  ag a contisoi r iply  I i t t o t a t l i i t ø d  a nd * non-
stop a at a lac ki i i9 l i l , i s
i I fl h l1 tin put  :los ata  not  of  t he  h i gh. *  I ' odor  i t
t ook  m e  ago% t o got  out  of  I  hia M a t  t o ttttt n o t  become*
of s tttt 0 In din lasing a
- u i , i u u i d
,  0 1 1 1 4  
b u t  
h o c a o
s e  
i t  
d  
i d n
' t

tac to  to  itio to t,i v opening a door wi th a knito w hot gi a
mai
.  
t u
n ,
*  
g
p
i
n  
h
a
d  
t
a
i
l
o
i
l

Fl  Liconsewate.
31 Wallino tot

Esolor .
polo on I  X I
91111
To 1 1  .142
4 9 .1ti, ti 0
lig octi
plus / t i p  P .  P

1 4 9 7
Mtit t ip la y e r  s t ra te g y
I haves oftgin
t hought  how
h o t t n i
M a n n
.
*
COloni  t t  •  o r
Civilisat •  w o u l d
ha w i th a mul t i
player  opt i on
Dut c h C o b o l :
&diem tan Jan
H r l i 1 0 0 , 0 6 1  n i t i e r ” ,

m1 has d o n .
smoothi ng about  i t
1 0 0 0  o f  C 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 t

1.497 hi los yet •
for up to tow

players and it is In many ways
bottgig pa nt o t ha n the  or iginal ,

In Cana you missed Col •  m o m
w he n i t canto out,  i t  is a  ga m °  of  &l oopy-

y, col ooti r ati on nnti  coAnilinnii 1 4 9 7  dftlou s I som
C 0 1 0 1 1 1 / $ 1 0 0 1 1  110 n a l V t r i  s i  r 0 1 1 i t i t t e 0 1 1 1  w a y s  T h e r a  i s  s i ts

Eur opa ha go hack t o w i t h Itiallt goods,  a nd  V  Is
tondo by soi l i ng t o l ocal  tr  adots 1  horn is al so a  -
hasiiallou g al ign of  cisioniut•su Duct
- t w a t  ,  
h o c  
g l u o n  
1 4 9 7

hail diapason of tho sec l a i t y  •  y  1 - $ 9 1  you
siihl sillt i l  y  r a w  maim hits father than nuns" pt ofitably
coulee; tutu thew into Er ado good* as in Colonisation,. This
fakirs the  t i noth out ,  hut  an (Nal  rt or e Up 10 COM 0011100111
01411,11111 in thi s game.  thi s is a igen y sensi bl e uaniias1011, a
amigo move would otherwise lake most of an evaning,

1497 has a ttttt res oat if:id • tinge
, o f  t a m a l e * ,  
i s t e  
h i d i n g

Volcano., %, which look pi eat and can ktet milled tot gloms.
but have din disadvantson of occasionally erupting anti
btu folio your  ogi ttiornern t o thin i ntr ust& Gr aphi cal l y 1 4 9  1

ttttt Do out  g other wel l ;  those i sn't t he  pol i sh of  i ts coon-
inerciel  i nspi r ati on,  bust their a arci some ni ce ani mated
touches rood i t *COMO hi ghl y room Coloonlsal  inn i n tho
spood t a k os ,  act oi l ing tar  I m a m

Sadly,  t hot o i sn't  tho soi l s.  of  po tt t  non that  the  • I
Ing fat  het s• f ea tur e  groin
, t o  
C o l o n i z a t i o n
,  
h u t  
m a y b
e  
w i t
h

encoutauement Jan will put something like that in 00
uiiidmta Ovrsrcsll howstogit.  1 3 9 7  pl ays qui ckl y  p h  tor  a
•  p l a y n g  101100 t o he completing,  twi nyø onsti l l ty onto i n
Not  gusto a l o m a t
-
1 1 0 0 V .  
b u t  
i t  
• s  
a  
t u n a  
i s p o t
a n d i n
g

%ha,nw:,,t1 paCks1100

A t  pa t h
Gantes. 7pl ay
149 7 I l ia ( 1 ) k )
us cal l  your  l ocal
PD Moa t y.

93 Li



Aminet  Gems
Voxel engines

21
• -

I l iy ,g
-  
—

1
-

I
Cal It• tr i i I

flr•ogalt Sr igi r ! Fran/

16 I i  In] I ro
VI glad! in] ;

ACE, 1111
fu i l rg .

4
2

%mars• th • 1 2

With so many of
our readers on-
line these days,
an increasing
number of people
use these pages
to decide what
files to FTP rather

than what disks to buy. So I will be going on the occa-
sional trawl of the Aminet to look for smaller gems for
those of you. This month, I we nt hunting Voice! engines.
Voxels are, roughly speaking. 3 0  pixels and voxel engines
are a technique used for generating relatively fast 3 D
scenes, notably in the PC helicopter blaster Comanche.

Schwarz and Schreiber's VoxelAGA, written in AmigaE,
is the fastest of the lot, managing around 40fps on a fast
'030, but it is also the least graphically impressive, the
landscape looking like rolling hills of mud. V_Engine2 from
Jorg Gonska is visually much more impressive, resembling
a medium resolution Vista render, and managed an accept-
able 10fps or so. VoxelEngine is Jorg's latest update, a
total rewrite with even better graphics, a lovely cloud-
filled sky, fire button controlled height, and an fps counter
which informed me tha t it manages 11.47fies on the same
machine, 3.87 fps on an unexpended Al2 0 0  and 16fros on
the office '060.

Aminet Paths: VoxelAGA: GIFX/AGA/AgaVoxel_fix.tha
V_Engine2: GFX/AGAN JEngine2.1ha
VoxellEngine: GFX/AGANoxelEngine25.1ha

Premier Sixes
Footy manager  game
There is a  lot that is impressive about this title  where the
aim is to manage a premier league team in a six-a-side
competition. I t looks very good, with a front end which is
a little bit Champ Manager, and plays well, with a text
commentary which again follows the Champ Manager
lead of simple highlights, but manages to convey a better
idea of what is taking place. There is a wealth of player
stets to give you a sense of your players, and the tactics
section has enough depth to allow a lot of tweaking of
your style to counteract opposition tactics. Afte r  each
game, each player is rated for their performance out of
10, shots on target and assists are totalled and the com-
puter chooses a man of the match.

Sounds good? But all isn't rosy. You can't look at the
stets of other players, the highest scorer table only covers
your own team and so on. Not that such information is all
that important as you can't buy and sell players anyway.
There is a lot going for this game but to rate higher it
needs a transfer market for a sense of involvement.

Available from: Mr. Robbie Mapping, 1 Howler Cottage,
Winterweight
Road, Swindon,
&Yorks
564 8U%
Price: E2.50
including P+P,
elsewhere E l .
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Punter  v3 .2
Digital gee-gees
Punter's author, Steve Bye,
originally wrote  this program
for the Spectrum years ago,
and that breeding shows in
some of the crudest graph-
ics I have seen in a long
time. Which isn't to say
that I don't like the game.
There is a season full of
races, with loads of horses
for you to bet on. Three pun-
dits advise you, each in their
own style, from the boffin who O n
analyses form rationally to the TV pundit who confidently
informs you the first three places and is always wrong.
You can even buy your own horse. Up to four players can
play and it's the type of thing that'd give you hours of
amusement with a bunch of rowdy friends.

Availeubli t ru m
Fl licenseware, 31 Wellington Rd..
Exeter. Devon. EX2 9DILI. Tel: 01392 -

r r T r r T r I T l i i  1
- I

1 M M

493580. Price: E3.99 plus 75p P+P.

Scene Slides
Slideshow
Scene slides autoboots, plays music a t you, shows you a
title page of Raquel Welch and then drops into the
AmigaGuide front end. From there every picture is a
mouse click land possibly a disk change) away. There is
also the option of viewing each disk as a slideshow,
which is a nice timesaver for the lazy viewer who can't
be bothered to click buttons.

The artwork, all hand drawn, is what the
compiler considers the best of the Amiga
scene, hence the title. There is the odd
portrait of Einstein or Claudia Schiffer,
but the majority consists of barbarians,
dragons and big-breasted mermaids. Many
of the images are direct copies from big
name fantasy artist such as Boris Vallejo,
there are some very good original pieces
too. The only complaints I have is tha t
there are no credits - I 'm sure the artists
would have liked acknowledgement.

Avai l abl e f r om:
Freestyle PD., 108 Woodside Way, Short
Heath, VVillenhall, West Midlands WV12
5NG. Tel: 01922 710985.
Price E3.00 plus 50p P+P.
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O n f o r m a . 0
Business f o rms  ut il ity
Whilst orrice forms and invoicing can be easily produced with
more general purpose software such as spreadsheets or word
processors, there's no doubt that a dedicated utility can he a real
boon to a small business. Onterm is a convenience utility - it pro-
duces a wall laid out order form or invoice, handling financial
calculatimis automatically with more ease and simplicity than
using a less specialised utility. Simple database features come in
handy especially for a company which uses a range of suppliers
at has account customers.

The program is easy to use once you have it set up, but on ini-
tial usage, user preferences must be defined, which can be a bit
of a pain. There is ample documentation which can be read on-
line or used as an on-line help feature, but lin sante bizarre radi-
um the help screen can only be scrolled (at a snails pace) with
the cursor keys, which makes it nest to useless if you want to
reed something near the end of the test document. It is far faster
to exit the program and read the document through Workbench.

The in out Ind was clear and well designed, but a fault in the
p a g e formattingle ftthe

thousands digit off unit
prices, which effectively lim-
its you to products of
E999.99 or less each,
although the totals columns
did show the correct value I f
you can live with this, and
invoicing/ordering takes up a
lot of your time, this could
be a real time-saver.

Available from,
Paul la thwe l l  PE),
ri Sweetbrier
Clone, Gude-
bridge, Hemel
Hempstead, Hort%
HP1 1PA.
Or contact your
local P13 library.

A
[It

PD UTILITIES

t e
s

Ut i l i t ies  a re  t h o s e  essen t ia l  l i t t le  g a d g e t s  t h a t  m a k e
life m u c h  easier.  S a m e  g o e s  f o r  p u b l ic  d o ma i n .  H e r e
is a  s e le c t io n  o f  s o me  d a rn e d  u se f u l  l i t t le  i t e ms  t h a t
o n c e  y o u  t ry  o u t  yo u  w o n d e r  h o w  yo u  e v e r  g o t  b y
w i t h o u t  t h e m.  We l l  A n d r e w  Ko rn  t h i n k s  so  a n y w a y .

A r t  E f fex
Kid's p a in t  p a c k a g e

Graphics
packages On

the Amiga get
better and better

all the time, but not
easier to use
Photogenics and Art
Effect may be able to

handle ell soils of powerful image pi 00:Milting functions but
they aren't the best thing for your kids to learn on. Which is
where Art (Hex comes in There is an absolute lime minimum
of control features - no screemmode selection, even the palette
is uneditable and don't aspect %Nautical d r a w  modes. On
the other hand, II you're a six veer old the facility to stamp
down Images of smiling suns and clouds is far more impretani

There are actually many things wrong with this package -
the airbrush effect was so last it quickly Idled its boundaries
and produced patchy squares, the zoom function is father
badly implemented and so on, but there are also many
thongs right. The toolbar is simple, intuitive and brightly
coloured, amusing samples play when you drew (yes, you can
switch them off!) and the whole thing is designed to allow
simple, colourful images to be produced quickly and
without difficulty.

There is a hit too much falling between two stools here •  I
can't help thinking that some leatures are in for the sake of
looking like a paint package, such as the image processing
options which just draw a few lines oven your picture, and
add very little to the program, but overall this is the kind of
tun, trouble-free package you should be looking at if you
have kids whose artistic tendencies need encourauement

The demo version is slightly cut clown, the lull version has a
much larger range of stamps (built in brush images) and one or
two minor extras such as not being save disabled

Itat21:11:30111SEJ

Availnble I   A r r o w  PO, PO Box 7,
Dover, Kent c m  ilAp. Tel: 01304
032344. Price: 711p plus 7So P i P.
Full Version: f  3.90.

•



PD UTILITIES

Arr t igaDos G u i d e  v 2
M u l t i me d i a  gu ide
During the long and noble
history of the Amiga it has
been sold with any number
of bundles and packages,
and almost all of them have
lacked anything approach-
ing decent AmigaDOS doc-
umentation, which is a pity
because AmigaDOS is actu-
ally really quite easy to use
and extremely powerful
The AmigaDOS Guide is a
multimedia presentation of a broad reaching, if not extremely
detailed guide to AmigaDOS, it's commands, error messages,
and applications There is also coverage of some of the
Workbench applications such as the preference utilities and
multiview. It won't make you a world authority on AmigaDOS,
but it will cover the basic usages of the AmigaDOS commands.

The people who would get most out of this package are not
absolute beginners. It expects a reasonable familiarity with the
concepts of AmigaDOS, although if you are happy doing the
odd Dir, Copy and Delete, you know enough to start benefit-
ing. The entries on each command tell what it is for, but miss
out a little on the details on usage. For instance the coverage
of DiskDoctor advises against using it on FFS disks, which is
the standard line Advising against touching it with a monkey
on a ten foot pole would have been more useful advice.

Available from: Online PD, 1 The
Cloisters, Halsall Lane, Formby,
Liverpool L37 3PX. Tel: 01704 8
Price: 75p plus 75p P+P

.0 I NC

1 AmigaDOS
Commands

rirn
,
PlrET
POW1

1 6 1p

B i r t h d a t e  H F
-
t o r y  
V 2 . 2 4

Birthday d a t ab ase
This is one of those utili-
ties that have absolutely
no practical value but can
be of enormous use when
your dippy halfwit cousin
comes to visit and
demands to have a
demonstration of your
computer. You know that
trying to explain OctaMed
would be a nightmare and

cousin halfwit would find Worms offensive, so you load this up
and it will keep them amused for ages.

Birthdate History is written in Blitz basic. It has a simple but
effective interface, and looks good. Operation is ultra simple -  you
type in your name and date of birth, and off it goes, producing an
output to printer or screen which tells you all sorts of useless but
interesting information about when you were born, such as the
news stories of the period, the hit films and music of the time, the
sports results, famous people who share your birthday and so on.

The disk comes with a configuration file which allows you to
edit the data and add more records for the last few years of the
century which is a breeze to use and demonstrates how much bet-
ter blitz is at GUIs than Amos.

There is a shareware fee of E5 the author asks you send if you
find yourself still using the software after 30 days, which is fair
enough. After all, that's about how much you'd expect to pay for a
printout from something like this from your local tourist trap.

Avitglabil• pont.  Online PD, 1 The
Cloisters, Helsel! Lane, Formby,
Liverpool 137 3P,X, Tel: 01704 834
Price: 75p plus 75p P+P

CROOSE:

•

P - PORI Cu Politer
s P r int la Screen

EC - canoe!

OS 0,0
6
1
1
:
1
4
1
k

U FA
M u l t ime d ia  gu ide
UFA, not pronounced 'You Eff Eh' as you might expect but
rather 'Ooofah' as in 'Ooofah cryin' out loud, I cut meselfl" is a
two disk multimedia first aid guide from the slightly weird mind
of Mark Sweeney and it might just save your life. It is a well laid
out hyperbook presentation demonstrating what to do in cases
of epilepsy, sudden childbirth, drug overdoses, lacerations, even
bullet wounds and all complete with true to form first aid
book style cheesy illustrations. I can't honestly imagine that
anyone with a compound fracture is going to limp over to their
Amiga to find out what to do next but as an educational tool,
i ts  very good.

There is even a bonus disk with a nice point and click hyper.
book presentation of one of those "Choose Your Own Path"
books that were so popular before the Japanese invented Sega
and Nintendo, Wacky, and informative too.

Available from:
Simple Software,
15 Birchfields
Road, Longsight,
Manchester,
England M1 3  OXP
Price: £ 3  plus
75p P+P

L_Poz,ET-1
ut i is  an th o lo g y
Links PD have come up with an
Ingenious way of getting you to
pay for their catalogue disks -
they have shovelled it full of great
Aminet downloads 450k of
archives are stored on the disk
alongside GuiArc and a simple
PPGuide de-archiving front end to access them as well as a
PPGuide catalogue of all the disks they will sell you.

There are no docs directly accessible from the PPGuide front
end, so you have to guess from the titles what software you are
interested in. It would have been very little work for the disk com-
pilers to write a line or two about what each archive contained,
which would, for instance, save non German readers from bother-
ing de-archiving the tempting sounding Al200TowerFACI. There is
an emphasis on technical documents, with a couple of patches to
get hardware running properly when the Amiga doesn't quite
agree with it, a monitor driver which claims to allow flicker free hi-
res on 1084 monitors and a variety of files for the DIY-er such as an
Al200 Hardware FAO, a fix for the screen flicker on early Al200,
using a PC power supply etc.

On the software front, there are a few small but rather good
utility programmes too. DARC is a rather good file finder with built
in de-archiving, very useful if you always forget where you put yes-
terday's downloads. Diary PD is a plain but powerful diary pro-
gram, and Win95 is yet another taskbar utility, which is both the
least interesting and most useful I've come across.

I can see the compilers of L.PDSET-1 in my mind's eye, deciding
to make their catalogue disk more interesting by shovelling stuff
from Aminet onto it. Not that this matters too much when the 4
6
1
shovelware is all pretty good.

Available from: Links PD, 20  Sti
Court, Grantham, Lincs. 1e1:01
401481. Price: 75p plus -

81
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Typical isn't it  Nothing for a
month, then two come at once. In
true Aminet tradition, Aminet 15
presents 500Mb or so of data that
has arrived since Aminet 14,
reviewed in our January issue,
Aminet 16 has about another
600Mb of new material since
then. In case you are new to the
Aminet, it is grouped by subject
for easy access, the subjects cov-
ering things like biz/patch which is
filled with upgrade patches for
commercial and shareware soft-
ware, or GPX/3Dobj, where
objects for Imagine, and
LightWave can be found.

The bonus on Aminet15 is a
collection of MPeg files. MPeg
compression is a video compres-
sion system used on video CDs, a
hard process to make look good,
requiring continual adjustment to
get decent results. The unfortu-
nate consequence is that the
image quality in these MPegs is
very low, and what with Amiga
MPeg players all working through
software, you'd be lucky to get
anything close to smooth play-
back on an '060. On my '030
50MHz they run at about four
frames per second. On the plus

:
7
1
I
3
1
1
1
1
4
1
k

A n d r e w  K o rn  h a s  a l l  t h e  l a t e s t
CDs .  N o b o d y  b u t  n o b o d y  g e t s

t o s e e t h e m b e f o r e h i m .

front Aminet 15 has a good
games section, with two notables
being Wheels, a very fast 3D
Voxelspace racing game, and
Genetic Species, a brilliant Doom
clone which runs on that '030/50
at about as well as Doom on a
486. There is also Nanodum, a
256 colour fast Doom engine (no
game) which takes up only 4k -
totally useless, but fairly amusing.

