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MARCH 1997 « CONTENTS

Something for everyone
this month. I'm determined
to give every reader the best
value possible throughout
the whole magazine, because
let's face it, without you, the
reader, we wouldn't be here at all. That's
why we've got the awesome SoundStudio
as this month's main application (check
out the CD audio track for taste of what it
can do) backed up by the brilliant Chaos
Engine 2 from those Bitmap Brothers. In

the mag you'll find a complete trouble-
shooting guide to printers and everything
you need to know about making music
with your Amiga. As for ‘Graphics
Overdrive’, that comes in the form of the
first review of the Cybervision 3D card
and a round-up of stacks of shareware
graphics software.

e

20 Turn your Amiga into a
Professional Sound Studio

With this month's revolutionary OctaMED SoundStudio
cover disk software you have the unique opportunity of
transforming your Amiga into a 16-bit multi-channel music
machine with hard disk recording! You just won't believe
the possibilities that are now open to you, whatever Amiga
you have. This is the big time!

28 Printers: Problem Solved!

We've all got them: printers and problems. The combination

to printer perfection. Larry Hickmott is here to explain

friendly printers, details of all the various types of printer

of a printer and an Amiga can be a minefield of troubles,
but once you know the tricks of the trade it's plain sailing

everything you need to know to get the whole lot working
in complete harmony, along with a top ten chart of Amiga-

technology and a hefty question and answer section.

12 EMIAP Images 1995, Mo part of this magarine may be reproduced i avy dam, githar electravic o
mschanical, or sobi mafvoul the express wiitien pemicsion of the pablisher Cover fisks reman the
cospeght of their rispective Sepghers and may w0t be fugkcanad, fistribetsd ar sold o withas ther
parmigsion. AN matesial sd prices are beeved fn be accurata al fhe time of joveg ba res: O fusiga
Weagarine atiempty to meindain the hphest standins. bt cammal be hebl respansible for eay emors,
fecsunl ar otherwise which may have imadvistenty ciapd bbo e issie N of the reviews. or prawerws
iy action of this maganie constiale jad fot ar etferwics salicied acverizements far tha prid
uct r supphiar C Amiga Magaziat is 40 indepedent pablization and tha apisines agressed by its
rawmwers are thaw awa. friee of aey putside eecumirince.

AMIGA i

Cover Disks and Super CD-ROM

8 OctaMED SoundStudio

This really is the ultimate Amiga music pack-
age in every sense, light years ahead of
OctaMED 6. On page 8 you'll find a brief intro-
duction to the program, while a fuller feature
can be tracked down on page 20 (see above).

6 The Chaos Engine 2

Finally it's arrived. The long-awaited
exclusive cover disk demo of the Bitmap's
instant classic awaits you. A fierce blast for
either one or two players.

12 Super CD-ROM 8

Leading the way in Amiga CD-ROMs, we
continue with another disc packed with web
sites, games, utilities, graphics, demos and
everything from the floppy disk edition, plus
an exclusive CD audio track created with this
month's OctaMED SoundStudio package.

By
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COVER DISKS

COver

Cover disk 152
OctalVIED

SoundStudio
OK, first things first, make sure
you write protect the disk
before you go any further.
Installation of OctaMED
SoundStudio is very straight-
forward. Load up Workbench
and format a couple of blank
disks. Then insert disk 152
and double click on it. The
disk window will open up to
reveal a pair of lcons. Double click on the
first icon and in a few moments you will be asked to insert a
blank disk and press return. Follow the on=screen instructions
and disk one will be unpacked to the floppy for you. Write pro-
tect your new OctaMED SoundStudio disk one, and repeat the
procedure for disk two by clicking on the second icon and
inserting the second blank disk when prompted. The OctaMED
5SS disks aren’t bootable; to use them you will have to start
Workbench first. There are two icons in disk one titled
Floppy_assigns and Floppy_fonts. Click on these and every-
thing is ready to run. Hard disk users will have to depack to
floppies first, as described above. There is no HD installer, you
will have to transfer the files yourself. Click on the readme_
first! icon in disk one for full instructions on how to do this.
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tructions

Cover disk 153
The Chaos Engine 2

Welcome to the amazing Chaos
Engine 2. You will be glad to
know that this game needs no
installation — I'm sure you are all
itching for some Steampunk
action, so just switch on, boot
from disk 163 and go!

After a few moments you will
be presented with an option
screen. Move the joystick up
and down to pick your selec-

tion, then press fire. First you
are d to chose a one or
i me, then you are
offered a choice of four char-
acters to play. The Navvie is slow
and dumb but totally nails, the Gentleman fast and clever but
weak, the Brigand average but smart and the Mercenary average but
aggressive. Once you have chosen, press fire again and soon you
will be presented with a briefing screen which tells you what to do.
Fire will enc and get you to the action.
Gamep s quite straightforward. To progress through the level
you must switch wall switches by walking up to them and pressing
fire, and open doors (if you h a key) in a similar way. Any dyna-
mite you may find can be thrown by pointing in the way you want it
chucked and holding the fire button for a few seconds, and you can
shoot the nasties by ... no, you can figure that one out yoursealves.
The level ends when one or other player has made their way to
ast door with the key, so watch out. Your so-called partner may
suddenly turn on you just when you thought you were safe...
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L ERAB... Freezes Frames”

way to Grab Images on yourAmiga

The revolutionary 5-VHS ProGrab™ 24RT Plus with Teletext is not only the best way to get
crisp colour video images into your Amiga, from either live broadcasts or taped recordings, i
‘ R NEW... also costs less than any of its rivals. This real time PAL/SECAM/NTSC* 24-Bit colour frame

CHECK OUT ou lers § . grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of image grabbing on the Amiga and, at the same
proTel™, sound d Samp 4 - time, has received rave reviews for its ease of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab™
nd F’CMC!A 'lﬂte"fac & has earned honours from just about every Amiga magazine and Video magazines too!

And... with ProGrab™ you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technology, a
simple 3 stage operation ensures the right results - Real Time, after time.

STAGE 1...

Sefect any video source with SVHS or composite output. This
could be your camcorder, TV with SCART output, sateflite
receiver, domestic VCR/player or standard TV signal passing

through your VCR/player... the choice is yours

STAGE 2...

With ProGrab¥ software, select an image you

wish [0 capiure Lsing the an screen preview

window and Grab [because the hardware grabs
frarmes in real time, therss no need for a freeze

frame facility on the source devicel)

Once grabbed, simply download

-r'x r_j‘

V_d Grab images with
your camoorder

ﬁ including $vH3

ill and view the full image on your
Amiga screen. ProGrab als
or, Take a signal from a ~ includes a Teletext viewing
IV with SCART outpt. . and capturing facility from TV or satellite sources
Camcorder Lser commented STAGE 3.“ [
=] | ¥ 2 looking for 3 ngh resouon I Lse the ‘grabbed’ image with your favourite word
24 Do cigitiver then, € 1his pc rocessor, OTP
Emial J4RT -t':m".--ﬂ:;;rru!L or, Lise the signal from PrOCESy e i s
e for money.” your satellite receiver...
YA
ProGrab really does make
ProGirat™ - Vised Tht!eﬂ'u'rdwmmm ' |
E“'C'djﬂ Ui "IP *.I":l" Thits i esperially pleaing ar, Grab TV or video IE rhar 5|mp|E|
It becarwe the award comes from the pectures from your

Amiga Shopoer magazine’ readers
Our Satisfied Customers!

VCRS video output
including 5-wHS

ProGrab is just

£129.95... 0’2%%4%(“‘

ProGrab 24RT Plus PCMCIA INTERFACE Only

® Supports all recerst Amigas ard is s Rully AGA Chipset compatible. You can render lmages in any Weekbench r A1200 and AG600 ﬂsgl’
ECTeen mode resciution inchading HAMB mode |Amiga RAM permitting|. !
= Savet and Loads Wﬂﬂ- in IFFALBM, WRALBMI4, IPEG, BMP POX, and TARGA, file fonmacs, ProGrab saves amimabiord &
AnimS files and animatiord with sound requires FOMCA interface srd separate sound sampler) ax Anims + 5V fles. |1 ter FIVE
A range of image processing effects, paletie computing raulines JAGA only) and dithering methods are featured in Improwed arimaion speeds of ug oo 1 s |.r.._.--_.|.-u¢: 1.5fps [ookour]
PraGral Version 2.6.x. Photogenics fully supports ProGrab with a custom Laader 1o enable grabs directly from * S of arsmations dinect o your Amiga’ hard dn
wilhin the program - saving YOU timed = Fresng of your ".IFI|II wraliel Povt for Lee by ||:rrt.'\-'1 W her peraikel pefipheral
# Software has budt in mono and colour Animation lacites. Number of frames dependant upon Amigat RAM. 55 enlul kg and aremation capabiliie [separe wund empier g, e be

* Refease F.6.x toftware now incudes

» ADOITIOMAL TELETEXT FACIITIES - With either Terrestrial or Satedite TV signals, STEREO SOUND SAMPLERS

-

ional POMCE mfeface nciuces the 3les verson software and ester
offening the Iolicrsing Denelits
L JJLECKRS

ENOUS TfeTsian U

* LARGER PREVIEW WINDOW - Doublie Resolution and 4 times area of previcus ProGrab software. Tw high Guality BB sound samplers, specifically
= INTERMATIONAL SUPPORT - Now compatibie with composite PAL SECAM and NTSC deskgned for L FroGra 29RT™ digitisers
Straight from the bood E Ll F ACMCIA Inberfane requined)
ProGrab &5 suppied with just about everything youTl need The HiFi v ihures the same A0MHz AT
i ® ProGrab™ 24RT Plus Digitiser = Latest ProGrab Version 2.6.x Software pa e radp s FroGraty % 'f"".'“'-'fﬁ‘ v
- e Wty whis o ® Mains Power Supply Unit » Parallel Port Connecting Cable K "m_'_f % ’ e
[ i, v e 3 ASCH Tend for (e = User Manual = Input sockets for Composite and SVHS. 0Hz to F0KHz| than the

M ¥ (raphacs for st in your DF

& A video source cable will be

SCUATEX] DO PRALCH your D equipment - Ask for details

Standard Stereo Sampler £19.95

A = 2 Teeten? T ideo for Pro el .
E—ugh 3 2] WR ¥ {fandand Frodvab ha £ ARECANLTS . intevie moce oot e asadable wah AL ang 5
FECAM ok ProGrab™ supports any Amigs wi M o ET and 3 minimum of | Sk fee AU :Pt Hi-Fi Stereo 5ampler E24.95 y
Post or FAX i j ==
or FAX your requirements jquandiy 3 5 ;
fragie prices avalable] on the order form Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: Initial(s): Surname:
. provided OR, if you'd simply like further =
information please c:anta:t.._.\ Address:
County [Country|: Postcode:
Daytime Phone: Evening Phone: A 3
ProGrab Phs™ @ £129.95 £ . e g sy %ﬁj&r '
PCMCIA Interface @ E39.95 £ ¢ Please call for prices, shipping etc. f .
ProTef™ Teletext Decoder @ E44.95 £ Card holders signature:

Standard Stereo Sampler @ E£19.95 £
Hi-Fi Stereo Sampler & E24.95 & 2
Standard Defivery £7 [2/3 Working Days| £ 7:00
or an addtional £3 for Mext Working Day Delvery £ ¢

| nm TOTAL £ i
Gll'dm Harwood Computers Limited. pre] [ B S e e e
S New Street, Alfreton, Derbyshire DESS 76P [ Card No
rwﬁ;l.‘ 01773 B31040 "
email: 71.3557@compuserve.com i Valid From: Issue Number:
3 g5 [SwatChAAMEX iy [Switch Cinly)
! | : F =1 m I enclose a Cheque/Bank Draft/Postal Orderfor E  :  made payable to GORDON HARWOOD COMPUTERS LIMITED mﬁrﬂﬂﬁmm



TECH DISK
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“Frankly there is no other software f ever there was a pro-  incorporated with your existing
e gram that deserved the sample-based set-up. You'll find |
that can touch it in any deﬂ'art' accolade of Ultimate the audio track on this month's

rr = - A cover CD-ROM was produced
ment”, we said when we reviewed Softwate, it's OctaMED with just such a combination of

OctalVIED SoundStudio last year SoundStudio. The OctaMED MIDI and Amiga samples.
: series has been running for many SoundStudio performs a range

rating it at a jaw=-dropping 94%! years, gradually improving with of minor miracles whether you've
each new update, but until got a 2Mb AE00 Plus, a tooled up
Now this stunning piece of music SoundStudio, it A4D00T with a 16 bit card and CD-
- was limited by ROM writer or anything in
software is yours, ﬂ“"f , SRR " the basic con- between, transcending the previ-

straints of the ous limits of your Amiga and turn-
Amiga's B-bit ing it into an incredibly powerful
four channel music-making machine.
sound chip. -
Those con- Gettlllg started
straints are If you have the CD edition the
now blown best way to find out what
clean away, as SoundStudio can do is to load
SoundStudio one of the demo modules on
opens up a this month's CD. Otherwise find
world of possi- at least one multi-channel mod-
AT biliti ch ule to load and play. Select Open
as 64 sample channels, 14-bit  from the Project menu and
output from any Amiga, 16-bit then use the standard file
output via a range of sound cards, requester to choose a
realtime echo effects, stereo SoundStudio module from the
panning for each track,
Project Display [O0] Block Track Instr  Edit MIDI  Setting even direct to disk
Select... - recording in stereo 16

with CU Amiga Magazine.

Fabulous features
* Up to 64 sample channels

® 16-bit sound card support

® 14-bit output from a standard Amiga

* 65kHz maximum output rate

® Stereo panning for each track

* Record audio direct to disk

* Make your own audio CDs

* Mix and match 8/16 bit stereo/mono samples

* Load and save IFF, WAV, VOC, RAW & AIFF samples

Lt [t i e m— " on e AT
ger—— ’ wWnic dkES
e _ ﬂElE.lE - = _ ble to master tra
32 Playing Sequence... - | hard drive and copy
; Seotion List... e . ; them to audio CD with
(5et Uptions... ; e nothing more than

Tesl . 5etVolumes.. _ your Amiga and a CD-
i Set Annotation... i : ‘ ROM writer!

; il : ; MIDI musicians are

11 catered for too. A

| ' il comple DI system
can be driven from
SoundStudio with
ease, even seemlessly

L T A

saf A <]
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relevant section of the disk or CD.

Before you play the module,
make sure you have the ‘mixing’
mode activated. To do this, select
Set Options from the Song menu
and click on the 1-64 Ch Mixing
button, followed by Exit. This
takes SoundStudio out of stan-
dard Amiga four channel mode
and into its own special multi-
channel retargetable audio mode.

Next you can select your pre-
ferred output mode. Go to the
Settings menu and select Mixing
Settings. This gives you a number
of main output options listed at
the top left of the box. If you have
one of the 16-bit sound cards
included in the list, select that. If
not you can still use the Amiga
14-bit option for high quality out-
put from the standard Amiga
audio chip.

The other settings are also
important to get the best sound
quality from your set-up, but for
now just click the Stereo button
and then Exit. Now click the top
Play button next the Song on
the Main Control panel to hear
the tune.

You'll notice the pulldown
menus change as you select dif-
ferent sections of the program. If
at any time you want to get back
to the main menus, click on the
Main Control panel to activate it
and the available menus will
change. If you close any of the
editors or panels you can always
bring them back by selecting
them from the Display menu. Any
that aren't listed in the Display
menu can be activated from other
menu options.

Online help

At any time you can call up the
AmigaGuide online help docu-
ment by pressing the Help key.
This is a fairly comprehensive
guide to the many different areas
of the program and should
answer most questions and prob-
lems that arise as you find your
way around. W

introduction to OctaMED
SoundStudio you can get
started on our new tutorial
es, the first part of which
can be found on page 82. But

before you dive into that you
could take a look at our
feature on page 20, which has
everything you need to know
about turning your Amiga
into a complete professional
sound studio.

Main controls

The main control panel houses some of the more commonly used buttons and also offers quick
access to four of the most often used sub-editors. The top left corner houses the playing control
buttons: Play and Continue for both the whole song and the current bock, plus Stop. The D button
sets SoundStudio in record standby mode, started whenever you next press a key. Along the bot-
tom of the Main Control panel are three check boxes: Edit toggles edit mode in which your key-
board presses are recorded onto the current track, Space turns on double-space mode (can be
altered to any spacing you require) and Chord allows you to enter chords from the keyboard (limit-
ed on A1200 due to a hardware fault). The Oct button displays the current octaves assigned to the
keyboard. The top section displays the current instrument number, its name and its length

in bytes.

The four buttons in the middle of the panel open up the sub-editors below:

Sample List

This is a way of saving time when you want to
load in a new sample. Instead of fishing around
on a range of disks and drives to find the right
instrument, you can use this to browse your
sound collection from a pre-loaded list of all your
instrument directories. This is very handy if you
have a hard drive with a number of different
sample directories, and especially useful if you
are limited to working from floppy disks. If your
chosen sample is on a floppy or an unmounted
disk, you'll be asked to insert the relevant disk
by name.

To add your own sample directories to the
list, go to the Display menu and select Sample
List Editor. You can then add a number of direc-
tories which will be scanned for filenames and
added to the Sample List. Select Save List to
save the changes.

An instrument in SoundStudio is not necessarily
an B-bit Amiga sample. It could be B-bit or 16-bit
stereo or mono. It doesn't actually have to be a
sample at all. It could be a synthetic sound made
in the Synth Sound Editor or a hybrid cross
between a synth sound and a sample. It could
even be an external sample, which is a neat way
of cuing a sample via MIDI from a second Amiga
running SoundStudio. If you have an Aura sam-
pler you can set certain sounds to replay through
it, likewise with a Toccata card. However, these
last two selections are only relevant if you are
using standard four channel mode (as opposed
to 1-64 channel mixing mode).

Props

This jumps to the Instrument Properties window.
It offers quite precise control over certain aspects
of each instrument. For example, the Hold and
Decay values allow you to set default values for
the sustain and release times of each instrument.
This is also where you set up any MIDI instru-
ments to be used in your tracks. If you are using
the 1-64 Channel Mixing mode you can also set
up ping-pong loops for sampled instruments, in
which the sound is first played forwards, then
backwards and repeated indefinitely.

Edit

This will take you to the sample editor, unless you
have selected a synth sound, in which case you'll
see the synth sound editor instead. The sample
editor is a very powerful part of SoundStudio, giv-
ing you precise control over your sampled instru-
ments. This allows you to individually edit every
byte of your samples, either by drawing on the
waveform display with the mouse, or with the
help of the many editing and effect options.




“Worild of A1200” & “Top 100 Games” g
CDs FREE with every CD ROM drivell!

DISCOLOGY | TOTAL MEMORY EXPANSIONS

Discology is the ultimate in disk copying .nqq A1200 trapdoor fitting memory expansions feature a battery backed clock and a socket for a
power for the Amiga. The package com- % accelerator FPL. Unlike other memory expansions that conflict with the PCMCIA port, our TOTA
prises the Discology Disk, manual and 2% memory expansions include unique software that will enable the maximum amount of meme
i‘..:._; Discology cartridge for making "‘ ry to be used even with a PCMCIA fitting device.

copies. - af. S OERal SetiecIal NEARLY DOUBLES THE SPEED OF THE A1200

TR programs with an external disk

]

oy

-Ju-""'

drive. Discology will
ot L et . 4MB MEMORY EXPANSION £69.99 DT 1S £24 .99
Q wos  feheck  disks  for 8MB MEMORY EXPANSION £89.99
errors etc.

ANTIVIRUS

Anti Virus Professional is the most powerful tool for

s detecting and remaving viruses. Anti Virus

L pro will eheck and device hard drives,

= floppy disks and even CD ROM drives

] % far viruses. Very straight forward to

- use, includes a full 50 page
F‘k._} © manual.

< - ORDER
P T 0 W

BEFORE A VIRUS DESTROYS
YOUR SYSTEM !!!

PLEASE PHONE FOR A FULL INFORMATION
SHEET

£19.99

Now includes CD
ROM drivers and
instructions.
The Dataflyer is a 16 b
SCS! Il controller card tha
converts the signals on the
internal IDE interface 1
| also run SCSI device
pr— at the same time &
™\t IDE hard rive
The Dataflyer SCSI+ will operate up to 5 SCSI davice
such as COHROMS, hard drives, Syquest removable ds
ves, tape back up drives etc. Unlike other SCSI inte
faces, the Dataflyer SCSl+ is compatible with all know
accelerators etc and it does not stop you from utilisin
any of the important expansion ports on you
A1200/A600. The Dataflyer SCSI+ easily installs into th
A1200/A600 (simply pushes in, no negd to remove th
metal shield) and provides a 25 way D connector throug

14400 MODEM 539.99 : ; the blanking plate at the back of the A1200. Full instru

tions and software supplied.
£109.99 £79.99

£24.99

MODEMS

Our highly rated, top quality feature packed modems are ideal for
Amiga users. All modems include our FREE MODEM ACCESSORIES
PACK (worth Z- 2 22) which includes a cable to connect the modem
to the Amiga, NCOMM comms software, Amiga Guide to Comms and
a list of Bulletin Boards from which you will be able to download vast
amaunts of free software as well as have access to E-MAIL facilities.

= MNP 2-4 Error Correction » MNP 5 Data Compression * Fax

Class | and Il compatible, Group 3 « Hayes Compatible « Full
80 page manual * 12 Months guarantee

£49.99

ALSO AVA“.ABLE PHOTO CD-MANAGER £19.99 | £49.99
s AMIGA POWER SUPPLY £34.99 | £39.99

EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE £49.99 CLOCK CARTRIDGE £19.99

AG00/A1200 INTERNAL CACHE CDFS £44.9

AF;?:;F;HD::::AL FLOPPY DRIVE ::g::: e £89.99

At §12 99  CD(full version) £19.99 | £74.99

3.5' HARD DRIVE CABLE £17.50 WORLD OF A1200 CD and TOP 100 A1200

2.5’ HARD DRIVE CABLE £9.99 GAMES cD £7.49 EACH or FREE with

FRESH FONTS CD £19.99 every CD ROM drive!!!

Freephone 0S00 340548
to place your order
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ZIP DRIVES
L rated - SC51  drive /

store 100mb per
tridge. Comes - F

mplete with power ‘:‘

spply,  SCSI - cable,
nstructions and cartridge.

ZIP DRIVES £159.99 or
£199.99 with Squirrel

= vy

APOLLO A1200
ACCELERATORS

. = ® APOLLO 1230
v .. LITE £99.99

o Y

High guality low cost 68030 accelerator with

ML and FPU all running at 33mb, Built in battery

backed clock. Easy trapdoor fitting. Amazing perfor-

mance for such a low prce. Will take a 4mb or 8mb SIMM, Fully

PCMCIA compatible even with Bmb! Mot PCMCEA compatibie with
Bmb fitted.

APOLLO 1230 PRO £149.99

All the leatures you asked fﬂ at Ean affordable price! High per-

formance 68030 with FPU and MMU running at 40mhz. Two
I 2pin SIMM sockets can take upto 32mb each. Simms can

be mived {i.e. 3 4mb and Emb will give 12mb) and can be sin-
e or double sided. Fully PCMCIA compatible regardless of

fow much memaory is fitted. Easy trapdoor fitting with
attery backed clock

APOLLO
1240/1260 Vel

8040/68060+MMU  based
A1200 accelerator. Features
sitery backed clock and a T2 pin
socket for a standard 72 pin SIMM [up to 128m!:|!|
Iy featured, fan cooled trapdoor fitting accelerator.

TRF N W e

e 'h\l Wﬂﬁ' fﬂ”

4me simm £19.99
smB simm £39.99 or
16MB simm £79.99 whe:

PURCHASED WITH AN APOLLO ACCELER 4TL R

FREE WHILE-YOU-WAIT FITTING SERVICE FOR PERSONAL CALLERS. PLEASE PHONE FOR APPOINTMENT.

FREE ‘How TO FIT YOUR HARDDRIVE'

nd Stakker disk 1o increase the drive’s capacity with ey

£89.99

£209.99

0’0‘ :

..--ﬂ""x . m

ery hard drive ordered

540mb
810mb

TOTAL SCSI CD-ROM DRIVE

Fully featured SCS| CO-ROM drive for use with the A1200 or
AGOD, Features include superh metal enclosure with incbuilt
mains power supply. Includes all software, cables and instruc-
tions for immediate use. Full C0O32 emulation and Audio CD
player software included, No extras needed! Just plug in and
go. Choose either PCMCIA fitting Squirrel interface or internal-
Iy fitting Dataflyer SC5I interface,

TOTAL CD-ROM DRIVES
2 speed £129.99
4 speed £179.99
6 speed £219.99
8 speed £259.99

Mm-r or Smf Squirrel

Lﬁ_'__-—'—w
Superb IDE CO-ROM drive system for
the A1200. Fully featured, top quality
drives ir a top quality enclosure with
4 built in power supply. All cables,
instructions, s&fnnare including CD32 emulator and audio CD
player etc., included for immediate use. The CO-ROM interface
supply plugs inside the A1200 (exceptionally easy to fit by any-
body) and provides a connector in the blanking plate at the rear
aof the A1200, next to the mouse sockel.

PLEASE PHONE FOR FURTHER
DETAILS AND INFORMATION SHEET

£169.99
£199.99

MEDIAVISION RENO CD-ROM
+ SQI.IIRREI. £114.99

complete with Squirrel for imme-
diate use on the Amiga
A1200 or a600. Includes
CD32 emulation, audio CD
player etc as well as its own
CD power supply, cables ete.

fﬁ’ Can also be used as a
FES - 4 personal audio CD player

includes sterea headphones!

2.5” HARD DRIVES

Our high speed 2.5' IDE hard drives
- for the Amiga A1200 & AGOO com-
puters come complete with fitting
cahle, screws, partitioning soft-

ware, full instructions and 12
= ; months guarantee, All drves
ﬁ!:iﬁ 5. supplied by us are formatted,
% %i partitioned and  have
IR wokbench (WB2 for the AGOO
and WB3 for the A1200) installed

for immediate use, Fitting is incredibly simple; if vou can plug

the mouse into the mouse socket, you can plug the hard drive

into the hard drive sockel.

£139.99
£164.99

CD-ROM DRIVES

z °"'

Superb top quality CD ROM DRIVE -

Al
“ » ‘Gonnect et accepted
W 3

HARD DRIVES /|

i Nlﬁri':r_'s rrtulurJe WAT: Por
il e nlmrgei:l Ele R >f| per arder (UK. |

No.1
FOR MAIL ORDER

No.1

FOR AMIGA
IN MANGHES'I'EH

Order Nﬂw for
immediate despatch

(credit/switch card sales only)
for enguiries

tel: 0161 796 5279
fax: 0161 796 3208

Send cheques or
- postal orders
[made payable to
Siren Software)
or nredrl t:ﬂ‘rd details to:-

_SIREN
WFTWARE

178 BURY NEW RD,
WHITEFIELD,
'MANCHESTER
 M456QF,
 ENGLAND

P.u.ccss ".-"ISE! Switch, Delta;

~ OPEN:
onday to Friday 9am to 6pm
Euhlrtia'_v 9am to 12pm

 Personal callers
- welcome.

' Please phone first to
. check availability
- _Z:_:_ar any item.

- DIRECTIONS:

; _me the M62 Junction 17

head towards Bury.
WWe are b0 yards on

~the right hand side after

- the third set of lights.

The r:lm:lr to our premises

[5 next to
: Fqiar opposite
3théf Masons Pub.

1age and pachin

o SO EUTe e 1250 s "Ihr world



OctaMIED SoundStudio, Chaos
Engine 2 demo and whole lot more
on this month's top quality CD.

How to use CUCDS8

As with prior cover CDs, CUCD8 can be used either by booting on a
CD32 or A1200/4000 with adequate CD32 emulation. The CD will not
boot under any Kickstart earlier than 3.0. If using the CD via Workbench
and intending to run software directly off the CD then it's important 1o
first click on the 'Init CD' icon. This sets up various assigns and makes
MUI 3.6 temporarily available if it is not already installed. 1t's worth noting
that running software directly from CD is a touch-and-go business. While
we've gone to a lot of effort to make many programs run from the CD,
others may have to be dragged to your hard drive either manually or by
running an included installer. ‘Init CD’ also runs the New Icons patch so
don't be surprised if the icons change afterwards.

What's on Super

A word on demos and games
Demos and games are almost never coded in a so-called OS Legal
way. That means that while they may work for us, they might not
work for you for several reasons. Either your hardware set-up is
slightly different or some third party software running on your Amiga
may upset the demo or consume resources that the demo/game
requires. Please do not assume the CD is simply "faulty’ if any of this
software refuses to run

It simply isn't practical for us to make everything on the CD run on
every possible hardware [ software configuration. The majority of files
will be fine on the majority of systems, but the further away your sys-
tem is from the norm, the more that won't work on it. Do not be too
surprised if you find some software doesn't work on your half meg
Kickstart 1.2 A500 or vour Power PC accelerated 4000T, the people
who wrote the software probably didn't have one to check it on.

There are things you can do to make the software more likely to
run. Closing down any other software, screens and so on will free up
resources. Best of all copy the demo/game onto your hard drive and
then boot with no startup sequence. This involves resetting and hold-
ng down both mouse buttons then click on 'boot with no startup-
sequence.’ You'll then be placed into the AmigaDOS so you'd need to
know enough about that aspect of your Amiga to navigate to where
the offending software is and run it. As a general rule, if the game or
demo still doesn't work then it’s incompatible with your machine,
Some demos will only ever work when run in this fashion. If you get
a requester asking for a specific volume then the software needs
‘assigns’ set up and so is fairly likely it has an installer that should
have been run

Finally, if you are having problems getting anything to run, please
please make sure you have read all the documentation before you
send your CD to Siberia in fury!

Chaos Engine 2

Here at CUJ Amiga Magazine we like to bring you the best there is.
Second best just isn't enough. We'll fight people to get the good
stuff if we have to, but there was no need to strap on the old knuckle
dusters this month when this beauty turned up. Chaos Engine 2 is
one of the best games to hit the Amiga in ages, and if you don't
believe me, there is a full level here for you to try out, with four char-
acters to choose from and the excellent split screen two payer mode
ready to rock! The are separate AGA and AS00 versions on the CD.