On the utilities front. Amino 15
is well served, notable inclusions
being WhirlGif 2.0, the GIF anima-
tion maker, MUI 3.6, and the
excellent XTRACE which converts
bitmaps to vectors. Less obvious-
ly useful entries include the Of t
Atmos emulator and the Water-
cooled Amiga DIY project.
HighGFX is a new monitor driver,
which unlike the standard MonEd
hacks is a new screenmode•
claiming SVGA like resolutions of
1024 by 768, but it didn't work on
a 1438 monitor,

Aminet 16 seems to have done
well in the graphics department,
with a collection of Escheresque
drawings from Unreal, a Croatian
computer surrealist, and some
very strange animations from Pole
Maciej Wojciechowski and

friends. There is also a pixtEric
directory containing a couple of
comic strips and a colourful
Halloween pic of his latest furry
female creation, a skunk called
Sabrina and directory of (vile)
tileable textures.

The utilities directory contains
a collection of tools and utilities
fDr the Zip drive. Although Zip dri-
ves will 'plug and play' on an
Amiga, !omega haven't bothered
producing Amiga versions of the
various utilities they supply with
the drives. This small collection
gives you write protection, low
level formatting, Applcon disk
ejection, etc. There are also Mac
and PC format mountlists to allow
cross platform reading of Zips via
CrossMac and CrossDos.
Inclusion of the month award
goes to Amigaload, a superb hard-
ware/software hack which dis-
plays your computer's CPU load
on a moving coil (needle) meter
plugged into your joystick port.

On the Games front. Aminet 16
has some interesting demos.

Slipstream is a Wipeout type
game, Gravity Fight is one of the
best gravity wars games going
and Wendetta is a shoot 'em up
with glorious graphics. Particular
note has to go to Evil's Doom, no
yet another Doom clone, but an
AGA-only RPG which looks stun-
ning, and has some great cheesy
fantasy gibberish such as "..,
seas were of blood and books
were made with human skin..."

X-Philes will be kept occupied
by two issues of Dreamland, a
disk magazine - the truth is in
there, somewhere.

Available from: Weird
Science, 1 Rowlandson
Close, Leicester,
Leicestershire LE4 2SE.
Tel: 0116 234 0682
Price: E14.99 each plus El
P+P for 1, E1.50 for two
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Amiga Desktop Video
CD2 from Almathera
is presented as being
a complete desktop
video and multimedia
solution. The 'heart'
of the solution is
Scala 1.13, an old
pre-AGA version of
the package,
although it is still a perfectly use-
able titler, most users will want
to use the resources supplied on
this disc with their own more up-
to-date authoring packages.

What really makes up the
meat of the disc is the fonts,
graphics and backdrops. Discs
full of these things are ten a
penny, and to stand out in the
marketplace, any new disc really
has to have an edge, something
its rivals don't have. In the case

The Meeting Pearls collections
are kind of like an Aminet geek
special. Thousands of software
titles, sorted into Aminet-like
directories of subject matter, with
an Aminet-like front end. This CD
is aimed at the more technical
user though, and this is reflected
in the wider range of options pre-
sented to you when you click on
a file from the front end, allowing
you to view docs, run software,
copy the drawers, open a file
handler utility or add to a hotlist.
Alternatively there is a MUI-based
search engine and directory tree
utility. If the Meeting Pearls front
end scores highly over Aminet's
in the power and usefulness
stakes, the CD compilers seem
to have got far less to start up
from the front end than is typical
for an Aminet collection.

The techie nature of the disc
is apparent in the software selec-
tion too, with a large selection of
programmers utilities, including
the Amiga E programming lan-
guage, a version of Lisp and a
collection of source code for
chunky to planar routines.

of Amiga DPI CD2, this edge is
appropriateness. Scanning
through the 200 colourfonts,
150-1- adobe type 1 fonts and
200 odd backdrops, I got a real
sense that they had been select-
ed, where so often things are
just shovelled. The fonts all look
like they might be of use, and
specifically of use in a DP/ con-
text. The textures are all similarly
useful looking, some simple and
effective, some over the top and

A strong selection of utilities
includes some interesting and
obscure pieces of software, such
as a spectrogram analyser, which
takes sample data and converts it
into a 'voiceprint' which is, at
least in theory, as foolproof an
identification system as a finger-
print. Comms users are well
catered for, with a version of
pretty much every significant

insane, but no ran-
dom you'll-be-lucky-if-
you-ever-find-a
-use-for-them images
of the sort that are so
common in this sort
of disc. What's more.
an increasing rarity
you'll find a lot of tex-
tures here that aren't
on every other CD-
ROM in your collec-
tion. There is a small
selection of short ani-
mations, mostly
things like rotating
pens and coins which
again seem appropri-
ate to the purpose.
Several of these ani-

mations are also supplied in I F
frames, which make them far
more tAeable for purpose they
are intended, especially in then
instance of the VTR clock,

The presentation of the disc is
very straightforward. There are
no flashy front ends or elaborate
search routines. Instead the
compilers rely on that old faith-
ful, Workbench, with a few little
utilities scattered around to make
life easier. If, for instance, the

comrns software
release for the Amiga
of the last few years.
The music directories
contain a few intrigu-
ing items, such as an

editor for Yamaha DX7 voices,
and the disk utilities directory
contains a bunch of AFS tools,
including an AFS volume defrag-
mentation utility. For the REAL
techies, there is some HAM radio
software - ever wanted to send
your E-mail at really slow speeds
via the airwaves?

Getting a little less techie, the
graphics directories are a real

default textfile reader doesn't
suit you, no problem, Toolalias is
there, a commodity which inter-
cepts default tool calls to tools
you don't like and translates
them into tools you do. The tex-
tures are all indexed, and can be
viewed from Workbench with
either of the two viewers sup-
plied, as can the sample images
supplied with each colourfont.

You get the feeling that the
compilers of this CD cared about
what they were doing and really
put some thought into what peo-
ple would find useful. It shows in
the way they have named the
textures, people just don't invest
that much time coming up with
comedy titles in shovelware.

Available from: Almathera,
Southerton House,
Boundary Business Court,
92-94 Church Road,
Mitcham, Surrey CR4 3TD.
Tel: 0181 687  0040
Price E14.95 plus E2.25 P+1
3
.
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bonus. GFXLab24 is a
very powerful image
converter/processor.

AmiFig is a port
of the powerful Unix
structured drawing
package )(Fig.
The games directory
contains all the usual
suspects; nothing
much new, but some
old favourites such as
Shepherd, Space Taxi
and Zerberk, After all,

techies need to have fun too.
There isn't the breadth and depth
of an Aminet collection, but there
really are some pearls,

Available from: Weird
Science, 1 Rowlandson
Close, Leicester,
Leicestershire LE4 2SE.
Tel: 0116 234 0682
Price: E8.95 each plus
El P+P.

8 8  To
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F evered  t w i s t s  o f
t h e  i ma g i n a t i o n  a re
t ra n s l a t e d  in t o  a r t  o n
mil l ions o f  A mi g a s  o u t
t h e re  a n d  s e n t  in  f o r  t h e
w o r l d  t o  see.  H e re ' s  t h e
p ic k  o f  t h e  b u n c h .

Artist: Patrice Mille, Belgium
Amiga: Al200 SW: Imagine, Photogenics

Artist: The mysterious LH_ from Chester sent in this
picture. That's  all we know about it but it looks good.

Artist: Je ff McDermot, Stockton on Tees
Software: Imagine 3

Artist: Jonathan Scott, Norwich A m i g a :  Al 2 0 0
Software: Cinema 4D, DPaint IV



Above and t op l eft)  Ar t i st:  Angus  Lee,  I nver ness A m i g a :  A l 2 0 0 ,  1 2 6 0  Bl i zzard
Softwar e: I magi ne  3,  DP a i nt  IV, I mageFX  1 . 5

....

Ar ti st: Da v i d Jor ge,  Por tugal
Softwar e:  Li ght Wave _ . . )

A m i
g a :
A l 2
0 0

A  73
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SAdENESS Software, 13 Russell Terrace, Mudesley, Norfolk, NR11 8LJ
Tel/Fax: (01263) 72.2169 or Mobile Number 0370 766679

Email: rich@sadeness.demon.muk intp://www.sadeness.demon.to.uki
Opening times: 9.30am -  8.00pm (Mon-Fri), 9.30am -  1.00pm Sat)

NEW STOCK
Adult Sensation 1,2 or 3D £17.99 Insight Technology - £17.99
Adult Sensation 4 (Adult Animations) Into The Net (2CD) £17.99
£ 2 7 . 9 9 Geek Gadgets (NEW) £17.99

AGA Experience Vol 2 E12.99 Learning Curve £17.99
Amiga Desktop Video 2 (New) .L11.99 LightRom Gold £17.99
Amiga Developer v1.1   £ 1 3 . 9 9 LightRom 4 £27.99
Aminet 12, I I ,  14, 15, 16 or 17 . 01. 49 Magic Publisher £44.99
Aminet Subscriptions Available (10.99 Meeting Pearls 4 19,99
Aminet Box Set I   £ 1 9 . 9 9 Mods Anthology £17.99
Aminet Box Set 2 . . . . . .  - ..... £27.99 Multimedia Backdrops £17.99
Aminet Box Set 3 132.99 Multimedia Experience £17.99
Card Games £13.99 Official Octamed 6 CD £19.99
Dem Rom £14.99 Oh Yes More Worms. £4.99
Draw Studio (floppy) £59.95 Sci-Fi Sensation £17.99
Draw Studio (CD) £74.95 Sound FX Sensation . . - £13.99
Epic Encyclopedia £27.99 Sounds Terrific 2 £17.99
Euro CD Vol I (NEW) £11.99 Speccy 9 115.99
Horror Sensation £17.99 Special Effects Vol I £17.99
Imagine P030 £17.99 System Booster £17.99
Insight Dinosaurs £17.99 Utilities Experience Vol I £8.99

Please add LI p&p to all orders
Make cheques/postal orders payable to SAdENESS Software
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CD-X (Working Tilde Onlyl. is an all new Interactive Multimedia Encyclopedia of the
Paranormal. Displayed in superb HTML documents which covers many topics, including:
Aliens and UFOs - This CD will be one of the best resources for anybody even remotely
interested in Alien Life forms. Unidentified Flying Objects. Alien abduction cases and Close
Encounters etc. With hundreds of informative and interesting text files, a comprehensive
UFO image gallery some of the very best Web Sites, masses of quality animations and sound
samples and more, this is a real multimedia experience.
Government Coverups and Conspiracies - Did you ever think that there were things that
your government wasn't telling you Wel l ,  there is! Some of the most top-secret
documents, pictures and files are here for you to see. Majic 12 UFO group documents.
'authentic' military UFO photos, and much more -  like some of the most interesting
theories on the PK assassination.
Murderers and Serial Killers - We have collected information about some of history's most
evil people - from Adolf Hider to lack the Ripper. Read all about their most unbelievable
and gruesome crimes...
The LATEST EBE reports! Including detailed SETI information. Also, the very latest updates
on the amazing news of fossilised Life signs found on a meteorite from Mars by NASA!
Science-Fiction Art. On this CD. there are details about the World's greatest Science-
Fictional artists! For example, we have created a special exclusive RR_ Giger (well known
for his work on Alien) gallery!

And loads more such as disasters, witchcraft, voodoo, cult, crop circles, assassinations,
space, timer travel, bigfoot. worm holes etc. etc.
SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS: Any AGA Amiga. 4meg (GFX Card recommended but

not needed). Apple Mac or PC. Web browsers included for all formats!
We have an On-Line Usable Preview on our Web Site at

httpliwww.sadeness.demon.co,ukix.html
CD-X is retailed at 1.29.95 but we are offering a Pre-Order price of 124.95

•

4 4 0

,

OUT NOW £29.95
SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS: Any AGA Amiga, 2meg, Hardrive only

• SW

Women of the Web is an all new CDRom which is compatible with an,
AGA Amiga, PC or Apple Mac. It's an Interactive Multimedia Encycloped

of over 450 meg of Images. text related info, MPEGS. WAY and MO\
files for over 250 female celebrities.

Women of the WEB is displayed in superb HTML documents which or
be viewed using any WEB browser, ie AWEB. 'browse, Voyager.

Netscape etc. Web browsers are included for all formats ready to rur
(Amiga Users will get an all new Exclusive demo of AWEB version 2.
,
Here are just a few c'elebrities featured on WOTW: Cindy Crawfcwe

Gena Lee Nolin, Pamela Anderson, Teri Hatcher, Jennifer
Aniston, Sandra Bullock, Courtney Cox, Helena Christensen

Yasmine Bleeth and many many more!

We have an On-Line Usable Previews on our keb Site at:

http://www.sadeness.demon.co.uldworw.html

OUT NOW 124.95
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7 6  I m a g i n e  4 -0
Its the Forms editor under the spotlight this month, a valuable tool
for modellers. Plus on page 79 there's a chance to get the manual.

8 2  O c t a M E D  Soundstudio
More musical musings and tricks of the trade are at your disposal
with our guide to this wonderful music package_

8 4  W i r e d  Wor ld

T h o s e  o f  yo u  o n  a  q u e s t  f o r
k n o w l e d g e  sh o u ld  g o  n o  f u rt h e r.
W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  s e c t io n  o f  t h e
ma g a z i n e  t h a t  d o e s  i t s  b e s t  t o  v e rs e
yo u  in  a l l  t h in g s  A mi g a .

Sssssh, you never know who may be listening or reading your Emails
for that matter. You want privacy? Here's how to get it.

8 6  N e t  God
Never one to sit on the fence, NetGod shares his views and lets us
know what's going on in the Internet.

8 8  S u r f  o f  the  M o n t h
Once again, we send someone off on a surfing holiday around the net
and then wait to see what they come back with.

9 4 Masterc lass
Yes it's time to break into the Amiga's shell and find out what inside.
Is it a softy centre or hard boiled?

9 7  F A Q
What's the point of it all? Should I throw my Amiga onto the
scrapheap with the rest? These questions and others answered.

9 8  O l t A
Our resident Amiga experts are here to help you with any Amiga-
related problem that you may have.

Imagine 4 V p /6

atiatiltD ;uumdmholivo F82

Mavenlass pH

C/3 102  B a c k c h a t
Our guide to where you can get Amiga products is really taking off. Turn to page 103 for the
new revamped list I f you don t see your local shop there send its details in to us

1 0 4  P o i n t s  of  V i e w
The team huddle together for some warmth and then go off into their separate corners of
the office to come up with their latest point of view.
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Forms Editor as it is designed to create
objects from cross-sections _ There is
total control over symmetry, so objects
as diverse as wine glasses, boat hulls,

human bodies and stone pillars are easier to
create than in the Detail Editor.

The Forms Editor, however, is not designed
to be used instead of the Detail Editor, but
along side it. The Forms Editor doesn't provide
the same degree of control over the appear-
ance of objects (colour, textures and so on) con-
centrating purely on creating them. It's
therefore common practice to create an object
in the Forms Editor, and then import it into the
Detail Editor for finishing off_ However, although
it's possible to import an object created in the
Forms Editor into the Detail Editor, the reverse
is not possible. So keep a separate copy of any
objects created in the Forms Editor, even calling
them a different name to disassociate them_

The Forms Editor can appear rather compli-
cated, mostly because there are three ways of
using it: these are determined by the use of
either 'Formers' or 'Spaces'. I can guarantee you
though that it you work your way through this
tutorial you'll soon be totally at home.
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Spacer  objects
We'll start by creating some
objects which do not vary along
their length. Imagine you have cut a
particularly shaped hole in a piece
of plastic and then squeezed some
modelling clay through it. You'll end
up with a tube of clay which has
your shape all long its length. As an
example, here's how to make a
stone pillar. We'll define the object
in the Forms Editor, and then load it
into the Detail Editor, apply a tex-
ture and render it.
1. Go to the Forms Editor, and
select 'New' from the Object
menu. You'll see this requester
appear. Copy the settings from this
one into your own requester. It will create a
long cylinder, closed at both ends and use
symmetry options to make editing easier_
2- When you click on OK, you'll see an image
like this I t  looks like a tube with two pointy
ends. It's the points in the top left window
which we are interested in now though.
3- Click and drag the points shown in the top
left window. You won't need to
select move or anything: unlike the 6
Detail Editor, the default action is to
move the points. You won't need to
move them all as the symmetry
option will make it easy.
4_ To remove the points, click and
move the two points at the end of
the line in the bottom left window,
and drag them to the same level as
their neighbours. You won't be able
to move them left or right, only up
and down.
5. Now save the object, and load it
into the Detail Editor. There you can

stretch it. and apply a suitable texture, such as
concrete. Remember to save the object from
the Detail Editor under a different name, as
only objects saved from the Forms Editor can
be loaded back into the Forms Editor.
6- A stone pillar, created in the Forms Editor,
tweaked in the detail editor and rendered in
the project editor.
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One florrner objects
One former objects are those which have a
shape which you could make on a lathe, like a
chair leg or a Pawn chess piece. The big dif-
ference to the first object we defined is that
there is more than one cross-section used to
define the outline. However the cross-sec-
tions are symmetrical in all directions. Let's
use this technique to create a wine glass.
1- Go to the Forms Editor, and create a New
object like before. This time select the follow-
ing settings. We'll start by creating a wine
glass object, which is sealed at one end only
(or else you couldn't fill it!).
2. The new object looks like a sphere.
However, think of the bottom left display
points as describing the size of the
cross-sections. The share of all the cross
sections is defined by the points in the top
left display.
3. Now drag the points in the bottom left dis-
play to form the outline of a wine glass_ Keep
the top left points the way they are to keep

the glass circular, at least for the
time being. You can drag the
points up and down to make your
glass taller or shorter, but move
them in pairs.
4. Load the object into the Detail
Editor, and use the Attributes setting to
make it transparent. You can also set the
specularity and hardness along with the

1

2

refractive index to make a nice glass effect.
5. Finally, we have a wine glass, created in
the Forms Editor.

S e  t ho S c  T i  a k t l i e  P i  O n  I t  L a c  X  Z  Sago
t  a r a  s t r i p  M i l d  S h o n a

I
.

l O b f t

O b j  N e n e
R o d  M i n i  M i M i l l . 1 1 1 . M

G r e e n  M I M I
B i n e

%Pa tna .

C a  I a n
O n t t e c tloanamni
O P e c u t a r

R e f , . Foe L o o se n

= = 1

P h o n e i e h t

O t i k e t t b e t e e  R

H e r - d o s e s
K K K K K  n e s e
G h t n t n e s s
S c i e h t n e s s .