What's in your drawers
Aaah, the sun is shin-
ing and the birds have
broken into song. It
must be that CUCD
time of the month!
Readers who have
used a CU Amiga CD-
ROM before will find
everything fairly famil-
iar. CUCDS is set up
as a Workbench disk,
and can be booted
from on an appropri-
ate machine. Clicking the INITCD icon will set up your system to run
from the CD properly. The first thing that you may notice as a result
of clicking on this is that all the icons change - don't panic, this is the
the excellent Newlcons system, not some obscure virus.

The Workbench 3.1 drawers such as Prefs, System, Utilities and
Tools are in the root directory.

The audio track

This month's audio track is called Giraffe, by our esteemed editor and
music maestro Tony “"the Organ” Horgan. This great track (I had to
say that, he's the boss) demonstrates the capabilities of OctaMED
SoundStudio. If you want to know more, you can read all about it in
the feature article on page 25.

in the root directory of CUCDS8
OctaMED Sound Studio
Judging by the num-
ber of mods we get .
sent every month, e S e T Y [ T
there are a lot of you e T — - —  —
out there who are into ; ;
rmaking music. If you
are one of them, then
you needed this. This _
is THE Amiga sound = ey ;ﬂ"""’ L
package, 94% rated YV vV
when we reviewed it ' . —
in our September 96
issue. Yep this is it,
the latest package.
Well what would you
expect us to give you? Some old version of OctaMED? Nah, not us.
The full Monty, as our antipodean CD editor would say.

A sample 16-bit track can be found in the parent directory of the
samples drawer (the audio track from September 96). Select the open
menu option, then click on parent from the file requester to locate it.

I
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Using CUCDS8 on non Amigas

If you don't have a CD-ROM for your Amiga but have access to a CD-
ROM on another computer, you may still be able to get a lot out of
CUCDE. Files can be copied onto PC formatted 720k disk, then
paded into your Amiga using CrossDos, which came as standard
with Workbench versions 2 and higher. If you don't know how to use
CrossDos, you will find it fully explained in the Workbench manual
Don't expect anything to run from the CD however.
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Utilities

Multiview, Clock and some tools for working with Newlcon images
can be found here.

Tools

Contains the Workbench 3.1 tools drawer

Prefs

The Waorkbench 3.1 preferences drawer and Newlcon prefs.

System

The 3.1 system drawer plus support files. The latest versions of MUI
3.8, PPShow, Visage, Flick, Parnet, Newlcons, HappyENV, GMPlay,
Hippoplayer, Play16, DeliTracker and SuperView are all crammed here
to aid access to the rest of the CD.

wWww

Who needs a modem when you have CUCD8? We've taken a load of
web sites and stuck them on the CD for you to browse at a speed that
would give the fastest modem a nervous breakdown. |[Browse and
Aweb are both here for you to use, just click on the one of your
choice and get browsing. The QuikPak, Phaseb and PIOS websites are
all here, so you can make up your own mind as to who has the safest
pair of hands for the future of the Amiga. All the latest and greatest
products can be previewed on the websites of HiQ, Blittersoft,
Cloanto and the AmigaMall.

Surf of the month pages include a Red Dwarf site, the met office
pages (don't expect today's weather), and in keeping with this
month's musical theme we've chucked in websites from Japanese
music electronics giants Yamaha, Roland and British mixing desk
masters Soundcraft.

Inside the CUCD drawer

On-line :

All sorts of utilities for the net-heads amongst you, including mail-
watch, Voodoo, AmiTalk, the Aminet index and a bunch of toolbar
icons for IBrowse.

Programming

8irds do it, bees do it, even educated fleas do it, let's do it, let's code
a chunky to planar routine. And if you aren't sure where to start, how
about the full, complete source code for Alien Breed 3D2? The gues-
tion on everyone's lips ... who will compile it first? If Unix is more your

flavour, check out the Ixemul developers

kit and get that Unix emulation library to sing

your tune. All this lost on you? Yearning for do ... while loops and
sprite banks? Check out the AMOS FAQs! We cater for all tastes.
Graphics

More anims to tickle your fancy and lots of icons, around 40Mb of
objects for users of Imagine, fractals, trekkie pics and more.

Readers

Lots here this month, including some stuff we couldn't cram onto last
months disk such as Georges Segal's BMb Imagine anim, some great
organic art by Joel Nicklasson, and some nice hand drawn and
composites by Jon Scutt. Great games include Space Farming, an
enormous SF strategy game by 'king’ Knut Olav Leite, utils include an
X-files guide so detailed it's spooky and the amazing Global Mapping
system. Animator Dale Hemenway shows of his new Zip drive by
sending us 34 Mb too!

Demos :

Check out the entries to the Party ‘96 demo competition for the cut-
ting edge of Amiga demo programming. Some of these require fairly
powerful computers to run, so check any accompanying text files first.
Information

The latest version of the AmigaGuide to the Amiga's shared libraries.
All those libraries that have been hanging around on your hard drive
for years that even Mulder and Scully couldn't explain fully document-
ed. Also the latest updates on Team Amiga.

Utilities

Check out MagicMenu, an intuition improver, and the amazingly useful
SearchGuide, which can save a lot of hunting when you are looking for
something buried deep inside a big AmigaGuide.

Sound

Check out the latest version of the brilliant Hippoplayer, the player that
copes with more sound formats than anything else. This is the one we
use as our default payer for all the mods on CUCD-ROMs. There is also
a MIDIplayer with a bunch of sample midi tracks and another stack of
mads to keep your neighbours awake late into the night.

Games

Hey, who needs all this boring serious stuff, where are the games?
Here, you wingnut! Check out Deface, a great little puzzler, and the
demo of the 256 colour high-res demolition derby that is Burnout. There
are also a selection of Worms levels and replacement sounds and some
card sets for Klondike.

Driving CUCDs

Generally drugg CUCDs is as simple as clicking on an icon of
something you want to run, play, see etc. You should find it will
automatically activate a player, viewer or run the program without
further ado. Of course if you access CUCD from a directory utility,
then you can use your own choice of players, viewers etc.-on the
specific files.

We can't emphasise enough the importance of clicking on any
readme or other documentation files inside each directory. There's
simply too much material for us to detail here so you'll have to
explore, read the documentation and see if each program or what-
ever is of use or interest to you

So have fun exploring CUCD8 and don't forget to send us any
work of your own so we can include it on later CDs! Also feel free
to write into the magazine and tell us what you'd like to see on

future CDs or how you'd like to see them organised. Address all
etters of this topic to CD Editor. Enjoy




rHow to send your work in

l All entries, including artwork must come to us on one or more disks. Dtherwise they can
I be uploaded to our FTP site as detailed here.
Make sure you label your disks clearly with your name and address, the of
I what you are sending in and the category it is being sent into {%L
Important: we cannot accept autobooting disk-based software lv™Zse on i« SD. We
require files which can be used or run from the CD-ROM. Please include all the relevant
I details regarding system requirements and usage instructions within an ascii text docu-
I ment with your submissions.
‘ Please complete the following form and enclose it with your disks:

I System requirements for the enclosed files:

Do you have

software, artwork,

utilities, mods, games or any other
Amiga creations that you think are
worthy of inclusion on a Super CD?
If so, get them to us now and give
your work a worldwide audience.
The best music module each month
even gets recorded onto the CD as
an audio track!

| herehy acknowledge that the material enclosed is

of my own creation and/or | own the

copyright to the material and grant CU Amiga

Magatzine the rights to publish this material on a

m_‘“ cover ﬂ-m BEws gk ¥
.............. e

Send your T —

contributions including the form (left) to: e — A

SESIOEY ! Game

CD Contributions, CU Amiga Magazine, 30-32
Farringden Lane, London EC1R 3AU.

If you want to send it to us via our FTP site or Email then this is also
welcome. We would suggest that you include all of the information on the postal form
left in an accompanying doc to make sure your entry is processed properly. Dur email
and FTP addresses are: :
Internet FTP: ftp.cu-amiga.co.uk/users/cu-amiga/incoming

OR EMail (MIME enly): cd-contrib@cu-amiga.co.uk

Comditions

1. What you send 18 us must be your own creation or you must own the copyright for it. Please indicate
this in the relevant space on the form,

2. It will b assamed that amy entry we receive, in the form we receive it, will be freely redistributable
unless otherwise stated

3. The publishing rights for all items sent ta us marked for inclusion, whether public domain, shareware
or commercially copyrighted will be assumed assigned to us for the purpeses of placement on a CU

Amiga Magazine CO-ROM. Full title and original copyright for all items rensains with the creatar

4, CU Amiga Magazine makes no offer of payment whatsoever for material marked for inclusion which 15
published on a CU Amiga Magazine CO-ROM.

5. Becanse of the anticipated volume of entries we will not be able to return your wark.



Amiga Mice

A500 512K Ram Board w/o clock ...£15.00
A500+ 1Mb Ram Board w/o clock...£20.00
A600 1Mb Ram Board w/o clock ...£20.00
A600 1Mb Ram Board with €lock ...£30.00
Al200 4Mb Ram Board with clock...£49.00
Al1200 8Mb Ram Board with clock...£65.00
R 33MHz ........... ~.£20.00

Oktagon 2008 5CSI controller ...............
Multiface 111 ...........cvenige - cles
PCMCIA Controller for CD

Joysticks & Joypads

Floppy Drives

IDE Hard Drives

HARD DRIVES + AT-BUS CONTROLLER FOR
AMIGA 500(+)/A1500,/A2000,/A3000,/A4000
veses e 509,00
e 299 00

AT-Bus hard drive controller .....
Alfapower hard drive controller ...
Alfapower-640 640Mb
hard drive .........£199.00
Alfapower-1.2G 1.2Gig

hard drive .........£259.00

Ohther sizes please ring

Memory for Alfapower-Plus (new)

marked Alfapower-Plus
(Controllers 1l 4Mb SIMMS ...........ocoovsenreerrnnnnr 20,00
AlfaPower Hard Drive controller A500 .. £99 8MB SIMMS agass s5e s Epnens auERERes ...j.‘ﬁ{}.{}[}
AT-Bus Hard Drive controller A2000 ......£69 16MB SIMMS ......... .. £79.00

Every 2Mb Zip-Rams ....a.........

IDE 2.5" Hard Drives

FOR AMIGA 600,/1200

...£89.95

Miscellaneous Producis

DD floppy disks (30)

LA R R R N N T NN N NN NN LR R LR L LR A IBESIRBIIRINENERRERERERY eSS IBESIERNEREERERED

All prices include VAT. Please add £3.50 P&P for items under £30.00, £5.00 for items over £30.00,
£8.00 P&P for Scanners, Speakers & Hard Drives, £10.00 courier for next day. Tax Free Export Orders Welcome.

Golden Image accepts Access, Visa, Cheques & Postal Orders, E&QE. Prices subject to change without notice. Goods subject to availability. Specifications subject to change without notice.

" GoldenImage (UK) Ltd

Unit 65, Hallmark Trading Estate, Fourth Way, Wembley, Middx HA9 OLB

Complete CD Rom for all Amigas

Replacement Mice S S External Floppy Drive :
: - ) d Speed CD Ro ASDO o £129
B 995  for all Amigas ......£39.95 g i
MegaMouse Plus (3 Button) ......... £10.95 Internal Floppy Drive (needs Alfapower V6.8 or higher)
Optical Mouse .................... A500/500+ .........£35.00 Quad Speed CD Rom for A600/A1200 £149
New Golden Image I 1:1[1.‘.’]‘t:{a]lfi{'rap}i}f)rilvt l:ﬁﬂ? ,;:{ ]1 i[}E+ i?;gg (inc CD32 emulation) .
TrackBall............ £19.95 A-Grade Double Density box of 50 disks ...£13. ~
B Loaine £12.95 inicluding colourful labels g“"‘d SR LY R
: . e for A1500/A2000/
(ideal for CAD) LD s £109

Special Offer
for this Month

1

NE IDE-170 170Mb hard drive ...............£79

e . IDE-250 250Mb hard drive...............£99
Acmﬁv:hsﬂpumﬁ highfqmpﬂ dfxmﬁal B IDE-420 420Mb hard drive ............£120
Multiboard Support 57600 Baud rate on all IDE-540 540Mb hard drive ............£130
channels simultaneously. .........cccoee.e..... £299

IDE 3.5" Hard Drives

New AlfaQuatro POR AMIGA 1200/4000 :
Specially made hardware and software. Allows IEVE-GH) GRS Mt dr!\::: B 'f{yq STAR BUY
B ATAPI devices, ie, 2 IDE hard disk 8 2 IDE  [DE-840 840Mb hard drive ............£125
CD Rom to Amiga 4000 internal IDE IDE-1.0G 1.0Gig hard drive ............£175 VIO RUGH B I L UCT: s RUDRURPIPS £169
controller, through Alfapower on Amiga IDE-1.2G 1.2Gig hard drive ............£165 | "
500,/500+ and possibly Amiga 1200 comes,  IDE-1.7G 1.7Gig hard drive ............£179 16 Mb Viper
with full IDE Fix software ..................£89 IDE-2.5G 2.5Gig hard drive ............£239

E2S0 BONEELY .. ii..n i £199
4MDb Apollo

IS . o oberad ik s i i £13.00 1220 25MHz with FPU £79
Amiga Joypads.........c.ccons cererinnnnnnnnasd.95 DD floppy disks (100)
inctuding multicolowred disk labels .. ..., = A A P £25.00
Speakers 3}5 " ?TIJ;-.J Drive Kit for A600,/1200 i Accelerator Boards
# Inmal BfTWER ccaiwaan A LA R e e e [
Multi Media Speakers Colourful Mouse Mar ﬁl..ZZ].D .ﬁPUéHL(?:[ £99 95
100 watt (pmpo) .........coorviiiiniinsrenieiiniens £30.00  Animal Jungle design and Dinosaur design ...£5.00 Accelerator Board ... i
Multi Media Speakers Optical Mouse Mt ....c...c.oorurustiorssrerasssess £5.00 Al220 APOLLO :
BN AEL [ DIT0) oo ik e s e £45.00 2 in 1 Scanner/Mouse Pad Accelerator Board + 4Mb
Mula Media Speakers Can be wsesd ara memo Pad . ..oeiveireininsinnennronrennens o 00 New Low Prite | iiiaiiiin b it £79.00
L P T ) ISR R Contoured Wast Pad  .........ooveereimcainaninss £3.00 A1230 VIPER
* 3D surround sound T N ETEEE P e L i L e e £2.00 Accelerator Board 33MHz......c........ £119.95
- Al230 VIPER
CD Cleaners - 1/2 price
02% AUT CD Rom {:lc.m:‘j ............................... _r30p Accelerator Board + 4Mb 33MHz ...£169.95
Automatic CD Rom Cleaner (basery powered) .. £10.00  Al230-VIPER
Laser Lens CIEaner ...ocvo.ovoiseibonreiseininssis £4.50  Accelerator Board + 8Mb 33MHz ...£180.00

(TSR R RSN RSN R RSN ERE R RN Y ) (AR R L LR L LR L
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AGCEBS | o FEEN=ECn

= Sales Hotline No: 0181 900 9291 rax: 0181 900 9281

http://www.reserve.co.uk/gold Talking Pages: 0800 600900




date has been set for
the next World Of
Amiga Show. It's to be
held on Saturday 17th
and Sunday 18th May 1997 at last
year's venue, the Novotel in
Hammersmith, West London.

The organisers promise that all
the latest developments in Amiga
technology will be on display.
Apparently response from the
Amiga industry has been very
positive with a host of big name
developers and suppliers all
pledging their support for the
show. Unconfirmed but reported
to be ‘pencilled in’ for the show
are names such as HiSoft, Digita,
HIQ, PD Soft, Blittersoft and Epic
among others,

Mary of the exhibitors are
planning to release and show
new hardware and software
developments, to such an extent
that this year's show could be a

significant move away from the
market-stall theme of recent years
to a more conventional showcase
for new developments. Even so,
you can be sure there won't be
any shortage of bargains to be
had. Based on previous form, you
should be able to pick up many
current items at drastically
reduced prices. So be prepared
and take some spending money!
Last year's show was a big
success with far more visitors
attending than had been anticipat-
ed by the organisers. The size of
the arena was far too small lead-
ing to'a trush that lasted most of
the show's duration. No doubt
the lesson has been learned and
this year's exhibition will be rather
better organised so as to min-
imise gqueues and give everyone
enough space to enjoy the show.
CU Amiga Magazine will be
there of course. The CU Amiga

host of exclusives and surprises.
Tickets on the door are priced

at £8 for adults and £6 for

children. See you there.

Magazine stand was totally
mobbed last year and there are
plans afoot to ensure that this
year will be no exception with a

Haage & Partner Release StormC 2.0

The German distributor/developer
Haage & Partner recantly
announced a StormC 2.0, the
next version of their C/C++ com-
piler for the 680x0 series

of processors.

Mew features include hierarchi-
cal projects, external ARexx con-
trol, persistent break points,
disassembler, CPU register dis-
play and stack checking. Sounds
promising for Amiga program-
mers, expect a review in CU
Amiga soon.

Looking more to the future,
Haage & Partner have also

announced Storm PPC for the
Motorola Power PC CPU. A C
compiler which runs on 680x0
Amigas but can generate Power
PC output code. Very few details
are available except that it is still
in beta testing while it is opti-
mised still further,

Given that it's the only PPC
compiler available, it looks to
be the essential tool for develop-
ers with Phase 5's PowerlUP
PowerPC cards.

Contact Haage & Pariner
on +49-6007-930080 for
more information.

i Epic long time suppliers of CD-

i ROMSs, have announced that they
i are moving into the games market
i with their own games label, Islona.
i They are planning to release their

: games primarily on CD-ROM,

: although disk versions of some of
: the titles will be made available.

i |priced around £25) are Kargon, a
¢ 3D Dungeon Master style

! adventure puzzler and Testament,
{ a Doom clone.

i another title pencilled in for an
i early release. Produced by

P e R R EST T A

Epic Announce Games Label

Cinetech, this Day of the Tentacle
style game, was ported over from
the PC using their custom adven-
ture porting tool. This means that
porting of PC CD-ROM adventure
titles to the Amiga could become
very cheap and therefore very
attractive to publishers.

Their first plannad releases

Sixth Sense Investigators is




QuikPak for Amiga? \Vulcan Swoop for
Genetic Species

Following the announcement that
VIScorp have in effect pulled out
of the Amiga Technologies take-
over deal (see News, March
issue), Canadian computer manu-
facturer QuikPak have expressed
an interest in acquiring the
Amiga rights and technology.

The ever-fruitful rumour mill
nas elevated QuikPak to the sta-
tus of front-runner in the bid for
the Amiga, although at the time
of going to press there is no offi-
cial evidence to back this up.

QuikPak are the company con-
tracted to manufacture the
A4000T for Escom’s Amiga
Technologies arm. They have
since expanded their production
to a range of early models of
new A4000T-based machines.

Aimed squarely at the
high-end of the Amiga market,
these new machines include
the A4040L, described as a
‘luggable systen'.

The A4040L/A4060L is
designed as a portable non-linear
video editing system with a
VideoToaster and a VideoToaster
Flyer at its heart. It's advertised
In a number of configurations of
CPU and with or without the
Toaster parts, with prices ranging
from $4495 to $9995. An ASOBOT

is also promised, combining a
6B0x0 a Pentium processor in
one computer.

That little lot doesn't seem to
offer much to the ‘typical’
European Amiga user, with the
Toaster only compatible with the
USA TV standard NTSC, and
prices likely to be translated

directly from dollars to sterling (ie.

$4495=F4495). QuikPak have
madea noises about addressing
the lower end scene but so
far specific details have not
been forthcoming.

In an open letter “to the Amiga
community” posted on their web
site (which has since been
removed) QuikPak acknowledged
the loyalty of Amiga users and
asked for input and feedback.

You can catch up with the
latest news from QuikPak from
their web site at http:/fwww.ami-
gasupport.com/guikpak

A OuikPak's ASOGOL “luggable’ video editing system

hased on an Amiga and a NewTek VideoToaster,

A This shot is taken from OuikPak's web site, illustrating their ASDBOL. Notice how the screen has a PC
Windoze display. You may have seen other versions of this picture with an Amiga screen pasted on top.

! Vulcan software have signed the
i extremely impressive Doom

i clone Genetic Species from

: developers aMBROSIa.

: A demo version of Genetic

! Species has been knocking
around for a little while now, and
i has been generating some real

|| i excitement amongst Amiga

- gamers who have seen it.

Running at extremely accept-

able speeds on a decent Amiga
i even at 1 by 1 pixels in 256
i colour full screen mode, this

i game would be interesting even
: if it wasn't for the fact that initial
: impressions suggest that it will

i be very playable too.

i  Vulcan say they are working

i closely with aMBROSIa at the

! moment, helping them with the

i graphic design and gameplay. It
{ is going to be a few months

i before Genetic Species hits the

: shops yet, but if it is as good as
: it looks like being, expect it to be
{ the game of '97.

Yulcan say that they are being

: contacted by software develop-

ers all the time: they currently

have an amazing 20 titles either
signed up or in negotiation, and
are always happy to see more,
They are offering a developers kit
to interested parties which lists
their terms of publication.

Vulcan appear determined to
show that they are a lot more
than just publishers of top down
adventure puzzlers with sampled
speech. Releases on their way
include Breed 2000, oddly titled
given that it is set in 2032ad, an
SF strategy game, Strangers, a
beat ‘'em up, ultra violent AGA, a
blaster with three levels of paral-
lax scrolling in 256 colours, and
Hell Pigs, a huge graphic adven-
ture/ action title which will be
released on CD and, without the
intros etc. on an astonishing 22
floppies. Vulcan Software claim
this game is so good they almost
fainted when they first saw it!

For more information about
Genetic Species or any of Vulcan
Software planned releases you
can contact them on tel; 017056
670 269 or on their web site
wiww vulcan.co.uk.




Stateside

by Jason Compton

Harv Laser, moderator and
sysop of the AmigaZone, had
promised a Web interface for
AmigaZone subscribers on Portal
for some time. But Portal was
uncooperative and shut down
operations over the summer,
However, CalWeb, which adopt
ed the now twice-orphaned
AmigaZone (the Zone originated

TP
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More Changes at VIScorp

¢ VIScorp's fall from popularity in
the Amiga market has been
nearl‘y' as rapid as their earlier

i ascendancy. As they have been
i unable to deliver on their stated
i goals, the public has become dis-

¥| : illusioned and the company has

: begun to express doubts as to its
¢ ability to complete the Amiga
i acquisition at all.

In the midst of all this, two

: more resignations have occurred.
i In early January, CEO Bill Buck

i and Director of European

¢ Operations Raquel Velasco

! resigned from VIScorp. True to

Zone is Online

: departures, but Chief Operating

form, VIScorp did not discuss the

i Officer Hugh Jencks stated that
i there is no immediate replace-

i ment lined up.

In the meantima,

Jencks and Chairman Jerry

: Greenberg will continue to oper-
i ate the company from ViScorp's
i Chicago headquarters.

In a related story, VIScorp

amended an earlier public state-
i ment they made which implied

on PeopleLink.in the mid BOs), is §
¢ Technologies’ operation in bank-

thankfully much better, The
Amiga Zone, one of the best
Amiga-only online services, can
now offer virtually all of its
teatures to subscribers through
the World Wide Web.

By going to the page
http:/famigazone.com, Zone
subscribers can access news
and Email, as well as the Zone's
own message bases and files.

hoped to be supported on the
Amiga in the near future. Of
course, the Amiga Zone's world-
wide Telnettable interface is still
available as wall.

For more information about,
visit the Amiga Zone Web inter-
face page above, or the general
information site at
http:/fwww.amigazone. com.

that VIScorp had funded Amiga

ruptey. That funding came from

an entity called "Velasco GmbH',
i which VIScorp says they plan to
i purchase. It is not a stretch to

i infer that this "Velasco' is indeed
i Raquel Velasco, and that the

above resignations are in
some way linked to this
upcoming acquisition,

Like any company, VIScorp has
its share of difficulties with for-
mer employees, There is now a
good handful of lawsuits and
counter-suits involving VIScorp
and former employees. The
longest running saga, which
VIScorp won but is now in
appeal, involved Nolan Bushnell,
founder of Atari and one-time
CEO of ViScorp. Presently, no
tewer than four employees who
left the company in 1995 are
engaged in lawsuits with VIScorp.
VvIScorp has obtained a prelimi-
nary injunction against Interactive
Video Publishing for issues of
intellectual property theft, and
VP is made up of three of these
former VIScorpians, In addition,

an IVP principal and yet another
former employee have filed a
breach of contract suit against
the company.

In their year-end filing with the
SEC (Securities and Exchange
Commission, the federal govern-
ing body for public companies),
VIScorp states that they are now
doubtful as to whether or not
their initial offer for the Amiga
will be completed with Escom,
but that they are still interested in
acquiring the Amiga technology
“on the open market.” In addition,
for the first time the issue has
been raised as to whether or not
VIScorp can continue as a viable
going concern, as the company
has completed its sixth year with-
out product revenue, VIScorp can
be reached at 312-655-0903,
http: /fwwaw. vistv.com.
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VISUAL INFORMATION SERVICES CORPORATION

i To help promote their product

¢ line of powerful graphics ere-

: gtion tools on the Amiga, Nova

: Design of Richmond, Virginia

i has commigsioned a demonstra-
! tion videotape from Chicago-

! based video production

i company

The Vantage Point.
The nine-minute tape shows

off the features.of the popular
t ImageFX 2.6dmage processing

and effects package, as well as
the capabilities of previous ver-
sions of Aladdin, the 3D software
Nova recently acquired the rights
to. Mova plans to release V 5.0 of
the.software, with a new, updat
ed interface, enhanced features,
and tight integration with
ImageFX imminently,

The videotape was produced
at The Vantage Point entirely with

Nova Design Gets New Showpiece

Live chat is also a feature that is |

Amiga technology. A Draco
Amiga-compatible workstation
provided the editing facilities, and
was used along with an
A2000/040 for the creation of
original ImageFX scenes. In addi-
tion, professionally produced
effects and scenes using
ImageFX and Aladdin are show-
cased on the videotape, including
footage from two motion pictures
featuring ImageFX production.
Mova Design can be reached
at B04-282-1157, www.novade-
sign.com The Vantage Point can
be reached at 773-465-5158,
www.xnet.com/~bohus

< These renders were all created with Aladdin 40,
@ package which is set to be relsunched and
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February Sale Specials Accelerators: '030/33MHz/FPU £89.95, '040/33MHz (cool) £239.95; '060/S0M:
£449.95: ISDN 128KB Zorro Il cards £189.95; 33.6 Data/fax modems £99.95; SX32MK2 £189.95;

. PSU'’s & leads £59.95; 100MB bootable IDE Zip drives £119.95; Amiga Quickcam interface & s/w
3 months unlimited internet + s/w for £39.95; CDPlus system from £139.95; A1200's for £199.

The Top-Rated Eyetech CDPlus for the A600 SX32Mk2 & SX32Pro Internal Expansion for the CD32
& A1200 4-speed and 8-speed CDROM drives The SX32 Pro is now shipping! What do the reviewers say?
Make your CD32 into a high Amiga User Intl  “95% - Difinitely
What do the reviewers say? powered, portable Amiga! s i Eieaiiniog® S}
Amiga User International - 97% The 5X32Pro and SX32Mk2 add ... Biue Chip Awand
... It all worked faultlessly .. " e WL e
Amiga Format - 96% e d e T
"... An absolutely superb bit of kit.." ?ﬂgﬁﬂEnghm'E:fmﬂ‘
Amiga Shopper - 90% evals or A el (2 pir A idwo (15
The CDPlay and % sl KEL 35 drives. w a - 5 r Faral 25 pin), Serial 25 pinj, F digk
The IDE Zip Dirive is a’ffm size ax the EZ135 - This is a quality product... : 5:"1 ﬁ_ﬁm:w 2 ::; ;im}::‘m
B et e il ey iy PO Amazing Value — e e e e
Leaves trapdoor free for acceleralors | meamory s i - audio, RF, compoaite vides and SVHS ports. :
eepanaionand the POHCIA s e for dgisers, New Lower Prices: SX32Mk2 - until Feb 97- £189.95
Mﬂ-ﬂm dd add HD's, COR a-speecl : ﬂﬂfy £189.95 sxazpmsa ms‘“gs The SX32Pro
SyQuesta, IDE Zips, Jazs, ATAP! ape streamers  SPecial Purchase - Limited Avallabilty: SX32Pro-50 £369.95
kel Upgradesbie 2-speed - just £139.95 | Smiminmwiompmiind, 244, -sememmsmmmme—

Comes with special Eyetech d4-davica EIDE
buffered interface board - easily fitted in minutes
with no cutting/drilling (Note that IDE CDROMS

must nover be directly connected to the A1200 The CDPlus
without & buffered interface MiniTower
Godd plated audio phono sockets® at rear and & Desktop
front panel headphone socket and volume contral

cases
Complete with 'Click-and-Gio' Installation software (aryles may viry) d

Considering a PowerStation? The CDPlus is now available with an
alternative, 230W, CE-approved, PC MiniTower or Desktop case
{which can also power your A1200) - for only £25 extra (™Noton DTMT)

Amiga Driver Software for Epson

Superb Amiga Internet packages from Eyetech

e following GetConnected packages are now available from Eyetech: Colour Printers and Scanners
Expert pack, Throe months uniimited inferned, a Complate Software EnPrint for the Stylus Colourllflis/ Secned
sccess wilh 1 MB of your own Word Wice Weo ATV [GA ¢ Comomied fm g s Pro/ProXL200/5 B20/1500
#paca, Bl-minute conbnuous-usa-rasinciod Web, ’ '-r'-lllh ¥ :'__:“"'"-"H | Unbellevabla photographic quality output
FTP, IRC, news ang amall scitwame, Inemet « Al-chmim o X 4 -

q ! T "y r— | ‘Prefarancas’ & stand-along prirting program
g_cﬂr;: mﬂl;:i;ﬁm:dm:iaﬁnﬂ l::rrrns u:nrl:m Sy o ScanQuix for all Epson scanners
Just £39.95 g  Complete Access 24 bit scanning wih full range of aditing cpticns

Ll nefephuse dial-up ‘Bean-to-diak' i Jpeg o IFF fermals

Digketio A 1200 pack. As Expert pack - plus -
AME memary eopansion, W32 (14.4) modemy i
lupgracs [0 V34(28.BKbps) fax'data modem - -
40000, all cablas, full installation imstructiong and
complimentary 21MB fhavd dlsk with

sETeowmniate™ ahw tor the Amiga preinsialied.