N e m
I n f o
P u p

D r- u p
D i s e b t e

P e t o e i t y

L o a d  S a w e

t e e
O b j e c t :

S p b a r r
K I A C M a r P :
D e f e a t *

R t i c t i n e :
b e t o e t t

S i z e :
4 0 0 m 4 0 0

F e n n t  T o p

•

S t e l l a  O b i

l e m t m e e * . e l l e u * b e e
• C r ee l l )
-

B o u n d i n g  R o m  a U t C k  L 4 1 P O S

C a o c e t

C o o e d * 1 1  Z O  fl a w  M S
-

4

r•oiamod audool a  a  a



0  o f  P o i n t s
0  of Slices

- -
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
.
P
-
M
r

11•11111M

X - Y  C r o s s  s e c t i o n
W Y - Z  C r o s s  s e c t i o n

C r o s s  S e c t i o n
H o n e  Z  a x i s

Ok

Two
One
One
Se a
S e a

S y m m e t r y
Y A x i s

F o r m e r  v i e w s
F o r m e r  v i e w
S p a c e r  v i e w

t R i g h t  E n d
t L e f t  E n d
( F i x e d )

B o t h  A x e s
C a n c e l

Tw o  former  objects
This last class of object is the most tricky to
work with, because it allows a great deal
more freedom. Rather than having only one
profile (normally shown in the bottom left
window) there are two profiles. This makes it
easy to get totally confused. It does allow
you to created much more complicated mod-
els though, as we ll see. For example.
well make an object which could become
the body of an aeroplane, with a little more
work. Notice how this time the object is

being worked on horizontally!
1. Go to the Forms Editor, and create a new
object. Copy these settings, and make sure
you have checked the ”Y-Z Cross Section"
option. This changes some symmetry set-
tings, but we'll turn them off to start with
2. Again, the starting point is a sphere.
Note however that all four views are active,
and that the shape of the cross sections is
define not in the top window, but in the
bottom right.
3. The first thing to do is to flatten the cross-
sectional shapes. This will give our 'plane a
flat base, and it will also help you to see
what exactly is going on with the object.
Alter the points in both the left and right bot-
tom views, like this.
4. Now you can define the length of the
object in the upper view. Drag out the
points to form the points at which the cross
sections are define along the length of the
'plane body. Do this in the top left and
bottom left windows.
5. The final fuselage is a little odd looking
'well, mine is!) but with the addition of some
wings (added in the Detail Editor) it doesn't

Perfect  symmetry
Whether you use Former or Spacer objects,
you'll come across different cross-section
symmetry options. as shown here, highlight-
ed in the New Object requester

•  o f  P o i n t s
•  o f  S i l v i a  M O M =

x  -V  C r e s s  s e c t i o n
Y - Z  C r e s s  s e c t i o n

C r o s s  S e c t i o n
• He b i l r •  Z  M I K  k •

TWO F e r r i e r  v i e w s
O ne  F o r m e r  v i e w
On e  S e a t e r  v i e w
S o o l  • t e h (
Se a l  L e t t

S y n n e t r e  M e t e d )
Y S o 4 o  S e t o

E n d
E n d

RICO .

see what difference the settings
make, drag the points which make up a
cross-section in the top-left window. Here's
what you'll see depending on which option
is selected.

•  Nene - "Phis yew soloed
rids eptiee, every soil you
move wdi mod lodepeoleolly,

•  X - Objects mirrored
emend tbe X axis will
elso Nave when yen deem X.

•  Y  N o d s  MITOtell•
B o t h  
-  
1 1 1 1 1 r
e f

snood die V die will mitt m o o e d  bed axis will movit
Asa you solocl s e r p r i s i o g i o r r  smolt
Note that the 'Y' in the above examples will
only be an 'X' if the 'X-Y Cross Section' is
selected. This is the default, and is
designed for vertical objects like bottles and
pillars. If the "Y-Z Cross Section" is selected.
the 'X' will change to a "Z'. This mode is
mostly used for horizontal objects such as
boat hulls or aeroplanes.

look too bad. Using the Forms Editor has
produced a very smooth object, which would
have taken a great deal longer if constructed
solely in the Detail Editor.
8. This rather frightening jet plane prototype
was built in the Forms Editor.
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Imagine 411anua1
A w e s o m e  re n d e rs  a n d  a n i ma t i o n s  a r e  e a s y  t o  k n o c k  u p
w i t h  I ma g i n e  4 . 0  w h e n  y o u  k n o w  h o w .  G e t  t h e  b e s t
f r o m  t h is  a ma z i n g l y  p o w e rf u l  p a c k a g e  b y  o rd e rin g  t h e
o ffi cia l  ma n u a l  f r o m  i t s  c re a t o rs  Imp u ls e .  N o  m o r e  fi sh-
ing a ro u n d  o n e  me n u  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  in  s e a rc h  o f  t h a t  e lu -
sive f e a t u re  a n d  g o o d b y e  t o  s c ra t c h i n g  y o u r h e a d  a s
you  t ry  t o  fi g u re  o u t  w h a t  ' t h a t '  b u t t o n  d o e s

Offer

Once you have the manual to refer to you'll
be able to make the most of this wonderful
3D rendering package.

This offer is being handled directly by
Impulse Inc at their USA headquarters. For
further information you can contact Impulse
by phone, fax, mail or Email at the following:

Impulse Inc, 8416 Xerxes Avenue
North, Brooklyn Park, MN.  55444, USA

Tel: (001) 612 425 0701
Fax: (001)-612-425-0557
Email: salesgcoolfun.com

1
IJ Please send me one Imagine 4.0 manual.

I enclose a chequelmoney order lor
plus E3 steding post and packaging

I Name
1  Address  1

............. . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  I

I Country

I Send this coupon with payment to Imagine 4.0 1
PAanual 011et Impulse Inc, 8416 Xerxes
Avenue North, Brooklyn Park. MN. 55444. USA.J X
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or 120411-1a with 2001411z pivot-dowse, and 1140 Mitt
multi-pnwevair srarnis 21 the lop of the range,

Aivleis (he Only mainstream computer company

114: l o o m  the older (1St- trompkx trelmtleon set
who has beim able to nuke the transition
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RISC (reduced irentation set computing) processm
tetimokigy - whilst still retaining full luckward
commit-idly with previous software.
Reim-miler Pt Penni irn Pro 6010X0 air merely asci.

Over I $11 name software packages I wrinen
specially ftw PowerPC Macs) have been
shipped since Power Macintoshes weir
Launched in 1994 plus there are thousands
cit e I l l i n g p i u r a r n s  1 i . d i  c a rt  a l so  h e  ce e d :

Induran standard pms,mints such as Wad
Pagegream Word Perfect Page Ficktaker Pm.
EXCH. Quark Xpress. Photashop and marn
thers have all been develoced for the Mac:

• lfilarAniush still dominates the creative
wodd with an Paltwi, market strafe in
colour puhlething.

• 6941, of post-production video edituur is on Macs.
• Macintosh is the most widely used siNtern for the

etrabon ol Internet web pages
• kkea maganne, tprobabh the one you're reading

right now I are created on totattroush.

One day we may see the rebirth of the Amiga with a PowerPC
processor and other new features to enable it to compete again
with today's systems. Sadly though, more than two years since
Commodore's demise, very little of substance has happened.
We've seen prototypes and promises, but that's about it...

Perhaps some can wait for the final outcome, but if you need
more performance, without paying the earth - and you need it
today - there's one real alternative to consider now__

• Why Macintosh?•
The Internet & Communication

• All Macs air hom e ready: many include c
o
i l

a bi,ntallips modem with full sendreceive l o o s
fax and answerphone management facilities 1
1 1 1
0
'

•  Industry standard web browsers Netscape

I n  • al l  kasiga tot arid Ithercisoft Internet Explorer.
were developed for dr  Mac. Buth give full accessIOW
to all Web stes with new illiernri page layout
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• I lw internii's standard format tot video files_ called
Quicklime tor Q ua i l
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with even Mac

Connectivity & Expandability:
• All Macintoshes have networking built in as gandard

to connecting SyNICntc together and adding shared
printers etc_ couldn't be easier:

• All Macintoshes have an external SCSI connector as
standard it-wept Duos) - adthrie exlenlal &yes.
canridgc drives. SCZOIVIIS etc. math is Plug-and-Play.

• Low-tog digital cartioras C2I1 he plugged into
the Mac lot irtaant real image input

• inexpensive industry standard Pa cards can
he used in all Mac systems Mon the 5400 upwards.

Education & Edutainment:
• M a m  q cu ii St a ir t iu sh  t i iks an ' w ide ly avallahk

liiiding Kindemley oiler wiped) tole, like The Uhintne
Human Body and History of the I i 1d whale MIKTOS011

publish Fricarta. Cinenunia and Dirirraurs.
I •  litulusc Maeirepat is the preferred sygern

within many educational c
,
: z a b h s l i m e n t i ,
high giality software is assured

Only Apple can offer you both desktop and portable computers
that truly match the ease of use the Amiga brought to your desktop.
Affordable Apple Macintosh systems have PowerPC RISC processors
with thousands of off-the-shelf programs available in areas where
the Amiga was previously so strong

And, if you need to have the most compatible of all computers.
Macintosh is currently the only system that can mn MacOS, DOS
and Windows applications via optional DOS Cards or SoftWindows.

• Apple is the Worlds No. I  Molumedo _
PC vendor.

•  All desktop Macs have a lag CD-ROM drive
as SEatillafil (portables get internal CD soon ton):

• In 1995. 42 of the top SO selling C D
-
R O M  t i d e s

worldwide were deseloped on the Macintosh.
• Mani' litacimoshes have built-in TV with teletext

so TV dips can be recorded directly to disk as
Quicklime ironies.

• Many Matinitrdies have builim video
in and out for direct recording to VCRs

• Some Macintoshes have internal digital
video editing facilities as standard
(them can he upgraded to include
this facility with ease

Multimedia:

• • •  -
totniTift Recreaton & Games

• Top games tile •The I lbritlitt Doom,
!gra.. Rehel Assault IL lkark Foroms

Descent_ Alterhie. lost Eckm. Legend
ofKyrancha Full Throule and The Dig

has al l  been ck-vekwied for Macintosh.

Output & Presentation:
•  Connecting and using colour printers (from

Lpmzi, HP Apple and others) to KICS IS SO
easy and the results are truly outstanding.

• Many software packages are available
offering image manipulation and
avert) photo (amity output

•

mko )fu r IRotr
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OctaMED SoundStudio
He llo  a n d  w e l c o m e  t o  t h e  fi rs t  in  t h e
series  o n  t h i s  m o n t h ' s  w o n d e r f u l
So u n d St u d i o  c o v e r  d i s k ,  t h e  u l t i ma t e
A mi g a  m u s i c  p a c k a g e .
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we'll be ramping up very quickly to
an advanced guide to this unri-
valled music program. You'll find a
few other SoundStudio related art-

cies throughout this issue of CU Amiga
Magazine: page six for loading instructions,
page eight for a quick introduction and page 20
to get an idea of its many different powerful
features. If you've never used a tracker before,
see the panel opposite which explains the basic
idea of how the tracker section works.

For now we'll take a look at each of the
pull-down menus to see what they do. Next
month we'll begin a tour of each of the main
sections of SoundStudio.

Project menu
This is mostly concerned with input and out-
put. New: clear the current song. Open: load a
new song. Play after loading: option to auto-
matically play a song on loading. Save: save
the song to disk. Save timer: set the delay of
the automatic save timer. Delete files: remove
files from a disk. Print: print out the song data
(or send to a text file). Command Shell: open
SoundStudio's ARexx command interface.

Project Dis lay song
New...
open...

Play After Loading
Saue...
Saue Timer...
Delete Files... 1 3
Print... A  P
Command Shell...
Allexx Script...
ArnigaDOS Shell...
Last Message
Online Help...
About...

Audio Channels
Quit OctaMED...

Help

calQ

ARexx Script: select an ARexx script to be
executed. AmigaDOS Shell: open a normal
AmigaDOS Shell on the SoundStudio screen.
Last Message: display the last message
output by SoundStudio. Online Help: call up
the on-line help document. About: find out
about this particular version of SoundStudio.
Audio channels: turns the Amiga audio
channels on or off, handy for use with other
audio software. Quit OctaMED: close down
the program.

Display menu 1
All the selections from this menu call up spe-
cific control panels. If you accidentally close or
lose any of the main control panels you can
always open them again from this menu. The
menu speaks for itself really, each selection
opening the corresponding editor.

Song menu
Select: select which song you are currently
working on (SoundStudio can have more than
one song resident in memory at a time). Add
New: add a new song to those currently in
memory. Delete Last: get rid of the last song.
Playing Sequence: open the playing sequence
window in which blocks are stuck together to
make a song Section List: brings up the
Section List. Set Options: a number of overall
song options can be set from here, including
the number of channels/mixing mode and also
the song's name (not the same as its file-
name). Set Volumes: offers a bank of sliders
controlling the volume of each track. Set
Annotation: extra notes can be tagged onto
the song here to be displayed when loaded.

Tracker Editor...
NOtatiOrl Editor...
Main control...
information window...
Tempo Window...
Synth Editor...
Sample Editor...
Sample List Editor...
MIDI Message Editor...
Input Map Editor...
,
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M E M  song Block Tra

ack instr  E d i t  MIDI Setlin
instrument List...
Type...
Set Properties...
Load InStrUrnentaL. i a  I
Load from List...
Saue instrument
Flush Current
Flush All Unused

Automatic Flush
Add Path
Remoue Path
Halue Loaded Samples
Load samples to Fast Mem

Moue Samples to Fast mem
Moue Samples to Chi Hem
Block menu
These options deal with processes that affect
the whole of the current block. New: create a
new block. Delete: delete the current or last
block. Set Properties: set the number of tracks
in the current block along with other attributes
Block List: display a list of all blocks, useful fof
finding specific blocks. Highlight: alternating
lines of the block can be highlighted to make
editing easier and the gaps between the high-
lights can be set to any number. Cut. Copy,
Paste: cut, copy or paste the current block.
Swap w/buffer: switch current block with the
one in the buffer. All Cmd Pages: work on all
command pages (see the docs for details of
command pages, a great feature we'll cover in
a later issue). Insert Line: add a line to the
block from the current cursor position. Delete
Line: delete the line at the cursor position.
Expand/Shrink: expand or shrink the block by
two or a specified amount. Split at Cursor:
split the block into two. Join With Next: tack
the block onto the front of the next one.

Tr a c k  menu
This is a quick and simple little menu that
holds the cut, copy, paste and delete controls
that affect the track occupied by the cursor

Instrument menu
From here you can access all the controls that
deal with instruments. Not just samples, but
MIDI instruments, external samples and synth
sounds. Instrument List: a quick way to select
any currently loaded instrument. Type: set the
type of the current instrument. Set Properties.
change properties of an instrument such as
loop settings, fine tune and transpose values,
plus MIDI settings for MIDI instruments. Load
Instruments: load an instrument from disk.
Load from List: load an instrument from the
sample list selector. Save Instruments: Save



an instrument to disk. Flush Current: remove
instrument from the song and memory. Flush
all unused: remove all instruments from mem-
ory that are not used in the song. Automatic
flush: determines whether you're asked before
unused instruments are flushed when New is
selected. Add Path: includes the path of
loaded instruments in their name. Remove
Path: removes paths from instrument names.
Halve Loaded Samples: option to reduce sam-
ples to half volume automatically on loading,
useful for the old style 8-channel mode, not
much use otherwise though. Move Samples
to Fast/Chip Mem: samples can be switched
to Fast RAM when in Mixing mode, allowing
for much larger samples. Samples for a song
cannot be shared between Chip and Fast
memory, hence the option to move them all.

InsTr Ed i t  MIDI setting
Mouse Options... . . . i a  w
Keyboard Options... -
,
4 1 -  K
Programmable Keys... - g t  Y
Keyboard Shortcuts...............................................
Mixing Settings...
FastMemPlay...
Rura Sampler...
Equalizers
Miscellaneous...
Screen

RuTo-Freeze Screen
Palette...
Font...
Windows
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Load Settings...
Saue Settings
Saue Settings Rs...ti

Edit menu
Most of the editing functions not contained in
the Block or Track menus can be found here.
Cut/Copy/Paste Range: performs these func-
tions on a selected area (rangel of the current
block (drag out an area with the left mouse
button to define a range). Paste to Selected
Tracks: pastes the range copy buffer onto the
selected tracks (jumping any unselected tracks
- use the number buttons above tracks to turn
them on or off). Erase Range: clear the select-
ed range. All Cmd Pages: apply changes to all
command pages, or not if it's turned off.
Discard Copy Buffers: flush the copy buffers.
Transpose: calls up a comprehensive trans-
pose control panel for shifting blocks of notes
up or down in pitch. Replace Notes: a kind of
search and replace function. Range Current
Track: set the range to the current track.
Range Current Block: set the range to the
whole block. Re-mark Range: moves the cur-
sor to the start of the range. Spread Notes:
spreads the notes in the range across consec-
utive tracks to the right of the range_ Pitch
Slide: creates a pitch slide between the cur-
rent note and the next in the track. Volume
Slide: inserts volume changes to ramp from
the current instruments volume to that of the
next. Generic Slide: generates a transition
between any two command values in the
track. Note Echo: turn this on to generate
echo effects automatically with repeated
notes inserted at lower volumes in the track.

M I D I  menu
Of course this is where most of the MIDI set-
tings are made, except for individual MIDI
channel and preset settings for each instru-
ment (which are set from the Instrument
Properties section). MIDI instruments can be
mixed in the same songs with samples. MIDI
Active: turns on MIDI mode. Input Active:
turns on the MIDI input. Slave Mode Active:
turns on a new mode in which one Amiga run-
ning SoundStudio is controlled like a MIDI
module from another MIDI instrument (which
could be another Amiga running SoundStudio
or any other software). Input Channel: selects
the channel on which MIDI input will be read
(not for MIDI Slave mode). Ext Sync: turns on
an alternative remote control mode in which
another Amiga running SoundStudio or
OctaMED can start and stop the song on this
Amiga. Send Sync: sets up this Amiga to act

TUTORIAL

as the master in such a situation. Send Active
Sensing: sends out periodical messages say-
ing "I'm here and listening" to any connected
MIDI devices. Read Key Ups: a 'note off' com-
mand will be inserted when you release a key
on a MIDI instrument during recording leis°
works with the Amiga keyboard). Read
Volume: reads and records initial velocity data
as volume data from touch-sensitive key-
boards. Immediate Preset Change: sends a
preset change MIDI message immediately if a
MIDI preset is changed in the Instrument
Properties section, otherwise a preset change
message is sent when that instrument is next
played. Reset Pitch/Presets: sends out reset
messages for all pitch bender, modulation
wheel and preset values. Send MIDI Reset:
sends out a MIDI reset message. Send Local
Control: sends Out a Local Control On/Off
message. Note Killing: selects one of two
kinds of methods for turning notes off. SMF
Load Options: calls up the window dealing
with loading Standard MIDI Files. Controller
Commands: set options for MIDI controllers.