This package is tador mada for disketie-only A1200
wnart - Just £179.985

Migh spead pack. As Expert pack - plusVad
(28.8) faxidata modem (upgrade o
W3-+ 33 BKbps) modam - £10.00), all cables and Complele Value
full insiadlation NEMCons - Jual ET48.95 ¥ Mo naup o
Oeher options avaiiabie - Please ring for delails & Unlimivd ssge

Bt NETCOMPLETE so iradersarks af NETCOM Online Communuation Servaes lng ¢ e morhly clang:

3-1-Y and |  Cornar Two Major New A1200 Expansion Products from Eyetech
D-I-Y and Bargain Corner i i s
- for those hard-to-find parts for

| 2% A60KBaud butlered senal pots with low CPU evarhead

¢ Mok coverage
Siand-alona use or intogrates with your A packags

J Also available for HP, Mustak and Arlec scannars
EnPrint v2.1.3 printer driver - only £29.95
ScanQuix v3.0 scanner s/w - only  £79.95

+ Uhmliy noiwork oot sily

Complote Support
# 24 houn = duy
o 7 dayd o weel

¢ Towd wibacriber wrecs

BT ISDN LINE NOW ONLY £199!!!
The Evetech Zorroll ISDN Adapier gives you
high speed Web- browsingand video
conferencing on your Amiga for only £189.95

| PC & Amiga compatibie flai part transtaming up o SO0 byles'sec

your Amiga expansion project | Cotlonal g spasd PC-Aige § Amigs-Amigs nefworking soeer

gmuﬁ-ﬂm | Lesves PCMCIA & irapdoor free | acceieraior fnendly & very sasy fo it
25" 44wy hard drwe cables for ABDD & A1200 £8.95 i

B s & st Cabton lor ASOD & A1200 10.08 PortPlus introductory price - just £99.95!
STl fittireg kit for ABDD & 41200 [contains svenything gz7.9s | Quickeam for the Amiga
S semial hard drive case £1995 |, Liss 8 iow cost PC Quickeam i capiure [FF images an your Amiga -
AN mmeveable drive delure axtemal HD case E2998 | Fully muititasking - including window résizing even whilsh digihsing
8 g | datachable dala cable forestamnad 3.5° HIVCDROWs E12.05 Compatible with all Amigas wilh alandand Amiga printer port & WB1.3+
EEROM cables, cases and inteiaces Nouickeam hardw software - |
Sdwon buffered EIDE intertace for A1200 £38.85 - Lo and gniy £39.951
Sdwwice EIDE intartace & cabla assembly for A4000 £39.85 r

el SR <o EH.’ApaIi!ﬂ {lcce.!‘eramrs ff}f the AI1200
B s #0-way IDE cable for 3.5° HINCDROM ~70cm £9.95 | Special introductory pricing
o cabies, coses and nterfaces 33MHz '030 with FPU - the same price as 8 memory

sareo jack plug 1o 2 x phono plugs for CORCKM E8.55 | board + FPL! Only £88.9511]

CSOM standard 4pin inveried T audio connactor & phono plugsE@.Bs | )
B 32 o phono phaglwocket 2 aiadka mixer beids g6.95 | SOMHZ Turbo '030 with MMU. FPU & SC51 options
supplies and PC towersideskiops with integral psus available Just £130.95
el 145W metal cased PSLU for ABIVAT200/C032COROM ] 33MHZ Turbo ‘040 with MMU & FPU. SCSI option

mtaeraal H (2 your old lesd - ingtroctions proviged) £39.95 available prs s wan wosons  Only £239.95
Ready-io-Go ASDIE001200 pau wi Amiga, mains cables £50.98 H samHz Turbo '060 with MMU & FPU. SCSI option
D Of desbdop case with 230W+ PSU, CD & HD bays  E50088 available Only £449.95
an cabie Trom PSL o exemal HOVGDROM £0.05 ¢
2315 pin sdapter for ASOOEON1 200 B >ciyinial Sniiary jriaing it Satan—"r
315 pin buffared VGA adaphaer for A4000 £24.85 1
Board - use PG cards in big-boa Amigas 12995

Sana compliant athemat card & drivers for GG2+ £24.95

Jp RAM 4x1Mbit chips G0ns for A3000, 366 board elc  £12.96 | asch application or family mambar . .
BAM boards (clock, FPU skt) £40.85 8 | s for ransfering mulimedia data | T

with 4ME RAM (acd £39.95 for 33MHz FPU B crystal) 6995 | penwsan Amigas andior ofher B e

i BME FIAM (acd £38.95 for 33MHz FPU & eryalal]  £89.95 f Hﬂlhmmwphhm B mtsmzﬂ_am.w aic

CS5i drives & carfridges - 100MB - Special Purchase  £138.95 | floppy drive bay or i éxtemal case | Ringlwrite for fusther details

IDE drivas - 100MB - bare drives - Special Purchase 11985 § | The ideal way fo backup your data I He a5
Bﬂrﬂuw%ﬂ;&ww guu 1  Bare Drive - only £119.95 HFI:‘E Cocktel software - £39.9.

B s o 1a5s | 100MB cartridges - only £14,95 | "% quality colour conferencing

camera - only £159.95

* AR 1 200 Butherid intidliod fedindod)

AMIGA HEALTH WARNING
. - Please read this in your own interest

If you have recently fitted - or intend to fit - an IDEATAPICDROM to your A 1200 (other than an Eyetech
CDPlus unis) without a buffered interface then your Amiga is in risk of serious damage arising in the future.
The A1200 - unlike A4DMY's and PC's - has N internal IDE buffering. On the A1200 the [DE interface
connectsdirectly tothe A 1200 processor chip which itself has insufficient output 10 drive more than one IDES
ATAPI device (and only then on a short data cable) for any sustained time period. To the best of our
knowledge the Eyetech CDPlus is the only A1200 ATAPI CDROM supplied with a buffered interface as
standard. We are now making this 4-device buffered interface available separately for use with other kits and
D-1-Y CDROM installations. At only £39.95 it is a small price to pay to preserve your Amiga's health.

printed oufpil I

PraDAFD] The Oid Bank, 12 West Green, recsipt of faxed order and payment doils.

15F, 23, 2xIDE board & drivers for GG2+ g1aes | AGDIA 1200/ AS000/SX32 At Last - Professional Colour and | Stokesley, N Yorks, TS8 588, UK ““mm N
mm.ﬂ.'.m V32 14.4Kbps fax & data £30.98 (] | Sanbe used b s Sound Videoconferencing - for all | Tel UK: 07000 4 AMIGA ooy i, S5 D (NS KTSELY
 psu - 14.4 &5 e imernal hasd dive ! g COPus £10 {2 day), £16 Irsland, £27 EG;

W4+ 3600bps. dais, 14400008 fax, CE & BABT approved €9898 | | |icq 5 separsie bootabie cariicpe for | '030+ Amigas with HD & 6MB 01642 713 185 Scwars, cables £2 50 UK, 56,05 EC

The Eyetech SX32 Combo Pack

This really i the Amiga bargain of a lifetime - but is only availabde whilst
stocks las!

CD32/5X32Mk2 from £329.95
CD32/5X32Pro-50 from £499.95

Please ring for further
details

A1200 InstantDrive Hard Disk Kits

InstantDirives
are only
avallable from

Eystach T e—
L —

Important Maote! 3.5 hard drives - even those describssd as ‘Sim’ - ane usually

1°/25mem high and will nat fit i an A1200 without significant modifications to

the case and metal shielding - which itzell reduces the value of your computer,
All instaniDrives from Eyetech are less than 20nwn high and fit parfectly.

Rated §9% - ALl November 1296, 85% - Amiga Format Golober 1998
Mo haole drilling, case cipping, or shiskd removal required
All drfves are brand naw with a 2 year warranty and coma Inlusive of hull I

fittireg kit and sasy-to-follow pictarial instructions

Raady -o-use with WEB3.0 and cver 45 top quality ulilSes installed and
oonfiguned io the Toolsdasmon menu sysiem.

AN drives coma with & tully licenced version of Optonica’s Mide multimadia
aiithoing sofware O intarnied pocess salbwans (sharewans) preinsialled

2.1 GB AV £239.95 2.5 GB AV (3MB/s) - £269.95

21MB  Ideal for usars of mainky COROM softwans gn the COPlus and BX32 £29.85
SEAMB A suparshm drivie ideal for tha SXI2MED and the A1200/A600 £129.95
344MB One of our most popular 25° drives - just & lew of these left now  E130.88
540MB A superb, supsrsien drive ideal for usars of serous applcations £158.85
1.08GB This op-ol-tha-rangs suparsim drive is perfect lor the SX32Pro £229.95
PR e |
STOP PRESS - Special Purchase Amiga A1200's

Those are 1ested bul otharmss unused, sx-engnears backup machines in as-new
condition with B0 days warmanty but without retail packaging

'‘Bare-bones' A1200 - no psu, mouse, disks or manuals -only £799.95
Full A1200 - with psu, mouse, WE3.0 dsks & manuals  -only £229.95

Eyetech Group Ltd ™o sutenesin 27 deys rom

I 2.5" InstantDrives for the A600, A1200, 5X32 & SX32 Pro

Tel Int'l: +44 (0) 1642 T13 185 Ringaxsmall for other defivery costs
Fax: +04 lﬂ] 1642 713 634 UK b-mfnuﬂnn saciaty chegues, Wisa®,
eyetech@ch.compulink.co.uk  Money orders accapled. * A 3% surcharge &
appbcable %o al crudit card anders

hitp:iwww.eyetech.co.ulki~eyetech |, S e FarE.
WAT is ol applicable an non-EC crdars
Vaoted AUT Amiga Company
the Year 1996/7
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Congratulations. You
have made a sound
decision, as you are

now the owner of the
most amazing music
package ever written
for the Amiga. Let
Tony Horgan be your
guide as we uncover
the many talents of
this complete
software package.

Kinnunen's OctaMED

ndStudio is one of a kind - a

; program _T.ha-t

the competition and
-aditional sonic

and even more channels than
ingly, on just such a

. t music consisting
of up to 84 chani direct to hard drive!
Hook up a CD iter (now available




]
3|

W

it's true! Add to that support for a wide
range of 16-bit sound cards and at last
those old 8-bit limitations are gone forev-
er. Of course it's a doddle to integrate
MIDI instruments into your SoundStudio
projects too, so the expansion options
are limitless.

As you've probably now realised,
SoundStudio is the biggest advance in
Amiga music software since the first ever
tracker was written all those years ago.
Over the next few pages we'll cover some
of the major features and go into some
detail on what they could me for you.

New order

First let's take a look at the heart of
SoundStudio’s new box of tricks: the mix-
ng section. SoundStudio differs from
OctaMED and other trackers in that it has
%5 own form of retargetable audio’.
Wstead of using the sound chip Paula to
manipulate and play all the sounds, the
software does the hard work of combining
&l the tracks as they play, processing
#hem according to any effects yvou have
specified. It does this extremely quickly
Pesulting in a steady stream of sound
2ata, which in effect is a continuous
stereo sample. This sound data can then
08 passed onto your preferred output
Sevice which could be the Amiga's sound
&P, a 16-bit sound card or even a stor-
#0e device such as a hard drive or Zip
@5k Even if you direct this to the Amiga
sound chip, SoundStudio will give you the
SPlion to output at 14-bit or B-bit.

There are a number of other advan-
s8ges that come from this approach.
Waditional trackers are limited to process-
#8 samples with the Amiga sound chip,
Siuch is unable to play samples in reverse
% example. This is now possible (without
SSt making a reversed copy of the sam-
#8 50 you can set up ping-pong loops on
Wy samples. Other effects can be added
Suring the ‘'mixing’ stage, such as echoes
™ variable length and depth.

One major factor in the overall sound
Suality you get from SoundStudio is the
Sng rate. This is the sample rate of the
el mixed sound, so higher mixing rates
W 1o superior fidelity, There's a side
WSECt to this mixing process which can
W83 2 little noise to the final output,
#ough this can be countered using the
Wmoothing’ function from the mix
SESons. Smoothing takes a lot of proces-
W power and so is not recommended on
8w Amigas or on projects that use a lot
W channels. However, smoothing should
WsSys be used if you are outputting to
W as this will work fine regardless of
P speed.

14-bit Paula

B Weu've got the CD edition of CU Amiga
WS month you'll find a large selection of
i Samples and another substantial

section containing 8-bit samples. A
smaller collection is also on the cover
disks of the floppy disk edition.

Either way, you can mix and match
samples from both collections in the
same ‘songs’ without any trouble. In gen-
eral it's best to work with 16-bit samples,
even if you are going to output at 14-bit
or even 8-bit, but so long as the samples
you have are good and clear there won't
be any problems.

If you run the same module through 8-
bit and then 14-bit output modes you'll
notice that although the 14-bit output is
not as loud, it is a lot cleaner with less dis-
tortion and fuzz in the top end. You might
also notice that this 14-bit output is some-
times not as good as you would get from
normal four-channel mode. This is the
trade off you make for the extra tracks and
effects that SoundStudio offers. However,
this isn't a significant problem with a ‘fast’
Amiga, such as one powered by a 50MHz
030 CPU.

Quirks are bound to be uncovered
whenever a program pushes a machine
to such extremes. One of these quirks is
the maximum mix rate that's possible
when using the Amiga's sound chip for
output. Normally you will be limited to a
mix rate of 28kHz, but this is dependent
on the screen mode you are running. It
sounds bizarre, but if you have a monitor
capable of displaying non-video modes.
(eg. Multiscan) then you can switch to
one of these alternative modes and
you'll be able to use a higher mix rate. In

this case the highest rate will depend on
your CPU power,

Direct to disk

On slower Amigas, such as 68000 and
68020 machines, it's not practical to play
loads of channels in realtime and expect
top sound quality. However, there's a very
simple way to use as many channels as
you like, and still get excellent sound quali-
ty regardless of the speed of your Amiga.

The secret is to use the direct to disk
recording features. The basic theory is that
¥ou construct a small section (half a block
for example) made up of as many channels
as you like, then select Disk 8-bit from the
Mixing Settings window, with a mix rate
somewhere between 16 and 28kHz. Now
when you click the Play button you'll be
asked to specify a destination for the out-
put — in other words enter a filename and
say where you want the output to be saved
(floppy disk for small sections, hard disk for
anything up to an entire song, whatever).
Click Stop when the relevant part has been
recorded, otherwise it will loop until you fill
your destination device. Now you can clear
the current song and re-load the sample
you just made, which will now only use a
single channel, or two if you output a
stereo file. You can then use standard four-
channel mode if you prefer the slightly
clearer sound quality.

Working this way you can use as many
channels as you like on even a basic AS00
Plus with no hard drive. So whatever
machine you have, SoundStudio is a boon.

(77 MereTs sima Tafa dbout The Fomr...
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A SoandStudio is highly configurable. In the screen shat here, a very high resolution display has been selected in order to have as
many windows and control panels visible as possible. You can set up any screen mode you like to suit your own system,
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take more advantage of Aura’s single channel 16-bit ewtput.

Sound cards

. Why Commodore never upgraded the

Amiga's 8-bit sound is a mystery to us all,
but there have been a number of 16-bit
sound cards released by third parties,
many of which are compatible with

§ SoundStudio. You can choose from
* Toccata, Delfina or Maestro cards to act as
| & 16-bit output. These are all Zorro cards,

and so are only available to users of big-
box Amigas. You can select any of these
as output options from the main Mixing
Options window, selected from the
Settings menu. A1200 and AB00 users can
take advantage of the support for the Aura
PCMCIA sampler.

You can't select Aura as an output
device from the mixing options, but you
can assign individual samples to play
through Aura (from the Instrument Type
selector). One way to get the most from
the Aura features is to record parts of

1 your sing to disk as 16-bit samples and

then play these through Aura, re-using
the rest of your channels for new sam-
ples. Setting up the program for maxi-
mum guality Aura output guality can be
tricky. You need to try different settings

. of the Minimum Period slider (accessed

from the Aura Sampler option of the

Settings menu) to determine the highest
output rate possible on your machine.
Lower period settings equate to higher
output rates. You'll know if you set too
high a rate because the software will lock
up temporarily. Samples can also be
assigned to output through a Toccata card,
although in this case you can only

replay samples at a small range of pre-
set pitches due to limitations of the
Toccata hardware.

Virtual mixer

Fine tuning of your mix is essential if
you want it to sound professional

and polished. SoundStudio has a

few control windows which when
combined add up to a powerful

wvirtual mixing desk. First of

all there's the channel

volume control section.

Accessed from the Song

menu, r—

this is [

used

to set

the

relative vol-

umes of each

channel along with the overall

output volume. The master volume should
always be set to maximum for
optimum sound quality, unless you're
doing a manual fade in or fade out of the
whole song.

The Mixing Settings window leads off to
the other two remaining parts of the virtual
mixer. The first of these is the panning con-
troller. This works in a similar way to the
volume control, but this time each channel
has a horizantal slider to define its position
in the stereo image. The Sum of Balances
reading at the top gives you a rough guide
to how well your overall song is balanced
by displaying the average panning value

of all the

channels. Finally there's the

Effects control panel. This deals

with the realtime effects processing,
currently consisting of two types of echoes
{maybe more effects will be added in the
future). The standard echo will add an echo
to the whole song. Cross echo adds a
stereo ping-pong type of echo effect. You
can alter the space between the echoes by
altering the Echo Rate value, and the vol-
ume of the echoes themselves can be
changed from the Echo Depth slider.
These echoes are applied to all tracks.

windows that make up the 'virtual mixing desk’. At the top left is the Track Panning section, in which each track can be given its own position in the stereo image, while
in & similar way to set the volumes. Mix Effects controls the optional eche effects which are applied to all tracks.




t's never been easier or cheaper to
cut your own audio CDs,
SoundStudio cuts through a mass of
expensive and long-winded process-
es allowing you to create stereo 16-
bit audio files at 44.1kHz without the need
for any external equipment at all. These
files can then be used directly to cut audio
CDs using a CD-ROM writer and some
suitable software. That's got to be the ulti-
mate digital mastering system: no mixers,
no digital-analogue-digital conversions,
and you end up with a perfect recording
! that can be replayed on any domestic CD
F player. And yes, you can do this with any
| Amiga (expect a 1.3 machine), even if it
has no 16-bit sound card.

How it works

This is all possible thanks to the 'mixing’
stage in which SoundStudio prepares its
final sound data to be sent to a specified
destination. As was explained earlier, this
15 a stream of sound sample data. When
this is passed to the Amiga sound chip or
8 16-bit card, it's turned into sound that
¥ou can hear. When it's passed to a file on
a disk, it's written as one long sound sam-
ple file. Music is stored on audio CDs in
pretty much the same way, so in effect
you dump the music to your hard disk or
any other storage device,

S

then copy it to the CD
& using special

CD writing
Y

Master your own CDs

software (a number of CD writing software
packages are available in shareware and
commercial form).

It makes no difference whether you
have a sound card or not, because the
data is sent straight to your specified hard
drive destination. The speed of your
Amiga is also irrelevant in this case.
Mormally a slow Amiga wouldn't be able
to output at 44.1kHz as the CPU wouldn't
be able to keep up. However, when you're
writing a file on disk, SoundStudio has
built-in time correction so to account for
different CPU data transfer rates. So even
though it might take 20 minutes to write a
complex module that lasted five minutes
when played in real time, the resulting file
on the hard drive would play back at
exactly the right speed when put onto an
audio CD.

CD writers '
Until very recently, the idea of adding a CD
writer to an Amiga would have been
reserved for the affluent minority. That's all
changed now, as for one reason or anoth-
er, over the last year prices of CD writers
have been plummeted. It's now possible
to pick up an internal CD writer drive for
around £300 and you can take your pick
from a range of CD writing software too.
CD writers look just like normal CD-ROM
drives. They can read CD-ROMs
but of course they can also |
write them. These drives
use a special type of
blank CD which
can be

FEATURE

written to once only. You can't go back
and delete or copy over anything once
you've 'burned’ a blank CD. Thase blanks
cost anything from £5 to £20 each,
depending on how many you buy, the
brand, and where you gset them-from.
Blank CDs are very temperamental things
and have a tendency to ‘blow out’ during
the writing process if they're not happy.
It's vital that a blank is clean and free of
dust when it's put into the CD writer. Even
if dirt doesn't stop it blowing out during
burning, it will deflect the laser as it
writes, leading to a bad master that proba-
bly won't work,

Don’t forget

Bearing in mind that blank CDs aren't
cheap and their fussy nature, it's impor-
tant that you have everything set up prop-
erly before you start to write one. You
can't abort half way through and have
another go on the same CD - if you stop a
CD writing in mid-flow it will be rendered
useless. When running out your hard disk
file from SoundStudio, make sure you
select the correct file format (check with
your CD writing software for formats it can
deal with). Also make sure you have the
mix rate set to 44.1kHz and that you out-
put a stereo file. If you have the mix rate
incorrectly set, the track will play back at
the wrong speed or not at all.

Another point to keep in mind is the
volume adjustment setting. This is found
in the mix settings section and allows you
to alter the 'scaling’ of the channels to get
the best output volume level. In other
words, it's like an overall volume control. If
you set it too high the sound will be dis-
torted where the waveform clips. If it's too
low then the sound will be quiet, lacking in
definition and more inclined to sampling
noise, not using the full range of the 16-bit
bandwidth. Always turn smoothing on
when running out a module to hard disk.
When it's played back, either through a
16-bit card or from an audio CD, you might
notice that it seems to have less treble

content than when you played it in real-
time without smoothing. This is indeed
the case, but the treble that has
gone is treble that shouldn't
have been there in the first
place. Remember this
when setting your rela-
tive instrument vol-
ume levels and editing
samples. You may find
it best to balance it so
that it sounds slightly
treble-heavy when
played without
smoothing. There are a
number of CD writer
software packages avail-
able and in development
for the Amiga. Most are
currently undergoing fairly
major upgrades at the
moment. We'll be taking a
close look at some of the
best of these very soon.
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MIDI sequencing

A Not a lot of people seem to realise that OctaMED SoundStudio is a very capable MIDI sequencer. Adding MIDI instruments to your
sample-based system is incredibly simple and gives your music so much more potential, How about bolting an a lovely BassStatinn?

here's no reason why your music
set-up should start and end with
your Amiga. Contrary to popular
belief, SoundStudio is ideal for
anyone who wants to run a MIDI
systemn from their Amiga. MIDI instru
ments and Amiga samples can be seem-
@ssly integrated in the same projects.

In fact, if you really want to get the
most from your Amiga, a combination of
samples and MIDI instruments is definite-
Iy the way to go.

To demonstrate this, the first audio
track on this month's CD edition (actually
track 2, track 1 is CD-ROM data) was cre-
ated with SoundStudio and a modest
MIDI system. It can be played on any hi-fi
CD player or CD-ROM drive.

CD audio track

Irack 2, the first audio track on this
month's CD-ROM edition, is called
Giraffe’ and was created by myself
using a combination of MIDI instruments
and 8-bit Amiga samples, all sequenced
and recorded live in a single pass

from SoundStudio.

The entire set-up used to make it con-
sisted of the following: an Amiga, Omega
Frojects Sound Enhancer, MIDI interface,
Novation BassStation analogue synth,
Cheetah MSE analogue synth module,
¥amaha FX 500 stereo effects processor,
Fostex X-26 cassette multitrack/mixer,
DCC 730.

The kit list

All the Amiga samples were passed
through the Sound Enhancer, a small unit
that boosts bass and treble frequencies.
Amiga samples were used for the zappy
techno sounds at the very start, the per-
Eussion, stabs and stop effects, and the
repeating siren type loop.

The BassStation supplied the bassline

while the Cheetah MS36 was used for the
synth string chord (you want a whole
chord sequence? Maybe next time ...)
These were combined with the six-input
mixer saction of the Fostex X-26 cassette
multitracker {no multi-tracking or record-
ing was done with the X-26 cassette
deck). Via the single stereo effects loop
of the X-26 mixer, the BassStation, MS6
and two channels of Amiga samples
were all processed in varying amounts
with the Yamaha FX 500 unit. The chan-
nels of Amiga samples containing the
bass drum and a few other bits and
pieces were left 'dry’ with no effects
added. Of course SoundStudio is quite
capable of driving much bigger studio
set-ups than this.

The main output from the mixer was
recorded onto Digital Compact Cassette
on a DCC 730. This was then transferred

Expand and deliver

to hard disk via a Toccata 16-bit sampler
card and then written to the master CD.

Production notes

Due to demands of having to put a maga-
zine together this month as well as mess-
ing around in the studio (and other lame
excuses), it was written and then slightly
remixed in a total of around four to five
hours. Mot surprisingly there are a few pro-
duction glitches, so let's take a look at
them and see how they occurred.

Getting the relative levels of each sound
sent to the effect processor was tricky,
especially as the sound returned from the
effects box was very strong in a narrow
band of high frequencies. This is good for
‘crisping up’ the sound, but too much leads
to a hard tinny overtone. During the drop-
out section in the middle, the intensity is
raised by sending more of the siren-type
loop to the effects box. During the live mix |
accidentally started twiddling the wrong
knob (the Cheetah MSE channel) which
went uncorrected. The result of this is the
single note from the MS6 coming through
at too high a volume all of a sudden once
the track builds up again, which was then
rather hastily turned back down again as
the mistake became apparent.

Overall equalisation levels seem to be
about nght according to a couple tests on
different systems. The mix is not helped by
the reverb and distortion on the bassline,
Although it makes it more moody than just
the ‘dry’ sound from the synth, it also has
the effect of making it less clear and
defined in its role as a bassline. A general
rule of thumb with basslines is not to put
them through heavy reverb effects, but
then again if it sounds right, go with it. All
the sound sources were mono, so the
stereo echo/distortion effect is useful for
adding some space to the overall sound. It
goes on quite a bit too - eight minutes is a
bit drawn out for home listening but it's
designed to be a trancey club track, hence
the length and the breakdown to just the
beats at the end. S0 now it's your turn. Il

Once you start adding extra kit to your core Amiga system you won't be able to
stop. Here’s a quick list of some of the main items you could consider, and what

they'll do for you.

MIXER. This is essential to combine all your sound sources into a single stereo
signal. You can now choose from a wide range of quality small mixers priced

between £150 and £200.

MASTER RECORDER. There are a number of options here. The most popular is DAT
(starts at around £400), DCC is good for those on a very tight budget (£249).
Sound module. Modern multi-timbrel sound modules come packed with all kinds
of sounds and usually have their own effects processors built-in. Prices start

around £200.

DRUM MACHINE. Not as popular as they used to be since the rise of the sampler
and sound modules with built-in drum kits, but a good one will serve you well.
Cheaper models available for around £150.

EFFECTS PROCESSOR. Add reverb, echo, distortion, flange and other special effects
to your sounds to give them more character and general sheen. Around £200 will

get you a good starter model.

CONTROLLER KEYBOARD. Not normally a priority purchase for a small system, but
most set-ups will eventually include one of these. Makes no sound but controls
other sound modules that have no keyboard. Expect to pay around £200 upwards.

FEATURE
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Word Processor/Publisher
Latest version of this award
wiinmni nginf‘rw.un_

only!! £72.99
Final Writer Lite

Requires Kickstart 1.04 or above,
iMb of Ram and | Floppy Drive,
Hard Drive installable if desired.

£39.99
Wordworth 6 CD

Ay Amiga 1.04 or higher
#IME o

#CO R
#0n

e ﬁ-H'}n
Line docurmentation

Wﬂrdworth 6 Office CDF

FWordworth § #Datartore I #0rgamiser 1
#Money Matters 4
Integrated i
Mini Office 'neer==d | =ik
*'Wordprocessor ®Spreedshest
®lratabase .r.’l iphics® Dinc LPoleers
L]
Final Data £39.99
® Requires Workbench 1.3 or more

Package
F46.99 (G 7
IMb of memory & | floppy drive,

Wizard 560-dpi
Amiga Mouse

£12.49

Aifa Data 400-dpi
Mega Mouse+

®3 Button Mouse £I 2'?9 h

BExtra Long Cable
| 2Button Mega-Mouse E£9.99 |

Mousemat 4mm £2.49
Zip Stick joystick £9.99
HubGShiftmnu::fgn'ﬁmiwnch £919?
Amiga Joystick £7.99
Amiga Contol Pad  £9.99
Kickstart2.04/2.05 £24.99
CIA8520A1/Ochip £18.99
FPU 25mhz FLC(F £29.99
FPU3ImhzPLCC £34.99

Blitz Basic
Blitz Basic2.1

Popular BASIC Prngrarnming
language for all Amiga's

Special offer

1l £29.99

(Zydec Speakers
ZyFi-2...£26.99 |
[ZyFiPro.£57.99 |

 Prima PSU

200watts of Power
4x Standard PSU Power

Special
Offer

Vista Pro Lite
Requires ZMb of Ram
& Hard Disk With

£4.99

Limited Offer

~£39.99 Opus 5.5 £45.99

Graphics
New!! Epson GT-5000

® A4 Flathed scanner
"

# 108 dpi opbeal yoan resclutan

® i PE Exbing & OCR soltwirs

£329.99

Th Brga rarge of Loenpeiee
req. saditional deiver Lsftmars and 8
Badirectonal paralisl cabie.

Epson GT-8500

® Bidrerbon
® A4 F

® 4

® 5100 dpi o

ol On!y..£450 99
Epsun GT?UI}O

& Bidire i IPar
® Ad F

» &30 dp £8P
® 0T dp AL P W

al Parsilel & SC8 Interface

el & S

£&29 99

Epson Flatbed Scanner
Software & Cable...£59.99

Power Scan vd, EB'? 99

1I:5‘":tu]':"l:.:|!'l.lfhv\t':mr""l'?pn:a.n Col. £ | '.H 99

1-1-hr|:mbursnnnﬂr &7 million colours J

Graphics Software

"e"'rhotogemu 2CD
¢

m
ires 2ehipld Fast
M rmbnimwm,
Hard Disk &
CD Rom Drive,
K.start 3.0 or higher.

only!! £89.99 |

CinemadD
£169.99

Amiga Ray-Tracing software
Req. IMb of RAM, and
Kickstart 2 or higher

Photogenics

Scala MM400
£279.99

Special Offers
X-CAD 2000........£9.99
Vista Pro Lite......£4.99
Full Retail Box and Manuals

Blitz Basic 2.1.....£29.99

Twist 2 £74.99

Relational Database

® Reguires Warkbench 2.1 or
above & 2Mb of memory

® Requires Workbench 1.0 or
abDowe _EHh |'|-f MG ry min.,
H.Disk with SMb of fres Space

TurboCalc 4 £49.99
Directory

Orusd

¥ Reguires YWorkbench 1.0 =
or above, and a Hard Drive.

Other Titles Available
Diisk Magic 2 £34.99 IBrowse £13.99
Maxon Magic £26.99 MethWeb £19.99
Devpac 3 £61.59 Met & Web 2 £66.99
Gamesmith L7799 Termite £311.99
Hisoft BASIC 2 £63.9%  Termite TCP £47.99
Hisoft C+& £149.99 LightwaveIDE429.99
High Speed Pascal £69.99
Quarterback Disk Suite £34.99

\GB Rowte Plus & GB Route Edic £19.99

Amiga Parnet rarallel Metwork  £14.99
Modem Cable 9-25/25-25 £9.99
Mull Medem Cable £9.99
Amiga-VGA Monitor Adap. £6.99
Amiga-RF TV Cable £2.49
Amiga-CMBB33 Monitor £9.99
Amiga-TV Scart Cable £9.99
Printer Cable (1.8 metre) £4.99
Disk Drive/Monitor Ext. £14.99
Analogue PC ).stick Adapt. £7.99
Mouse/joystick Extension  £4.99
Mouseljoystick Autoswitch £9.99
MIDI Cables (3 metre x2) £9.99
Centronics-Centronics £9.99
SC5| D25-50 way Cent. £11.99
SCSI D25-50 way Micro-D £15.99
SCSI| Adaptors from.. £15.99
SCSI Terminators from... £19.99
Internal SCSI Cables from... £9.99
2.5" IDE Hard Drive Cable £5.99
Amiga-3.5" Hard Drive £18.99
g ik

just give us a call, we can usually supply
rmost cables next working day.

Amiga CD ROM's

Delivery £1.50 per title or £3.99 for 4+

10TE Wasird Textures £11.7F

1Tt & LSD Wal. | RE )

ITBt &LSDVol2 1799 | mouen

[ Amiga Developers CD Ver 1.1

GIF & 1 [TEET]
Giga Graphics 4 L]

£12.99
jorthe | Global Ariga Exprncei®] 99

1T & LSD Vol 2 LIT.5%

nesded to devel

A Grafix Sensations | {IT.8%

1Tt Collection LI0.89
ITB& Continuation L1459

Amipa. Frém d&mips Technok
Dievetapers Tanls arnd Duursntation.

e Guinnuss Dise of Records | 7,99
Haorror Sensations (|B)L1 759

17B& Phass 4 (ER ]
178t Sch Dimension L1759
3000 JPEG Textures C1159
178 & LSD Yol. L1759

New!!Photogenics VI CD ROM L89.99
Mew features Animation Support, Mew Effects System,
Wirtual lmages Plus More....

Hattest § [ARE L]
Imags PD CD EIT.R9
Into-che-Met LIT.5%
Insight Dimosaurs ARy

D Images'Objects LEFY
A&GA Experience | MFALIL9Y
G Experience T MFALIT 79
AGA Toolkit 77 ERFy
Amiga Developers CDL1 1 5%

Buy Weird Science Metwork 2 CD &
CD-31, Serial Metwork Cable.
For only, £35.99

Learning Curee LIT.9%
Light ROM 4 L1459
Light RDOM Gold EITEy
Hapc Publher
Magic WB Enkancer {859

155

Amiga Desktop Video 2 1159
Amilga Repair Kit L1959

New!! EPIC MIM Encyclopedia  £15.99

Heeting Pearis vl ]
Maovie Maker Special FXZ17.99

fmiMet § {15
AmiMNet 1T
AmiMet 1]
AmiMet 14
AmiNet 15
Amibet 16

New!! CD Rom World Atlas £14.99
Full colour Multimedia Atlas for the Amiga.
Rated Absolutely Superb

Multirmiedia Toolkie | 101759
Hultimesdia Backdrops (1799
Megwork CD 1 EILF
Mothing but GIFs AGALIT. ¥
Mething but Tetris £R.5
Octamed &+ Sounds Terr L1759

AmiMet 1T
AmiNet Set |

New!!

AmiMet Set 1 £11.99 Inc. Wa

AmiMet Set (14.9%

¢ Publisher 4 CD set£19.99
rth 4 TD, Final Writer 4 5E,
10,000 Fonts and 5,000 Clips and more.

Qetamed Sound Studiod 21 75
O% Yas More Waorms (555
Fandora's €O L7.9%
Pow-Ray 1159

Arcade Classics Pl £120.5%
AW [A.7%
Assassins CO Vol 3 (17.99
Cbd Gamas vI1 £11.99
Cidl Sensations v LR

Now Available Zoom-2 £18.99
Long awalted Mew version of this very popular
CD. The latest PD from I Libraries.

Prima Sharewars vl (959
Retro Gold L1799
Scane Storm £17.99
Sari-Fi Sensation 1 AER
Sound FX Sensation L1299

CAM L1199
Card Games CO PR,
CO-FD | i5.9%
CO-FD 2 £5.99

Octamed Sounds Studio CD £21.99
Taotally revamped niw version of this top selling CO,
includes endbess new and Improved features.

Sound Library £17.99
Source Code L1799
Space & Astrononny
Special FX Yol |

L18.99
Ln.e

CO-PD 3 (5.9
Caolour Likbeary L899
Diem Rom [AFR

New!! AmiMet | T - Mow Available

LI17.99
i "t
The Spectram CO M L1699

£12.99 The Personal Suite  £17.9%

Demo Caollection wl (5.99
Esmwlagosrs Unlirmited £17.99
Encounters i12.mM
Epic Callection 1 L1799
Epic Int. Encyclopedia {1599

Secoop Purchase I Insight Dinosaurs
Designed for the CD3IZCD-TY but usable on

any Amiga with CD. Mow Oniy£4.99

Ueilies 1 {PDSadt) L17.99
Utilities Experience  {]1.99
Weird S¢. AMOS PD L15.99
Weird Sc. Animatioss (| §.99
Wird Sc. Clip Ard L0.9%

Ewre CD vl L1299
Bl Licenseware L9
Fractal Universe £17.99
Guasrrsirs Dalighe 2 £18.99
Gateway .99

Ideal Xmas Gift!!

Guinness Disc of Records £17.99
CD Version of the ever-popular fact filled book.

Weird Sc. UPD Gald £17.99
Workbench Add-Ors £20.99
Wsrld Atlas £24.99
Waarld Infa #5 1799
Wreen of the Web  £21.59

Gewk Gadgees £17.99 %
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Printers:
Problen

At CU Amiga
Magazine we get

more enquiries on

printers than any

other subject. Whie o > avoided by putting in a lit-
e home ! CU Amiga
should | buy? Aagazine! | think we all k t a print-

' that comput

doesn’t it

the prmt I:_||_JTI on. Unfortunately, printf_‘:r
( oesn't work like that on the

15ing a printer on
»d to understand not

hp |:-ri nter itsel
~ I-IE_.-
box from

ns shouldn't need to be
ve read this article to
about your machi

out there, O
you what

PISE | W OV o e

i G R

A1 Fagei JF[W] shnim | sk |
W& A SE]s] &R eI al)

A H you want to make sure the elements on your page print in
the right place om papes, then you need to enter the comect
hardware margins for your printer into the Print Area gadgets in
Fimal Writer, also called Print Borders in Wardworth.
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some fundamental problems and lots
more besides, but first, a look at the
different categories of printers that
are available.

Just your type

Like people, not all printers are made the
same. You have different categories of
printers as well as different types within
each category.

Take ink-jets. Not all ink-jets are the
same because you have ones that print in
colour and monochrome, others that only
print in monochrome, high resolution
models, A4 and A3 formats and the list
goes on. No wonder people start pulling
their hair (only the grey ones of course)
put at the wide array of choices there are
these davys.

Dot matrix

Dot-matrix printers also known as impact
printers and pin printers. This antiquated
technology has limited uses these days
because although dot matrix printers are
cheap, so are ink-jets and the price advan-
tage the dot matrix printer once had over
an ink-jet has almost disappeared. Like
typewriters, pin printers rely on ribbons to
make the impression on the page but
colour ribbons quickly become dirty which
means the images they produce are also
dirty. This isn't so much of a problem with
black and white ones.

Buy one of these printers if you have a
specific need for it like producing tractor
fed stationery (like labels) or multi-part
stationery (like invoicing) or, like me,
you're really strapped for cash (cut the sob
stories - Ed).

Ink-jet

If however, you want a printer for day-to-
day use, then the ink-jet printer is the ideal
buy. Whether it's producing colour coded
invoices that bring a smile to an accoun-
tant's face or CD covers that look like
they've been done on a printing press, the
ink=jet is certainly a versatile machina. And
with new models capable of 1440 dpi just
launched by Epson, new strides are being
made to create the perfect printer.

Laser printers

In recent years though, the price of a top
guality laser has slowly crept downwards,
affecting ink-jet sales in the process.
These days, lasers are affordable by most
computer owners, not just "well to do’
Amiga people.

The only drawback in buying a laser is
that the output is monochrome, but if it's
lots of copies you want, then a LaserJet is
a must,

Applications for a laser are more limit-
ed than those for ink-jets but if you're into

DTE then you'll probably have a very good
reason for splashing out on one.

Other types

As well as the three main types of printers
listed above, there are others which are
useful for specialist types of work. The
main ones that spring to mind are the
thermal wax and solid ink type printers,
like the Star SJ-144 and Citizen PRINTiva
600C. These are not printers that should

S
S
e
=
=
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be chosen for day to day work like printing  using metallic colours, something you A Professional
letters, due to their higher running costs. can't do with your garden variety ink-jet. ::'.":;":
These are more suited for doing T- Another type of printer that gets a beth vertically
Shirts and printing on objects that other mention from time to time is the dye sub- :“H::IIIT
types of printers won't touch. The limation printer, great for producing pho- .J,"mﬁ.
PRINTiva 600C, for example, is very use- tographic work but little else. If | was to image an your
ful when printing on surfaces a wet ink pick one area where the dye sub printer ;F:::"'
printer won't, like glossy card and some does have a place for Amiga owners, it's  which for these
art papers. The PRINTiva can also print in photography, especially for the serious :"”:"*
amateur or professional who wants to elements to
&% o take advantage of digital processing and ~ mistinthe
When it comes to produce results close to that achieved on ﬂm“'
= - hotographic paper.
using a printer on ol v,
Ami Buying factors
your iga, you So far, we've only touched on the cate-
need to understand gories of printers there are. Within each
category, are other sub divisions which
not only how your can make life just as difficult when it
comes to choosing a printer to sit along-
Amiga works with side your Amiga. Take Epson for example.
it They have just released a load of new
a pl‘ll’ltﬂl‘, but also Colour Stylus printers that are very good
% indeed and a significant improvement over
how the printer previous models.
The problem faced by you, the printer
. 5 :
itself operates. buyer, when new models like these are
TurboPrint 4 I||-.-|-||i| s-Printmanager (C .II'I:.I IrseaSoflt
20
10
Size: [ HH |
width: [ ]|  § portinat
Helght! EEE I | Aspect
Frint-Position:
Left: Centre _ |
Tap: | L Centre ___| « TurhoPrint's
. Print Manager
Faper Size! Unprintable: has heen
Hidth: [Z83 | Left: |_i_ | superseded by
Meights [Z79 | Tor: [T | hr ooy
TrboPrint 5
Back.. | Bosition | Primt | s
allow maliple
images on
one sheet.

Continued an page 30 [P
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|!1|E worthwhile points to make a note of. i i
=l e High resolution output (720dpi) takes a Driving the daisy
= long time to print because there can be There are two parts to getting your
: many megabytes of data to send to printer to work with your Amiga. The
®illl the printer. Sometimes this process first is to get an appropriate cable. For
£ can take many hours when printing ninety nine percent of people, that
landscape pages. means a Centronics parallel cable.
] # Printers like the Canon BJC-620 are These are the same as you would get
E more economical when it comes to replac- | for connecting most PCs to a printer
ing colour inks that have run out because and as such, are readily available in PC
you only replace the colour used. Most stores right round the world.
= others printers have tricolour chambers The second thing required is more
and if one colour runs out, all three have complex. It's called a printer driver
to be replaced. and what it does is convert the infor-
# The 800 series printers frorm Hewlett- mation being output by your Amiga
5 s Packard are very good for 600 dpi mono- applications into a language under-

stood by your printer. As you can
imagine, each printer is going to have
a different set of commands it uses to

chrome output but | found fine detailed
colour images not as good as those from

AT launched, is that many suppliers, especial- the 720 dpi printers (Stylus 500 and

'F‘*‘r",'*'i:: ly Amiga ones, still have old stock. So do  BJC-620). If choosing a HP model, the cur- | convert the information from a printer
Wore margins,  YOU g0 for the new model or stick with a  rent one is the 870CXi (not the 820 into the image on the paper. This is
placea  fried and trusted one? Windows printer). why you need different printer drivers

The deciding factor will be heavily » A four colour printer which uses a and ones that are up to date, because

mﬁ:'n:‘dl: influenced by available printer drivers. For  separate black cartridge and a three colour  although an old LaserJet driver may
.mﬁ";': example, I've already mentioned this cartridge, produces better output than a drive a new LaserJet to some extent
white bits  Super new printer from Epson that can three colour one (no black cartridge for (because they are both PCL based),
“"‘;"“‘::: output at 1440dpi. Now, at the moment, colour output). : _ it's highly likely the output will be a
mveysw O printer driver on the Amiga supports # All new printers require a separate print- lot worse than what the printer
bardware mor-  this resolution, but will do | expect in the ing enhancement package. Owners of would produce if used with a decent
" oke  near future. Canon printers can get such a package for | set of printer drivers. What's the
Barders or o S free from Canon while Epson and Hewlett-  point in spending hundreds of pounds
Print Area. Compa‘tlhlllty Packard customers will need to pay £49.95  for duff output?
The big question though is whether these  for theirs. Do not bother using standard Which leads me to two packages
new Colour Stylus models will work with Workbench drivers, because | haven't seen  that are a must for every Amiga
existing drivers in packages like TurboPrint  anything yet that matches the commercial owner. One is called Studio Il
and Studio |l In the past, | have found packages for quality and reliability. Professional (HiSoft 0500 223 660) and
many new models have worked with Skimping on proper software just means the other TurboPrint 5 (Wizard
slightly older drivers, an example being the you are devaluing your printer and not Developments 01322 527 800). These
Stylus 500 worked with the Stylus |l driver  encouraging developers to create new dri packages do two things. One is they
and Hewlett-Packard's 870 worked with an  vers and so on for Amiga owners. In the provide the necessary printer driver so
850 driver and so on. This is because the end, we all lose by not supporting those that your printer can understand the
printer's command set (PCL, EscP2 and so  supporting us. stuff being output by your Amiga and
on) is very much the same. # Finally, buy an obscure brand printer to secondly, they have enhanced prefer-
That doesn't mean the Epson printers save money and you could end up with a ences programs which are vital to get
will work with existing software though white elephant. Play safe and buy a sup- the best output these modern printers
because the significant point about the ported brand name. can produce.
Epson printers is the increase in resolution ' s This is not a hard and fast rule and
which won't be supported for a while. A . B e (0 R = varies from printer to printer, but if |
case of watch this space. Swienk. [ Pateait | Copewis [ Wede 5 szmEs | was buying a Hewlett-Packard laser
So when given the choice between Copise [V | Timslet (W] Longuape | Pi-anguage | 5| {or compatible), | would opt for Studio
new and old, use some common e 'm_':::’.:l e Il Professional, whereas if | was
sense and if in doubt, go with models e 1 ——r getting a colour ink-jet, like an Epson
you know will work with your Amiga. I'm T =T T il Al s s | Stylus, | would go for TurboPrint.
sure your favourite Amiga magazine will s g | castat’ | There are other points though to take
cover these new printers as they come into account. I'm told the Print
out, letting you know if they work with i Pac like Studio Il and TarboPrint are oftes wrongly Manager for TurboPrint 5 (now called
current software and so on. ::';"::I:h,::':“mﬂ'mwmmw the Graphics Publisher) enables you to
In the meantime, here are some you get more from your printer print more than one image on the
page. Studio Il Professional meanwhile
(0 Gotuptylus V.00 @186 Woll Faust has direct support for programs like
i i S Font PageStream 3 and ImageFX 2.6,
El Stylus Color I P— enabling you to improve the output
ey L you're likely to get from these applica-
rt d e
i Fram time to [t T lﬂﬂ T tions. M‘f advice is to talk to those
thes. oo oy ‘g""‘i}l et 1y e e selling the program and find out which
il ign Bi Dinetlnl pack has the features you need.
: ':I-‘: print s Hai_thnr package is ah_ud of the
S a;‘.: game in terms of providing printer dri-
and this wtility vers for new printers like the Stylus
“:"ﬁ:ﬂﬁ : v Advanced Settings... 600 and 800, but you can bet, they will
Sl | F——| ey R s it i
do that.
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Larry’s top 10 printers for the Amiga
[he 1. Epson Colour Stylus 500 better than those from its baby brother,
. For Although now superseded by the fab but the DeskJet 690, which is getting long in
: untested on the Amiga, Stylus 80O, the the tooth despite recent improvements.
Stylus 500 produces super
get guality in colour and 5. LaserJet 5M Plus
er black and white and is This deserves a mention bacause of its
n PC & great value. Requires  incredibly reliable engine, which keeps
third party drivers churning out prints day after day. A little
ore . like TurboPrint. bit on the pricey side for most Amiga
1 r owners, but if you do a lot of DTP this is
for- e the printer.
ga
- 6. Hewlett-Packard LaserJet 5L
Fancy a laser for less than £3507 Then
have " the LaserJet 5L is worth a long hard look.
2s to ' “Y It may be ugly and can't be upgraded to
. ] : : i,
inter PostSeript, but the 5L is an ideal entry
is ' level machine into the world of lasers,
ause . ) ¥ 7.Epson Stylus 200
ay . | A “':-h b I've seen this for just £117, “*"4%
ent | e ’*’f\ . which makes it exceptiona ¥
1), | i > ) value for a monochrome A One of the cheapest ink-jots 've ever seen is the Stylus
& a "‘\\ ot printer and because you can 200, l!lllﬂtlrnm priilgr that cam be upgraded to colour with
& The Epson Stylus 500 is probably the best upgrade it with the addition of an the addition of o colowr kit
ent peimter far Amiga swners in terms of value and print quality. upgrade kit, if you're locking for an
! entry level printer, this may well be it. 9. Canon BJC-4200
unds 2. Canon BJC-620 Don't forget you need a printer driver/ Very popular with Amiga owners, is
®or heavy duty colour printing at high enhancement package which adds £50 tha 4000 series of printers from Canon.
g sesolution, the BJC-620 is very desirable. to the price, The 4200 is the latest and with a price
% has the advantage of letting you less than £250, it's good value, even if
#eplace a single colour when it runs out 8. Citizen PRINTiva 600C it isn't as good as the mighty 600
and @5 well as having a free print enhance- This gets a special mention because it's series Canons.
ment package called CanonStudio. almost in a category of its own and so
258 comes top of the class. The PRINTivaisa  10. Canon 4550
ey 3. Hewlett-Packard LaserJet 6MP solid ink printer for doing T-Shirts, metallic  Gives you the ability to print A3 without LE‘_‘:EE'I';'“
Br 50 When it comes to lasers, they don't come  colours and so on. A little expensive to run  you having to mortgage your house. Use A3 capable
he much better than this. Priced at around but because it can print on things normal it with CanonStudio or if vou already have :m:t':“'
and E700, this PostScript version of the 6 ink-jets can't, it deserves a mention here. it, Studio Il Professional. super value.
fer- Beries has many great features. For non
get Postscript output, you'll need Studio |l
iters Pofessional or TurboPrint.
and 4 Hewlett-Packard 870CXi
if | ® rugged and very fast printer that costs
er E100 more than the Colour Stylus but

scores well because the 600 dpi mono-
g Srome output is very good indeed, and
e quality of colour images is certainly

ou to

while

slica-

vhich

r dri-
s

a ltte pricey compared to the Epson 1
20 = still A very worthwhile parchase with 720 dpi output
‘wies that can be individually replaced. W also feels mare robust
controls on the printer instead of software only.

Continued on page 32 .‘ .-
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A spot of trouble shooting for your printer

= 0 How can | lessen the time it takes
for my Amiga to finish printing a page?

Buy an accelerator, In recent tests
with an ‘060 board, | found a page with
pictures on it that took six minutes from
Final Writer on a 68020 Amiga, took only 1
and a half minutes using the 060 board.
Printer buffers and a faster printer helps,
but the accelerator in your Amiga is what
really what cCounts.

HQ My page from the ink-jet has
white lines across it.

B A Use the printer's clean facility. The
nozzles in @ phnt head become clogged
for one reason or another, preventing ink
from getting to the paper. It could also be
a sign your ink is about to run out. Try the
clean function first though sometimes the
print head just needs a clean!

B QL How can | avoid dark lines across
the page?

These are generally (nat always)
caused by overlapping strips. Whenfiyour
application prints a page, it does s0 in
strips, the less memory you have, the thin-
ner these strips. | have found testing dif-
ferent printers, that the occurrence of
these overlapping strips usually occurs in
cheaper models. It can also vary depend-
ing on what printer driver you use and
application. So if this is something you
have problems with, it maybe worth fid-
dling with the settings in your print
enhancement package or changing printer
driver packages should you be able to
afford to do so, or lastly, at some stage
get a better printer.

B QL my page doesn't print in the right
lace on the paper.

A This is definitely a preferences prob-
lem. What you need to do is establish your
printer's hardware margins, enter these
into the application you are using (this
varies from application to application} and
then it should print in the right place.
Space prevents me from going into great
detail on this but having your page set up
correctly with your printer preferences
helps enormously. This is why | recom-
mend a package like Studio,

But even with that, | found different
settings (such as Page Format) were
required for different types of printers,
never mind different size papers.
Experiment using black and white boxes
on your page because printing in black
and white is fastest. Do your experiment-
ing at the resolution you normally output
at. When you have a document that is set
up correctly, use it as a template for other
documents and make sure you keep a
note of all your preferences.

B QL | want to print on card but the
manual says | can't.

The manual says that because it is
not recommended because if you do and
you damage the print head, then you may

invalidate your warranty. However, if you
know that you are gaing to be doing this
type of work before you buy a printer, then
look for a heavy duty printer that hasa
near straight paper path. A number of
lasers have these, as do some ink-jets like
the 600 series Canons (not straight, but
fairly close).

The best place to go for information on
this subject is the manufacturers’ help line.
Don't bother mentioning it's for an Amiga
because you'll anly confuse them but ask
which printers da have settings for card or
thicker papers. It's also worth finding what
damage can occur if used with a particular
model so you can better assess the risk.

B QL | bought a DeskJet 850 and it
mentions in the manual about aligning
the print heads. How can | do this?

B A TurboPrint has a utility for this. It is a
simple enough process but you will need
the proper software to do it. Studio |l has
something similar for the Stylus.

HBQiam looking at getting a Hewlett-
Packard 870CXi DeskJet. Is there an
Amiga printer driver for it?

M A Both TurboPrint 4.1 and Studio I
drive this using the DJ-850 driver. | am
lead to believe TurboPrint & has a driver for
this model as well.

B QL 1 am looking at buying a laser
nter. Should get a PostScript one?

If you can afford it, certainly. |
wouldn't buy a laser that did not have
PostScript because there are many
instances where PostScript output is
preferable to that from printer preferences.
It is, in most cases, guicker too.

B Q. Why when | want to print only
does it take so long to print?

Providing you are printing black text,
make sure you have selected black and
white in the printer set up function for
your application. Printing anything includ-
ing just text, takes time because an image
of the page is created in memory at the
resolution you have chosen and then
dumped to the printer in strips.

The other alternative is to use a text
based word processor like Protext where
the text is sent to the printer, not an image
of the page as mentioned above. Your
main obstacle with Protext is finding a
copy as | don't know if anyone is still sup-
porting the Amiga version,

B QL Are printers for Macintoshes com-
ible with Amigas?

Ain general, no. It is possible to get
some to work with an Amiga but you
would be best advised if you have to ask
this question, to stick to "PC’ type printers
which work fine on Amigas. There are
exceptions of course, like GDI printers
which need a PC to control them. See the
top 10 (page 31) for a list of decent print-
ers to choose from.

B QL The latest DeskJets have a
photographic mode. Will that mean | can
int photographs?

A ink-jets let you print photographic
material. This new photographic six colour
print mode where you replace the black
cartridge with another colour one, didn't
seem to make a lot of difference when
used on my Amiga. We may test this in
the future with TurboPrint 5.

B QL Can you tell me how to get rid of
the ‘blockiness’ that | get when | print

W ictures?

Pixelisation or blockiness as you call
it, is caused by making a bitmap image to
big. To get decent colour images, make
sure that you don't enlarge the image
when putting it on the page. Lets say you
have an image that is 640 pixels wide
which on a normal monitor is around 9
inches, When you print it, make it around
& inches wide on the paper. This is called
scaling and what that achieves is that it
increases the effective resolution of the
image. If though you were having that
image printed on a high resolution device
for magazine production say, then it
maybe advisable to reduce it even further
to say 3 inches wide to increase the reso-
lution even more.

Something else you can do is make
sure that when you create such images,
you have anti-aliasing on. This will help
improve the guality but above all, be very
careful when scaling bitmap images.

B QL How can | use the scalable fonts
in my printer for multiple fonts on the

one 7
.mess you have a text based word
processor like Protext that has printer dri-
vers that let your select the individual scal-
able typefaces in your printer, you can't.
Some other applications like Waordwoarth,
also have support for this, but
Waordworth's support does not seem as
comprehensive as Protext’s. Printing
enhancement packages give you some
support for using the fonts in a printer but
at the end of the day, if you want to use
multiple scalable fonts on a page, you'll
need either a package like Protext that can
access these fonts or do what most peo-
ple do, and use the scalable fonts that
come with your Amiga or application.
What is generally misunderstood, is
that when you use the scalable fonts on a
page like PageStream, Wordworth and
Final Writer, these fonts are on the Amiga,
not in the printer, and the image of the
page is generated within the Amigas
memory and output as a graphic to the
printer. Programs that use the printer’s
internal fonts, are working in text mode
with no graphics.

| could go on for forever about my
favourite subject but I've got to call a
halt somewhere. We should have some
printer reviews soon, 5o until then ... W
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AMIGA REPAIRS

FIXED PRICE ONLY £38.99 Incl, b oo ony

*Price includes PARTS, LABOUR & VAT

%0 Doy Parts and Labour Warranty

=24 Hour turn-arcund on most repairs m‘
“Includes FULL DIAGMNOSTIC, SERVICE & SOAK

*Upgrades fitted free with repair I. '“"
*If drive/keyboard needs r-p:l-tlrln + E10.00

{odd £&.00 for refurn carrioge) e

AMIGA lml Repairs only £48.99 Fully Inclusive
**+=**Repa ile-you-wait add £10.00%*****

COMPONENT SPARES

We are the largest distributor and retailer of Amiga s
In the UK. wifh an inventory of some 150,000+ puﬂs. rgn
discounts and catalogue available to trade,

SPECIAL OFFERS
AS00 Internal Drive  £28.99 A500/600/1200 PSU

A&00/1200 Int.Drive £28.99 A1200
KickStart 2.05 £19.90 ALH00 K rd
5 Buster IC £15.00 AS500 vh

20 Modulator Xchg £18.00 CD-32 PSU
8520 CIA £12.00 CD-32 COROM Drive

(cHips! cases]psus[orives]pces]

AMIGA PC MMIIIIH-}MHMHEH”
DART Computer ‘..:l'; SALES l'n-nm- & Packing add £3.00
105 London Road  (0116) 2470059 T
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DO YOU ATTRACT G]RLS"

Recent scientific research has offered evidence that pheromones can attract
members of the opposite sex to the wearer. Articleshave appeared about
such research in the international press and have been featured on BEC
TV Tomorrows World.
» "Minute quantities were sprayed on a chair in a dentist's waiting
room. Women patients made straight for the chair"Sunday Times
* "Women are amtracted to the smell” Dhaily Telegraph
» "The woman finds the man attractive but she doesn't know why.”
Lifestyle,
» "The stuff attracts women like you would not believe.”
Colorado Telegraph
{Many more press excerpts, with dates, are available on request.)
CONTACT 18 contains ANDROSTENONE and ANDROSTENOL
PHEROMONE and in the five years we have been offering it to the
public we have received manv re-orders and letters from satisfied
customers. Comes in a discreet 15ml atomiser (lasts 3 months),
"CONTACT 18 really does seemt to work! The most dramatic fnstances have occurred when
wegring it at discos. Ginls just drift towards me and start flirting. " D.T. Cardiff.
"Tknew CONTACT I8 wasn't @ gimomick when one of the girls ar work, quite out of
character, started to seduce mewhen we were alone in the office. ™ 8.D. Nottingham.

OFFER: | Price £12.95| MONEY BACK GUARANTEE:

Postpaid Contact 18 b our risk. Hyou ans not complete

Fast Geaporcn under | S Ia e e
plain cover =grey - A0 Suesbons askad

SPECIAL
Order 2 (£25.90)
and get an extra
CONTACT 18 - FREE!