Settings menu
Various preferences and settings are accessed
here. Mouse Options: allows you to change
the functions of the mouse buttons. Keyboard
Options: various keyboard configuration
options. Programmable Keys: set up functions
for the programmable keys. Keyboard
Shortcuts: these can be re-defined and added
to. Mixing Settings: calls up the all-important
mixing settings for your chosen output device.
Aura Sampler: specific options for use with
Aura. Equalisers: choose from a couple of
'equaliser' type displays. Miscellaneous: a
bundle of settings that don't fit anywhere else.
Screen: change to any available screenmode

of your choice. Auto-Freeze Screen: switches
on automatic screen freezing. Palette: cus-
tomise the screen palette to your taste. Font:
select new fonts, useful if you've changed
screen modes. Windows: snapshot tools for
the windows_ Load/Save settings: store or
recall all the settings via the default settings
file or create any number or alternative
settings files. •
Tony Horgan

The tracker
Listen up! Trackers are much simpler and easier to use than you think. It looks like a bunch
of alpha-numeric garbage but when you know what you're seeing it makes sense. In
SoundStudio, a song is made up of a series of blocks These blocks are put into order with
the Playing Sequence section and can be in any order you like, the same blocks repeated as
often and where ever seems appropriate Blocks are made up of anything from 1 to 64
tracks. A track is displayed as a vertical column in the block and consists of three main
parts. The first specifies the note, such as 0 4
-
5 ,  w h i c h  i s  D  
S h a r p  
o n  
o c t a v e  
n u m b e r  
fi v e .

Next to this on the right is a number or letter which signifies which instrument is being
played. Finally there are four digits which hold information for the command parameters.
These are for adding effects to the sound as it •
cate the type of effect command, while the r
(eg how much of the effect is
used on the instrument).

When you play a block or
.song, the sequence scrolls u

screen. When some instrum
data passes through the centre
line it's played by the computer. •
A handy shortcut for moving
from one block to the next is
use the Shift key with the U ,
and Down cursor keys.

If you need to know more
about the fundamentals of track-
ers and Amiga audio in general,
dig out Dr Horgan's Complete
Guide to Amiga Music and
the free book given away with -
the May 1996 issue of CU Amiga
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known, is that Email is sent as raw
uncompressed text around the world
And any service provider from your
own to any other system between

yourself and the destination can read that
Email. Whether this bothers you or the
chances of this being likely could be the topic
of a separate feature but right now we'll
concern ourselves with a way around it. PGP
{Pretty Good Privacy), a universal cross-plat-
form 'public key encryption system, is one
solution. What does this all mean? Well it's
time to find out.

A l  jumbled up
The most basic form of cryptography is to
take some data and scramble it in a particular
way so  that it is essentially meaningless. If
the exact operation is known, the scrambled
data can be unscrambled and the original
material regained. This isn't much good
unless the only people who have the encryp-
tor are the people exchanging data. Public
Key systems are much mo re  complex beasts
where the theory is that you must have a
'key' from one party to encode data for them.
The key itself isn't important and can be sent
out via unsecure means.

To decode a PGPed message, you will
need two keys: the public key for which the
data was encrypted and the secret key which
belongs to the public key. The secret key is
never sent anywhere, residing on the hard
drive only. And for the last level of protection
in case the local computer is compromised, a
pass-phrase must be used as well. It may
sound complex but when it 's working all
you need is to exchange Emails with tiny
uuencode-like public keys so mail can be
sent encrypted.

Complex commands
PGP is a CLI executable with some rather
complex commands to perform various , - 0 • "
functions. The first step of installation is to
extract the PGP archive to somewhere onto ' -
your hard drive. We are working with the
AmigaPGP 2.6.3i distribution which can be
found on Demon's FTP site at
ftp.demon.coulci .d3/amiga/util/crypti
PGPAmiga_2.6.3is_lha. If you have the CD
issue, you can find a drawer called PGP in the
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Prettylood Privacy 2.46 -  Public-key encryption for the masses.,
(c) 1998-1993 Philip linsmann, Phil's Pretty Good Softvare. O t t 94
Amiga  68820 Version by Pe lor Simons (simonsipeti.GUM.de)Date: 1997/11/13 12:511 6111
Met your RSA kersize:

1) 3 8 4  bits- Casual grade. fast but less secure
2) 5 1 2  bits- Commercial grade, medium speed, good security
3) 1 8 2 4  bits- Military grade, very slow, highest security

Nate that NIT PP 2.4.1 only handles keys of 584 bits or larger.
Choose 1, 2. or 3, or enter desired number of bits: Z
Emigrating as NSA key with
. a  5 1 2 - k i t  
m o d h f u s .
. .

Ilbu need a user ID for your public key. The desired form for this
user ID is your name, follaaed by your E-mail address enclosed in
(angle brackets), i f  you have an E-nail address.
For example: John O. Smith (12345.67873compuserve.cos)
Ester a user ID for your public key:Nat Ilettinson (matimats.net)

we ire pesereteni  peek Oil 111.11 o f  bon mein op et 1,112 bin i  ew eras awl Ewa mem& Irs test is mmi odor 331 •  Sll
am pm ISA lay err& l e t  is suede reel is a um  le star lite

Wired World dir in the magazine section.
After deciding where you want to install
PGP create a directory called PGP in that
drawer and copy the contents of the 'bin'
directory from the archive into rt. Next you
will need to set an ENV variable for the path
where PGP is installed. For this type the
following in the shell;

= T I M M  P G P P ATH W o r k b e n c h  P O P
Copy  E NV :P G P P ATH E NV ARC:

Make sure Workbench.PGP is
changed to the path where PGP
has been installed. Now in our
PGP directory we have 'PGP263i-
000' and 'PGP263i-020' for the
68000 and 68020 CPUs. You
should pick the version relevant to
your CPU, rename it to just plain
'PGP' and copy somewhere in
your AmigaDOS path. A safe
bet would be the C: assign_
For example;

CD w o r k b e n c h :  POP
r e na m e  p g p 2 6 3 i - 0 2 0  P O W
c opy  P O P  c :

•

71
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Now you should be able to simply type PGP
in the shell and have it report back the correct
version. We're now ready to get started so we
have to generate a secret and public key. Enter
PGP - k g  in the shell. PGP will ask you what
size key you would like to use. Only choose
384 or 512 bits as 1024 is too slow. Next it will
want a user ID The format for this generally
matches something like: 'Joe Bloggs
<joe®bloggs.corn>'. Insert your ID in this for-
mat with your own Email address etc and hit

%generate kelp I
Check c. e t  sigma

Lelit be e
Woes t

Wong l i ngsnevei nt
Save MISCM-bre I
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return. Next PGP will ask for a pass phrase.
Choose something you won't need to write
down and you won't forget as you'll need it
every time to access PGP If you forget it. your
keys will be useless. PGP will ask for it again
to confirm that it got it right since you can't
see what you're typing at this point.

Now PGP will want a random bunch of key
presses to initialise a random-seed file. This is
a technicality so we won't go into it, just type
until the number ticks down to O. PGP will
then spend some time creating your keys. All
we need now is an ASCII version of our public
key and to generate this„ type,

Pop - k a a  < I D>  m y k a y . t x t

Change ID to a part of your own user ID.
PGP does a wildcard match, for example I just
use 'mat and it picks my key. You should now
find that you have a text file in the current
directory called mykeytxt. Place this some-
where where ifs easy to include into Ernails
and such forth. Have a look at it in a text
editor or type mykeytxt to take a look at your
very first PGP public key! This little bit of text
Is what you need to send to other people so '—
they can encrypt data to you so you may use
any mechanism to distribute it you like, on
your home page? (Make it a click on link so
visitors can save it out and add to their public
key-ring)

Now we'll try a quick test so we can see
everything is working OK. Type a little mes-
sage in a text editor and save it as ram:mes-
sagetxt. Now run through the following;

CD r a m :  P
POP - -
e a

m o s s a g e . t o t

When PGP asks for a user ID, enter your own.
Now you'll have a file called message.txtasc.

t y p o  DM  s a g e  - t x t  &roc

See the encrypted text file

d e l e t e  m e s s a g e . t x t
pgp - d  m e s s a g e . t x t . a s c

Enter your password when PGP asks for it and
the file will be decrypted.

t y p o  m oom m i ge . te t

The message has been successfully decoded

In this way we can use PGP to encrypt any
file be it text or a binary to another PGP user
but first we'll need their PGP key. You can

Ise Deed ts Os is

obtain my PGP key from both the
floppy disk (called mategp) and on
the CD in the Wired World directory
again. To add a public key to your
public key ring, firstly you'll need to
clip out the uuencode-like public
key from an Email and save it out.
The syntax for PGP is PGP -k a
<keyfi le> so you can add my
PGP key to your keyring by;

PCP - k e  m a t . p g p

You'll be asked how well you trust that
this key belongs to the person it is supposed
to. This is a bit overly technical, mainly you
just answer YES. You can view your collection
of public keys by typing PGP -kv and even
extract those people's PGP keys from
your keyring if you need to pass them to
someone else.

There's quite a bit more to driving PGP but
that's the basics and will get you by managing
your collection of public keys, encrypting and
decrypting Email. See the documentation pro-
vided for further information. Imparticular,
readers with the cover CD can find useful con-
cise information in AmigaGuide form in the
PGP directory. Next we'll look at a couple of
utilities to make using PGP much easier.

PGP helpers t
PGPtoGUI is a stand alone GUI interface for
PCP It handles everything from public key
management to actual encryption/decryption.
It can be found on the Aminet in the path
utilicrypt/PGPtoGUIV2.0e.lha and of course on
our cover CD in the PGP directory again. After
extracting the archive, all that's needed is to
copy one of the two icons supplied as an

info for the executable called PGPtoGUIv2
.0e_ Then choose preferences from the project
menu and configure the full path to your
PGP executable.

PGPtoGUI can even be used to generate
your initial secret and public key pair if
required. The buttons are pretty self explanato-
ry but again you'll need to save out all of your
encrypted Emails and such forth as text to
pass into PGPtoGUI. The same goes for
encrypted mail, the encrypted text will have to
be generated and then included into an Email
in your Email client of choice.

What would be more useful would be to
use PGP transparently right where it's needed,
that is in your text editor. I use the commercial
Cygnus Editor package which has an excellent
ARexx port and there happens to be some
great Mic a  scripts specifically to drive PGP
Unsurprisingly they can be found on the
Aminet in utilicrypt/CEDPGPlha and of course
on the cover CD in the usual place. I did find
that all of the scripts required editing so that
the line which says pgpt 0  must be
changed to pgpt 2 .  this sets the PGP ver-
sion to what we are using.

Once this is done, the scripts are easily
added from CED's 'special' menu and the
ARexxiDOS interface section. Encrypt and
Decrypt are just added to function keys. Even
if you don't have Cygnus Editor there's a host
of great shareware ARexx capable editors
available. With a little work the scripts could
be modified to run on those for transparent
PGP usage.

If you've any suggestions for what you'd
like to see in Wired World in the future,
please let me know and drop me an Email to
mat@matseet
Mat Bettinson
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N e t  G o d  speaks
If  yo u  re m e m b e r ,  t h e
A m i g a  s u p p o r t e d  t h e
PN G  fi le  f o r m a t  in
w e b  b ro w s e rs  b e f o re
an y  o f  t h e  b ig  P C
boys d id .  A n d  a s
usual C U  A m i g a
M a g a z i n e  ( o r  m y  co l -
u m n ,  in  f a c t )  w a s
t h e re  t o  t e l l  yo u
a b o u t  i t  b e f o re
an yo n e  else.
Un f o rt u n at e ly ,  t h e re ' s
p ro p r i e t a ry  t ech n o l o -
g y ab o u n d in g  o n  t h e
PC N e t  s c e n e  w h i c h
g en era l ly  m e a n s
A m i g a  s u p p o rt  w i l l
n ever  b e  f o r t h c o m
ing. W h e n  I  s a y  prow
p rie t a ry  t e c h n o l o g y  I
a m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t
RealAu d io  w h i c h  is a
s c h e m e  f o r  au d i o  t o
b e sp o o led  o v e r  t h e
N e t  t o  y o u r  c o m p u t -
er. T h e  a u t h o rs  o f
RealAu d io  h a v e
t u rn ed  a n  A m i g a  p o r t
d o w n  fl at .  H o w e v e r ,
all i s  n o t  lo s t  as  i t
t u rn s  o u t  t h a t  t h e re ' s
a n e w  au d io  f o rm a t
ca l led  M P E G  ' l a y e r  3 '
w h i c h  h a s  b e t t e r
sp ecifi cat io n s a n d
b e t t e r  st i l l  i t ' s  n o t
p ro p riet ary .  I t ' s  c o m -
ing in t o  in creas in g
use a s  a  sp o o l in g
f o rm  o n  t h e  I n t e rn e t ,
so a l l  w e  n eed  is  a n
A m i g a  i m p l e m e n t a -
t io n .  L u cki ly ,

St e f an  Browse's a u t h o rSt e f an  B u rs t ro e m  is
w o rk i n g  o n  I t ,  s o

h at ' s  g o o d  n ew s!

8 6

Surf's u
Viscorp' s se t  t o p  box didn' t  see t h e  l ight  o f
d a y  b u t  So n y 's  d id .  N e w  i mp ro v e d  Vo y a g e r
h its  t h e  s t re e t s  a n d  M i a m i  g e t s  S A N A 2 .

Web TV discussion
Sony's WebTV has been causing
a stir on the Amiga's busiest
Usenet newsgroup, comp.
sys.amigarnisc. This unit plugs
into your living room television
and allows browsing of the
WN W Sound familiar? Obviously
the WebTV beat VIScorps' 'ED'
set-top box to
the market so
its interesting
to Amiga
users to see
how it is
received,
There is an
interesting dis- u n io n n o lo
cussion to be
had on the subject though sadly
it's partially swamped with cri-
tiques of American computer tele-
vision programs but it's still worth
a look.

Miami gets SANA2
Although promised for Miami 2.0,
SANA2 support has been added
to a public Beta version of Miami
1.8.x and should be fully
debugged by the time the betas
reach 1.9.x (as was Tacp sup-
port, see Voyager article).

For those that don't know,
SANA2 is the Commodore net-
working standard for interfaces
which connect to networking or
TCP/IP software including Envoy,
AS225, AmiTCP and now Miami.
This means that Miami can now
be used with an Ethernet board or
any other networking device that
has a SANA2 driver. AmigaNet
and MagPLIP for parallel Amiga to
Amiga use, are two more exam-
ples. Too many other changes and
enhancements have been added
to Miami to document here, but
one things for sure, it's a TCP/IP
stack the Amiga can be proud of.
Point your web browser to
http://www.america.corni-kruse/a
miga/Miami.html for more details
and the latest version.
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Voyager is looking good and now its available as shareware
Contrary to the belief that work was floundering due to Oliver
Wagner's commitments to the MicroDot II project, Voyager has
received numerous additions to its features list since its public 1.0
freeware release and now its been made available as shareware.

Just before going to press, the big news was that Voyager has
just gained support for Frames. This brings Voyager's current fea-
ture list to include; HTML 1.0, 2.0 and 3.1, Internal Image decoding
for progressive on-the-fly image loading for GIF and jpeg, Anim
GIF support, HTML 'Tables' and many more 'Netscapisms' sup-
ported such as FONT SIZE and HR WIDTH. Voyager also has
improved compatibility with broken/nonstandard HTML code.

Another new feature is T/TCP (TCP for Transactions) which
allows much faster HTTP !inks to servers. This is only currently
supported by Miami 1.9.x beta versions and web servers support-
ing T/TCP themselves lquite a few). A new preferences page is
included with sub-pages similar to IBrowse's preferences. Shift-
click downloading of files to disk added. Internal SMTP send capa-
bility for mailto: and mailto: forms. Improved news handling.

So far it looks like Voyager is the most complete browser on the
Amiga at the time of going to press though the authors of AWeb
and !Browse promise Frames support in the next versions of their
software. Voyager also only costs only E15, less than half of the E35
which !Browse and AWeb 2.1 cost.

Call Active Software on 01325 352260 for registration details or
Email them on active@enterprise.net. You can also find a 'reg tool'
on the Vaporware WWW site at http://www.vaporcom which will
aid registering all Vaporware software in any country. Latest details
are on Vaporware's web site: http://www.vaporcom/voyager/
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Sun of the Month
Ha n d i n g  h i m  h is  p a c k e d  l u n c h

f o r  s u s t e n a n c e ,  w e  s e n t  o n e  m a n
in t o  t h e  N e t  f o r  a  d a y  o f  d i s c o v e ry  -

H e re 's  w h a t  h e  c a m e  b a c k  with . .
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series. Red Dwarf is as
popular as ever. espe
cially among the
Internet community,

even if it does seem to have
made a few compromises this
time around. If you're a fan of Kryten.
Rimmer, Cat, Holly and Lister, chances are
you've already thrown Red Dwarf into a search
engine and received a throng of web sites
dedicated to the unlikely sci-fi sitcom. Either
way, a good place to start is Androo's Brill-
Smegging-Illiant Red Dwarf Home Page. This
site itself doesn't have a huge amount of
stuff on it. but it does serve as a
neat introduction and offers plen-
ty of links to other Red Dwarf
pages and links.

A little closer to home but still
with a tenuous space/earth orbit
kind of theme, information from
The Met Office's weather satel-
lites can be access from their
own web site. The Met Office site
offers weather reports and forecasts for the
UK. up to date pictures of the UK and Europe
from geostationary satellites and links to
other weather related web sites. It also has a
section for job vacancies at the Met Office.
Compared to some American weather sites
it's a bit of a poor effort, but I suppose that's
the difference between a British government
institution and the Yank's whizz-bang
approach to the media.

While most of the northern hemisphere
looks forward to warmer times. snowboarders
will be hoping for a good covering of the white

8 5

stuff across the
world's ski resorts_
If you're one of the
growing numbers of people
gearing up for a session on the slopes, why
not get yourself in the mood by visiting a few
snowboarding web sites. The Finnish-run
Snwbrdr's Snowboarding Page is home to all
kinds of pictures. into and links for those who
like to slide down icy hills on small ironing
boards. World rankings, a decent picture
library and a chat forum are among the many
features on offer.

Fancy a bit of childish escapism? There's

CRIER SIM

Amur
Saint

WELCOME

SPIRq
to:„

always the Disney site. As you'd expect. it 's
one of the better looking sites and has lots to
keep you occupied. Unfortunately, much of it
requires specific PC web browsing software
to use property, but the story books work
fine (but, don't get too depressed -  take a
look at the new version of Voyager -  it's hot
on the heels of current PC browsers).
Anyway, the Disney site is nice and colourful
and doesn't hit you as hard as you might

Stes
m o o r  1/111, anin611111c11111111111 R O C S  • LO U/ 36MARK*
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expect with all the sales patter and adverts.
Most of us would like to be able to see into

the future. Surprisingly, some claim they can.
Even more surprisingly, even more people
believe them! If you want your digital palm
read, try hooking up to the Daily Zodiac
Forecast, but don't blame us if what they tell
you turns Out to be a load of cobblers

You've probably read all about OuikPak's
bid for the Amiga in this month's news sec-
tion, but if you want to know more you can
hook up to their site where you can read an
open letter to the Amiga community from
CluikPak's bosses, and also check up on their
latest plans for new Amiga models, which
include a bizarre 'Iuggable' Amiga based on an
MOOOT with a flip-up LCD screen.

One site worth dropping into on a regular
basis is the Amiga Web Directory, which as
its name suggests, offers links to all kinds of
Amiga-related web sites. It's also home to an
excellent Amiga news service and is backed
up by an Amiga web site search engine. With
no official Amiga body to quiz about the
machine's future, this is a valuable forum and
definitely one to bookmark

If this month's SoundStudio covermount
has got you in the mood for a bit of compos-
ing, take a look at the Yamaha site for details
of their extremely wide range of MIDI and
recording gear_ They've got everything from
the cheapest multitimbral sound modules right
up to cutting edge mono synths. Still on a
musical theme, Roland have a very impressive
site with an interactive MC-303 that makes
sounds as you tweak its buttons and knobs,
but only if you have a system capable of
RealAudio, which rules out any Amiga
browsers unfortunately. If you're looking for a
mixer you're bound to find one to fit your
requirements and your budget
on the

Spirit site. They've got models starting at
under £200 right up to great big professional
studio models.

Maybe you'd rather just 6uy some music on
CD rather than making your own. If so, the
One Store site could be just what you need.
It's an on-line shopping site that currently is
made up of departments selling music, bikes.
photographic equipment and educational soft-
ware a  strange mix indeed. Additional
departments are on the way, including videos
and games. By the way, it's run by those
awfully nice guys at Team 17.

Totally unconnected to that is this page of
links to football club home pages. A divi-
sion of UKDirectoryisport, it offers links
to pages dedicated to football clubs •
ranging from Whitley Bay FC to
Manchester United via Dunfermline
Athletic. However. I was disappointed to
find the link to fun sounding
Arsenef, an unofficial
Arsenal page. lead to noth-
ing. By tracing the URL
back to the main UK Directory you have
access to a vast number of sites sorted
by subject matter, including business,
community, computers, education,
employment, entertainment, finance,
government, home pages, news,
shopping, sports, transportation
and travel. Another one to put in
your hotlist_

Budding artists and animators can
check out loads of good ideas and technique
examples at Emmett Scott's Cartoon Comer
It's full of  ideas to make your own cartoons

Those sites in full
Re d t h w a rt  L in ks

bt itPs/ tWe ril-pe ocit te a _ osm/ bollyy0 0 0 d/ G6 9 1 / 1 1 a s
dora.atoo
The  M e t  O f fi ce

b t t p s/ t w o w - n o t o .g e r it  • u kt
Sn o w b o a rd in g  Pa m .

krt tps / / mow,  ousitordr c o n /

D a ily Z o d ia c F o re ca st

b a n s: / / vo w . b u b b le  c o n
D o ikPa k

kt tp o / / e p o r..ve stu a a o p p o s- t .0 0 0 sig u iko a k/
Am ig a  W e b  D i v .

b t t p  /  / w e ,  cucue  m y /  a n ion  • to ta l
Ya mith

111
1

b t t p :  / / we e  ye a la ba  c
Rolando n

b e t a s / w w w - re la sa l.0 0 _ u k
Sp ir it

b t t p  /  / owe . s p i r t  t  - b y- e o u n d cra f t  c o  ..e k
One  St u rE

b t t p  i /  I .  st o re  , co  . uk

Football club hom e pages
anatal l tdireatory.ccolepar t/ inolez .2.1ota
C a rt o o n  C o rn e r

w e e .ca rt o o m ica ro w t .co n
! -Ifi rt i t o  F i r
,
'b t t p s I  h e m  ..b e rd - t o - fl a d .co , , u t s

more punchy, eitechve,  and above ail just
• plain funny. There are sections a number of
different aspects of cartoon creation including
caricature, animation and drawing tricks. It's
decorated with neat little cartoon images

that, for a change, are stored using only
the required amount of colours for fast

downloading.
We'll finish up this month with a
quick look at the Hard to  Find

Records web site Th is is a
Birmingham based shop specialis-
ing in rare and deleted dance
records. Most of the stock
seems to be classics from the

world of house and techno,
including many imports. You can

browse the stock list alphabetically
to check if they have your particular

tune- If you're not sure of the name of
your desired record you can even send

them a tape and they'll do their best
to identify it and track it down for
you. Expect to pay between Ell and

£30 depending on the collectability of
the particular slab of vinyl.

That's all for now. Happy surfing! •
Tony Horgan
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If your want the best catalogue with 14,000+ titles listed
phone us before 5pm & get it tomorrow

01845 501326 or 526412
We have a huge range of games, a massive collection of adult

and a splendid array of utilities plus all the u

No T  Thirkleby,
Thirsk, North Yorks, YO7 2AX, 01845 501326/526412
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For a copy of our sanest easy to use catalogue disk
send 2 X 1s1 class stamps also included is • free util-
ity of our choice on the catalogue......
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BUILD MUSCLES
FAST!

NEW! Fastest way to build
muscles and strength without
weights -  EVER! Just 35 minutes
daily in the privacy of your home
will develop an amazing physique.

MUSCLE DYNAMICS is a new
body building system based on

principles developed after years of
exhaustive research. It is a total exercise
programme involving the very latest
scientific breakthroughs in the field of
muscular development. It is the fastest,
most effective way to build muscles in
existence.

Noticeable results in 28 days guaranteed.
Send for FREE Information Pack.

MUSCLE DYNAMICS, P.O. BOX 40, GATESHEAD, NEB 1 P D
Tel: 0191-487 4087

MUSCLE DYNAMICS, P.O. BOX 40, GATESHEAD. NE8 1P
Yes! I want to build muscles last. P l ow  rush me a FREE information Deck!
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Have you ever dreamed of creating your very own Public Domain or
Commercial software products without having to program?
Well now it is no longer a dream - itss REALITY!
REAUTY - TIE UtistATE SOFTWARE CONSTRUCTION KIT is
a REVOLUTIONARY new product from RPM.
Promotions, a company involved in the AMIGA soft-
ware market for over five years. This product is a
BREAKTHROUGH in software design and allows any-
one with an AMIGA computer, regardless of their age
or intelligence, to create both Public Domain and
Commercial software products in virtually no time at
all using nothing more than their computer's mouse! it
can be used to create games, demos, educational
software etc, much much faster and easier than ever
before throughout the history of computers! REALITY
is like nothing you've ever seen before on the AMIGA.
Now for the first time you can access the awesome
power of your computer with bewildering ease and
Ise it to create TOP CLASS AMIGA software in few
Jays by doing nothing more than clicking the buttons
)n your mouse or moving the mouse cursor around
he screen - that's it! It's so easy you will not believe
t! No programming is required whatsoever!
l ore  is a small example of wha t you can
achieve in minutes  wi th Reality  by using
lothing more  tha t your Arnigals mouse:

•  Create HUGE fully detailed scenery back
grounds for your games using the background
creation editors!

•  Mak e your games main character shoot all sods
of different weapons each with different power
values!

•  Defi ne monster attack patterns and choose from
the HUGE amount of already made variations!

•  Creat e intelligent enemies that home in on your
main character!

•  Add text messages to the software with
hundreds of different styles of text fonts to
choose from!

•  Create SUPER intelligent GIANT mid level and
end of level monsters Just like the very best
commercial games!

•  Produce scenery that your main character
reacts to : Ladders, Ropes, Platforms, Traps,
Switches etc etc!

•  Defi ne complex puzzles to make your games
much more interesting!

•  Mak e other games characters that your main
character can interact and communicate writ"!

•  Selec t  and define all sorts of weapons, bonuses
and objects that your main character can collect
and use!

•  Creat e characters that have to fight each other
in a beat 'em up -  STREETFIGHTER II style!

•  Produce ALL sorts of demo effects from groovy
text scrollers to on screen 3D rotation just like
the very best PO demos!

•  Create Educational software from a simple
slideshow to a full blown disk magazine!

•  Add graphics, music and sound effects to your
software with ease!

THE LIST IS ENORMOUS!!! !  - Test your sof tware
in seconds to see if everything is work ing the way
that YOU want  It to! There's  no need for any s low
compiling or test ing like certain other packages!

REALITY can be used to create many types of differ-
ent software products! It's ideal for TOP notch games!
Create HIGH speed shoot 'em' ups, Addictive scrolling
platform games, Beat 'em ups, Point and Click
Graphic Adventures, HUGE Arcade games, Puzzle
games, Racing games, Card games and much much
more! Even create your own mind-blowing special
effects demos or user friendly Educational software!
Just look at the screenshots in this advertisement and
•;ee just what this system is really capable of!

Ov er f our man years  of  wo r t  has  gone int o
t he dev e lopment  of  t his  Sof t ware!
The res ul t  is:
A STATE OF THE ART SOFTWARE CREATION SYSTEM!
It's versat ile -  it 's easy  to use - il's  inc redibly
fast  -I t 's  t he bigges t  ever break t hrough in
Amiga sof tware c reat ion and has already  been
used to create twenty  c ommerc ial  games  and a
mult i t ude of  PD sof tware! !
If you can use an AMIGA you can use REALITY!
All the hard work has been done for you! With
once complicated programming rout ines reduced
to s imple mouse actions that anyone can under-
stand! That 's  the hidden power of REALITY!
Absolutely no knowledge of programming is
required whatsoever Reality is unique! It is a com-
pletely new way of creat ing software!
MORE THAN TEN 90% SCORES HAVE BEEN
AWARDED TO REALITY SO FAR FROM MANY
DIFFERENT AREAS OF THE AMIGA COMMUNITY!

Wha t you ge t!
The very latest version of the REALITY software
construction kit which incorporates a whole batch
of useful and essential utilities_ These include: an
Animat ion and Sound Studio, a Graphics toolkil, a
Background creation system, Picture and
Introduction creators, a FULL blown paint  package,
Text edit ing and disk utilit ies plus much much
more! You'll also receive a fully detailed user
friendly instruction guide and a handy hints and
tips guide! Two further guides that will show you
how to make two full blown games f rom scratch!
Two full blown commerc ial games that have been
created using REALITY for you to adapt  and learn
from! Issue one of the REALITY USER CLUB disk
magazine! Two packed disks full of  sound effects,
music tracks and a MASSIVE amount  of graphic
images that can be used in your own software!
These include characters, enemies,  weapons,
bonuses, scenery, fonts and MUCH MUCH MORE!!
You get everything you need for creating your own
full blown top quality software with ease!

You'll a lso ge t FREE me mbe rs hi p
to the  Re a l i ty  Us e r  Club!
This will provide you with a phone helphne, a pen-
pal list  allowing you to contact arid work with the
already -MASSIVE REALITY userbase from around
the globe! You will also have access to a HUGE
range of software that has been created using the
REALITY system and 1000's of graphic images,
sound effects and music tracks which you can use
with your own software! We are willing to publish
any sof tware that you create using REALITY or if
you wish you can have other companies publish
your work! The REALITY user club can supply you
with ALL the graphics, music, sound effects and
deas that you need to create superb software with
his system. ALL the hard work has been done for

you!

So w ha t  do you have  to pay for  thi s total l y
amaz i ng system?
Only E29_99! This product is worth many t imes this
price and Only due to forecasted large sales, low
cost advert ising and direct sales to the cus tomer
are we able to offer it at  this unbeatable price! By
creating only one piece of software you should get
your money back many many t imes over! How
much software do you wish to create? What  more
can we say other than you would be crazy not to
take up this very special otter! Creat ing software is
much more interest ing than using it, and REALITY
is the perfect tool! Please note that the REALITY
package is compat ible with ALL AMIGA computers
and is hard disk installable!

Screenshots of games created with REALITY
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110W TO 0110ER
Please send a cheque Postal Ordet,
International money crizk3r to:
BAIL pwatrnots, DEPT 011, 8 MAGNOLIA
PARK, DIMPAURRY, MAST Bil 7 OBS

PHONE W22  626694 - PRICE 1:29.99
UK postage E2, Overseas please add ca
AI payments rrust be el English Stelling! 24 Hour
despatch_
EXTRA SPECIAL OFFER - Order NOW and receive a
FREE never been released belay guide on *HOW TO
DESIGN A WINNING COMPUTER GAME' written by
one 11 the TOP games designers in the business!
Essential reading tor any budrIng games makers!
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this series of Masterclass
then you are probably ready
to leave the comfort of the
Graphical User Interface

behind and go off to explore
the Shell,

So what exactly is the Amiga's
Shell? Is it a hard encrusted cov-
ering that surrounds your Amiga
keepings its innards intact and
safe? No. The Shell is the special
window which accepts typed
commands: you'll find it in the
System directory. Perhaps the
easiest way to start a Shell is to
press Right-Amiga and N, and
then enter 'newshell' into the
pop-up requester.

'Top i n s t r u c t o r
From the Shell you can enter
a wide range of commands
which can achieve everything you
can do from the Workbench and
a lot more besides. The Shell and
Workbench compliment each
other extremely well: certainly
more than, say, an MSDOS shell
open on a Windows desktop.
And as for Apple Macs... well, if
you really need to enter text
commands on an Apple Mac you
must clearly have the wrong sort
of computer.

There are a large number of
AmigaDOS commands, and as
we saw in a previous episode,

most of these are stored in the
Workbench's C: directory.
Hopefully you will have already
played around with the Shell
(perhaps to use ARexx) and so
you'll know some basic
ArnigaDOS commands, such as
'CD', 'DIR' and 'ED'.

RANIs ' n '  L is t
The key to keeping track of your
files is to know and love the
AmigaDOS 'List' command.

List is superficially similar
to 'DIR', as by default both will
produce a list of files in the
current directory.

However, List is considerably
more powerful and has a million
and one different options which
can produce a detailed analysis
of your current directory.

Both List and Dir will accept
an argument in the form of an
AmigaDOS device. For example,
you can obtain a list of the files
in the RAM disk by typing:

d i r  r a m :  o r  l i s t  r a m :

You can see that the results
are the same, although the List
version includes extra informa-
tion such as the files' status
flags, the creation date and time,
and the file size. This is only the
start of what List can do.

Here's an example. Let's say

A The duichni wa y!. open a Shall. Haat people aloe 'Leave out the Shell ion on their Workbench window,

toe i t  more or le SSt e  some result' whom you typo la kilte r dir K  hot reel though hat providat a
little mere iniormstioe ler roe to go through

you remember creating a particu-
larly good picture in your
favourite art program, but you
cannot remember the file name
nor can you remember where
you stored it on your large hard
disk. In fact, all you know was
that you rendered the picture in
the first week of January, and that
the file ends in the usual 'AC
extension. How on earth can yqu
locate it? Well you could go
through every file or directory on
your Amiga searching through for
something resembling your lost
picture or you could use List and
save yourself hours/weeks of end-
less frustration and searching

Please note: this example
assumes you have a battery
backed clock fitted to your
Amiga — if you don't, none of the
files will be dated properly. Most
Al200 expansion cards have
battery backed clocks though so
there isn't much cause for

you to worry as it should work.
Two of the keywords which

List accepts are 'Since' and
'Llpto'. The first, 'Since', will list
only those files created after the
supplied date, whilst the second,
'UpTo', will list files which
have been created before the
supplied date. They can be used
separately, or combined to define
a special 'window' in time.

The following is the List com-
mand which will list only those
files present.

l i s t  0 7 . i f f  s i n c e  0 1 - j a n -
97 u p t o  0 7 - j a n - 9 7  a l l
nohead q u i c k  fi l e s

It looks a bit complicated, but
we'll take it step by step. First of
all we use a wildcard, which
restricts all the files to those end-
ing in 'At'.

The 'Since' and 'Upto' com-
mands are hopefully self-explana-

Shell

E n ter  Command a n d  i t s

Ok -

Argum ents:
newshe

M O M
= E l

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 r :  -
W
.  c t : 3
1 1 1

-1 ,'"A1111111Y '
M E E

B te tU te
-
1 1  
F t .  
l e



Templates
If you need a hand using an AmigaDOS command, there's always
help to be had. If you want to know what arguments to use with a
particular command, you only need use it with the help keyword,
which is a question mark, like this:

l i s t  7

This produces a list of all the options which can be used with the
command, and each option is followed by a special code letter. As an
example, here's what you get in return:

D I R / M , P = P A T / K , K E Y S / S , D A T E S / S , N O D A T E S / S , T O / K , S U B / K , S I
N C E / K , U P TO / K , Q U I C K / S , B LO C K / S , N O H E A D / S , F I LE S / S , D I R S / S
, LFO RM AT/ K, S O RT/ K , US E RS / S , G RO uP S / S , ALL/ S :

Here's what those code letters actually mean:

/A -  Argument. Something must follow in order for this command
to work.
/ K - Keyword. The word itself is optional, but if used an argument is
required.
/Et - Switch. This turns an option on or off.

8
l b

dir ?is,Dtasis,Flissis,pacis

' I D

'3 i t
XKETS/S,DITES/5,tioccarsi5,70/K,_ _St(3,
,
% S I  ' K ,

MEKAD/S,F ILES/E, DIRS/S, IFOIVIRT/K , M8TAC,871ERS/S: I
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S l o i n &  ,

tory_ Remember that AmigaDOS
will also accept the words
'Today' and 'Yesterday'.

A L L
The 'all' keyword forces the list
to be performed not only in the
current directory, but also in all
the sub-directories as well.
For example, if you are currently
in the Workbench: directory, this
will force List to look through S:,
C:, L: and so on.

NOHE AD
The 'nohead' keyword stops list
from displaying the current direc-
tory name as it examines it_ If
you leave it Out, you'll see a large
number of directories listed one-
by-one.

Q U I C K
By using 'quick' we keep the out-
put to a list of names only, and
do without the flags, file size and
creation date.

FILES
Including 'files' stops any directo-
ries Which were altered within
the dates from being listed. As
we only want to find a particular
file, this will speed things up
a bit.