24 HR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 0191 487 4087 2anrs)

GES RESEARCH TECHMNOLOGY, PO.Box 40, Gateshead NER IPD

H Trade Enguiries Weloome

r------—---------—---lw|

To: G.K.5 RESEARCH TECHNOLOGY, PO, BOX 40, GATESHEAD NES 1FD

I Price £12.95 each postpaid. SPECIAL OFFER: order 2 (£25.90) and get an exira bottle FREE! I

| YES! Please rush me ..... .....nottles of CONTACT 1E. [ enclose Cheque/ |

B et e T L e (Foreign add £3) I
|

Or debit my Access/ Visa Acoount NO........ccoveemccmmmmrrrres e

LOWEST PRICED TOP QUALITY

RIBBONS, INKJETS, TONERS & DISKS
Printer Ribbons

loff 2+ S+ 10+ BLACK 1ot -2 1123

| Amrrad DIMP- TN 250 RAE 238 215 Penmseoc RXPIIZVEIION0 348 330 10 xen

| Ammirad DIMP 4IMH 166 LI LK} N1 Pasassra: KXP DR 15500 592 23y Td 1% 134
POWEI SRS | FLQISH 245 I 150 230 Pansesni: KXF ZIZ0Z IR 495 A 8i) 400 44
IS 024/ OIS 550 173 155 33%  Seikosha SLSTLRS 570 5.55 5.%5 515
I20DVLEPIOSweh T8 145 im 150 230 Sear LCMY2Y G Fs ] 2.14 L2 2]

MPS 1ZHVIZN0 aM .33 LN 395 Swur LOMI i i} 235 165 145
Lyl & 193 173 355 Swr LOM- 100N 186 7 .51 231
AR 345 1W ko 2w COLOUR loff 3+ 5 Qs
FOMXRXENFLLEAN =9 LT RA 23 (Chtkoen Swilt e 195 180 1A 1120
i 147 1.7 16T Pamssonic KXP2 I R) 1063 D4R I02E S
Ty BRI X090 1,78 155 L35 Sear LOIVEO0 600 143 44 A

‘ Sagr LT 9k J

Fimwriier PN
ML A RS2 TS

Inkjet / Bubblejet Cartridges

Bulk Branded I x5

DD HD DD HD Camom B 1W1ew20 Cartridge 1638 1610 1598

Disks " £ Camom BJC 4000 Black Reflll T8 &A0 660
- £ £6 £6 £0 Camost BIC 4000 Cobosr Rl Lo 1880 LE.&!

5 Disks £10 £11 = -

SODisks £16 €18 €24 £36

100 Disks £29 £33 £41  £66
250 Disks £65 £76  £96  £153
500 Disks  £125 £148 £187 €288
All Disks Certified 100% ERROR FREE  (Thw ytoier
& INCLUDE FREE Labels

Uther Buves & Wallls  Epeon Stybus Colour Black

Cagasity Bux 5 A ll.I[ [Haones 150 ' o ol eail Ci

Bimnan O 13 gmemCmiae Sl

Capacity Deaw 1899 Lockabde CI) Drawers HIP IV Jet SO0 Series Tri-Cabsur 1200 for 1 2ml of each Cal.
M Capaity 169 Simr 548 A.50 for 2 x 20ml Relills

Commudore MIPSIIT Cartridge HLED  J8sD 04
HP IV Jet 50 Series Black Cartridge 2080 B0 2060
HF [I¥ Jet 500 Sevies Tri-Colowr Cart. 2150 ILM ILI0
HIF Think jetuivtjel Cartridge ML DRG0 L0

Inkjet / Bubblejet Refill Kits

EE0 for I x 20mil Kefills
EE0 for I x Jhml Refills
S50 Tor I x 20mil Kefills
350 Tor I x 20ml Kefills
250 Tor I x 12ml Refills

Various Dust Covers available from £3.99  Ring For Cartridges & Refills not listed

01543 250377 01543 250377
Ring us or send cheques to:
Owl Associates, Dept 511, Owl House, il

VISA
5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE |m——
(fficial Gsovernment & FEducational orders welcome E& OE

JALITY INK JET & BUBBLE JET REFILLS

O refills use oaly 1up quaju_\' imks. You by direct from us hence aur superb qu.lhl\ al sensshle prices.
Black refills for HP Deskjet 500, 510, 530, S00C, 5500, 5600, 600C, 830
CAMON BC-01, BJIEEXSX, BC-02, BINX, HJ].‘J:!-. HJ."HJ!J. BI330
EPSON STYLUS 800, 1000, CITIZEN PROJET. OLIVETTI JP150, 250, 3530, 364
G refill (3 on high capacity cartidges) kit 120mL pure black. £16.99
CANON BICH00, BICAD00VE 10 20 refills pure black 120ml. £16.5%%

EPSON STYLUS 4 refills 120ml pure black £16.5%9

TRICOLOUR REFILL KITS:
HF Deeskjet range 10 refills of Yellow, Magenta & Cyan 150mL. £24.99
CANON BJIC210, S00/400064 100 10 refills of Yellow, Magenta & Cyan £24.99
EPSOM STYLUS Colowr/TE: Yellow, Mogenta & Cyan 180ml. £24.594%
“Print Head Recovery Fluid™ for unblocking nozzles NEW LARGE S5IZE NEW LOW PRICE! £6.99
all kits come with full instructions (ither refills available,
Imiportant: Please state type when ordering

Colour Printer ribbons & reloads Special Re-Ink

Te reload & ribbon is easy, just remove the op, take oot the ol | {For Panasonic 1080781,
mbbon & reliad A with & new oRe. comphile one five

ribbon relond redoads || 1123/24, 2123/80, 2135,

Cum Smivancniose - £15% 2 £t Siar LC200 9pin, Epson
Clat el alli A2 L1E H - A . -5
Panasomic KXP2135 oo gaoe pees | |LQQION1S0, Oki 182 to
Star LXK Spin 999 £599 £2995 |1300 range. Black bottle
Saar LOCZ24- 102072100 ENOn  £A0G 2595 = = &

will re-ink 10+ ribbons.
Star LC24-30VLCT40 ER90  £495 £19.99 il re
Seikosha SLOS £1495 groe £09s | |£9.95

Black Printer Ribbon Reloads

Critzen Swiftf ABCT 200 5 black rebosds £9.99
Star LCLV2W100 5 black reloads £4.99

Star LC24 range 5 Mack reloads £9.99
Seikosha 1 9VZAASLY5 § black £0.00
Epson FXS0 o LB range 5 black £11.99
Star LC24-30/LC240 5 black reloads £14.%F

T-Shirt printing ribbons

4 col Clinzen Swifv/ A BCF240 £ 19,949
4 col Panasomic 2123 £24.00
4 col Panasomic 2135 £]1%.4949
4 golour Star LC200 24pin £19.99
reloads for above £9.99
4 colour Star L2200 Spdn £12.99
4 eodoar Saar LOC 10 £1 0,99
reloads for above £7.95%
Black Citizen SwifuABCH 20D £59.99
Block Star LC 10 £9.99

T-shart printing is simple, just print onto
normal paper & iron on. One nbbon gives bots
of prints, We can also supply ribbons in many
colours T-shirt and nommal ink

Blsck Star LC200 Ypin £29.99
Black Pan KXPIORVE] £9.99
Block Pan KXP1123/24 £9.99

Prices include VAT & postage. To order send cheques/POs payable 1o

CARE PRODUCTS
Dept CUA, 15 Holland Gardens, Watford, WD2 6JN
or use Visa/Mastercard or Efduca[mn order. W

Tel order line 01923 894064
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IViax Rally

M Due for release: TBA M Publisher: Fortress l © 0181 988 8888

or such a simple and
technically basic
theme, the top-down
racing game has
proven a surprisingly popular and
managed to hold its own even in
these days of texture-mapped 30D
super consoles, While Skidmarks

moave away from the genre, Max
Rally is set to bring it right back
up to date,

Fortress is the development
team behind Max Rally. This is

their first commercial game which

they plan to publish themselves
and sell through

and across four
terrains. Fortress
promise features such
as four-player link-up
(definitely a good
thing) which will have
its own track called
‘The Outer Limits' (see

and ¥XTreme Racing marked a mail-order. S0 screenshots here). You

why write will also get to choose
another from six different char-
top-down  acters and have the
racer ability to alter your
when the wvehicle's direction in
likes of mid-flight after jump-
Owverdrive ing across a ramp. Usual options
and Roadkill  such as racing against the clock
Seems to and computer cars in various

have it covered?
Basically because
Fortress wanted to
advance the formula
further still. To this
end, Max Rally takes
place over 30 tracks

Virtual Karting Deluxe

I DFR: TBA M Publisher: OTM B © 01827 312 302

ollowing on from
Virtual Karting, OTM's
next racing release
from the same Italian
author Fabio Bizzetti is Virtual
Karting Deluxe. Promising to be
more playable than its predeces-
sor (not a tall order) the
final release will contain

championships are also planned.

Max Rally will run on all
Amigas with 1.5Mb and should
retail at £14.99. It is not far from
being finished so we hope to
have a review very soon. Il
Mark Forbes

another six tracks which should
be wider and longer than the
original and have lots of twists
and turns.

The original was a first in
terms of the fast 3D graphics,
but the handling of the kart and
the narrow tracks made it

virtually unplayable. The

new version hopes to
change all that.
Judging from the
demao, I'm happy to
report that Virtual
Karting Deluxe’'s
control method of the
kart has been tremen-
dously improved.

Apart from that,
much of the original
game seems to be
there. You can select to play the
game in a variety of view points,
while at the same time depending
on the power of your Amiga, you
can select the usual 2x2 or better
still, 2x1 graphics resolution which
is only available in 3D mode, but
provides the player with some
tasty visual treats,

Deluxe isn't intended as a
direct sequel, more like an
enhanced version to keep you
interested until Virtual Karting 2
comes out. In the meantime,

you'll have to wait, as the game's
nearly finished. We will definitely
review Virtual Karting Deluxe as
soon as possible. W

Mark Forbes
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Ffigy

M Due for release: March M Publisher: Effigy Software

W © 01526 834020 STORAGE
M1 HARD DRIVES

225 WESTERN DHGITAL

au may remember in
an interview with CU
Amiga Magazine
(December 96 issue),
Effigy Software described their
wsion of the way forward for the
Amiga games. Faced with a declin-
g market they decided that dual
Yormat CDs offered a good solu-
Bon. Finball Prelude was their first
"oray into that market and Ffigy
was planned as the next who when the game is finished

z ' o =gk EME | Ed
That was a couple of months will be able to interact with his 3D ; ‘ i IEME R
. ; : : _ with Workt { EHAT
200 and work has been continu- environment and go through the
ng on the puzzle/adventure game  puzzle/adventure game spreading W 1 you have found a
that they describe as a 3D slap- happiness and general kudos all ! g Ehatyr: pricy
: : 45 ) elsewhere in this v r Tl
stick extravaganza”. Effigy have around him. E :131;';:‘3:1 ﬁ:;".': 1 » fop © i -\lgmunnt
Been busy concentrating on These rendered screens look = g 3 Iots n A1200 8VIB
Ereating the graphics, using great but we'll have to wait to see
LightWave for some of the main how the actual game turns out. It

Character's movemeants.
So where does the

slapstick bit come in?

Well, Ffigy is a lov

able cutesy character §

is a long way off being fin-
ished still but rest

ncssw” | [ APOLLO ACCELERATOR
S — APOLLO 1240/1260

The new Apollo 1240 features a fan cooled super-fast 68040 run

at 25MHz, in-built FPU, Battery-backed clock and 1 x 72 pin SIMM
socket. Making it one of the best value accelerator cards available.
1240/25 0MB  £199.98 1260/50 OMB  [£478.89
1240/25 4MB  £218.86  1260/50 AMB  [£489.99 |
1240/25 8BMB  [£23488 1260/50 SMB  £515.98°
1240/25 16MB  £274.89 1260/50 16MB  £554.99
1240/25 32MB  £329.83 1260/50 32MB m

APOLLO 1230 L APOLLO 4040
Ihe 1230LC combines the best he new Apcio AJ000 Accelerstor fits o
PriceyPerfamar: ¢ &y ATy A 4000 0T
1200 accelerator. W\
BEOA0/25MHzand 250Hz GREAZ FRU
1272 P SIMM socket (1 crdME)
Reaal-fime battery backed clock

Eanu: oMBE £09.99
12

30LC 4MB $11909 | [4040/40Mhz  [E3AGSS
1230LC 8MB £137.99 | [4060/50Mhz £699.99

Also available:- APOLLO 1230/50Mhz

,'a’ Wers 0% Finance available
call for details

APOLLO 1240/25° SURF THE NET!
£499 00 N 28,800 FAXMODERES

£99.99

T SUPER LOW 133,600 V34 FAX/MODEM
i SPECIAL OFFER PRICES B
jame's i | 1240-4MB...£219.99 1240-8MB...£23499 | £1 19.99
initely D-16MB...£274.99 1240-32MB...£329.99 ING CABLES & SOFTWARE
e as

i BY POST: Please make cheques and Postal Orders payable to “Visage Computers"
i Please allow 5 Working days for cheques to clear

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS INCLUDING SWITCH & VISA DELTA
BY PHONE: Credit/Debit card orders taken from 9.30am - 5.30pm Monday te Saturday

DELIVERY CHARGES NEXT DAY - £6.95



GAME REVIEW

Burnout

Fans of the film Crash might enjoy
this because that's all the cars do in
this game. Not a race in sight.

n the ruins of post-
apocalypse society,
inevitably the first
instinct of any
survivors would be to strap
spikes onto their cars and crash
into each other at high velocities.
Things like rebuilding society,
growing food and so on might be
more sensible but people have
seen too many Sci-Fi movies to
escape this fate. So set in 2045,
Burnout puts you at the wheels
of one of these cars as you
bid for fame and fortune in the
sporting arenas

RURNED OUT.

EARTH 2O0MNS 5 A

ALTHOUCH . <

A Waw, nice graphics. Pity about the gameplay. The big cylinder type thing shown here is going to be your
home ladies and gemtlemen for as long as you can stay oa il

RY DI FERENT PLACE FROA
THE ALANET ECNTURY. THE SCARRING OF
THE AAST WAR CVIDENT TO CVERY INHARITANT

B Price: £19.99 M Publisher: Vulcan © 01705 670269 M http://www.vulcan.co.uk

Burnout has been generating
quite a lot of interest. First of all
it is Vulcan Software's first depar-
ture away from catering for all
Amigas. Instead of running on all
Amigas with TMb as usual
Burnout is AGA only. Another rea-
son behind the interest is: not
only does it have, to quote the
advertising, "100% fully ren-
dered in game graphics...
six channels of High
Definition sound effects...
Hires Laced 256 cols @
2Efps ... Newtonian
Mechanics... Complex
Artificial
Intelligence...” stc.,
it also sounds like
Wipeout, the futuristic
racer which is making
waves on ahem...
other platforms. But a
racing game it isn't.

Crash

Burnout is a demaoli-
tion derby. You
choose your car from
a choice of four, and
enter the arena (also a
choice of four, but

there will be hundreds
of home grown arenas
in no time) to battle it out
with your opponents, which you
do by ramming into them until
they explode, knocking them off
a platform so that they plummet
to a distant fate.

The winner gets the big cash
prize, the runners up, miraculous-
ly reborn to fight again, get
smaller prizes. This can be spent
enhancing your car, and therefore
your chances in the next battle.
You can spend your ill-gotten
gains on improving your engine,

buying a reverse gear

(very useful when you
find yourself on
the edge of a
precipice), fitting
your car with
spikes etc. There
are also cheaper
one-off weapons,
such as the stinger,
which gives an
extra meaty slap to
an opponent, or

A The usual suspects are limed up for your perusal.
We've got four likely looking robotic lads here.

grey-out, which makes the action
disappear into a dense fog while
you escape, or more likely blun-
der off a ledge in the confusion.
Also adding to the general confu-
sion there are several bonus
games that crop up throughout
the game but they don't have nay
indication of what you are sup-
posed to be doing in them. Your
car either shoots forward or
stalls. Very strange,

The game comes on seven
disks, which may be less than a
large graphic adventure, but feels
a lot longer once you have had to
install the thing. Installation is via
Waorkbench only, each disk
having to be opened and the

A Here's your option screen looking all moody and
atmespheric. Tournament or head to head? Let's see.
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t graphics just ar ough. N
that.... hmm, the cars Andrew Korn
are made of rubber!

A The mystical pentacle where all the action takes place. Spaoky.
B workbench version......... 3.

Piece of art es you think M number of disks .
' : bt oo 3 B hard disk only
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playability................... 50%

OVERALL

| really wanted
to like this —
but didn’t.

VULCAN SOFTWARE LIMITED IS PROUD TO PRESENT

E7599

Please send me TINY TROOPS for the Amiga

Wit Was ls Fantastic

Postage Charge (Overseas customers)
Payment by chegue/Postal/dooes\Visa, Mastercard for:

| | | |
Puman wen completsd oo fomm s et b WULCAN SOF TRARE LIMITED, WWALCAN HOUSE, 72 CUGERG FOWMD, BUCKLAKD. PORTSMOUTH, HANTS POZ 7Ma,

Vulcan Software Limnted. Yulcan House, 72 (Queens Road. Buckland, Portsmouth, Hants PO2TNA England UK
el: +44 (1705 670269 Fax: +44 (1705 662226 Email: Paul @vul-soft. demon.co.uk World Wide Web Pages: www vulcan.co.uk
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AME REVIEW

Yikes! This ain’t no gamel! There are far too

B Price: £16.99 M Publisher: Vulcan Software © 01705 670%

many keys and not enough aliens.

hey're calling it ‘The
Pinnacle of Realistic
Flight Simulation’”.
They' in this case are
Vulcan Software, the game's pub-
lisher, so perhaps that's not so
surprising. JETPilot is the first
Amiga flight sim to have appeared
for some years now. Many would
say Amiga flight sims peaked with
F-29 Retaliator, or the Microprose
offerings for those who like a bit
more depth. Alas the near mythi-
cal TFX has still not appeared and
5o it seems a logical step that one
of the Amiga's most prolific game
publishers should rectify the situa-
tion. But can it really live up to
that bold opening claim?

Need for speed

JETPilot comes with a range of
options designed to get it running
at a reasonable speed on any
Amiga from a basic AS00 to a fast
030-based Amiga or better. Even
so, ‘fast’ is not a word that
springs to mind however you have
the game setup. The game itself
is set in the present day and
includes aircraft such as the
Lightning F1, 3 and 6, MiGs and
even the incredible Lockheed F-

A JETPilot is full of statistics, maps and calculations. Shown here is

rating of three planes.

104. These are
controlled via

B Sensibly, the
S Vulcans have

either an analogue
joystick or a com-
bination of mouse
and keyboard. The _
controls are initially S
hard to get the hang of g
and committing the various
keystrokes and functions to mem-
ory also takes a bit of time.
However, the good news is that
after only a short while you

should be going up-diddiy-up-up
and down-diddly-own-down with-
out too many problems.

If it's pretty graphics and loads
of fancy scenery you're after,
vou're likely to be disappointed.
However, if you want a flight sim
you can sit in front of with a pot
of tea and a tinker with fine tun-
ings and options for hours on
end, it's a different
story. While the 3D
engine leaves a lot 10
be desired, a lot of
work has obviously
gone into making the
various statistics as
realistic as possible
{but then I'm not an
RAF fighter pilet, so
frankly I'm just taking
their word for it that all
the details are right —
do you know the
acceleration rate of
any of these planes?).

Hincluded the option

to practice all the
i elements of the

game, from simple
tasks such as land-
ings, takeoffs and naviga-
tional training, to more
invaolved tasks such as ILS and
auto approach, radar practice,
misgsile firing, air-to-ai-gunnery,
and thrilling abbreviated spills
such as DACT, GCI VIS and CGA
practice. Before you can get
down to the game for real you
have to first prove yourself by
completing 21 exercises (again,
just to prove that you do know
how to land, etc.) and then it's
combat time ...

Sadstick

You're never up against over-
whelming odds, instead choosing
from a number of combat options
where you can face up to two
opponents alone before wingmen
become obligatory. Of course, if
you're a social creature, you'll
want to go up against twelve
bogies with six CPU chums — if
only to utilise the remarkable ‘look
over your shoulder at your team
mates’ button.

JETPilot isn't about to win any
awards for the most stylish game
ever but it should satisfy flight
fanatics not so concerned about

heart-stopping ariel acro-
batics and gung-ho blasting
action. You have control
over just about every option
you could think of, so alter
the atmospheric settings from
the time of year, time of day,
weather conditions or starting
location, or simply muck about
with the various camera views,
watching from above, below,
inside, or even from nearby air-
fields (and in case you're wonder-
ing. you're the little black spot!)

Happystick
\‘ou'va'g:ﬂt radic communications
(the comical old Amiga voice
synth) 27 airfields around Europe
to visit, tons of HUD and naviga-
tional aids and maps, and the
possibility of future data disk
expansions.

Compared to the classics men-
tioned earlier, JETPilot doesn't
measure up too well. If you want
a new flight sim then by all means
take a look, but you may well find
deeper, more exciting alternatives
in the bargain bins and budget
sections (see page 44).0
Matt Broughton

JETPILOT
B workbench version.........1.

Asn+ [ 1T [ — AMb
M hard disk installable ......yes
G0N

graphics.............o.conuinee

A1200

lastability..
n1508
A0 |gyERALL
Detailed Hight
sim that lacks
speed and
graphical detail.

Alonn

Adnan
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M Price: £14.99 M Publisher: Effigy Software © 01526 834020

ou may remember XP8
n its AGA form: a fast
scrolling smooth shoot
‘em up in the style of

aforementioned games it still
received a healthy 72% rating. A
£19.99 price tag and too much
sameability in the gameplay bring
ing its score down slightly. joystick/pad or keyboard.

This all-Amigas version is much The aim is simple, you've got a
the same as the AGA one set number of mines to destroy for
each mission. However, you've got

" to avoid or blast away-all
manner of meteorites/
space type things that

are trying to kill vou
along the way
Luckily, you don't
nave 10 rely on your
dodging skills alone
as you've lots of power
ups be had.
Although the same criticism of

suffering only a slight loss in the
graphics. Howewver, it stills scrolls
very smoothly so | had no problem
controlling the ship using either a

ganshee with a bit of Stardust
wi in. While it didn’t score up
e same dizzy heights as the
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GAME REVIEW

sameabilty could be levelled this
version of XP8, it still runs and
scrolls very smoothly. The music is
nathing to write h“mE about but
I'm pleased to say it's now at the
lower price of £14,99,

It's been a long time since I've
played a vertical shoot "em up and
| r'anj: say that | really enjoyed this
one. It's also good to see software

companies stil producing games
for all Amiga owners. B
Lisa Collins




BUDGET REVIEWS

A bunch of re-released flight
sims come under the gaze €
of Mark Forbes.

B17 FLYING FORTRESS

Price: £14.99
When B17 was released back in 1992 it scored in the _
high eighties. Five years on and Amiga flight sims |
really haven't progressed much further. Now it's -l
on offer again only half the price.

Unlike many of Microprose’s best known flight
sims, B17 is not set in the present day, but in
World War 2 when pilots had none of the comput-
erised guidance systems and weapons of today. As
such, it's a rather different kettle of fish to the likes
of Gunship 2000 and F15 Strike Eagle.

Most of the traditional features in B17 are there
like bombing from the skies and dogfighting with
the enemy air patrols. The 25 missions that must
be completed successfully are extremely involving
and lend a solid ‘meaty’ feel to the gameplay, lifting
it above a mere shoot ‘em up or technical repro-
duction of an old war plane.

While B17 is a very sophisticated game in terms
of detail and depth, it lacks a little speed.
Unfortunately further delays come from floppy
disk loading and disk swops - no, it's not hard
disk installable!

What B17 lacks in whizz-bang gadgets and
excitement, it makes up for with its unique
character and atmosphere. The clinical com-
puterised world of the modern flight sim
can leave the player feeling like something
of an observer, while B17 offers plenty for
those who like to get lost in a game.

STARLORD

Price: £14.99
Here's a twist if | ever did see one. Why not make another
flight sim but only this time set it in space? Not altogether
an original idea, but Elite, Frontier, and Wing Commander
managed to do it quite well! StarLord doesn’t.

The actual flight-based action is OK but the emphasis is
placed more on strategy and having to remember plenty
of keyboard controls. However, it has no depth and is bor-
ing. A flight sim in space? A combat strategy game in
space? It fails both ways unfortunately, as it ends up
doing neither at all well. The graphics aren’t great by any
means and the audio also has a primitive sound to it. The
gameplay is muddled and confusing in places and it takes
a great deal of effort to get anywhere and to figure out
just what's going on.

Starlord is by no means an essential
purchase, despite the cheaper price.
You'd be better off looking for Frontier

%

or Wing Commander instead.

Budget Games

S{ DOGFIGHT

W Price £14.99

' One of the hardest
game types to do
on the Amiga has
got to be the flight sim. The only good ones | can think of that

" have been memorable were: Combat Air Patrol, F-29 Retaliator,
Gunship 2000, Knights of the Sky (please release this one
Guildhall), and that’s it. Unfortunately, TFX was never released
although in my humble opinion it could have been the greatest
flight sim of all-time on the Amiga, but that's another story.

Dogfight is not in my list of great flight sims. It's truly awful.
I'm not being overly harsh, | never liked it when it was released
by Microprose first time round. From the early beginnings of the
loading Dogfight it's easy to see that a lot of effort has been
piled into Dogfight’s presentation screens and not enough into
the main program. It's the classic, nice box, nice manual, shame
about the game though!

Once you've seen the impressive title page and listened to the
jolly war-time music, along with the mission briefing, you'll be
fooled into thinking that Dogfight is a great game but it’s not.
The biggest problem is the graphics and sound. The visuals
move very slowly and are annoyingly jerky, and the poor sound
effects fail to convey any of the excitement you would expect to

| experience in a real dog fight. :

Even if you ignore the both the graphics and sonics, Dogfight
is really badly programmed too. Everything that’s tedious and
inept about shoot ‘'em up flight sims can be found in this slow,
dull game. Dogfight just crawls along as you try to bank left and
right to get your enemy in your sights and try to launch a missile
or fire cannon rounds to destroy them.

At the end of the day what we seem to have here is a poor PC
to Amiga conversion that has been so badly executed not even
die-hard sim fans would want this.

If you're desperate for a high quality sim why not save your
money and get Gunship 2000. If you do get Dogfight, just don't
expect to be playing
it for more than ph i
five minutes. | can't | s i
say | didn't warn
you now can I?
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DCK CLEARANCE of A500, A500+ & A600 RAM Boards at RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES!
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MEMORY EXPANSIONS A1200 Ram Accelerator
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ILABLE AT EVEN LOWER PRICES

932 and Amiga! Gives you CD32 a key- | gy
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D - TOWER aSsanT | 7oy MICK FALDO'S GOUF aee PINBALL LLUSIONS 1545 .
FORTEESE « tiga MIGEL MAMSELL'S GRAND PRIX A86 PINBALL -n-r-_u.u_.a 16.09
B THE ASHES age OOYSSEY M55 ROAD KL . 10,599
B EHAREWARE GAMES) 999 JAGAMNCSER ... .. TP SIMON Tur SORCERER 14.59
i

" iige ORGAMESERZ . . . .. 009 SLAMTILT 18,48
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GAME TIPS

V A M P

They seek me
here, they seek
me there, but if

you’ve got a

problem then

this is the only
place where
you’ll find the
girl that knows
all the answers.

Elvira 2 - Jaws
of Cerberus

I'm stuck. In fact I'm really stuck.
| don't know what | need or even
where to start looking for the
Freezing Blade Spell, the Bind
Demon and the Resurrect Spell. |
also need help to get rid of the
Vampire at the top of the house.

David Jorge, Portugal.

The ingredients for the Freezing
Blade Spell are: the pen and knife
from the meat locker. Use this along
with the Bless Spell on the dagger
from the second level and you'll
have a very powerful weapon. The
Bind Demon Spell requires the rope
from the bottom of the lake in the
Spider Cave.

The Resurrect Spell is used at the
end of the game and for that you'll
need a brain, heart, scalp, eggs and
a prayer book.

If you use the tuning fork to shat-
ter the skylight the result will get rid
of the Vampire for you. I'm not too
sure I should be telling vou that bit.
I don’t want anyone getting ideas.
By the way is that a tuning fork in
your pocket, or are you just pleased
to see me?

Valhalla 3

I've been stuck on level three of
this great game for ages but I'm
too chicken to ask my mates for
help. | have no idea what to do, |

have a silver plate, gathers (no
moss), run deep, saves nine and
a stealth potion.

Richard Smith, Essex.

Well I can certainly move you on
from where you are. Go down the
stairs from the point where you
picked up the silver plate, then go
west fo a row of four tables and drop
the plate on one of them.

Go east as far as you can, down
the stairs, then down another set to
the east. At the bottom furn west (o
where you'll see a butterfly. Stand
two steps away from it and drink the
stealth potion. Now you can creep
forward and pick up the butterfTy.

Head back to the Bug Case and
drop the butterfly on it to get a
crown. Drop the crown on the tomb
of Ivan the Terrible to get a key
which will open a chest containing a
New Penny.

Just in case things don’t turn out
right for you, here’s the level code -
TOHOT (A bit like me really.)

e
e e

Space Quest IV

I'm stuck in the time zone on
Galaxy Galleria. I've hidden in the
Radio Shack store to get past the
policemen but | can't get past the
one which is waiting at the
Maonolith Burger store,

| have broken the Astro
Chicken machine in the arcade if
that helps. I've got lots of stuff,
but | need to get back to the time
machine. What exactly do |
do now?

Paul Littlewood, Norwich.

The only way you could have gotten
this far is by walking around the
shopping mall dressed in women’s
clothes. I'm shocked. It appears that
what your friends say about you is
true after all.

I don’t think you've really missed
anything, you just need to do a bet-
ter job of dodging the police at the
end of this section.

When you you arrive af the mall
pick up the ATM card. Go to Sacks

1 Adventure
alolins

and buy some clothes. Go lo
Maonolith Burgers and get a job
there. You can skip the arcade
sequence if you want.

After getting money from the job
go and put the ATM card into the
machine. Also pick up the cigar buit.
After failing the ID test go to Sacks
and buy some women's clothes. Go
back to the ATM machine and with-
draw all the money. Go info the saft-
ware store, look at the discount
stuffs and buy the S04 hinthook.
You have to move things around lo
see it

o to Radie Shack and buy a
PocketPal connector. Next, go back
to Sacks and go into the dressing
room to change back to Roger
Wilco. Go into the arcade and wait
for the Sequel Police to come. Being
pursued, move around all of the dif-
ferent areas. Drift around and wait
for the Police and come after you.
When they do, go down quickly and
go back into the arcades.

Read the hintbook to get the first
three digits of a code and open the
paper (from the nest) to get the sec-
ond half. Enter the time hopper and
type in the code.

Iinnocent
Until Caught

I'm pulling my hair out by the
roots trying to find something to
reveal the laser beams in the
bank. | know | need the bonds
from the bank vault, so could you
please help me with this frustrat-
ing predicament?

Tim Bromley, Merseyside.

Well I do know that the answer lies
with a bag of flour, a mushroom and
a fTy. Does that help? And from
what I can see you have neither of
these items, so let's start there.

You get the flour from the
sergeant in the police station. See
there are some nice policemen, you
just need to flutter your eyelashes
and speak nicely to them. The mush-
room is beside a fence near the hill,
You need to do a bit of work to get a

fly. Go to the hot dog stand there
you should get a hot dog and then
fill your jar with mayonnaise.
Replace the cap on the jar. You can
now move towards the fly and use
the cap to capfure if.

That's all you negd to know for
naow, I'll let you wrestle with these
three ingredients in the bank vauli
to solve the puzzle there,

| e

The Secret of
Monkey Island

I'm stuck on Monkey Island. |
don't know what to do as | cant
get through the creaking doof on
board the ghost ship without the
noise alerting the crew. Please
help me?

e —r——

Mrs F.E. Moulton, Essex.

You obviously need a bit of grease to
make things go smoothly and I know
Just the place to get some.

First find the ghost feather which
is lying near some chickens then use
it to tickle the foot of the sleeping
crew member until he drops his jug
of grog. You can now use this
grog with the dish in the room with
the rats. Once the rats get sloshed
you'll be able to pick up some grease
which is there. B

If you've got a little problem
with your favourite RPG or
adventure game and would like
Vamp to help you out, drop a line
to: Vampyra, CU Amiga
Magazine, Priory Court,
3032 Farringdon Lane, London
ECIR 3ALL

FINAL THOUGHL:
d IF GOD HAD
WANTED US TO
WALK AROUND
NAKED THEM Wi
WOULD HAVE

| BEEN BORN
| THAT WAY!
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18-22 Sterling Way, North Circular Road, Edmonton, London N18 2YZ

RAM CARDS
WE CARRY RAM CARDS FOR
ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS AT
VERY LOW PRICES
AMIGA A500
1/2mB £15.99
A500+
MB £19.99
AMIGA AB00
1MB £19.99
1MB WITH CLOCK £34.99

AMIGA A1200 RAM CARDS COME
WITH CLOCK & FPU SOCKET

HARD DRIVES

WE SELL HARD DRIVE FOR
ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS. WE
HAVE SCSI OR IDE HARD
DRIVE TO FIT AMIGA A500,
A600, A1500, A2000, A3000 &
A4000 WHATEVER CON-
TROLLER YOU MAY HAVE? IF
IN ANY DOUBT PHONE OUR
TECHNICAL PEOPLE

SCSI
FASTEST DRIVES

oMB £29.99
iMB £39.99
2MB £49.99
4MB £54.99
BMB £79.99
‘EUZZAHD 1230 IV
MB £149
4MB £169
8MB £189
16MB £209
32MB £259
PU
MHz pice £10
MHz pga £50
rystals £5.00
MEMORY SIMMS

W Gasteriner we have simms & memory for
ram cards & accelerators made for

iga computers AS00, ABOOD,

000, A 1500,A2000 A4000

JOPIN SIMMS
MB £10
MB £25
72PIN SIMMS

EX VAT INC VAT
290MB INT 5Csl ES000 E£58.75
T30MB INT SCSI £99.00 E£116.32
1.2GIG INT SCSI £159.00 £186.83
2GIG INT SCS1 £285.00 £334.88
4GIG INT SCS1 £600.00 E£705.00
730MB EXT SCSI £130.00 £152.75
1.2MB EXT SCSI £219.00 £257.33
2MB EXT SCSI £300.00 £352.50
4MB EXT SCSI £650.00 E£763.75
8MB EXT SCSI £999.00 £1173.83

IDE 3.5"

BEST BUYS
420MB £99
asomMe £123
1.3GIG £148
1.7GIG £169
2.5GIG £199
3.2GIG £249

IDE 2.5"

SUPER SMALL HARD DRIVES{ _
170MB g6o = \&
340MB £89
520MB/540MB £129
B10MB £159
1GIG £199
1.3GIG £250

2GIG £369

£9
£15 FAX & MODEWM
g: NEW 33.6 WITH CABLES FOR ALL |
<MB £119 anca £69.00
SCANNERS CD ROM & WRITERS
EX VAT INC VAT CD ROM EX VAT INC VAT
5000 EPSON £35000 £411.25 4 SPEED £100.00 £117.50
8500 EPSON £700.00 £82250  2SPEED £79.00 £92.82
8000 EPSON £600.00 £705.00 8 SPEED £200.00 £235.00
HTEC EGUDPI CD WRITERS
PINNACLE £549.00 £645.08

FLATBED SCANNER

h amiga software
£269.00 BEST BUY

RICCH 2 SPEED £329.00 C£3BEST
YAMAHA 4 SPEED PE29.00 £699.00

G ASTEINER [ERE:0

Facsimile 0181 345 6868

PRINTERS

EPSON 200 £119
EPSON 500 £249
EPSON PRO £379
HP640 £249
HP870 £379

MONITQORS
INC AT

MICROVITEC 14" (NEW) £250
MICROVITEG 15" £350
MICROVITEC 17" £460
SHOP SOILED PHILIPS 8833 £119
SAMSUNG 15° £259
SAMSUNG 21* (NEW) £1059
SONY 15 £320.00
SONY 17° £586.32
GASTEINER 15 £258.50
GASTEINER 17° £419

BITS & BOBS
ZIP DRIVES £149
JAZZ DRIVES £420
SQUIRREL £50
SURF £89
SMD MPEG £199
SCSI OKTAGON £89
MULITIFACE Il £74.99
ALFAQUATRO £55
IDE CONTROLLER FOR A500,
A1500,A2000,A4000 £79

SyQuest ezflyer 230MB

£1 gg INC VAT

ZIP, JAZZ & SYQUEST CARTS

ZIP CARTS £15
EZ135 CARTS £15
EZ230 CARTS £23
JAZZ CARTS £79
SQ 200 CARTS £59

DELIVERY CHARGES

SMALL CONSUMABLES AND SOFTWARE ITEMS UNDER
THE VALUE OF £59 PLEASE ADD £3.50 PEP.OTHER
ITEMS EXCEPT LASERS, NEXT DAY COURIER SERVICE
£10 PER BOX. OFFSHORE AND HIGHLANDS, PLEASE
CALL FOR A QUOTATION. IN ADDITION WE OFFER THE
FOLLOWING EXPRESS SERVICES: SATURDAY DELIV-
ERY NORMAL RATE PLUS £15 PER BOX, MORNING,
MEXT DAY NORMAL RATE PLUS £10 PER BOX, ELOE
PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR
NOTICE. ALL TRADEMARKS ACKNOWLEDGED.
TRADERS TERAMS & CONDITIONS AVAILABLE UPON
REQUEST.




REPAIRS
WHILE-U-WAIT!?!"

COMPUTERS AND MONITORS —-win=

Drives, Hard Drives, CD Rom Drives
and Memory Upgrades.

FAST TURMARCUND
90 DAYS WARRANTY OM ALL REPAIRS!!

Attention Decalers A1200

Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices Asoo Asoo-'- & Aﬁﬂﬁ

£10 EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U-WAIT SERVIC, 9 9 5 £ I 9 9 5
COURIER CHARGES £7-05 EACH WAY

and terms on Repairs, Spares, Floppy
A1500/A2000/A3000/A4000........ EQUOTATION s.. H AR
-5" D DRIVES

Bk BB

Tl £50.05 28,8K..£124.95 EUMD.....£5500 190Mb....£75-00 250Mb...£105:00 540Mb...£149-95

80MD.......£65:00 170Mb.....£90-00 420Mb..£129:95 1GIG.....£199-95

All hard drives are pre-formatted, partitioned with Wnrkb-ench
loaded and include 2-5° IDE cable and software
£9.95

< 2.5" IDE Cable and Software (if bought TR s T b s SR
1230 Lite...£99.95 sivMimnms —

T £220.95 [aMb.....£43.52 3-5" HARD DRIVES

1240/40 ..£299.95 :g“f' "";;:;I'rfmag'gf SEENMD - ........io LERISO0 . 1 OBEE e e £150-00
1260/50 ..£489.95 “ gr:E J'.l'.lth an Ac {ﬂlﬂrgtéfa SSOMb ........................ £'1 30*[}0 E'1GIG ........................ EQBE'UO
i SIMPLY THE BEST AFTER-SALES SERVICE

MEMORY UPGRADE z INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES
E | AS00/A500+ ... £99.95 A600/A1200 ...£34.95
— s CHIPS < SPARES < ACCESSORIES
E! 1 Meg Fatter Agnus ............519-00 8520 CIA A600/A1200.........£14-50
Upgrade 1o T Meg UNBEATABLE R | 2 Meg Fatter Agnus ............£24.00 8374 Alice A1200 ............ £30.00
A6°° PRICES "i 83672 Denise ... ..................59-00 8344 Poulo AGDO/A1200 ... ... £16-50
Flame OO VEPTOIT waos i 2l | 8373 Super Denise ............ £18-00 Video DAC A1200 ...............£19-00
b ame 55 5719 Gary ... ....57.50 A400/A1200 He,'hc-rrd .....860-00
(TR R {8520 C1A A500/A500+ ........§15.00  Liso A1200 . g
8364 Poulo AS00/A500+ .....€12-00 Gayle A600/A1200 ............525-00
Kicksrnn ROM 1-3 ............E15-00 Budgie A1200 . T
QUAD SPEED lou icstot ROM 204 1262200 Mause[?'ﬁ'[ﬁdpii e e
Kickstart ROM 205 . .£29.00 SCART lead ..ovoeveeeeenrennn...£15:00
CD ROM DRIVES GENLOCKS AS00/A500+ Keybourd -........£50-00 Mouse Mot ~.................--.£4-00
6570 Keyboard Chip o..£20.00 10 Boxed Branded Disks ........56-00
s I“c:l':dlng' 6Eﬂﬂﬂ F'ruu:eﬁﬁu:}r o e n e SR PHIIRE BN ... ve i ihsnnnrnsn s w BRI
uirrel Interface AGD0/AT200...£35-00 5urf5qmrre| e
q L1500.....£169.95 hnmue.ﬁl‘i)ﬂ[hm':ll]P-:nmerSuppI-,l .£80-00 Sauirrel SCSI Interface .......—-€55-00
* All chips are a Iuhle ex-st k
£189.95 L20005S...£349.95 . Plu:se call ’h:rw::ll:wr chip nrss::re not listed here
2 s A1200 without hard drive ............ £999.95  A1200 with 340Mb hard drive ......... £499.95
- Sgggé# < _ A1900 with 80Mb hard drive ......£349-95  A1200 with 510Mb hard drive ......... 549@95
— =" 27— A1200 with 170Mb hard drive ...... £37995 * Call for more goo.d eals

‘ l.ll) L Open Mon-ri00am-5:30pm, Sat90am-5.00pm Fax: 0181 541 4671

AR e W 5 9575

* All prices include VAT % All prices & specifications subject to change without notice * Fixed charge for repair does not include disk drive/keyboard
|w * We reserve the right to refuse any repair % P&P charges £3.50 by Royal Mail or £7-05 for courler * Please allow 5 working days for cheque clearance
; # All sales/repairs are only as per our terms and conditions, copy &vailable on reguest.




Matt Broughton, Games Consultant.

HEIMIDALL 2
Core Design

gonathan Jonny' Drain (and isn't
W&t a hilarious nicknamel) sent in
Pages of cheats, but considering
most were for games older than
me (and I'm tremendously old) |
Mought I'd just pick out this juicy
Weat in case folks didn't know it
@ready. Basically, to gain inving
Bility, combine the runes for
Dperation and Detection (they
ok like a 'C’' and a ‘funny C".
Sairly obviously, it's well worth
mucking about with runes to find
Sifferent effects, and if you die,
smply create or buy mana
potions, resurrect the player and
en take the mana potion.

Snip Tip

GAME TIPS

CAPITAL
PUNISHMIENT

Click Boom

"Hil I'm Terje Karlsen, and I'm from
Morway!" And very nice too. Yes,
Bur chums across the sea have
Been at it again, and young Terje
Nas just found the secret moves
#nd wants to share them with us
#ress the fire button three times
#&nd then move the joystick in any
@rection for a new move or an
Butomatic combination (like kick,
gick and punch). The effect will
Bepend on the character in use,
But they do all work and try fire,
Sre, fire, down with Corben
WWedge for a body roll. Grrr!

DUNGEON
MASTER 2

Interplay

¥m indebted to a Mr S Haining of
Martlepool, for a rather splendid
profit-making tip for the epic RPG

that is Dungeon Master 2. Simply
start the game, pick your three
heroes and leave via the ladder.
Move the table and pick up the
gear in the alcove, including the
key. Now select your best
weapons and use the key on the
door. Kill the monsters outside and
if you walk around you'll find a
shop selling food. Go in and pull
the table back and pick up the
gear, which should include a key.
Go back outside and find the door
with the engraving. Use the key
and then follow the path around
until you reach the entrance to the
building. Now turn left and follow
the path straight down until you
reach a tree (killing an enemy on
the way round).

Still facing the tree, take five
steps left, watching out for the
Beasts and follow the path down
and around towards the fog. Pick
up the gear from the stone table
and go to the edge, picking up all
the mana blossoms. Run back to
the tree and send your characters
to sleep for about two minutes (in
real time). Run back to the stone
table again and the plants should
have grown back. If they haven',
sleep again in a safe place. It's
best to save every time you go

Yee-haw and howdy pardners! Things have
been mighty quiet on the ranch but thanks to
those Ocean Hit Squad-ers, there are at least
free games and top tips abound. Er ... right.

A There are some secret moves waiting to be discovered in this bood thirsty beat "em up. And Terje Karlsen

from Morway knows what they are and you will too once you've read them here.

back to the blossoms as you can
get magic bolts and lightening hit-
ting you. By repeating this you can
build up a healthy stash of mana
blossoms which can be taken
back to the food shop and sold for
tons of gold. You need to watch
vour food and water levels when
doing this, and keep stocking up at
the shop of kill the beasts for the
steaks you get (which can also be
sold if you have any left overl} The
easiest way to kill them is to run
around them (they're very slow)
and you'll also improve your expe-
rience this way. Brilliant or what!

PREMIER
MANAGER 3

Gremlin

Mow | know we've had tons of
these phone numbers over the
years, but | wasn't actually sure if
I'd seen this one before, so here

it is for your pleasures ... enter
‘400040" into the telephone for a
teamn full of Super-Players, each
with high fitness, morale and
excellent skill on BOTH feet.
YIKES! If you put one of these
players on the market, everyone
will want him, and even better -
you can use the number as many
times as you want. Nice. I

THAT'S THAT!

Indeed it is, but don’t fret,
we'll be back next month
with more game-spoiling
tips codes and cheats. Of
course we can't do this
without you, so get writing,
and don‘t forget to let me
know what machine you
have ‘cos there's a free Hit
Squad game for any tipsters
who get their work printed.
Be seeing you ...
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We’'ve gone graphics
P o crazy this month.

8 There's the wonderful Cybervision
' 3D and a round-up of shareware

g packages. Plus lots, lots more.

TY 70 ACCES
(4P MENUS
IMMANDS
cied 52 Cybervision 3D
;m::Tiu The latest graphics board from phase 5. It's cheap, it's well specified EF‘H : g4 |
ASTE IN GAL but is it all it's cracked up to be? e
TERS WHILE
ARATELY FAU
1-ROM 1c0 -
winr 54  Graphics round-up
wos & ARE

4 1 Special feature! We bring you the best of the graphics packages you
£

don't hear about. Freeware or shareware, it's all great software.

58 SMD 100

We test this SCSI1 CD-ROM add-on from HiSoft which promises to
bring MPEG CD-Video to the masses.

149
eld
e 21
wehsr® 60 Quickcam Interface

J"r:f L'”Erm A clever adapter from Eyetech allows cheap PC type Quickcams to
: be connected to an Amiga. Video conferencing takes a step closer.

- ) Geek Gadgets k-“-_-_ :

NARE
WITH
SE

s Everything you need to program your Amiga including compilers
for dozens of languages.

l'
'mBm 63 Trackball

Golden Image bring out a new trackball. It's great for playing
Missile Command but can it replace a mouse?

JEXT STEPS B

= 3

[RIVES 3

wiroz 8 B4  PD Scene

E@"j’ # Our regular round-up of the games and demos scene includes a
NEW multiplayer Colonization clone and some Aminet gems.

LER

o 67 PD Utilities

TERS
SG' Sf‘gﬂiff;‘“ Our regular round-up of the useful and not so useful utilities that
furned up this month. From first aid to invoice printing, it's all here.

105 B MasTis

Jsaty £43.94 -?_0 CD-ROM Scene

We take a closer look at two disks from the Aminet collection and
sxamine Almathera's DTV CD2.

72 Art Gallery

DK, so it isn't all that technical, but after all that serious technical
wtuff it"s nice to look at some glorious graphics.
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CGyhervision 3D

M Price: £219 M Developer: Phase 5 Digita Products M Supplier: Gordon Harwoods © 01773 836781

Though AGA can still fight
with the best of ‘'em a graphics
card like this can do wonders.

f you've the money,
deskspace and inclina-
tion, a big-box Amiga
is a wonderful thing.
Their Zorro slots enable the addi-
tion of third-party hardware that
can't be added to the A1200 or at
least is very difficult. The prize
example is the graphics board.

For an ideal computer display,
we want a high resolution coupled
with a high refresh rate so that
the display is crisp and easy on
the eye with no visible flicker.
Then, of course, we want lots of
colours so that the graphics look
great and don't need to be
dithered. Lastly, this display
should be fast so you're never left
waiting around for things to draw.
While AGA can cope reasonably
though not as well with the for-
mer categories (with the use of
DBLPFal or Multiscan), in the speed
stakes it's totally eclipsed by a
Zorro graphics board such as the
Cybervision 64/3D.

Phase 5's previous Zorro graph-
ics board was the Cybervision 64.
It was the best graphics card for
Zorro-equipped Amigas. Based on
the 53 TrioB4' or the "Stealth’
chipset, internally it's fully 64-hit
for blinding performance. The

Test AGA PAL

successor to the CVe4,
reviewed here, is the
CyberVision 64/3D. This
card is based on the 53
VIRGE' chip-set which
integrates a 30 engine
into much the same
sort of design as the
CVB4. Unlike the Zorro
Il only CVB4, the CV3D
is a dual Zorro Il and 1|

autosensing card.

improve on AGA
How do these cards work? When
the Zorro card is fitted to a big-
box Amiga, it normally presents
two video connectors to the rear
panel, One of which is connected
with a supplied lead to the
Amiga's native video output. The
other is the video output of the
card and is connected to a moni-
tor. The provided RTG software
will create brand new screen-
modes which appear in
Amiga0S's display database
Then all screen mode requesters
show the new modes.

When an Amiga screen mode
is used, the card switches the
native Amiga video through.
When a new graphics board
mode is used, the card's graphics

How fast is fast?

AGA Prod

GVP Spectrum

Phase 5 CV&4

chip generates the video instead.
Here's where the CV3D differs
from the rest. As standard it has
no video pass-through at all. It
requires the addition of a scan-
doubler module which has the
switcher and a video scan-doubler
which means that native 15Khz
screen modes will work on a
SVGA monitor. That way you
could afford a decent 17" display,
rather than a 14" multiscan moni-
tor which can handle 15KHz
modes as well,

The problem is the scan-dou-
bler module is extra and it wasn't
released at the time of review. So
every time the screen flicks to a
native Amiga screen, there's no
video output at all. Since this
means games, non 05-legal
software, guru messages or a

Phase 5 CV3D

Draw Lines 939 (1) 571 (0.6) 16297 (17.4) 50662 (54) 148584 (158)
Draw Circles 1396 (1) 636 (0.46) 42964 (30.8) 144559 (104) 85400 (1)
Scroll X 21(1) 14 (D.66) 484 (23) 2464 (117) 2420 (115)
CON: Dutput 240 (1) 168 (0.7) 490 (2) 1334 (5.6) 1586 (6.6)
Areafill 84 (1) 62 (0.66) 340 (3.5) 33884 (360) 48628 (519)
Swap Screens 501 (1) 574 (1.15) 24 (0.05) 83 (0.17) 67 (0.13)

GVP Spectrum: 640 x 512 256 colours

All speed tests from WSpeed by JAMI Software Development running on an A3000T with Cyberstorm 680650 50Mha.
AGA PAL: is Hi Res Imterlaced PAL 256 colours

AGA Prod: is Productivity mode 256 colours
Phase 5 CV3D: 640 x 512 256 colours

(Figures in brackets are relative to AGA PAL performance. For example (2) means twice as fast as AGA PAL)

4 The mighty Cybervision 30 card itself. Nutice the cut-omt section where the scan-doubles and meniter switcher is added.

messed-up RTG software installa-
tion, this is not a good thing. |
believe Phase & should have
included the video switcher as
standard with the scan-doubler
itself being a plug-in module.

Simple enough
This shortcoming aside, installa-
tion is fairly straightforward. The
card fits well and the cut-out sec-
tion near the rear makes it even
easier to plug in. Installing the
software required some manual
unplugging of the video lead to
insert into the Amiga's video out
since my startup-sequence was
madified from the norm. For
those who used the CyberGraphX
RTG software the Installer does a
great job of backing up the old
files. This needs to be done
because the software supplied
with the CV3D is the brand-new
beta version 3 of CyberGraphX.
With our Amiga ‘Microvitec’
1764, the standard 64KHz monitor
provides a range of useful screen
modes. Switching Workbench to
the 800 x 600 256 colour mode
produces impressive results. The
speed is considerably greater
than the old GVP Spectrum lalso a
Zorro |ll card but with a slower
chip-set) which | use from day to
day. | was spoilt with the
Spectrum before but this is a
whole order of performance bet-
ter. My outrageously textured MUI
GUls appear faster than vanilla
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| testing has passed?
Thare's very little pro-
vided in the way of
software utilities on
the floppy disk
shipped with the

| CV3D. Certainly noth-
| ing to do with 3D at

| all. One nice utility
though is the Osiris
MPEG player. On my
68060 equipped
machine it can play
moast MPEG files at an
| acceptable rate which
| is the first time I've
seen this happen on
the Amiga with a soft-
ware decoder.
Unfortunately, though
it claims to play Video-

G ) R S

CDs, the software
claims that all our
Video-CDs are not "XA

& An example of a 24-bit screen and CGraphX compatible applications: the Yoyager web b

Gadtool varieties on AGA. What's
more, screen changes from

one CV3D mode to another

were a lot faster without the
annoying delay experienced with
the spactrum.

Buggy software

Unfortunately, there are some
problems with the new version of
LGraphX. Firstly, Final Writer
hangs the machine when | try to
open on a CV3D screen. Mot
good. Despite numerous updates
1o the latest version before going
to press this is still the case. For
one of the major applications on
the Amiga, this is unacceptable.

Firing up the Voyager Web
browser on a 16-bit screen (65K
odd colours, good compromise
between speed and colours) pre-
sents a blank display. Damn. Time
1o have a play in the CGXMode
screen editor. This program allows
editing and creation of brand new
screen modes of differing resolu-
ions, scan rates and colour-
depths. Unfortunately it's just as
fubbish as the previous version of
LCGraphX. A small confusing GUI
which isn't a patch on even the
ancient EGS screen-mode editor
and certainly not PicassoMode
or Picasso96Mode,

After a few hours playing in
CGXMode, | realise that it isn't
possible to open an 80O x 600 16
bit screen. This doesn't make
sense since | could open a lower
resolution 16-bit screen. | could
even make a 24-bit screen but no
16-bit. OK since the card is so
fast, I'll deal with a 24-bit screen.
The default 24-bit 800 x 600 dis-
play has a silly 48Hz flickery dis-
play so | deleted it and duplicated
the B-bit 70Hz mode and cycled

the depth gadget to 24-bit.

Press test and it works great.
Saving this out and rebooting ...
there's no B0O x 600 24-bit
screen mode. Checking
CGXMaode again, there it is but
it's not appearing in the display
database. Phase & are unhelpful
but | find out from another CV3D
user that | should delete some
unused modes. Bang, the B0O x
800 24-bit screen appears.
Hallelujah, all is not lost. | would
have preferred 16-bit but 24-bit is
pretty fast on the CV3D anyway.
There's one basic 30D demonstra-
tion program that Phase 5 sent
me but unfortunately it wants an
800 x 600 15-bit screen which |
couldn’t get to work. Darn.

The version of the software
shipped with the card on floppy
disk also exhibits graphical glitch-
as on MUI GUls and even the CLI
scrolling. The later versions of
the software fixed much of this
but to date there are still prob-
lems. Menus on screens of less
than 256 colours are corrupt for
example. The RTG seems to
mess up the display when revert-
ing to AGA with 32 colours or so.
Glitches in the CLI
scrolling are still there,
sometimes flicking
screens needs two
attempts and DOpus 4
fails to open a
Workbench clone
screen also. CGraphX
representatives
reminded me the soft-
ware was beta. I'm
afraid | don't see that
as an excuse when it's
shipped with a com-
mercial product.
Surely the time of

rowser and Cybershow are shown here. o1 s when |

know full well that they are.

Unsupported 3D
So what's the 3D about then?
Basically CyberGraphX V3 has an
implementation of the so-called
‘OpenGL 3D system which means
that software supporting this
should be able to be ported to the
Amiga or at least software coded
from scratch to support it. The
idea behind CyberGraphX support-
ing this is that such software
should work on any 30D graphics
card and not just the CV3D. This
idea worked for 2D so it's naturally
being applied to 3D though it's
early days and there's no real soft-
ware at all. Don't expect someone
to write a Doom clone for it
though, it's a gimmick feature
which is currently unsupported.
Performance wise the CV3D is
a nippy card, comparable to the
CWVB4, Fitted with 4Mb of DRAM as
standard it's capable of 24-hit in
1024 x 768 and 16-bit above that.
The memory should allow it to do
high modeas in 24-bit but this limi-
tation is with the ViRGE chip-set.
Other than the Phase 5's momen:-
tary lack of reason in omitting the

A The cryptic thomgh workable CyberGraphX screen mode editor Seen
here on the test pattern generated to check out new screen mades.

monitor switcher, the negative
aspects are software related and
so liable to improve with future
releases just as CGraphX 2.x did.

To sum up the negative points;
a CV3D owner finds themself with
buggy RTG software, no video
pass-through and no 3D software
to support the 3D features. Some
18 months after the CLl Amiga
90% rated CVB4, | would have
expected a faster card with better
software for cheaper. Sadly, this
isn't it.

The bright side

The bright side is; the card is com-
paratively cheap at £220. However,
since the monitor switcher is more
or less essential at £85, the actual
total comes out at slightly more
than £300. This is the same price
as the CV64 was but you do get a
scan doubler into the bargain (pro-
viding that works). Unlike the
promised but never delivered
MPEG decoder for the CVB4, we
have it on good authority that the
CW3D MPEG decoder will appear,
though not cheaply, at £175. It's
still a top-notch graphics card, well
built and the software will no
doubt be fixed soon. Taking a leap
of faith, the CV3D would serve you
well for a long time.

Should you buy a CV3D? While
it's a promising graphics card it's
not really anything new (apart from
the unsupported 3D) or any beatter
value for money. It could be
argued that it's a step backwards.
You may choose to wait until we
review the Villagetronic Picasso IV
and its new Picasso96 RTG soft-
ware in the next issue.

| appreciate Phase 5 have
things on their mind but the CV3D
package could have been more
polished on release. We'll keep
you informed of any updates
and fixes. ®
Mat Bettinson

CYBERVISION 64/3D

Any Amiga

uirements:
a spare Lo shot.

ecase ofuse...................04%

performance...................18%

value for money.............79%
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ersonal Paint, Art
Effect, Photogenics,
AlPaint, ¥-Cad Pro
2000, Vista Pro, WCS,
Cinema 4D, Imagine,
LightWave, Clarissa, ImageFx
.. the list goes on. Under supported in
many other, the field of graphics is still one
in which the Amiga can hold its head up
high. These commercial packages have
shown their worth time and time again
and been reviewed time and
time again, too. Of course it's
necessary to take a lock at
the latest release of a soft-
ware package as important as
any of these but we thought it
was about time we had a look
at what else was out there.
The greatest single resource
for the Amiga these days is the PD/share-
ware scene. Sure, shareware isn't usually
developed to the degree that a commer-
cial release is, but there are
some real masterpieces out
there. What's more, the
need to produce something
which is commercially viable
just does not exist for a
shareware/freeware writer,
there are no advertising
costs, no distribution fees,
little or no packaging costs. Which
means that as well as packages designed
to compete with the ImageFXs of this
world, there are weird and wonderful
packages that would just never make as a
commercial release,

GFXLab24

24-bit Image processor
As the name suggests,
GFXLab24 is a powerful 24-
bit image converter and
processor. It can load files by

datatype and in formats such as Targa
and PNG, currently being touted as the
successor to GIFE GFXLab24's output
options cover |FF and IFF24, JPEG. PNG
and GIF, including transparent GIFs.

With 25 functions to chose from and a
real time preview window to see the
results of your modifications before they
are set in stone, GFXLab24 offers real
image manipulation power. Image pro-
cessing operators include same fairly
standard functions such as convert to
greyscale, negative and colour filtering,
but rather than the simple routines you
might expect in a piece of PD, these are
often powerful processes that allow you
to alter the red, green and blue channels
separately, play with contrast, gamma,
brightness and so on,

GFXLab24 also has a range of opera-
tors for producing special effects, such
as emboss, sketch, whirl and guantize,
and "toolbox’ functions such as removing
isolated pixels, particularly useful for
scanned images in which signal noise
often appears, or pixel dispersal, which
moves pixels around by a random
amount to fuzz borders.

GFxLab24 doesn't have the power of
Image FX2.6, but it is a very good
system, and is less system hungry
than its commercial rival. Best of all, it
is freeware.

-the other packages

There are plenty of alternatives to the
likes of ImageFX, Vista, Brilliance and
Photogenics. And they're cheaper too.

A GFYL=b24 struts its swlf. 'll have more red please, Bob,

AMountains

Fractal landscape generator
Everyone should be familiar with the con-
cept of fractal landscape generators by
now, after all we gave an excellent one
away on the September issue cover disk
last year. Vista is a dream to use, with
dozens of user variables and a friendly
GUI front-end.

AMountain takes a very different
approach, offering raw power instead. It
works in a fundamentally different way to
Vista - while Vista treats the landscape
as a 3D object, thus allowing you to gen-
erate flight-path animations and the like,
AMountains fakes the 3D appearance of
the landscapes it generates. The down-
side is that you can't move the camera,
the up side is that it is very fast. The
image here was produced in about three
minutes, where Vista would take much,
much longer to produce an image of
this resolution.