There — I bet you never knew
there was so much to the List
command. It's a very effective
tool for helping you track down
files. There are plenty of key-
words too: here are some more
which you might find useful:

D A TE S
If you have switched off dates by
using QUICK, this will cause
them to be displayed again. For
example:

list quick dates

This will display only filenames
and dates, and ignore flags and
sizes.

D IR S
In the same way in which FILES
suppresses the listing of any-
thing which isn't a file, so DIRS
suppresses the listing of any-
thing which isn't a directory.
Example:

l i s t  nohe a d d i r e

LIFC)FIROLOOF
In case you thought that List was
in some way limited, the LFOR-
MAT command is what you need.
LFORMAT takes a string as it's

LEORMAT
Use List with LFORMAT and you can fine-tune the output exactly.
LFORMAT needs a string, and the contents of this string determine
what the Output looks like. Here's a list of the special flags in the
string are used for.

%A - Attributes (the flags)
°AB - Blocks (a measure of file size)
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associated with it)
%D - Date of file creation (or last modified)
°/0K - Key (an indication of the files location on disk)

- Length (in bytes)
%N - Name of the file
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%T - Time of file creation (or last modified)
You can also use your own text in the LFORMAT string in you

choose. Here's a example which list the filename, its path and the
time it was created.

l i s t  l f o r m s t  " T h e  fi l e  5
fi n  w a s  
c r e a t e d  
a t  9
6 t  
a n d  
i s

f ound a t  q‘ p"

This control is perfect for creating text files which contain the
nfotmation in the order you need for subsequent processing.

s .
3 -
. i
m
t  
!
f
o
r
m
a
t  
e
l  
t
i  
a
n
d  
k
a  
f
o
u
n
d  
a
l  
A
p
'

;De info ves or q s  found e l
Lb wIS  e r 4 4 4 8  b t a t

S.,nfo was oroatod a n d  is  fmald a f
vas orioles,  a t 15 .f o u n d  411Ant% ,
e a s  
c r
e a
t 4
4  
a  
a
n
d  
i
s  
f
o
L
o
W  
a
t

tsh,,viro vas cfnatod a t a i d  is  (me lds*

• • •

argument, and the contents of
the string determines exactly
what is displayed and in what
order. See the box out for more
details.

INC)DAVINES
Stops Dates from being dis-
played. Don't waste your time
using it at the same time as
DATES.
Example:

l i s t  n o d a t e s

This will suppress the date
and time data from display.

T O
When TO is used, the output
from the List command will be
sent to following file. Yes, you
can do the same thing with the
re-direction "->" option. This is

TUTORIAL

more legible though. Example.

l i s t  s i n c e  0 1 - J u n - 9 6  t o
r a m : m y fi l e s

This can be useful if you need
the files sorted into order. Unlike
Dir, List will not sort the files.
However, if they are stored in a
file you can use the AmigaDOS
command "sort" to produce a
new, sorted list.

U SER S
Sorry, I've absolutely no idea!
Answers to the usual address
Weasel

Ifs easy to see why List is
such an important command to
get to know. It will help you keep
track of all your files and i f s  also
invaluable when writing scripts
either in ARexx (such as Killbak)
or in AmigaDOS.

Any  br ight  ideas?
If there  is anything tha t you would like to see a mas-
terclass tutoria l  on,  please wri te  in and le t us know.
Likewise i f there  is any subject tha t is not covered In
the workshop section tha t you would like to k now
more a bout please drop us a line a t CU Amiga
Magazine, Priory  Court,  3 0 -3 2  Farringdon Lane,
London EC1 R 3 AU.



MX r a m : k i l l b a k

Seek  and destroy
Looking after the files on your floppy and hard disks can be a chore.
There are so many, it's easy to forget what most of them are for.
Before you know it, your hard disk is 90% full and it's time for a bit of
a spring clean. One of the most useful programs I wrote was " Uta k" ,
which searches through the current directory (and subsequent sub-
directories) looking for files ending in ".bak". These are files which
application programs often create when saving projects: for example,
you may have a text project called "article.cloc". When you edit it and
save it for the second time, the original will be renamed "article.bak".
Once you have finished the project the ".bak" file is useless, and sim-
ply consumes space. Nuke it! KillBak is included hereabouts, and also
on the CD-ROM. It's written in ARexx, which means it's simply an
ordinary text file: until it's used with RX like this:

which executes it In  this case. I've copied the program to the RAM
disk to start with. Remember, Killbak will work with the files in the cur-
rent directory. So if you want to delete all the Mak"  files from the
Workbench partition of your system, keep the Killbak.rexx file in RAM
but do a

CD w or k be nc h:

before you run it. Here's the listing (it's on the CD in the rnag drawer.)

Sear ch f o r  fi l e  names
e ndi ng i n  S?bak ,  a n d  t h e n
de l e t e  t he m  i f  ne c e s s a r y .

( r )  J o h n  Ke nne dy

ass command / *  Us e  AmigaDOS * /

*  F i r s t ,  g e n e r a t e  l i s t  o f  fi l e s  &  s i z e s  * /

Say ' Ma k i ng  l i s t  o f  a l l  fi l e s  i n  c u r r e n t  d i r e c t o -

' l i s t  l f o r m a t  " % p‘ n *41" a l l  fi l e s  >  t : t e m p l i s t '

/ *  Now  s e a r c h  f o r  t h o s e  e n d i n g  i n  . b a k  * /

Say ' A d d i n g  u p  fi l e  s i s e s . . "

i n fi l e m ' i n fi l e t
c u t fi l e . ' o u t fi l e '

4
0t o t a l _ s i z e = 0
number . °

c a l l  o p e n ( o u t fi l e , i t : r e p o r t ' , ' W )
c a l l  o p e n ( i n fi l e , " t : t e m p l i s t " , ' r ' )

do w h i l e  - e o f ( i n fi l e )
d a t a . r e a d l n ( i n fi l e )
i f  d a t a - . "  t h e n  d o

par se  v e x  d a t a  na m e pa t h s i z e
i f  • i z e * ' e m p t y '  t h e n  • i z e . 0
t e s t . r i gh t ( na m e pa t hot )
i f  ( t e s t . ' . b a k ' )  t h e n  d o

t o t a l _ s i z e m t o t a l _ s i
number . number +1
c a l l  w r i t e l n ( o u t fi l e , n a m o p e t h )

end
and

11 c l o s e ( i n fi l e )

c a l l  c l o s e ( o u t fi l e )

/ *  P r oc e s s  t h e  fi l e s  i f  r e q u i r e d  * /

say
say
say

'Number  o f  ba c k - up  fi l e s : "  number
' Dr i v e  s pa c e  t a k e n  u p :  t o t a l _ s i z e

i f  num be r - . 0  t h e n  c a l l  P r oc e s s Fi l e m ( )

/ *  A l l  done (  * /

' de l e t e  " t : r e p o r t "  q u i e t '
' d e l e t e  ' t : t e m p l i s t "  q u i e t '

say ' F i n i s h e d . "
emi t

Pr ocemsFi l es :

a n s w e r . "
do w h i l e  ( a ns w e r - . " D .  &  a ns w e r - m . c . )

' s a y  " ( D i e l e t e  fi l e s  o r  [ Cl a n- e e l ?"
par se  p u l l  a ns w e r
answer . upper (answer )

and

s e l e c t
when a ns w e r m 'W t h e n  c a l l  D e l e t e F i l e s ( )
when a ns w e r . ' C '  t h e n  r e t u r n

and

r e t ur n

De l e t e F i l e e :

a n s w e r . "
c onfi r m v ' T
,do w h i l e  ( a ne w e r - v " A"  &  a ns w e r - . " C" )

say ' D e l e t e  ( A i l l  o r  ( C l o n fi r m  e a c h one ?"
par se  p u l l  a ns w e r
answer -upper (answer )

and

c a l l  o p e n ( i n fi l e , " t : r e p o r t " , ' r ' )
do n . 1  t o  number

fi l e . r e a d l n ( i n fi l e )
d a t a - d e i s t .  ' 1 1 d 2 c ( 3 4 )  I l fi l e l l d 2 c ( 3 4 )

c onfi r m - . " ‘ 2 " )

M o l t ? "

i f  ( a ns w e r . " C" )  t h e n
do

and

c o n fi r m - ' '
do w h i l e  ( c o n fi r m - - " T "  &  c o n fi r m - . " M "  &

say ' D e l e t e  "  I I  fi l e  I I

par se  p u l l  c o n fi r m
c onfi r m v uppe r ( c om fi r m )
and

i f  ( c onfi r m v " Y " )  t h e n  i n t e r p r e t ( d a t a )
i f  ( c o n fi r m . " Q " )  t h e n  l e a v e

end
c a l l  c l o s e ( i n fi l e )
r e t ur n

( Ti e s , (m)0,

M•

1



n i x  W h a t  is the  Ami ga
g o o d  a t?

• A _  The Amiga is still an excel-
lent home computer. Easy to use
and reliable, its cheap, easily
expanded and works with any
colour television. The Amiga is still
the best way to get into fields
such as desktop video and music:
it can do both right 'out of the
box' with no extra hardware
required. With software packages
such as Final Writer, WordWonh,
Draw Studio and Art Effect, it
can compare very favourably to
application software running on
other platforms.

The Amiga also has a vibrant
shareware and public domain soft-
ware scene. With resources such
as the Aminet, there is no way
you'll run out of new and interest-
ing programs to use on the
Amiga_ The Internet has also
allowed Amiga users to get
together and chat, which means
there is always a large and popu-
lar Amiga crowd to chat with.

E a .  H o w  doe s  the
Am i ga  O pe ra ti ng S y s te m
c om pa r e  to  Wi n d o w s  '9 5 ?

• A .  In many ways, the Amiga
Operating System is considerably
better than Windows '95. It's a lot
more compact for a start and it's
possible to own an Amiga with
only 2Mb of RAM and a single
floppy disk drive and still get work
done. By contrast, an entry level
PC now features 16Mb of memo-
ry, an 133MHz Pentium and a 1Gb
hard drive.

The Amiga OS is also very fast
and supports superb multitasking

FAQ
W i t h  a l l  t h i s  u n c e r t a i n t y  h a n g i n g  in
t h e  a i r,  i s  t h e re  a n y  p o i n t  t o  i t  a l l?
Yes.  A n d  h e re 's  s o m e  re a s o n s  w h y .

Fr - ly Asked Quest ions

features. Tying the OS to the
Amiga hardware makes it possible
to perform such tricks as drag-
ging and flicking screens: some-
thing not possible on the PC. The
Amiga also comes with ARexx, a
powerful scripting language which
can be used to link application
programs together. There is still
nothing quite like this on the PC.

There are flaws of course:
Windows includes reliable and
invisible Virtual Memory as
standard, as well as support for
networks and the Internet. It's
also easier to upgrade separate
components such as the graphics
or sound system.

• C L  H o w  doe s  the
Am i ga  ha rdw a re  c om pa r e
t o  th a t  o f  the  PC?

111A- It cannot be denied that the
years have not been kind to the
Amiga. The raw processing power
of the PC and constant develop-
ment of graphics cards mean that
impressive games like Quake are
possible The new generation of
3D graphics cards will make more
games possible. All this hardware
does have its price of course: and
an all singing-all dancing PC for
playing state-of-the-art games will
cost considerably more than the
combined priced of an Al200 and
a PlayStation or Nintendo 64.

• O -  D o  I reaRy ne e d to
upgra de  to  a  PC?

• A _  No, of course you don't. All
your existing Amiga software will
still work, regardless of how many
copies of Microsoft Word are
sold. If you have an Amiga with

an 030 (or even an 020) and 4 or
8Mb of extra memory, you need a
very quick PC before a program
such as Word will work as quickly.

If you buy a PC. you will need
to be piepared to upgrade it regu-
larly: unlike the Amiga. PC's date
extremely quickly. By the time you
read this, there is every chance
that the Pentium processor itself
will be Out of date and you would
be expected to buy a new
Pentium MMX chip

The same goes for memory
and hard disk space. Whilst 8Mb
on a Amiga is plenty, you need
16. 32Mb or more on a PC for
the same results. If  you bought a
PC with a 75MHz Pentium last
year. you'll find it's too slow
for most games and large
applications now.

• 41. W h a t  a bout  a  n e w
Appl e  Ma c i ntos h?

• A L  Apples look smart, but
they are still very expensive.
Unlike an Amiga (or even a PC)
you cannot buy a cheaper model
and upgrade in stages. The oper-
ating system is closer to the
Amiga's than the PC's (if you can
cope with a single mouse button)
although you'll miss features such
as the Shell and being able to
obtain shareware or inexpensive
application software. Apple as a
company are currently undergoing
big changes, with acquisitions
such as the NeXT Step Operating
System, so who knows what the
next generation of Apple comput-
ers will look like, or what software
they will run,

• o _  Wh i t t  a bout the
futtme  o f  the  Amiga ?
Doe s  i t ha v e  one ?

M A .  Although the VIScorp deal
seems to have fallen through,
there are still plenty of other

interested parties looking at the
Amiga. If new Amigas are to
appear, there are several options_
Either the Amiga could live
through the continued use of
Motorola 68060's processors, or
the OS could be resurrected on
some new hardware (such as the
proposed Phase5 system). This
could incorporate a PowerPC
processor (the same as used in
the Apple systems which is
renowned for being nippy and a
good 680x0 emulation) and cus-
tom hardware for controlling
graphics and sound. Hardware
has come a long way since the
1980's when the Amiga's custom
chipset was first designed: a sys-
tem designed from scratch would
be able to deal with 3D textures
and real-time full motion video as
easily as the Amiga deals with
the Copper.

The Amiga Operating System
will certainly not be forgotten
- t omany people it's more important
than the Amiga hardware. As
proved by PC programs such as
'LlAE'. the OS can be run on other
platforms and this will ensure
than the Amiga Workbench and
Amiga applications will still be
used many years from now.

ING- S houl d  I NMI  s pe nd
m one y  on m y  Amiga ?

M A -  If you intend to continue
to use your Amiga, there is no
reason not to Recent software
releases are excellent, and
extremely good value for money -
especially when compared to
applications on rival platforms.
When it comes to spending
money on hardware you might be
more than a little cautious: but
remember, if you buy a SIMM, a
printer, an IDE hard drive, a CD-
ROM, ZIP or JAZ drive that these
can all be used with a PC too. •
John Kennedy



Logos, me a n in g s
and  mysteries:

CD32 queries,
PerNET and
various other
CD-ROM-
related problems.

All about
upgrading RAM,
operating
systems
and processors

Plug-in hardware
of any kind:
scanners, disk
drives etc.

Answers to
queries on
particular pieces
of software.

Music, sampling,
MIDI and any-
thing that makes
a loud noise.

Miscellaneous
tools to keep
your Amiga run-
ning smoothly.

Form-feeds,
page-breaks,
preferences and
lots, lots morel

Monitors, TVs,
modulators,
screen-modes
and all that stuff.

Pixels, sprites,
animation,
pictures. In
one small
word
.  
g r
a p
h i
c s
.

Spreadsheets,
databases,
organisers,
accounts

1 0 )

Everything
you need
answering about

• t h e  Internet

0  Not  everything

fits into a
pigeonhole, but
anything you like
fits in here.

A n d  i t 's  a  v e ry  w a r m  w e l c o me  t o  C U
A mi g a  M a g a z i n e 's  vers io n  o f  M a s t e r
min d .  Ple a s e  g ive  a  b ig  h a n d  t o  y o u r
c o n t e s t a n t s  M r  A n d r e w  Ko rn  a n d  M r
M a t  Bet t in so n .  T o n ig h t 's  su b jec t  is t h e
A mi g a ,  f ro m  1 9 8 5  t o  t h e  p re s e n t .

A n d r e w  l ives in nor th
London and  is versed
on everyth i ng Am iga.
His chosen topi cs are
h ar d war e  and uti l i ties.

T o w e r c r i t i c a l !

0  I  have an Al200

with an internal
3.5" Quantum
Lightening 365
Mb IDE hard
drive. In the near

future I would like to buy a CD-
ROM such as the 8x Samsung
IDE. I have just bought a tower
with 200 watt PSU and internal
cables. i want to put the CD-
ROM into the tower. Bearing in
mind the possible power supply
problems if I fit a 50MHz acceler-
ator in the future ...
1. Which is the best option? To
remove the hard drive and use it
with the Alfa Quatro in the tower
with the CD-ROM or leave the
hard drive in the 41200 along
with the Alfa Quatro and take
an IDE lead to the tower for the
CD-ROM?
2. If the hard drive is put in the
tower does it matter if it is put on
its side rather than flat.
3. Is 300mm a 'safe maximum
length for an IDE cable?

A. Robinson. Kiwis, Cornwell.

First of all, thanks to Gordon Moss,
Ryan Morgan, Greg Fox. Mr. PA.
Burgess, Norman Haigh, Derek
Gascoine and many others who have
also written in on the subject of tow-
ers cases. I t looks like we will be
going ahead with a feature on DI Y
tower conversions.

Correspondents seem to be
expressing most interest so far in
using a mini tower to hold CD-ROM
drives and hard drives, like A.
Robinson, but we would like to take
it a step further and look into fitting
the Al200 motherboard into the
case, maybe even Zorro slot expan-
sion. Keep your comments coming
in. In the meantime, we are going to

answer A. Robinson's letter as it
seems fairly representative of the
letters that we've been receiving.
1. Don't move the hard drive i f you
don't have to, although 3.5" drives
can be quite a load on your power
supply. Moving your drive means
the power can be supplied from the
tower PSC, leaving your computer's
PSU unburdened.
2. Modern hard drives can take all
sorts of rough treatment. However it
is best to avoid putting it on its side
especially i f you have a CD-ROM in
the tower too as your discs will keep
falling out.
3. Oh dear, a contentious issue.
Various people have written in con-
cerned about I DE cable lengths and
the safety of unbuffered interfaces.
We use an Al200 in a tower with
about 600mm of IDE cable connect-
ing a hard drive and a CD-ROM
without any problems whatsoever.
To address the more technical
issues, yes, the AI200 has an
unbuffered interface, and if you
want to be totally secure go for a
buffered splitter, it's safe and will
allow you to connect additional
devices too. Stories of exploding
CPUs are undoubtedly exaggerated

I haven't heard of a single case
and it seems unlikely. I 'd expect
problems with unbuffered interfaces
and long cable lengths to lie in
capacitive loading leading to unreli-
ability rather than CPU death. In
practice keeping cable lengths to not
much over half a metre is OK.

If  o n ly

101

•mi•
What is the differ-
ence between a
E40 internal disk
drive for the
41200 and a E16
drive for a PC? I

have just fitted a new disk drive
and it looks very much like a PC

An  ex-techni cal  engineer,
M a t  special ises in th e
I nternet: w h a t  i t is, w h a t
tt does and  w h a t  i t has to
do w i th  th e Am i ga.

one. It even had the HD detector
switch. What is stopping
the Amiga from formatting at a
higher density?