AMountains is a port of the Unix
Xmountains, and as is usually the case
with Unix ports has been written by peo-
ple who think GUIs are for wimps. There
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performing a realtime spinning screenwipe. Show-aff.
a lot of options to play with, smooth-
B contrast, vertical stretch, altitude,

8 level, slope, contours, colour-band-

B light angles, etc., but they are all set
CLI parameters or by changing
pitypes on the Workbench icon. It will
iput to any screenmode you choose,
udmg CyberGraphics. There is no

, 50 output has to be taken with a
en grabber,

AMnuntam s algorithm generates the
dscape in vertical lines, scrolling the
treen to make room for more once it is
. By grabbing the screen regularly and
Brefully pasting the grabs together you
tould make hugely wide screlling fractal
kdrops. Imagine Defender looking

Ie that.
NavWiperPro

3D Video wiper
MNaviWiper is an impressive utility from

wireframe flip, rotate and move. The final
image is rendered in realtime (or close) to
an ANIMS file, applying the texture you
have defined (the image you want to
wipe) to the wireframe shape using a
chunky-to-planar routine not unlike the
kind that can be found in games such as
Gloom and AB3D.

This is not an all-round titling system,
rather something with a very specific use,
but one it performs very well. Sequences
containing spinning and zooming screens
can look impressive indeed - imagine
instead of swapping images by sliding
the first image from atop the second you
could have the first image plunge away
from the screen as if it was falling into
the second, spinning and flipping as it
goes. NWiper Pro will do this for you very
quickly and very easily.

Xtrace

Bitmap to vector converter.

One of the areas in which the Amiga has
lagged behind other platforms is on vec-
tor graphics. Vector images are mathe-
matically encoded rather than stored as a
bitmaps, which means that they can be
interpreted at any size without the pixels
becoming embarrassingly large. Most
users will have come across the differ-
ence between vectors and bitmaps in the
use of fonts. When printing graphics,
similar problems may occur due to the
differeances in screen resolution and
bitmap resolution.

The idea is that you feed a standard
bitmap image to Xtrace, and it breaks it
down into a series of shapes made up of’
straight lines. Because these shapes are
made of lines it is possible to rescale the
image to any fraction by simply drawing
the all the lines that go to make up the
image that much longer or shorter.

Xtrace has numerous features to make
the output as good as possible. You can
perform operations on the original bitmap
such as stripping out unused colours, or
clearing up isolated pixels, which will
make little or no difference to the image

& GONS Amiga VR meister Michiel E den Quter

5 by which performs three dimensional tex-

gt Bure mapped screen wipes. Impressive

r disk Wdeo titling can be an expensive thing to

ith produce but a very reasonable £20 regis-

dly Wration fee will buy you a keyfile to run
this powerful utility.

3 The idea behind NavWiper Pro is that

ad. It you define an animation length in sec-

vay 1o onds, position a wireframe shape in sev-

ape #ral keyframes, define a texture bitmap

) e @nd hit go. The program calculates

 like, #he position of the shape in all the inbe-

iinm tween frames, allowing you to make the

era,

e

three

uch,

of

ase

' peo-

[here

ROUND-UP

but significantly reduce the
complexity of the vector ver-
sion. The final result can
then be output as DR2D or
EPS (Encapsulated
PostScript). The shareware
fee is 30DM.

AmiFig
Structured drawing package
Staying on the theme of vector graphics,
Amifig produces structured images.
Another piece of software
based on an older Unix
application, XFig, the
workings of this program
should be relatively famil-

iar to regular readers, as a
commercial structured
drawing package, Design
Works, was given away last
month. AmiFig does not have
the userfriendliness of DesignWorks, but
has more power functions, a characteristic
of Unix conversions. AmiFig has a 30DM
registration fee, but the
unregistered version

only limits the size of files
yOU can save, S0 you can
try before you buy.

Visual 1.13

Image Cataloguer
Keeping track of large
numbers of images can be a night-
mare. The standard solution is a database
with small 'thumbnail’ copies of the
images so they can be identified at a
glance. Most software of this
type will keep track of the
file paths so that by
clicking on one of the
thumbnails, the full image
can be viewed. The prob-
lem with this is that if you
move a file, the program will
lose track. Visual is a clever
and original implementation to
get around this problem.
Visual is in fact a visual directory
browser, It represent the contents of
each directory in icon format
on the screen, which is
either represented by a
plain default icon or a
small custom icon if one
exists. These custom
icons are thumbnails, gen-
erated by ImageFX or
ADPro via Visual's ARexx
port. The advantage of this is
that all the icon can be moved with the
original file and Visual will happily show
the icon for the image in its new
directory. The trade off is an extra set of
icon files. W
Andrew Korn

Readers with our CD
issue will be glad to
know that all this
software is on the CD in
the Magazine directory.
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INTQ THE MET contains all the tools required to
access and explore the infernet with sase. The
doubde CD set contains usable versions of
MIAMI, Voyager, iBrouse, AmITCP and marae. In
L addition the CO's contain many utilities for cre-
% o8| ating your own WEB pages, down-loding mail,
and much more,
) Mast iems am dimcty ussbie o the CD's

-TO-THE-NET

Contains around 5000 erotic hand drawn Images
in the Japanese anime tradition
This CD iz of an Adult natwre and should not be
purchased by anyone likely to be affended by
drawings depicting nudity and / or sex acts.
inciudes images any soi

the ace of 75

[3Die f'OF Darsong Owar

Mick Davis's Cartoon
Clipart Volume One is a
new Armiga CO-AOM con-
taining around 500 cammissionad
| cartoon images, all of which can
be used “royaity-free”. Each image
II 15 stored as IFF, and all have been
y scanned at the highest possible
. ‘“_-‘, i — resolution to ensure the best
quality when printed, Supplied with a 30+ page
printed index of each image. Every commissionad image an
this CD is 100% onginal and does not'will not appear on any

Earioon Clipart

M ather CD-ROM.

— The new Magic Workbench CD contains the
largast collection of Magic Warkbench
Backdirops and tools #ver compiled. Incl
| wedl over 5,000 Magic WE icons, Over 600
I| specially sslected Magic Workbanch backs
dmﬂf- in 8, 16 and 256 colours, ower
| ||:3Grnag.a.::5-1:e-s of Workbench teals, ga
I | patches and desktop enhancer tools/ut
I| The GO also inchedes Magic Workbench
Il e aswell @5 many other ilems never befora

redeased on any Amiga CD ROM. i you want to update/en
you existing Workbench 2 or 3 then this is the perfect Workbench
on CD ROM. This CD is only sultable for any Kickstari?/3
based Amiga's such as the ASO0+, ABOD, A1200, and A4000

SEEDY

THE HOTTEST AROUND

OFIS

Adult Sensation is possibly the Amiga's largest selling
adult title. It features owver 4,000 high quality 256 colour
images of the “adult” nature. Image viewers and coverters
are inchueded for any Amiga, IGVER 18 ONLY)

{EDo1) E19.98
Adult Sensation 2 not only contzng 4,000 new colour
images but alse includes toos obadult related samgles,
adult music modules, tonnes ofadult stares, adult anima-
tions, black&white 70's pholes, adult games and more
{OVER 18)

Sexy sensation, this CD contains afound 2,000 speciaity

chesen high quality BMP & GIF Images. Viewars & graphic

convertars ahe included for sasy and quick dccess to any
of the pictures on any Amiga. (OVER 18]

' {Coise) £40.00

Adult Sensation 3D acthglly contans over 2,000 trus 2

Dimensional colour images. 30 viewing software and 1op qual

ity 30 glasses are also supplied. Available nowl (GVEF 13)

Rated Ay
s fC0HE) £18.00
Adult Animations contains hundreds of naughty? anima-

i3 tionsAilm clips for Adults only. Viewing software included
B for the Amiga. Limited first stocks so ordar mow.
B HURRYH! [(STRICTLY OVER 185 ONLY)

_ (G040 2500
Adult MEMEation 15 o collection of unigue images of the
male body, This CD-A0M has bunm# to forfill the
hundreds of requests for 3 CD dedicated to the ladies.
Vary sasy to use, Okay on afy AmMgEs :
COGd) £19.00

1.2gigabyte (1200mb) ready-to-fit
Amiga hard drive. Pre-formatted
and installed with Workbanch 3
Supplied with all cables and
instructions.
With FREE harddisk sw!

Cuadidx) speed CD-ROM dri-.-s
completé with interface for the
A1200. Supplied with installation
software. Includes a FREE
copy of the Epic Colection.
P.'ease :uuu..!e- ﬂ Dirivie

~ AMIGA GD H‘I‘JM D

A 1.2GIG HARD DISK 5. soenr | on o
3 —

{CD115) £19.99 F

We took evenyonaes valid comments with concem 1-:- e first releass of the
Encyclopedia and changed, modified updated the whale product to the
extent that it now includes over 20,000 subjects. The new 1997 version of the
Epic Interactive encyclopedia is available now, it fealures a superb new
updated multimedia interface. hundreds of film clips, images, sound sampiles
and subject information text. The 1297 version now supports a multitude of
new faatures inluding: Col
and & unique nter-ACT™ feature which allows you to interact with certain sub-
|ects like: chess, piano, etc.

lour images, Full-screen filmelips, Mational anthems,

A superb refarance title for the whole family.

it has 1o be said that the graphics &&i new prece:

dants in Amiga multimedia presantaton™

Gragma Sanciiord, Amigs Formst

“Why is it you are the only company produsing
dacan Arega CD-ROMs" G, Hamifon

!'99? A%_d yl-_a[aﬁn feaftures mﬁ.‘;_iﬁg
calour Multi-media In

uﬁllka anything seen on the Amiga™
*Produced in the

HTTEMRIOA0N

“1 workad on this title for almost two years,
and it still impresses me™, Wince Pike, Epic

The new mn infadace  Kids Catagory selechor Ew' SErmon

The Explormpadia meny  The subyec! creafor

“If you're an the lockout for some interactive refar-
ence material then this fits the bill”.

--. ”“1“

\nstall & Sahp
il Slaang

Hast Manager

unlike most encyclopedias
"Arcund 16,000 subjects covered

from Aalborg 1o Zygole
*Hotlist editor

So you can create lists of subjects
“"Hundreds of samples

Music tracks and ﬁnd aver 200 samples
“Thousands of picture

Ower 3,000 colour m-:r-:l pictures inc
*Dozens of film-clips/animations

Cwer 200 subject related film-chips
*View many film-clips “full-screen”™
#he New Zoom option
*Now includes Music tracks

National anthems and different music
‘Impm new subjects

from the Intarneat or from floppy disk
*Export data to printer or file

and use it in your own projects
"Kids Explorapedia

Tony Horgan, CU

Eight kid's interactive play-about sacti
*Enhanced speech facili

AVAILABLE FOR ALL AGA AMIGA's (with 4mb+ ram & Hard drive) -

| Improved speach synthesis
Aminet set one LightROM G EPC ENCYCLOPEDU| GROLIE R [HUTCHINSONS *Subject creator
Aminet set two 24.99 |ProDUCED N[ 1996/1997 1993 1891 " twnazu.a- yuuﬁglsumm dlata
Aminet set three 3499 [¥o.or moTuRES| 3000+ 1300 ‘Metwork com &
. - 2 THE FUTURE throwgt
Aminet 14 October ) [Waoe w Tve e s TRAIR BACK FOR THE FUTURE Can be run throwgh GII}?.{:-r COTY
Aminet 15 November = 1209 [Aca wrenrace| x X ' i de
Aminet 16 1288 |UPGRADABLE " :-: x 1o tha 1
Amiga Repair Kit cn 49.09 [mo.oF samrEs | 100's 163 version,
Amiga System Booster . - 1409 SEARCH MODES | NORMALDEER | NORMAL [NORMAL im'fq mctﬁrrn.
Warld Info 1690 ( FILMCLIPS e * x version along
Turbo Calc v2.1Spreadshest 9.9 aint 4.0 SUPPORTED + x x chenque of A
Amiga Developers CD 1499 d Textures MUSIC rd x x £11.99 plus
Print Studio Pro 30,99 S = R X
: "R Amiga 1200 or AD00. 4 hard drive, 2 CO-ROM driv
Hagc Publisher tcd) 459 ang di:Elsi-dnr.l:'.'amg?ﬁrm@m?!: muﬂﬁ&wjﬁm i e
Meeting at Pearfs 4 949 R -
Mods Anthology (dcd) 2088 GIF SENSATIONS (2cr) — 3 LIGHT-ROM 4 £29,53 Tha The Kara This €
Contains arownd 10,000 # | latest issue contains thou- Collection™ ROM
This superb highly rated Amiga CD-ROM World Atlas colowr images suitable for sands and brand *-ewl s 8 profes- T .
features flexible quick access to individual countries DTP. (CD128) £18.89 objects for Lightwave E'ﬁl';':ﬂea;g[ iy 1000
idal u Fi
S P TG, SRR Ripiel o gar NOTHING BUT GIFS LIGHT-ROM GOLD £19.85 of forts, back- tal &
indax. Concise, informmative county histories. Each Fealures thousands of Contains the best drops and tools for spe- maps{DEMs).
country iz su;._apmed by a series of maps very high quality images. Lightwave™ 30 objects clal effects in pictures, For use in VistePro,
[l depicting regional position, major cities, sic CO157) £15.59 from LightROM issues 1, ll animations, titing and Sesnary, Animatar oF
! 2 2 and LightROM 3. presantaions. £34.09 Woorld Constrsctian
i [ IMAGE CD-ROMS sca uujsioun | | LIGHT-ROM CD-ROMS 525 || KARA FONTS CD || DEM-ROM_

Just £2.50 inc

P&P

AGA Experience 2
contains 100%
origenal AGA mate-

rial inchuding pictures

Amingt 16 contains over
G00mb of the very latest
Amiga software, including
games, demos, animations,

AN

features all the tools and informa-

This GD was rated 95% in AF, it i
tian, specificationa etc, needed

AGA demos, AGA games,
and AGA tools. Maost infor-
A maton nng dirsct from the
CD. “Novmailly £15.99

; .E}(PEFIIENCE 2

CD210x £0.98)

3

ii

NET 16

mughs, lools, comms, I:!:uatn:h-
@5, atc. Available for €12

or £10.99 when you

lake out a subscription.

CD236) £12.99

T

LOPERS CD v1.1

to produce and develop Amiga

saftware. Includes the lates! ver-
sions of the installer, GD press-
ing softwara, COXL toolkit, ete.

{CDZ28] £14.89
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Hpffwww.globalnet.co.uk/-epic/

—— Emulators Unlimited contains Software emula-
| tion tools for the Amiga, Spread over numer-

ous platforms are emulators for: Apple, BBC,

CPC, Apple Mac, Garnebay, Atari ST, MSX,
| Apple200, Atari B00, Atari1 040ste, Sinchair
QL, Unix and more, Also features hundreds
of games tools etc for most of the
amiulalors,

The FLASH-ROM is a "companion” Emulators CD that
containg many new cartrigdge based machine emulators
like: Kelecovision, Mintendo, Gameboy atc. Order Code:
{CD280) £19.99*. Order both Emuiators &
FlashROM for just £29.99" (CD283).

Miulyect to prica
SRange without notice

V- T e R
Prant Studio PRO allows you to create and print a wide vari
ety of business cards and labals, Also festures: PicturCAT,
Printer24 - A 24bit graphics print manager, 200mb of

M mono & colour clipart, and hundreds of quality fonts. Print
Studio PRD provides a versatile colows comeaction
ystem, resulting in perfect colour output on mast printers. K53

e _BRINT STUBIO PHO_ s
SGA WOUSE LT 1| ThE Wurld of ——

| AMIGA (@

Sunte cone-
F1288 ¢ ""MP J |

tains the
|
. —

— il

[

P i

full war=
sions of Parsanal
Paint, Parsona SEase,
Parsonal Wiite, P. Fanfs
and ovar S00mb of use-
abda Art, Texts & Fonls.
Paint, image Processing
Animation, 24bit
Prirting. ¥Waord
Processing, Database
i and MUch morna,
Rated 90%

Insight dinosaurs has been pro-
. duced in association with Tha
‘ L Natural History Museum in
London, and featuras the work of
world renowned dinosaur illustra-
tors. It features hundreds of
phaoto's, llustrations, video clips, narra
Bion and sound effects, It is the ultimate A-Z of
@inosaurs, CD includes both ECS & AGA versions

Futed cver D%
JUST IN.

Women of the Web...**

-1 Workd of Clipart is a double CD-
il AOM containing around 40, 0o0
fl mono and colowr clipart images f
L contained in over 100 catagories e
Ll in IFF, GIF, PCX, CDR, EPS, TIF,
il & BMP, Tools for convearting
images to another lormats ane
*# included. Subjects include :

- Animals, Anatary, Bables
B en, Wormen, Trees, Reptiles, Insects, Xmas,
Religious, Planes, Vehicles, Ships, Toys, Zodiac signs, Eye
Eatchers, Humour, Cats, Dogs, Computers, Technology,
Sealife, Space, Symbols, Dinosaurs, Plants, Mature, Ads,
Tools, Ast rc\ll:;g:,r Hands, Birds, Business, Office, Warkers,
Cartoon, Lion King, Education, Food, Gardening, Holidays,
Houwses & Buildings, Helicopters, Children, Banners,
Mediaval, Military, Monsters, Music, Sports. Transport,

and more. \ ﬂ?"m;] || 1T

¥ o, 18
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Commodore 84, Commodore VIC20, Amstrad |8

{
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SCI-FI Sensation is an exciting
new CD-ROM containing over
1.3GIG of 5CI-FI images, anima-
thang, 30 objects, Sound FiX,
Documents, Theametunes
Scripts & SCI-Fl games
Subjects included are
Babylon5, Startrek (The origi
nal, TNG, Deep Space 9 and
Voyager), Batrman, Dr Who
Thunderbirds, Robocop, Sea
Quast DSV, Bladerunner, Aliens,
Terrar hawks, 20071. BlakeT,
Battiestar Galactica, Tron, Total
Recal, 2010, Space 1999 gic

*Buy SCI-Fl Sensation from us and
you will abwiays receive the latest

SPACE WARZ,

Choice for value and service
The UK's most popular mail order comparny.

te order lines
UK Drders: 0500 131 486 Overseas:+44 1793 514 188
3 to receive your order
Standard 1-2 days. NextDay or Same Day Delivery
M Easy ways fo order
La PHOE ik, Ermadl, Post,

oy Ei-’.? . c‘a"ﬁ!" C{eque. Postal-order, Cash or C.O.D

= Choices of free CD=-ROMs
u Muslc. Games, Demo's, Tools..

Retro gaming at it's best. Around
3000 all-time classic spectrum
gamsa files on one CO-ROM
Emuilators included for amy Amiga..
Games include Manic Miner, Skool

BATTLEZOME, TEMPEST, COMBAT, TROM,

FATROL, TRAIL BLAZER, BREAKOUT, CENTREPEDE,
CYCLES, BEZERK, SNAKE, SCRAMBLE, PING PONG,
BREAKOUT, NUMEROUS CE4 CONVERSIONS, A COL-
LECTIOM OF JEFF MINTER GAMES AND HUNDREDS
MORE. Ower 600mb of unfongettable retro-gaming.

MNow Inciudes easy fo use Multimedia Amiga Interface.

| B
Hundreds of Sound FX and samples, Virus Killers, Hard
disk installer & tools, Various Hardware projects, Hundreds of games
i including Mind teasers, Puzzle, card, arcade and board gamas,
books, and more,

Arcade Classics s an original col-
lection of ALL your old arcade
favourites, Including Amiga war-
sions of PACMAN, SPACE
INVADERS, ASTERIODS, MIS-
SILE COMMAND, PENGO,
FROGGER, LOAD RUNNER,
GALAXIANS, DONKEY KONG,
NUMERCUS TETRIS GAMES,

THRUST, Q-BERT, HUNCHBACK, MOON

Containg 1200 our most popular floppy based
software titles on one giant 600mb CO-ROM
Mow you can purchase the entire Epic collec-
tion in one go. Subjects include: Professional
mano clipart, colour clipart, numerows 30
objects for Imaging & Lightwavea, Colour,

e Bitmap, Compugraphic fonts & Adobe fonls,
Graphics converters, Music tutorials,
Baginners guide, 30 stereogram generatorg,

EEI__ LECTION V2"
R GOMING SO0ON

The Epic Interactive Quiz

| Show is an exciting new

Amiga based CD-ROM

| .ﬁ- quiz game for the whole
: famiky.

o

*AGA hi-res gﬁq:hl::a
“Virtually every question |s spoken
*Upto 4 players/teams can play
*20 different subject catagories
*Salect from 10 different charac-

tors, or add your own charactors,
*Use keyboard or special controller
“Over 3000 different questions

daza, Monty mola, Startrak,
Thrust, Jet Set Willy, The Hobbit,
Sirip Poker, Danger Mouse, The
Santinal, Micro Olympics, Under
Wurlde, Uridium, Atic Atac, River _,mn e
raid, Barbarian, Hunchback and
arcund 3000 other classic spactrum REPLACEMENT WORKBENCH
e o files mcluding muitt-ioed garmes. B AWBRT.  WEN.2 [disks]
T T T T B SPecoy ‘96 also containg hundreds of ANEd - W3 fidisks) W
SRR cocuments containing inatructions for [ mymin.s . WR2M fdsks) oo B ;
EEEEEEEnE most games aswell as hundreds of AWEiEE . WBALD [Sksks) 1900 TRANSFER YOUR AMINET
speccy game cheats. Okay on any SUBSCAIPTION FROM YOUR CURRENT |
CD-ROM drive connected to an Amiga, = SUPPLIER AMD MOT OMLY WILL ¥OU |
2~ MG0O HikSetup & Instal ‘;'x GET EVERY FUTURE GOPY OF
BHDT-2 - A1200 HD Sedup & Install 7.0 AMINET FOR £10.89
CO-ROM DRIVERS BUT WHEM YOU JOIN OR SUPER SUB-
i ? o SCRIPTION WE'LL ALSO SEND YOU
ATPS-1+ Atapi I Drivers £300 £20.00 WORTH OF AMIGA GO-ROM |
AATT-) - LappolArcos Deivers o VOUCHERS FREE OF CHARGE.
By pre | 55122 - Sl SCSI Software _ Loog CALL OUR SPECIAL AMINET
Rated: AF GOLD 85% - CU 91% - ALY 90% - AC aver 90 PRINTER DRIVERS . ) SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE ON:
Sty e L RS-t = 100 Pinter Drivers 500 01793 432176
(Ersan, Camon, HF, Star, st TO SUBSCRIBEN

Rated 84%

This CD contains informaticn that
NOBODY wants you o know
about. and includes tons of
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SMD-100

B Price: £199 M Developer/Supplier: HiSoft © 01525 718181 http://www.hisoft.co.uk

Your favourite films on CD with top

quality sound and music can be a

reality, but don’t throw away your

video of Trainspotting just yet.

hen | was at University
in a remote Australian
town, video conferenc-
ing was seen as being
a great money saver for local busi-
ness. Thanks to video compres-
sion, some bad quality video and
audio could be squeezed into a 2
megabits per second stream. At
that rate a CD would only hold 40
minutes of the terrible guality
video on offer. Just what does this
have to do with HiSoft's SMD-100
AKA the Squirrel MPEG? Video
comprassion is what it's about.

MPEG got better
However, things have improved
since then and now a single chip
can be used for playback at CD's
standard single-speed rate of
around 150K/s. Video quality also
has the capability of being rather
good depending on the quality of
the encoding system in

the first place.
And MPEG
(Motion Picture
Experts Group)

compression also supplies near-
CD guality audio as well.

Of course none of this is new.
Commodore threatened to make
MPEG big in the Western World
with the MPEG cartridge for the
one-time successful CD32.
Unfortunately, they chose this
time to go bankrupt so we'll never
know how things could have
been. This MPEG cart allowed the
CD32 to play so-called Video CDs
which are essentially MPEG on a
CD-ROM so that you get 74 min-
utes of movie on a disk. Yes, that
means most Video CDs come on
two CDs with a change being
needed somewhere in the middle

Stand alone
So what is HiSoft's SMD-100
then? They've gone

for the

A The artifacts generated as a side effect of the
compression method are not too prominent.

unigue approach of creating a
stand-alone MPEG decoder box.
The SMD-100 is a SCSI device
and in fact it's a SCSI controller of
a kind which orders a connected
SCS| CD-ROM to play and send
the MPEG stream to the SMD-100
for decoding. For this purpose the
black-box SMD-100 has two full
sized Centronics style SCSI con-
nectors on the rear so it may be
placed inside a SCSI "chain’ i.e.
between your computer and CD-
ROM or even at the end if a termi-
nator is attached to one
of the connectors.

There are

A MPEG gets away with its lossy compression with
the help of fast frame rates.

convenient dip-switches on the
rear to configure the SCSI| address
and finally a 9-pin genlock con-
nector and a SCART socket for
video output.

So with an appropriate cable,
the Amiga's RGB video can be
passed through the SMD-100
and the monitor attached to the
Scart socket. The video output
will then appear in the colour-0
genlock space as with normal
genlocks. You could have your
Workbench on top of Four
Weddings and a Funeral, for
example, but more likely
uses could be kiosk and video
titling presentations.

Most people will want the

SMD-100 to play Video-CDs, a
task which is does very

well again
_ depending on
- the encoding
g quality, | took the
SMD-100 home
with a hand full of
movies and Manga video-
CDs and jacked it into my
29" Sony TV. After connect-
ing to a CD-ROM | found the
SMD-100 hung once or twice
and needed to be powered
down by removing the power
lead. This may have been a
temporary SCSI| "hang’ or the
like. The SMD-100 comes with
a remote control which directs
it to tell the CD-ROM to play,
stop or &ject etc.

Nasty artifacts
Video output was superb on all
titles though there were some
nasty movement artifacts on a
few badly encoded CDs. MPEG
relies on predicting motion but it
finds it particularly hard to
reproduce with the resolution
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A PFicture quality of MPEGs from the Internet is often substandard, due to poor original recordings.
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[EXCLUSIVE!! NEW WWW CLIENT] o L oLl
=i S |
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[INDUSTRY STANDARD IRC CLIENT] and full frames (scrolling and
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Internal Image Decoder - fast
internal GIF/IPG decoding, GIF
Anims, 24BIT CyberGFX support!
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Wanting to get onto the Intarnat? Already connected, but
frustrated with your software? MetConnect is all you nead
to get connected to the Internet and contains a suite of
sevan commearcially Iicanﬁed Internat applications, ‘r’-:.l
won't find an interface as easy-to-use as MNetConnect's!
We have spoken at Ipnqm rn so0 many of our customers
ab tting onto the Interneat - we know exactly what you
naad and what you want. You want software you can usa

not F.I':.1-"!'!'.'..'._'I"|3 but commercial software, you want the
hassle taken out of the installation and you want a suite of |
tha very tJ-__,t Armiga Ir |I-Lr| software. Indeed, to make cq
MetConnect the very best we organised programmers to You
enhance their s.o.‘".\-.'!.rr- - 80 you get previously nom- Y2
released software, NetConnect contains a full TGP client
worth ovar £35 in itzelf! You can save massas of Hislil voyager vi.50
buying MetConnect as there is no nr\-crl to licence the mﬁgﬂl;lh

4 ar vl.:

Internet software - full versions all licenced for you! AmETP v1.70
MetConnect’'s GUl does more than contralfmanage GRalbll
AmITCP! It also gives you a completely aditable icon bar iU LY
(see pics) to control and manage your programs. No other Mkl
Internet pack meets the specifications of NetConnect! §
Ask for a time=limited demo version!

2l
You car

[CD or Disks) 1
336 Modem + NetConnect

for under £155! Amazing!

Send your order to:
Active Software, PO Box 151,
Darlington, County Durham,
DL3 8YT, ENGLAND.

01325 352260

active@enterprise.net

E{f @ E j| card orders F. any additional informa-
Iy | e N | - b call us ASAPT

Suppoﬂed b]r
15P's Worldwide

HetConnect allows you
T salEsct your country
then select an ISP
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Quickcam Interface

B Price: £39.95 W Developer/Supplier: Eyetech © 01642 713185

Roll up, roll up. They
said it couldn’t be
done. The Mac has it,
the PC has it, now the
Amiga can have it too:
video conferencing.

hanks to Eyetech, the Quickcam rev-
olution isn't going to pass the Amiga
by. Mac and PC users have been
able to enjoy the delights of video
conferencing via cheap Quickcams for a while,
and soon the Amiga will be in on the act. The
problem has been one of ports; the Amiga's
parallel port isn't up to the job, and to get
around this Eyetech have developed a
bizarre hydra-headed maonstrosity of an
interface which connects the

Quickeam to your Amiga via the

parallel and the disk drive port.

Not quite yet
Before everyone rushes out to
buy one expecting to be able to video confer-
ence with their friend in Croydon or colleague in
Tokyo, | ought to say that it isn't there yet.

For £40 you get a cable and some goftware.
EyeTech do not supply the Quickcam itself. This
is available from many PC dealers, such as
DABS Direct (tel:0800 55 88 66) for £85. The

4 Ari Ed Helen poses for the camera. Quickcam produces fair results — in goad lighting
conditions. nset: carehul expesure and post-processing allow more creative images.

software is a useful but fairly basic image grab-
ber, Setting up is a breeze; plug the camera in,
switch on the computer, click on the Quickcam
program icon and you're off. From the software
you can alter the contrast, exposure, Zoom and
size, watching your alterations taking effect as
you do them. The input resolution from the
camera is 320 by 240 pixels, in 64 shades of
grey, but this can be scaled down to 80 by 60
pixels to get a greater update speed. How fast
the screen updates is partly dependant on the
speed of your system; on a 68030 based sys-
tem | got screen updates at about 1 frame per
second on the largest screen, and not far off
realtime rates on the smallest. The software
can freeze images and save them out as a
greyscale IFF, or can spool frames to disk for
you to make into an Anim yourself; Eyetech told
us that they hope to build in Anim support but a
CLI utility such as Buildanim will turn the spool
ed frames into an Anim in no time,

CUseeme

Eyetech will sell you a video confer-
encing solution with colour and
sound, but it costs £260 and only
works as an Amiga to Amiga sys-
tem. However, the imminent
release of Hypercom from VMC,
which Eyetech are distributing in
thiz country as PortPlus should
offer a solution. Portplus is an
A1200 plug-in board which adds
fast serial and parallel ports —
Evetech believe this will allow

them to include an audio digitizer through the
same Quickeam hardware and produce a full
CU Seeme port. The Portplus would also make
the current elaborate connector unnecessary,
offering an even cheaper Quickcam solution.