W.G.Hall, Bishopsgarth,
Stockton.

The Amiga expects the disk drive to
tell it things when it boots up and
when a disk is changed; PC drives
don't do this. An interface can be
built with a few flip-flops and gates,
but it's a lot of work for what will
save you very little in the end. HD
floppies are harder work i n
addition to the above you will need
to halve the motor speed which
means replacing the oscillator crys-
tal and l ook ,  just buy an Amiga
HD drive instead. Sorry.

A 5 0 0  + C D 3 2  = ?
For the past four
years I have been
the proud owner
of an Amiga 500
with the A501
memory expan-

sion unit. It has been adequate
for my purposes thus far, but I
now wish to upgrade to a new
system, mainly to have access to
the large treasury of software
available on CD-ROM in addition
to the advanced AGA graphics
and the latest Workbench. The
Eyetech SX32 Combo Pack
seems to be a very attractive
upgrade option. I would be oblig-
ed if you would enlighten me on
the following:
1. What is the difference
between the SX32 and the
SX32 Pro?
2. What are the advantages of
this Combo Pack as compared to
an Al200 with similar specifica-
tions and a CD-ROM drive.?
3. What would be the best way
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to connect my A500 to a CD32?
4. Is it possible to use the key-
board and disk drive of my A500
with a CD32 in order to convert it
into a fully-fledged, up and run-
ning Al200?
5. Is the A570 CD-ROM drive
still available and did it require
any modifications?

Samir Bharadwai, Sultanate
of Oman.

A lot of readers are tempted by the
notion of upgrading a CO32 to turn
it into a CD-ROM equipped AGA
super machine. I t isn't all that
straightforward and it doesn't work
out all that cheap.
1. The primary difference is that the
SX32Pro has a faster processor in it,
while the SX32 has no facility for
changing processor.
2. The differences are small. The
Al200 won't cope with some CD32
games. but is more expandable.
3. The CD32 S-port, from Marpet
developments (01423 712600) is
probably your best bet. h's just fast
enough to get away with using the
CD32 as a CD-ROM drive but don't
expect it to give your A500 access to
the CD32's 68020 processor.
4. No. I f  you want to turn a CD32
into a full AGA computer, you'll
have to go the SX32 route or buy an
Al200 and CD-ROM. A500 + CD32
does not an Al200 make.
5. The A570 plugged straight into
the A500 with no modifications but
it did require 0S2.0 or greater. 1
haven't seen one on sale for ages,
but Golden Image (0181 900 9291)
will sell you an 4500 CD-ROM if
you want one.

W in d o ws  A miga

0  1. How much

would it cost and
how could I run
Windows on my
A600? I've tried to
balance the pros

and cons of buying a PC or just
an emulator.
2. I'd also like to ask what are
those Zippo drives you plug into
the side of an Amiga?
3. Would I benefit from buying a
hard drive or a CD-ROM? If so
how many Mb of RAM should I
get or what speed should the CD-
ROM be?.
it• Could I use the Internet and
is there anything for the A600
to speed it up, something like the
Viper, for example?

Brett Edwards, London.

The best way of running PC soft-
ware is on a PC. I f  you want a
PC/Amiga combo, talk to HQ  about

their Siamese system. Software emu-
lation in the form of PCTask 4.0
(169.99, from Wizard, tel.: 01322-
527800) and the forthcoming PCx
works wonders these days but they
are too slow for serious use.
2. Hmm. I f  you plug a Zippo into
your Amiga you will set fire to your
PCMCIA port; Zippos are refillable
lighters. I  guess you mean either
Zappo, an old PCMCLA hard
drive/CD-ROM controller, or ZIP,
the mass storage device from
!OMEGA,  which most users plug,
via a SCSI interface such as the
squirrel into the PCMCIA slot. ZIP
drives are fast, barely slower than a
hard drive, store 100Mb on a i'15
disk and are as robust as a floppy.
Top devices.
3. Yes.' Hard drives may sound to
those who haven't used them like a
minor convenience, but buy one and
you will never regret IL They cost
very little now and we cannot over
emphasise how much easier and bet-
ter it makes using a computer.

CD-ROM drives are great, main-
ly because they allow you to use our
amazing CUCD-ROMs every month,
which is kind of like getting 700 odd
floppies mounted on the cover only
quicker and a lot less heavy, but i f
you don't have a hard drive, save up
and buy one as soon as possible.
You will thank us.
4. Yes, and Yes. I t is called the
Apollo 620, and we gave it 91%
when we reviewed it a year ago.
Shop around for best price or call
Visage on 0115 9444500.

H o le  i n  m y  O W
I have recently
joined the
'Information
Superhighway'
and am making
my own pages. I

need to make transparent GIFs
(GIF89a or something?), however
I can't find a way to do this on
my Amiga 1200 (WB3.0, 2+4Mb
RAM, 2.1Gb HD).

I've read about loaders/savers
that allow you to do this for vari-
ous software e.g. PPaint. but I
can't find such software any-
where. I own PPaint 6.4 and
Photogenics 1.2, if that's of
any help.

Adam Smolarczyk,
adam_sgaustraliamail.com

PM:tint is a great tool for producing
artwork for Web pages but the GIF
loader is not included in PPaint 6.4.
GIFs are a proprietary datatype
and commercial use has to be paid
for  -  hence Cloanto supply the GIF
loader as PD rather than with
the release.

However. GM's 'owners',
Unisys, are coming down on this
too, so your best bet is either to
upgrade to the brilliant PPaint 7
which has GIF support, or use a
graphics conversion utility such as
Uhraconvert, which will convert
IFFs and A nims to GU's and
AnimGlEs with transparency.

1 7 "  t o o  big?
I currently own an
Amiga 1200 with
6Mb RAM, 210
Mb hard disk and
50MHz '030 accel-
erator. I am now

seriously considering upgrading
my Amiga again and would appre-
ciate your help.
1. In the August 96 issue of CU,
there was a review of the
Microvitec M1764 17" monitor.
Is there a 14 or 15" version of
this Monitor?
2. I am going to buy a CD-ROM
drive and later a tower case with
Zorro slots for my machine but
am unsure which CD-ROM drive
to buy. Which ones would quite
happily work with my standard
Al200 and could at a latter date
be placed into a tower case?
3. By how much will an FPU
speed up packages such as
Imagine 4?
4. Are there any plans to run C•i- •
tutorials in future issues of CU
Amiga Magazine?

Christopher Caleb, The Republic
of Email.

I. Microvitec do produce a 14
-  m o n i -tor, the 1438, although it is not a
smaller version of the 1764. However,
it is a good multi-sync monitor for
use with video modes and graphics
cards. I I  lacks the excellent digital
screen mode controls of the 1764 but
is still highly recommended.
2. Any 100% ATAP1 standard IDE
drive will work.
3. A lot. An FP( can actually make
significantly more difference to
maths intensive software such as
Imagine than a CPU upgrade.
4. A few readers have expressed an
interest in this idea recently, we'll
look into it.

M y  o w n  g a m e

0  I recently designed

a space strategy
game and was
hoping you
could give me
some advice:

1. I was thinking of sending the
design to a software company for
evaluation; how detailed would
the design need to be?
2. How would you recommend I
copyright my game?
3. Which software company
should I send the design to?
4. If the design is accepted and
published, what sort of royalty
would I get?
5. What are the chances of a
design from someone outside the
company being accepted in the
current Amiga market?

M. Smith, Bramley, Leeds.

1. Oddly, not too detailed! I f you send
100 pages of designs, no-one will
have time to look at it Your first
letter should contain just enough
detail to give a good idea of what the
game is about and to intrigue the
software company enough that they
want to contact you to find out more,
and no longer.
2. As soon as you write something,
you have copyright. To protect your
copyright, post a copy by registered
mail to yourself before you post it
to anyone else and make sure you
keep the envelope sealed.
3. Look for companies still active
on the A miga, whose products
are close but not too similar to
your idea.
4. This depends on the individual
company, how many people are
required to work on the project, and
how complex the coding, graphics
and sound are, and so on. I f  you are
worried about being ripped off, look
for  a software agent to negotiate
your contract,
S. There aren't a lot of Amiga games
being produced these days, so the
demand for designers isn't high. You
may have more luck if you go to a
software house which converts to
other systems as well However, there
will always be interest in a design
good enough to be the next Worms. •

Send your OE M problems to
You can send your technical problems [or answers - Ed]
to CU Amiga by the following means.
By letter to ObA, CU Amiga, Priory Court, 30-32 Farnngdon Lane,
London, E CM 3AU.
Email. 0
,
-  
A r i i
i : c u  
A m i
g a .
c o .
u k
.

 SAES PLEASE We regret that we can't respond to
readers' questions by post or over the phone Please do not
include a stamped addressed envelope with your letters as we
simply don't have time to answer the thousands we receive.
Responses are only available through the pages of this magazine
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B r a i n w a s h e d
Having read January's issue of
CU Amiga Magazine, I just had to
write in to agree with James
Pullens' comments (letter of the
month). The Amiga must shout
out. It is losing ground rapidly
because there is no one out there
shouting about how good it is.
The Amiga is a powerful machine
especially for us home users. As
has been stated and no doubt
time and time again will be said it
can do what any PC can do. If
people can be lead away so easi-
ly then the Amiga must be in
there doing battle with the PC. So
let's see some brainwashing for
the Amiga.

Keith McMaster,
East Yorkshire.

We try and do our best, really ore do.

1 0 2
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she s there to matte sure nobody runs with scissors

hat
D o n ' t  b e  sh y ,  fi n d  y o u r  v o i c e  a m o n g s t  t h e  t h o u s a n d s
o f  A m i g a  o w n e r s  o u t  t h e re .  W r i t e  in  t o  B a c k c h a t  a n d
g e t  y o u rs e l f  a n d  y o u r  v i e w s  n o t i c e d .

I Not  brainwashing mind, Keith but in
keeping people informed about just
how great the Amiga is. Maybe we
may see some form of  advertising

for  the Amiga in the near future. So,
fingers crossed.

Shopped again
Though I think your section shop-
pers corner where you name
stores which stock Amiga pro-
grams is a good idea, especially in
these times when its so hard to
get Amiga software in the high
street. I do think you should check
up more on the information given
to you. For example, in January's
edition you mention a few shops
in Wood Green which claimed to
have Amiga software but they
don't. Multimedia Discount Shop:
this does have a small Amiga
game section labout 13 games)
most of which are either old or

compilations as
opposed to about 200
PC games/programs, I
wouldn't travel any dis-
tance to get games
from here. Tandy: they
have a kind of bargain
bin and have absolute-
ly no Amiga software
there anymore.
WHSmith: again, they
used to have, but this
was a long time ago,
there is NO Amiga
software there at all.
The place your most
likely to acquire Amiga
games is called
Shekhana Computers
and Communications.
Its next to the video
shop opposite the
bingo hall at Wood
Green. They have
about 40 titles there.
The newest being
Worms, though most

of them were pretty old Hit Squad
re-releases

Desmond
Anglin, London.

Thank you for your comments
Desmond. The list you mention was
compiled by us and based on
research we carried out ourselves
quite a long time ago. These were
included to kick off our new listings
section so we accept that the level of
service may have changed, However,
we have introduced a more detailed
service whereby readers send in
their comments so you get a more up
to date picture (see column far
right). This service will be
updated every six months to keep it
currently relevant. Hope that
answers your query and you got a
free plug for  Shekhana Computers.

Suspect  survey
I picked up your January issue
from my local Amiga dealer and
noticed a survey form in there. I
thought I might answer this sur-
vey, but could not find the form
on the CD. Surely you don't
expect us to type it all in do you?
Of course readers in the UK will
probably just write their answers
on the form and post it in, but
that would be much more expen-
sive for us over here on the other
side of the world. Whereas Email
is only a cent or two__

If the survey form is on the
CD, could you tell us the path to
the file? Getting onto specific
questions I found one to be par-
ticularly strange - the one about If
I bought a IBM PC, how soon
would I stop reading CU Amiga.
Maybe you don't realise it, but
not every Amiga owner that buys
a PC does so to replace their
Amiga. In fact I bought a PC

clone two years ago, for work
purposes. This does not mean I
use my Amiga any less, or stop
buying Amiga magazines.

The Amiga is a hobby, and I
enjoy using it (well them actually.
I have a 1200 and a B2000.) The
same cannot be said for the PC. I
have been using an Amiga for the
last 10 and a half years and will
probably continue to do so for
the next 10 years, and will contin-
ue buying your magazine (as long
as I can get the CD version).

Of course like any of these
surveys, a lot of the questions
are for your advertisers benefit,
rather than anything to do with
the magazine or Amigas or even
computing as a whole. I can't see
what relevance the consumption
of alcohol is a m  a Baha'i. I don't
drink alcohol) but I hope you
don't intend to have alcohol
advertising in your magazine.

Ross Deeley, USA.

You're right, there was an awful lot
In that survey to fill  in. Directives
from 'above' came to us at a very
late date that a survey was going to
be included with that issue, and
because of the tuning of this deci-
sion it was not quite to our liking
(handled by a different department
from the normal editorial team).

We did actually have a version of
that survey on our  Web site for a
time and got lots of useful feedback
from that. We'll  continue to put
other much smaller occasional ques-
tionnaires on the Web site, so drop
in every now and then to see what's
up (www.cu-amiga.co.uk).

Most of those 'lifestyle' questions
are indeed posed to see i f it's worth-
while for companies outside of the
Amiga scene to take advertising
space in CU Amiga.

We'll be publishing the results of
that survey and the survey carried
out on the Web site in a forthcoming
issue (at the time of writing the
results are being compiled, so we
should be able to bring them to sou
next issue). I t will be interesting to
see how many people said they
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So its finally arrived: the new computer that
will save the Amiga users from the current
situation! We should all thank the mighty
Phase 5 for bringing us what we have been
looking for years. Does this means that the
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be wrong to say that the AkBox is just the
new Amiga. The A\Box has almost nothing to do with it! Wasn't
that what we had been waiting for? Something totally new. We
know that the Amiga has come to its maximum potential with the I
060 accelerators and I think that adding new processors to the old 4

- technology (eg PPC) is not a good solution. They could end up like
PCs: just plain old boosted technology.

The A\ Box is really the next BIG step for us I f  Phase 5 does-
n't screw up! We all know what happens when a new computer is

k  sold: all sorts of questions come to mind: should I buy it? Will it
be supported for a long time? Will there be any software?

I implore Phase 5 to allow maximum Amiga emulation on his
new machine. This is really important because being unable to
use old Amiga software could stop people from buying. Also it is

crucial to ensure that some 'basic' software is available
when the A\Box comes out. Not really games

(although it surely could help), but
development software like an adapt-
ed C language, a music creation

\ to o l (SoundStudio2?). a graphic
package (DPaint VI?), a raytracer,

maybe a multimedia show 0maker (Scala 5?), etc
because I swear won't buy a
machine on which I can't c re a k
ate, and that's the reason I 4
1 1 1bought an Amiga and not a
PC! So the Amiga as we
know it will probably sur-
vive, as it is now thanks to
Amiga enthusiasts and to
Public Domain (thanks
Aminet1).The A‘Box really
represents the new break-
through in terms of tech-
nology but also as a
commercially viable •
product. I have my
fingers crossed

Diego Pappalardo,
Emailand.

Well it hasn't quite arrived yet but we were so excited about it that we
had to tell the world. As you say, it's not actually an Amiga, but irs w
we have been waiting for. The Amiga scene is loyal, but those involved
in ir know what they want: a cutting edge affordable creative computer
platform. As an Amiga magazine it might seem strange that we are
pushing a non-Amiga platform when others are singing the praises of
other proposed official ,4migas, but we have a duty to give our reader-
ship honest, informed opinion. Let's hope this pioneering work Irma
Phase 5 shakes up the ideas over at QuikPak, who currently seem to
have a less realistic line up of new Amigos.

would like to see more dogs and
cats in the magazine, as asked by
one question!

Lynx footy
In the November issue, the site of
the month in your comms section
was the Carling Premiership site,
This site is wonderful if you have
a graphical browser. But if there

are people out there who use
ALynx extensively, a Lynx friendly
site for UK soccer results is
http://soccernet.corn.

John Tomic, Melbourne.
Australia. Email: a tom gna t-
space.netau

CU and Uti footy fans thank you.

BACXCHAT

Come and get  i t
The following is a listing of recommended stockists who supply,
Amiga products. If you don't see your favourite shop in here, pl
fill Out the form below and send it in to us

' BRADFORr GAME, 4 Darley, Bradford, West Yorkshire. Tel: 01274 305055. (Games.
utilities, CO32s.) *  •  I I

, EASIBORME: Electromics Boutique Eastbome Arndale Centre. (Games, accessories)). * *  •  •  I I

WIER Electromics Bentinas, High Street, Exeter, Devon. (games, utilities, educa-
tional software and accessones). * *  •  II

, INVERNESS: Electronics Boutigao, Eastgate Centre, Inverness. Tel: 01463 716 464.
j
. 
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LINCOLN, Micropoint, Sincil Si, Lincoln (games and repairs) * *  •

MANCHESTER Classic Vide,, 11 Deansgate, Greater Manchester, Tel: 0161 723
1638. (Software, CDs, CO32, floppies, PO, hardware accessories.) * *  •  •

NEWCASTLE: GAME, Eldon Square, Newcastle, Northumberland. Tel: 0191 274 7321.
(Games, programs, CDs, magazines and books). * * *  •  U •

AMPTORI• Direct Software, 166 Birchfield Road East NorthaMpton Tel; 01604
499. (Tons and tons of software) * * *  IN •  •

PLYMOUTH: GAME, Plymouth. (games, joypads, joysticks). * * *  •  •

ROTHERHAM Micro Taw The Guardian Centre, netherkam South Yorkshire. Tel: 01709
36000, (Games including CD32 stuff, CO-ROMs, Al200s, hard drives including a

0 free fitting service). * * *  •
SOUTHAMPIO
N 
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(Secondhand Amiga programs, hardware, PD Library, blank discs).** •  •
II tame: 12 Bargate, Southampton, Hants. Tel: 01703 237771, * *  •  I I

*  quantity of goods available. *very little **average ***moun ta ins

•  quality of service, Epoor E•good  Ellnexcellent

For this morrth's entries thanks to: Wayne Pyram, Lincoln. Gareth Murfin,
Newcastle. Dave Enfield, Southampton. Charlie Penny, Hants. Andrew Firtzgerald,
Rotherham. Jason Hill, Cornwall. Stephen Wolstenholme, West Yorkshire, MJ Kay,
Bolton. Colin Kennedy, Isle of Lewis. Martin Dan, East Sussex. Graham Hamilton,
Devon. Ken Smith, Lancashire.
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Ptrewe High Street Micros
Doncaster The Computer Store

et-shire Microgenesis
HMV (Oxford Street), Multimedia Discount Shop (Woodgreen)

/tool Game
'es, Electronic Boutique, Tandy, Silica (Debenhams)
Boots (Amdale Shopping Centre), WHSmith (Amdale Shopping Centre),

, Game
Mall Game, Virtual Reality

rough Chips Computers
Microtron

Screen Arts (Eastbank Street)
Multimedia

OR M

Addis's

▪ o
l 
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i l

p addout

Tol •
el pmiincts ea sale
iity el 'eels mailable: l e e l i t y  el service:

Very Little L I  heroes i l eentei es F - 1  Poot G e n i i  r . 1  bunion

Tkoak pm ler taking Ike time eat is fill ia this lam Help keep die Amiga alive.
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Kagliint'S  h i m
by Tony  Hor ga n
This month you're one big step
closer to being able to master your

“ I  w i t h  a  s in g le  b l a n k  C D  se t t in g  yo u
b a c k  a b o u t  a  fi ver,  D I Y  C D  p ro d u c t i o n  is

n o w  a  so l id  a f f o rd a b l e  real i t y .  5 5

•  Liss CAW ig
CI k i p  lide si•o's

Depot! EdibK
by  Li Sd Cof fi ns
The Amiga is supposed to be the ulti-
mate home computer: cheap and
well catered for in terms of software

4 4  Isn ' t  t h e re  a n o t h e r  a re a  t h a t  h o m e

c o m p u t e r s  a r e  u sed  f o r?  Yes  ed u ca t i o n .

Bu t  w h e r e ' s  al l  t h e  s o f t w a re ?  5 5

own audio CDs from your Amiga,
thanks to this months excellent
SoundStudio cover mount.

Who knows? Maybe were on the
brink of fawning a whole cottage
industry of people producing music
from their bedrooms on their Amiga,
cutting their own CDs and then
perhaps selling them direct to the
market themselves, cutting out the
middleman all together.

Perhaps it's long way off until this
is a reality but until very recently
mastering your own music CDs was
Out of the question. CD audio writing
'machines' would cost thousands of
pounds and were only available from
a select few professional audio
shops. Now you can get a CD-ROM
drive that also writes CDs for
around £300! With a single blank CD
setting you back about a fiver, DIY
CD production is now a solid
affordable reality.

This is one of those little techno-
logical revolutions that seems to
creep up and then suddenly jump out
at an unsuspecting public.

For computer-based musicians
this is as big a step forward as the

for games, word processing. DTP
graphics and music. Hang on, isn't
there another area that home corn-
puters are used for? Yes, education.
But where's all the software?

Generalisations can be annoying
but more often than not, there is a
grain of truth in them. Generally
speaking, most home computers are
bought by parents to do a bit of home
accounting, word processing and so
on while the kids can use it to play
games and help with their homework.
And in today's climate children need
all the help they can get in trying to
educate themselves.

We are supposed to be in the
technological era, our children are
meant to be reciting binary in their
sleep and surfing the Net for their
recreation time.

So where is all the Amiga's educa-
tional software? There just isn't any,
at least nothing much appeared in
the last couple of years. Correct me
if I'm wrong but I only know of
Guildhall's 'Ten Out of Ten' educa
tional range and some encyclopedia
from Epic. Hardly, enough material to

-*  *

emergence of MIDI and even
sampling. A musician on a budget
can now press up commercial quality
CDs with nothing more than a com-
puter. No mixer, no keyboards, no
effects units, in fact none of that tra-
ditional outboard gear is actually
required any more.

Compared to mastering to DAT,
cutting a CD is infinitely more useful.
Apart from studios and record
company Hos, who do you know
that actually has a DAT player? Now
compare that to how many people
you know in possession of a CD
player What format would you
rather use?

If you still think there's a catch,
you're still convinced this can't quite
be true, think again. You don't even
need a 16-bit sound card or a fast
Amiga. With a CD-writer (doubling as
a conventional CD-ROM of course)
and SoundStudio, all you need is any
Workbench 2 or more recent Amiga.
a couple of megs of RAM. a hard
drive and some CD writing software
-  that's it! Now it that's not a techno-
logical revolution then I don't know
what

formulate young Einsteins let alone
give a helping hand with the basics
of the three Rs or anything as taxing
as learning a new language.

Perhaps the advent of the Internet
taking off has replaced the need for
children to have educational software
as they can find out most information
they want here, once they've sifted
through all the other irrelevant mater-
ial that the Net seems to be
crammed full of.

However, not every child has
access to a modem. PC software
manufacturers recognise this and
have the market well sussed. There
are copious amounts of learning and
educational material available for the
PC. There is even a new magazine
coming out dedicated just to chil-
dren's educational software on the
PC, so the demand is there.

don't know the real reasons why
there isn't any educational software
available for the Amiga (opinions are
welcomed an can be sent in to me at
the usual address) but I do know that
it is an opportunity is being missed
Out on. Please rectify.III
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Mat  Etetti nson
We find ourselves in much the same
situation as before; yet another
company looking to take over owner-
ship of the Amiga and manufacture
them once again.

However, this time the situation is
a lot different and we are in the more
fortunate situation of instead of hav-
ing more than one major contender.
This puts us in a better position than
solely relying on one saviour for
the Amiga. As we have unfortunately
discovered to our disappointment in
the past relying on one saving light is
not a good idea.

Most of these contenders are

by Andrew Korn
With computing now so much a part
of our culture, it had to happen. There
has been the odd cheesy Space
Invaders inspired trash-pop track in
the lower reaches of the charts
before, but White Room's 'Abort.
Retry. Fail' which has just reached
number 1. is as far as I remember the

actually either producing machines
or planning to produce something
resembling an Amiga so again this
is welcome news.

However, they all appear to be
coming from different angles when it
comes to their vision of the way
forward for the Amiga.

So what exactly is the current
situation as it stands and how is it
different from what we have
seen before?

Firstly OuikPak are actually a
manufacturing company. Already
they are making promises about
releasing new up-spec Arnigas, you
know, the kind we said Commodore
should have released several
years ago.

Coupled with promises of new
machines, QuikPak have gone on
record as saying they're looking to •
the incredibly powerful Dec Alpha
RISC chip instead of the Motorola
PowerPC_

However, the drawback with this
is that its too expensive for the low-
end market, so low-end machines
will continue to be 680x0 based This
philosophy goes against previous
wisdom and makes the gap between
the Phase 5 PowerUp and A\BOX
yet wider.

It's Phase 5 which is the second
major difference this time around.
Even though they may not be in the
running for ownership of the Amiga

first song to use the language of
computing as a mode of semiotic
discourse_ What this means in plain
English, is that computing has
entered public consciousness to such
a degree that a phrase which derives
from computing can be successfully
used to parallel an emotional idea, in
this case the parallel being the lack of
communication between two people
and the lack of communication
between a human and a PC_

The phrase 'Abort, Retry, Fail' is
one people who used PCs in the bad
old days will find spine chillingly
familiar. Anyone who first experi-
enced PCs in the days before
Windows '95 actually made the PC a
useable GUI based machine
(Windows 3_1 was too painful to use,
you really had to stick to MS-DOS if
you wanted the machine to do any-
thing) will have, somewhere on their
souls, a little scar marked Abort,
Retry, Fail'.

The first time you came across
this little seemingly harmless group-
ing of words was usually when you
tried to change directory to a volume

alot
4 4  T h e m a r k e t  isn ' t  b ig  e n o u g h  f o r  al l  o f

yo u ,  f o r  Pe t e ' s  s a k e  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a n d  t ry

t o  o rg an i se  s o m e  c o m m o n  g ro u n d  . . . 9 ,

itself, no-one can deny that they've
done more to take the Amiga forward
than any other company. Indeed they
would appear to be the only hope for
a true next generation Amiga before
the next Millennium.

So we find the next probable com-
pany to own the Amiga will produce
Amigas as we know them (and is
already doing so) albeit more expen-
sively and with some half reasonable
specifications at last.

Meanwhile Phase 5 are set to
release the PowerUp to the Amiga
market - something that will be suc-
cessful and which surely QuikPak
can't ignore with reference to their
Dec Alpha statements.

ProDAD are also working on a
platform-independent AmigaOS style
operating system which is a funda-
mentally great idea although Phase 5
are doing the same and QuikPak will
presumably port AmigaOS to the
Dec Alpha.

Lord have mercy, this is insane!
The market isn't big enough for all of
you. for Pete's sake get together and
try to organise some common
ground for ALL our sakes•

that didn't exist. First you would
Retry, Maybe it had just gone a little
wrong. But no. it just asked you
Abort. Retry, or Fail again. What next?
Time to give up, tell it to abort. Uh-
uh. Try that and what does it say?
Abort, Retry, or Fail?

If you are new to computing, Fail
sounds a little drastic, maybe even
dangerous, you don't know what
damage you might do. You just want
out, to abort, so you type A again. No
luck. You start to get wound up, ham-
mering the A key, yelling at the
machine, begging the little M i l  to
understand what you are telling it to
do_ Eventually, with fear and trepida-
tion, and not a little desperation, you
hit F for fail.
c s

Maybe computers are more
human than we thought.•

PMES OF VII1V

•  Not kubsam b
CU Il l•p litagatiors
Ihmi•cal Etna

' T h e  phrase  Abort„ Retry, Fa il is one
people  w h o  used PCs in the  ba d old

days will fend spine  chilliregly familiar . , 9
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argiv Cinema40 V3 E 1 9 9 . 9 5
NEW Ci nemaIONT E 3 9 . 9 5
Ne w  CinemaWORLD £ 3 9 . 9 5

Termite £ 3 9 . 9 5
TermiteTCP E 3 9 . 9 5
Studio II Professional E 4 9 . 9 5
Disk Magic 2  £ 3 9 . 9 5
Maxon Magic L 2 9 • 9 5
Media Magic £ 4 9 . 9 5
Upper Disk Tools  E 1 4 . 9 5
HiSoft C++ E l  69.95
HiSoft C++ Lite £ 7 9 . 9 5
Oevpac 3 £ 4 9 . 9 5
HighSpeed Pascal £ 7 9 . 9 5
HiSoft BASIC 2 E 4 9 . 9 5
Gamesmith  E 7 9 . 9 5
Twist 3 Database E 9 9 . 9 5
ProHight Simulator  E 1 9 . 9 5
Aura 8 £ 3 4 . 9 5
Aura 16 E 9 9 . 9 5
Clarity 16  E 1 2 9 . 9 5
ProMidi Interface E 2 4 . 9 5
M
e
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VideoMaster E 6 9 . 9 5
VideoMaster RGB E 1 0 9 . 9 5
VideoMaster AGA E 7 9 . 9 5
VideoMaster AGA RG8 £ 1 2 9 . 9 5
ColourMaster £ 6 9 . 9 5

Zip Drive imt all estneei E 1 5 9 . 0 0
laz Drive case&  £ 4 4 9 . 0 0
SMD-100 MPEG decoder £199. 95
Classic Squirrel  £ 6 9 . 9 5
Surf Squirrel  L 9 9 . 9 5
2x CD-ROM Drive l...A  £ 8 9 . 9 5
4x CD-ROM Drivel.,,,g4 E l  29.95
12x CD-ROM Drive i . di  ..E229.95

Compatible with IBrowse
and most other browsers
I NCLUDES 120 - PAGE
CO LO UR/ O W MANUAL

• • • • •
•  
0 1 1 0
1 1 4 1
1 1 1 1
0
0  
0
0
0

V E R S I O N  1 .10
NOW SUPPORTS FRAMES

"Currently the most advanced
WWW browser.: CU Amiga

NET&WEE12
1THE SERIOUS SURFER'S

COMPLETE SOLUTION
Includes !Browse, Email & flP cli

plus the PPP-ability of Termitetea

HiSoft Systems-Your Safe Passage Through The Jungle

111FMASI
E X P L O S I O N  1 1 1

TWENTY THOUSAND
WEB-PAGE SIZED Gig AND PEGS

ON TWO COMPACT DISCS -
l o tINCL UDES

10,000 Buttons 1 ,0 0 0  Dividers
500 Bullets 2 5 0  Textures
750 Backgrounds 1,000 Photos
250 Banners 7 , 0 0 0  Clip art Images

4  7

• 1 ,

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

la  poor e r  " 1
0 1
1
1 1 1 - 1

•

0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 . • •
N E T a l i v E 8  Y O U R  EASY 1 1 1 ! M

I N T E R N E W
CONNECTI OI r l

includes IBMS., Imam& FM EOM •
Cimpatible with H M I  Ind •

iSeft
S Y S T E M S

NEW LOW PRICIC

HiSoft Systems
The Old School
Green field
Bedford MK45 50E

ALL MAJOR CREDlT CARDS ACCEPTED

POSTAGE E2, COUP VER EA (NEXT DAY EN
1•ro, u t o - l o o  I co-pou onrws COM M R 04W.4

L'hone 01525 718181
,
'
a
x 
0
1
5
2
5 
7
1
3
7
1
6

:mail salesPhisol l .co.uk

,  N E W  -4
4--,dogr "  ' I O N  111
1
11
Im
-

r t I L L  0 5 0 0  2 2 3  6 6 0  F R E E &
4 / a

FREE
SURFIN•

BOOK
WITH

NETAWEB2



S E R I O U S LY

68030 25MHZ I NCLUDI NG 25MHZ FPU 199.95

68030 33MHZ I NCLUDI NG 33'MHZ FPU 1138_95
68030 50MHZ I NCLUDI NG 33MHZ FPU CLOCKED UP TO 50MHZ •E189.95

MEMORY SI MMS

4M8 S I MM 72-PIN 119.95
8MB SIMM 72-PIN £3995
16MB SI MM 72.PIN £99.95
32MB SIMM 72-PIN 1199.95
1 x  8  3 0
-
P I N

115.95
4 x  8 30•P1N £39.95

[ECO NO MY BOARD ALL INCLUDE 4MB RAM

r F A S T
E C O N O M Y

ACCELERATOR
B I 1 A
R D

1
0
0
*
1
1

FALCON BOARDS

' FALCON 68040RC 25MHZ 1279.95

VIPER BOARDS

VIPER 33 MKI I  BARE
VIPER 33 MKI I  4M8
VIPER 33 MKI I  8M8
VIPER 33 MKI I  16MB

BLIZZARD 50 BARE
' BLIZZARD 50 4MB

BLIZZARD 50 8MB
BLIZZARD 50 16MB

The V iper 33 can have up t o
128MB RAM ins talled,  f u l l
Kickstart remapping,  op t iona l
SCSI-II adaptor,  on-board battery
backed clock, 68882 co-processor
opt ion,  ins t ruc t ion and data
burst modes.

1129,95
fl  5 9 .9 5
I I / 9 , 9 5
f 199.95

VIPER 33 MKI I  SCSI ADARFG9 95

O FFE RBLIZZARD BOARDS
,.
1 6803050MHz accelerator board with

l ip  to 128MB of  RAM ins tallable.

1 1
-
1
5

(189.95
1209.95
E239.95

1 C O
-
P R
O C
E S
S O
R S

fPU's c omple t e  w i t h  c rys tal.
State f o r Bliz z ard c ompat ib ilit y .

20MHZ FPU PLCC
33MHZ FPU PLCC
40MHZ FPU P iCC
50MH2 FPU PLC(

GVP 68060/ 68040

A500 68020EC

£20.95
139.95
160,95
179.95

VIPER M K I  S C S I
-
A D A P T O R  
1 7 9 . 9 5

A 68060 ac c elerator board  f o r
the A200014000 ru n n in g  a t
50MHZ and a l lo w in g  up  t o
128mb of  use ins tallable memory
and a SCSI-2 hard disk c ont roller.

A2000 68040 25MHZ 1 4 8 9 . 9 5
A2000 68040 40MHZ 1 5 8 9 . 9 5
A2000 68060 OMB RAM 1699.95
44000 68060 OMB RAM 1799.95
4MB GVP RAM ADD fl " 9 5

A 68020EC processor ac c elerator
card f o r  t he A500 and 4500+,
wi t h  an o p t io n  t o  i t  a 68881
or 68882 c o-proc es s or (PLCC
OR PGA). This  c ard can fi t  up
to 4MB Fas tRAM and is  f u l ly
auto-c onfi g.  No t  c ompa t ib le
wit h  GVP Hard  Driv e.

68020EC OMB RAM 1 9 9 . 9 5
6 8 0 2 0 EC 4 M B  R A M  1 9 9 . 9 5

PRICES INC. VAT
I SEE  DP S  A D  FO R O RDE R FO RM

S P E C I A L
X4 SPEED CD-ROM

INC.SQUIRREL AND FREE SOFTWARE

FOR THE AMI GA 600/ 1200

l o w
°TURBO BOARDS

Performanc e 10 t imes  o f  a
s tandard A600 68020 CPU
clocked a t  28MHZ,  68882 FPU
clocked a t  28MHZ,  u p  t o  BMB
fas tRAM. a u t o c o n t ig u ra t in g .
Socket f o r  72-p in  SIMM.

TURBO 620 f119'.95

Performanc e 25 t imes  o f  a
s tandard 41200.  68040 CPU
wit h  25MHZ.  Up  t o  32MB
FastRAM, au t oc onfi gu ra t ing ,
socket f o r  72 -p in  SIMM.

TURBO 1240 25MHZ +8M81269.95

O FFE R

01234 851500

£179.95

E99.95

Performanc e 40 t imes  o f  a
s tandard A l2 0 0 .  68060 CPU
wit h  50MHZ.  Up t o  32MB
FastRAM, au t oc onfi gu ra t ing ,
socket f o r  72-p in  SIMM.

TURBO 1260 SOMHZ •8mar499 95

Performance 3 times of  a s tandard
A4000/040. 68040 CPU w i t h
40MHZ. Up  t o  128MB Fas tRAM,
aut oc onfi gura t ing ,  4  sockets
for 72-pin SIMM. Specify desktop
or t o we r  v ers ion.

TU R BO 4 0 4 0  4 0 M H Z  1 4 6 9 • 9 5

Performanc e 4-5 t imes  o f  a
s tandard A4000/040.  s u it ab le
for the A3000 and A4000. 68060
CPU w i t h  50MHZ,  u p  t o  128Mb
FastRAM, au t oc onfi gura t ing ,  4
sockets f o r  72-p in  SIMM.
Specify desktop or tower vers ion.

TURBO 4060 50MHZ £ 6 9 9 .9 5
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UNI T 8 2 A SI NGER WAY
WOBURN RO AD I ND.  ESTATE

KEMPSTON MK4 2  7PU
TEL: 0 1 2 3 4  8 5 1 5 0 0
FAX : 0 1 2 3 4  8 5 5 4 0 0

EMAI L: sa l es@ power c.
de m on•c o•uk