Contrasting appeal
In its present incarnation, it is only a tool for
image making, but as a sometimes photograph-
er, this appeals to me very much. The black and
white limitation may concern those only inter-
ested in conferencing, but I've always preferred
black and white images and was keen to find
out what it could do. Lens quality on this sort of
camera is low, although modern lens coatings
allow even cheap lenses like this to produce
sharp enough images at these low resolutions.
Beyond that, the major limiting factor in
image quality is focus - the lens focus on
video conferencing cameras is fixed at
around half a metre, about the right
distance for a camera mounted
on top of your monitor, and
although the small aperture
allows a reasonable
depth of field, beyond 2Zm
things go very soft.

The contrast and exposure range allowed
imaging in a good range of conditions, although
extreme brightness ranges, such as are
encountered when people are backlit by sun-
light through a window, was beyond its capabili
ties. In more controlled conditions it was
possible to produce quite acceptable images
with it, and the combination of the on-air con-
trast and exposure controls alongside post-pro-
duction with a software such as PPaint, Art
Effect or Photogenics opens up all sorts of cre-
ative possibilities. The high red-biased colour
balance emphasises skin blemishes delightfully,
but that's all part of the adventure. B
Andrew Korn

QUICKCAM INTERFACE
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RAPID DELIVERY

SALES FREE CALL 0500 737 800
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3.5"” DISKS

-

fﬂ?“ 100% CERTIFIED ERROR FREE DISKS & LOCKABLE BOXES
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50 3.5" Disks............E1689..........£17.99  + 100 cap lockable box JAdd £4.00
100 3.5" Disks............E28.94..........£218.99 + 100 cap lockable bex..........Add £4.00
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FREE LABELS + FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE

CD ROM DRIVES
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Madulator overhamg Itpd TAMS2IF
Joystick Splitters...

loystick Extension l.ﬂtd 1I:I-'f1

Printer Lead...
ll.l-l-T COVERS
Amigs 1200,/500/500P/600 ..
Microvitek/Philips Menitors .
Stor/Citizen/Panasenic Printers.
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Amigo Disk Drives Frae Direc D'p-! 411 ..£39.99
Amiga Mause (Top Quality)... . £11.50
Drives
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£79.99 250Mb £124.99 ;‘fﬁﬂ m‘ﬁﬂ
120Mb 2.5" ....nn...£69.99  340Mb £134.99 | Apelle, Magnum, Haw and
170Mb 2.5..........£109.00 520Mb...cocvrrrerrn . £159.99 | mﬁﬁm
INTERNAL 3.5 IDE for A1200 & AS000 5 memery prices can
850Mb 3.5".........£139.99 1.6Gb 3.5" .......£199.99 change daily
£159.99 2.06b 3.5 .......£239.99 T2 PIN / 32 BIT
1.26b 35" .........£174.99 2.5Gb 3.5".......£250.99| 4Mb
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PRODUCT TEST

Gadgets for geeks? Well, it's not
really for geeks, it's for those of you
who want to get into Unix.

f the title of this CD
puts you off then you
can probably stop
reading this review.
Geek Gadgets is (at present)
something that only hardened
developers should consider inves-
tigating. Or put another way, if you
spend your life in a Shell or crave
to run the kitchen-sink text editor
(Emacs) on your Amiga then you
may well find this CD a rare treat.

To my ADE

Geek Gadgets contains the Amiga
Development Environment, a pro-
ject started out of the work done
by Fred Fish on his Fresh Fish
CDs. It's basically a collection of
Amiga ports of popular GNU soft-
ware from the Unix world. Most
notably this includes an excellent
port of the multi-talented GCC,
which is a C/C+ +/Objective C

& B whole laad of new programs to play with.

compiler with support for cross-
compilation (there's even
PowerPC capabilities included!).

Another famous GMU product
is Emacs. This is a monumental
beast of a text editor, which is
almost an operating system in
itself. The secret to its versatility
is the underlying Lisp program-
ming language. This enables you
to do just about anything and to
configure every action. But it
takes some learning and is not for
the faint-hearted. Interestingly,
this port is guite an old one (it's
Emacs v18) but it seems to have
the benefit of stability.

Next up on the top three GNU
programs is GhostScript. This is a
PostScript interpreter which can
be used as a previewer or to print
to non-PostScript printers. It was
a pleasant surprise to find that
this worked pretty well. Not
straight away, unfortu-
nately, but eventually
the magic incantation
was found that
allowed my A1200
{with a mere 10Mb) to
display the infamous
tiger picture.

X factor

The main collection of
programs on this CD
comprises tried-and-
tested and largely bug-
free versions. A set of

The odds are stacked against it
Now why are some of these Unix ports a bit unreliable and
crash-prone? Well, a major benefit of programming under
an operating system like Unix is the advanced memory
management and virtual memory. Programmers can be a
bit more lazy in their memory usage than they can under,
say, AmigaO0S. This shows itself particularly in many pro-
grams’ usage of stack space. Under AmigaOS your stack
size is quite limited and must be fixed at load time. Under
Unix you can generally have an enormous stack which will
also grow dynamically as needed. So, it's actually quite
remarkable that this group of Amiga programmers have
managed to get any of these ports working acceptably.

Geek Gadgets V1|
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i Everything but the kitchen sink ...

‘alpha’ releases, including a
version of the X windowing system
is also included. The big problem
when testing this was the absence
of a 'libX11.ixibrary’ file. After
many hours trying to work out
what was wrong, a program called
‘a2ixlibrary’ was found.

In fact, ‘a2ixlibrary’ is a shell
script, which requires you to be
running a suitable, Unix-like shell
rather than the standard Amiga
CLL This raised another set of
problems: just running 'sh’ gave
no joy since it wasn't set-up cor-
rectly. It seems that this CD would
benefit from a lot more Amiga-
specific set-up documentation,
not just the standard GNU manu-
als. Just a short description of the
set-up that Fred Fish uses regular-
ly would be a start.

Can | use it?
Since the majority of the software
is covered by the GNU licence, it
must be accompanied by full
source code. Depending on your
point of view, this can be a deveal-
oper’'s dream or worst nightmare,
Some of the code is not the most
readable or instructive in the
world, but as large collections of
sources go this is probably one of
the largest!

So, what's the real point of this
CD? Well, at the moment it's not
likely to be useful for anyone else

apart from those that want to be
able to do cross-compilation,
those who want to make them-
selves a more Unix-like environ-
ment on their Amiga, or those
who want to help develop parts
of the ADE. Fred Fish and the
group of Amiga programmers
who have made the ADE have
obviously done a lot of work and
are to be congratulated on, par-
ticularly, the GCC and Emacs
ports. But there's a long away to
go before this stuff becomes
accessible to the more humble
Amiga users out there. B

Jason Hulance

GEEK GADGETS V1
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value for money
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mouse replacement trackball, On
first impression, it feels rather
shoddily made, its cheap plastic
construction inspiring little
confidence but a mouse | have
from the same factory has lasted
fairly well though, and the track-
ball does have a year's guarantee
so | thought it worth a try out
at least
In use the trackball manages
rather well, certainly in compari-
son to the Alfa Data trackball
we reviewed a while back.
There is no way, however,
of removing the ball and
cleaning it without tak
ing the whole thing
fi' apart, which is not good
for long life, but this is
par for the course
& with trackballs
g The design is ergonomical-
S |y excellent, the button
arrangement well spaced
: and the ball easy to move.
| found menu selection

PRODUCT TEST

Golden Image Trackball

M Price: £19.95 M Supplier: Golden Image © 0181 900 9291

owners, although | have met a
few people who absolutely swear
by them. If a trackball appeals to
you, or if your desk is so small
you keep running the mouse
right off the edge, then you could
do a lot worse than this. B
Andrew Korn

surprisingly easy, especially
when replacing a single button
Mac mouse in ShapeShifter.

Drawing with the trackball did-
n't give quite the precision of a
mouse, although it produced bet-
ter results than the older Alfa
Data model. A sketch done with
the trackball had rougher lines,
whilst the mouse allows more
confidence in exact positioning.
There is a slightly greater sense
of freedom with the trackball that
encourages more lively sketch-
ing, but | preferred the feel of the
mouge overall

There is of course the ultimate
test of all trackballs, Missile
Command. Compared 1o a
mouse, both trackballs won
hands down. Comparing the
two, | found the Alfa Data to be
as good, the only time | didn't
significantly prefer the Golden
Image model.

Trackballs have never been
hugely popular with most Amiga

value for money..............

Top tracker hut
| I'll stick with

I 1

" | my mouse.

A2000
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V}?.rfy'be tied to taking ~Pot Luck”™ when
buying ClipArn? Now YOU can select your | |
own preferences from the comfort of vour.
own home. Choose from over 3000 images
in over 40 Categonies. Give voursell a break
and TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! Available
in Formats suitable for all Amiga Programs
(Hi-Res Bitmapped or Scaleable)
All images are 8 to 256 Colours..._suitable
for both Colour and Mono Printers. All
clips are artist drawn......no scanned ™
or traced images here!

REFILLS (Microfiltered Non-Clog Formula) all Colours from 87p per refill
As good as original...but cheaper! from £4.99

R T
We have been supplying our Customers with Refill Inks for many years, and most
of our sales are re-orders. We demonstrate the quality of our Inks by providing a
FULL COLOUR PRINTOUT with every Information Pack. Who else does this?
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FONTS
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T Unlike some of the cheap and cheerful Font
CDs and Disks doing the rounds, our Fonts STARS

WORK! Select from over 4000 Fonts in
both COMPUGRAPHIC and ADOBE gﬁﬁr‘&ﬁ
POSTCY

formats and leave the rest up to us!
AANOME

WOBBLE
ZARRO U
o RV EE

For Bulk Buyers we offer some very
special deals with Fonts from Tp ea

Open e

We have been in business since 1991 and
pioneered the Pic n Mix concept. Our
service is unique with a TECHNICAL

&K FERIFELPLINE for all of our valued Customers| A1 QI
QRIENT AL 9RANBRMN S HR X PNEL
Medusa STENCILSTRETCH
LENTI T \CO\AASAA= WASHBOOK!
POWERLINER WLDCEWORLDE V)N A JELIEF
For your FREE 46 Page Information Pack,
either Write, Phone, or Fax us.
SELECTAFONT (Dept CU)

84 Thorpe Road, Hawkwell, .erlu-.lucklcy, Essex. SS5 4JT

FAX: 01702 200062 g WgB%. % PHONE: 01702 202835




Ph SCENE

Commercial quality games and
whatnots at silly prices. That's the
beauty of public domain. Andrew
Korn surveys the scene.

Parasite
game

Parasite ia a
aort of a Doom

type of game
It iz & little it
like Corporation

wilth just the

amallest hint of

t‘ll“}]ﬂﬂﬂ Manter thhown iin fovi 1.]1.“.".‘ maanure, As is the
vaual way with Doam clones, you're in a big dungeon,
or space station or aomething, armead anly with a knite,

a machine gun, a pistol and a med pack and you have to

find your way out, blasting a few monsters on the way
and collecting any nice loot that happens 1o be lying
around. There's an assortment of weapons knocking

about for you to piek up and there are locked doors you

will need 16 find keya to open

Thiz is no true 3D game, just the lower budget sort
common (o most first person RPGs, Despite this, tha
gamea comes across much more as a Doom type. with
lots of walls to eheck for secret rooms full of goodias
and the option to play muiltiplayer with a aplit screen
and blast =even bealls out of your mates

Presentation iz of a fairly high standard, full of
atmosphere, but the graphics mizs a commercial shean,
backgroundsz are confusingly undifferantiated and moin-
aters are lacking animation

The puzzles are not of the highast order either - it
took me ages 1o get out of the firat room, not because
of some brain taxing conundrm, but because it didn't
ocour (o mea 1o try opening a door with a knife where a
machine gun had Tailed
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Availalile o
F1 Licensawares,
41 Wellington
Rd., Exeter,
Devon EX2
abu

Tal: 01392
493580

Price: £3.99
plusz 79p P+PR

I have often
thought how
miich batter Sid
Maier's
Colonlzation o
Civilimation wiould
be with a multi
player option,
Diiteh Coloaniz-
atioin fan Jan
Hagyvist agreas
and has done
goimething about it 1497 is his ver-
gion of Colonization for up te four
playars and it i% in many ways a
better game than the original.

In case you missed Colonization

when it came out, it is a game of discov-
ery, colonization and conguest. 1497 differs trom
Colonization in several signiticant ways, There i no
Europe 1o g back to with your goods, and monay is
made by selling to local traders, There is also a much
amaller range of colonist's occupations, hecause 1497
has dizposed of the secondary aconomy - in 1497 you
sell all of your raw materials rather than more profitably
convarting them into trade goods as in Colonization. This
takes the depth out, but as there are up (o four persons
playing in this game, this is a very sensible omission; a
single move would otherwise take most of an evening

1497 has a more varied range of terrain, including
Volcanoes, which look great and can be mined for gems,
bt have the disadvantage of occasionally srupting and
burning your settlement to the ground, Graphically 1497
comes out rather well; there ian't the polish of its com-
mearcial inspiration, but there are some nice animated
toiiches and It scores highly over Colonization in the
apead stakes, scrolling tar taster

Sadly, there isn't the sense of progreas that the tound-
ing fathers' feature gave to Colonization, but maybe with
encovragement Jan will put something like that in an
update. Ovarall however, 134897 plays guickly enough tor a
four player game to be complated betore senility sets an
Not quite a masterpiece but it's a tine upatanding
sharewaie packaige

Aminal path

1497 . 1ha (1132k)
or ¢all your local
PD library
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aminet Gems
Voxel engines

With so many of
our readers on-
line these days,
an increasing
number of people
use these pages
to decide what

files to FTP rather

than what disks to buy. So | will be going on the occa-
sional trawl of the Aminet to look for smaller gems for
those of you. This month, | went hunting Voxel engines.
Voxels are, roughly speaking, 3D pixels and voxel engines
are a technique used for generating relatively fast 3D
scenes, notably in the PC helicopter blaster Comanche.

Schwarz and Schreiber’'s VoxelAGA, written in AmigaE,
15 the fastest of the lot, managing around 40fps on a fast
‘030, but it is also the least graphically impressive, the
landscape looking like rolling hills of mud. V_Engine2 from
Jorg Gonska is visually much more impressive, resembling
a medium resolution Vista render, and managed an accept-
able 10fps or so. VoxelEngine is Jorg's latest update, a
total rewrite with even better graphics, a lovely cloud-
filled sky, fire button controlled height, and an fps counter
which informed me that it manages 11.47fps on the same
machine, 3.87 fps on an unexpanded A1200 and 16fps on
the office '060.

sminet Paths: Voxel AGA: GFX/AGA/AgaVoxel_fix.lha
V_Engine2: GFX/AGA/V_Engine2.lha
VoxelEngine: GFX/AGA/VoxelEngine25.lha

Premier Sixes
Footy manager game

There is a lot that is impressive about this title where the
aim is to manage a premier league team in a six-a-side
competition. It looks very good, with a front end which is
a little bit Champ Manager, and plays well, with a text
commentary which again follows the Champ Manager
lead of simple highlights, but manages to convey a better
idea of what is taking place. There is a wealth of player
stats to give you a sense of your players, and the tactics
section has enough depth to allow a lot of tweaking of
your style to counteract opposition tactics. After each
game, each player is rated for their performance out of
10, shots on target and assists are totalled and the com-
puter chooses a man of the match.

Sounds good? But all isn't rosy. You can't look at the
stats of other players, the highest scorer table only covers
your own team and so on. Not that such information is all
that important as you can't buy and sell players anyway.
There is a lot going for this game but to rate higher it
neads a transfer market for a sense of involvement.

ailable from: Mr. Robbie Mapping, 1 Howler Cottage,
Winterweight

Road, Swindon,
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PD SCENE

Punter v3.2
Digital gee-gees

Punter’s author, Steve Bye,
originally wrote this program
for the Spectrum years ago,
and that breeding shows in
some of the crudest graph-
ics | have seen in a long
time. Which isn’t to say
that | don't like the game.
There is a season full of
races, with loads of horses
for you to bet on. Three pun-
dits advise you, each in their
own style, from the boffin who
analyses form rationally to the TV pundit who confidently
informs you the first three places and is always wrong.
You can even buy your own horse. Up to four players can

play and it"s the type of thing that'd give you hours of
amusement with a bunch of rowdy friends.

0
Scene Slides
Slideshow

Scene slides autoboots, plays music at you, shows you a
title page of Raguel Welch and then drops into the
AmigaGuide front end. From there every picture is a
mouse click (and possibly a disk change) away. There is
also the option of viewing each disk as a slideshow,
which is a nice timesaver for the lazy viewer who can’t
be bothered to click buttons.

The artwork, all hand drawn, is what the

compiler considers the best of the Amiga
scena, hence the title. There is the odd e
portrait of Einstein or Claudia Schiffer, o

but the majority consists of barbarians,

dragons and big-breasted mermaids. Many

of the images are direct copies from big

name fantasy artist such as Boris Vallejo, but -
there are some very good original pieces :
too. The only complaints | have is that f
there are no credits = I'm sure the artists
would have liked acknowledgement.

N T R B A STE
A EEEEEFEEET T T T

L Y e LT

Available from

F1 Licenseware, 31 Wellington Rd.,
Exeter, Devon. EX2 9DU. Tel: 01392
493580. Price: £3.99 plus 75p P+P

Available from: =
Freestyle PD., 108 Woodside Way, Short : . X
Heath, Willenhall, West Midlands WV12 = =
5NG. Tel: 01922 710985. - ¥
Price £3.00 plus 50p P+P. =
=iy
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. KNG . . . [TEL: 01268 571157
. NCLLIED e ee IFAX: 01268 733731

£ 3.50 Please Send Cheques/POs Made out to Premier Mail Order or [EMAIL : 100307.15448compuserve.com
Visa/Mastercard/(Switch + Issue No) & Expiry Dateto: @ ——— AT
Dept:CU02 14 ORWELL COURT, HURRICANE WAY, WICKFORD, ESSEX, S511 8YJ
Mon-Fri 9am-7pm Sat 10am-4pm. Please note: Some titles may not be released at the time of going to press.
Most titles are despatched same day, but can take up to 28 days. VAT is included on all titles

500 1200 CD 500 1200 CD 500 1200 CD

WE ALSO SELL SOFTWARE & PERIPHERALS FOR FOR: PC; MAC; PSX; SEGA SATURM; SEGA MEGADRIVE E&OE



PD UTILITIES

Utilities are those essential little gadgets that make
life much easier. Same goes for public domain. Here
is a selection of some darned useful little items that
once you try out you wonder how you ever got by
without them. Well Andrew Korn thinks so anyway.

Art Effex
Kid’'s paint package

nform?2.0
Business forms utility

Whilat order Torms and invoicing can be aasily produced with
maore general purpose software such as sproadshests or word
processors, thers's no doubt that a dedicated utility can be a real
it pri
luces a wall laid out order torm or invoice, handling linancial
aleulations automatically with more ease and simplicity than
iing & less specialised utility. Simple database leatures come in

wniy 1o o small busmess, Onfarm 18 & conveniance utility

Graphics
packages on
the Amiga gt
better and bette
all the time, but not

wndy especially for a company which uses a range of suppliers
o has account customers
The program is easy 1o use once you have it a8t up, but on ini-

tial usage, user praferences must be defined, which can be a bit aasier 10 uss
I a pain. There is ample documentation which can b read olf-
e or used as an on=line help feature, but for some bizarre rea-
on the help screen can only be scrolled (a1 & snml’s pace) with
hir cursor keys, which makes it next to useless f you want 1o
eadl something near the end of the text document. It is Tar laster
o exit the program and read the docoment through Workbench
The printout was clear and well designed, but a Tault in the
page tormatting left the
thousands digit off unit
prices, which elfectively im

SRS

Photogemcs and Art
Effect may be able to
handle all sorts of powerlul iImage processing functions bul
they aren’t the best thing for your kids 1o learn on, Which s
whirre Art Elex comes in
ol control featuras
15 uneditable and don't expect watercolour draw modes, On
the other hand, if you're a six year old the facility 1o stamp
down images of smiling suns and clouds 15 tar more important
There are actually many things wrong with thes package

Thare 15 an absolute bare mimimum
no screenmode selection, even the palette
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Ine Cigietars et

ita you to products of
£999.99 or less each,
although the totals columns
did show the correct value, I
you can live with this, and
invancing/ ordering takes up a
lot of your time, this could
be a real time-saver,

Avallabla Tram
Paul Lathwaall T'If.
svvaatiyviong
1’."1!'.-&'. Gisvilles
biridyge,

= Il"lll1 |‘|

.."['.:'“, e e

i\ wwiar || o |

& | B
o m— | 1P 3PA
t:z;hﬁ:ﬂHT.FHlldt [F.:::!_ __ Or contact your
-::;“ E,l' T local P E!'H-H',n’
o (Lweed tasd | it o
e | r =
_ Guereod File - Mint cwifHLbowiesa®

AT BIRSA N

Hompstead, Horis

the airbrush etfect was so fast it guickly hilled s boundaries
and produced patchy squares, the zoom function 15 rather
badly implemented and so on, but there are also many
things right, The toolbar is simple, intuitive and brightly
coloured, amusing samples play when you draw (yes, you can
switch them olf!]) and the whaole thing is designed to allow
simple, colourful images to be produced quickly and
without ditficulty

Thers 15 a bit too much falling between two stools here - |
can't help thinking that some teatures are in for thae sake ol
looking like & paint package, such as the image processing
options which just draw a few lines over your pieture, and
add very little to the program, but overall this s the kind ol
fun, trouble-freée package you should be looking at if you
have kids whose artistic tendencies need encouragemant

The demo version is slightly cut down, the tull version has &
much larger range of stamps (bult in brosh images) and oneg o
two minor extras such as not being save disabled

Available fraom Arrow P, PO Baox 7,
Dovaer, Kant CT1 4Ap, Tal: 01304
:':._’.’:-!l I’qlq [ f'l]: Irlll'. f'1|| 1‘.'-:’

Full Vorgion: £3.99



PD UTILITIES

During the long and noble
history of the Amiga it has
been sold with any number
of bundles and packages,
and almost all of them have
lacked anything approach-
ing decent AmigaDOS5 doc-
umentation, which is a pity
because AmigaDOS5 is actu-
ally really quite easy to use
and extremely powerful
The AmigaDOS Guide is a
multimedia presentation of a broad reaching, if not extremely
detailed guide to AmigaDOS5, it's commands, error messages,
and applications. There is also coverage of some of the
Workhench applications such as the preference utilities and
multiview. It won't make you a world authority on AmigaDOS5,
but it will cover the basic usages of the AmigaDOS commands.
The people who would get most out of this package are not
ahsolute beginners. It expects a reasonable familiarity with the
concepts of AmigaDOS, although if you are happy doing the
odd Dir, Copy and Delete, you know enough to start benefit-
ing. The entries on each command tell what it is for, but miss
aut a little on the details on usage. For instance the coverage
of DiskDoctor advises against using it on FFS disks, which is
the standard line. Advising against touching it with a monkey
on a ten foot pole would have been more useful advice.

Online F".']'_ 1 Thes

Cloist Halsall Lane, Formby
Liverpool L37 3PX. Tel: 01704 834335
Kl ::‘ ‘_J

Birthdate History v2.24
Birthday database

- Birth Date History -

This is one of those utili-
ties that have ahsolutely

f no practical value but can
be of enormous use when
your dippy halfwit cousin
comes to visit and
demands to have a
demonstration of your
computer. You know that
trying to explain OctaMed
would be a nightmare and
cousin halfwit would find Worms offensive, so you load this up
and it will keep them amused for ages.

Birthdate History is written in Blitz basic. It has a simple but
effective interface, and looks good. Operation is ultra simple - you
type in your name and date of birth, and off it goes, producing an
output to printer or screen which tells you all sorts of useless but
interesting information about when you were born, such as the
news stories of the period, the hit films and music of the time, the
sports results, famous people who share your birthday and so on.

The disk comes with a configuration file which allows you to
edit the data and add more records for the last few years of the
century which is a breeze to use and demonstrates how much bet-
ter blitz is at GUls than Amos.

There is a shareware fee of £5 the author asks you send if you
find yourself still using the software after 30 days, which is fair
enough. After all, that's about how much you'd expect to pay for a
printout from something like this from your local tourist trap.

| 1D MM VY

Online PD. 1 The

UFA
Multimedia guide

UFA, not pronounced 'You EH Eh' as you might expect but
rather ‘Ocofah’ as in ‘Ooofah cryin” out loud, | cut meself!” is a
two disk multimedia first aid guide from the slightly weird mind
of Mark Sweeney and it might just save your life. It is a well laid
out hyperbook presentation demonstrating what to do in cases
of epilepsy, sudden childbirth, drug overdoses, lacerations, even
bullet wounds and all complete with true to form first aid

book style cheesy illustrations. | can’t honestly imagine that
anyone with a compound fracture is going to limp over to their
Amiga to find out what to do next but as an educational tool,
it's very good.

There is even a bonus disk with a nice point and click hyper-
book presentation of one of those “Choose Your Own Path”
books that were so popular before the Japanese invented Sega
and Nintendo, Wacky, and informative too.
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LPDSET-1

Utils anthology ‘.“- Inside A200
Links PD have come up with an =

ingenious way of getting you to R Sy el

pay for their catalogue disks - . Sebure

they have shovelled it full of great ”'I“_.l .,IJ L l—l
Aminet downloads. 450k of L Baety

archives are stored on the disk 18 Tetis st I—._l

alongside Guifrc and a simple
PPGuide de-archiving front end to access them as well as a
PPGuide catalogue of all the disks they will sell you,

There are no docs directly accessible from the PPGuide front
end, so you have to guess from the titles what software you are
interested in. It would have been very little work for the disk com-
pilers to write a line or two about what each archive contained,
which would, for instance, save non German readers from bother-
ing de-archiving the tempting sounding A1200TowerFAQ. There is
an emphasis on technical documents, with a couple of patches to
get hardware running properly when the Amiga doesn't quite
agree with it, a monitor driver which claims to allow flicker free hi-
res on 1084 monitors and a variety of files for the DIY-er such as an
A1200 Hardware FAQ, a fix for the screen flicker on early 21200,
using a PC power supply etc.

On the software front, there are a few small but rather good
utility programmes too. DARC is a rather good file finder with built
in de-archiving, very useful if you always forget where you put yes-
terday’s downloads. Diary PD is a plain but powerful diary pro-
gram, and Win95 is yet another taskbar utility, which is both the
least interesting and most useful I've come across.

| can see the compilers of LPDSET-1 in my mind'’s eye, deciding
to make their catalogue disk more interesting by shovelling stuff

from Aminet onto it. Not that this matters too much when the |
shovelware is all pretty good. l

Available from: Links PD, 20 Stirling I
Court, Grantham, Lincs. Tel: 01474

401481. Price: 75p plus 75 P+P
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\MES PACK

i GAMES..E3.99 mumumuu
i GAMES..£6.99

FRODO 84 . £1.00
GAMES..E13.99 masic &4 ..£1.89

HEGA C64 GAMES PACK...£21.99
s b EOMMOESHE D8 armes. mevesier pack mrssanis

e
ek kel Fasd b P ek i iliend ovadalor
£ SRR T WTRRE WL ] TR Bl
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«'ﬂ"hm 1000 o Bpeciom gormes on wour Ammige” Al pock
v (et i wilh BPECTRUM srruioicr & panied inalnucion
M ) A O O AT, MO cRheY Piacietee iecuLine
50 SPECTRUM GAMES PACK
100 SPECTRUM GAMES PACK
200 SPECTRUM GAMES PACK

400 SPECTRUM GAMES PACK.

125 BAGKS

181 GAMES PRCAL

the origeal 101 games pack. Amazng vakue

o 100 aliort of various lypes of games, Viry
10 e men syshem, syilabée for gl Amigs
axraly E T _THTe

lIHII PACK ™

'“'“101 GAMES lﬁi i
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vty ek 1 K 2 well run oo sl AR
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& supar colaction of ihe very best Board gamas
evei réleased include moncpoly _=r.-'_=|::|¢ chess
chackers eic. Highly seco=mend run on all Amigas

5 disk set only E.‘-i 99

S GAMES 3T

” The: vary lakest boasd ganmes
pack 3. This pack conlaing 23
8l now bosrd gares, Mot i T
&l boarg gamas lars ~

k set only £4.99 —/—

ARCAUE GAMES PRCK 1

A cdlledion ol soma of the dnesl ancace games
ke cybermetc, galaian, Omiga race. spacs
v eic.. Highly prizes colaction, Run on al
Asie Very popular pack.

5 disk set only £4.99
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PUEZLE GAMES e 1l

This 5 dimh jpack contain 10 (LHes. 1 GaiTa ol
sabecied lor e gualty and oeginality, hghly addicie
e Arvigs $houlkdl be seihoul. Funs on ail Amiges

5 disk set only £4.99
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T GARUS GAMIES PAGA I |

|All pacik b

|dlsl:onl3.r i:.:.n
To order any pack below |ust write Dlxrnma
| & If more than one pack avallable pleasa stato oo |
| CGfont pack3 o order CG font pack no:3 ect

! Clip-Art |
| Thase: gt i aenin iFF ioemat, This ovmat is swiversal ecompatable
lﬁﬂ'm——wﬂiqhﬁ.mw

i 2} ‘p |
J s f

|mnnn clip art p.:h:l: 1,2,3,40r 5 |
!¢¢I¢ur Clip-art pack 1,2,3,4or 5

(please state pack require 1-8) |
| Fonts pack |
’ I

I

e ord pock e NFaTE: 8 Lrpard, o

WorkBench font pack 1.(8 dlak full of fonts!
| WorkBench font pack 2..{5 disk full of fonts)
|L —arge Colour & logo type font pack 1 (5 disk)

-

Large Colour & logo type font pack 2 (5 disk

' CG-FONTS

| These high quality fors paci scalabie & am compatmbie wiit allversion

of DTR. worstsworth, Page-sirsam W82, ProPage 7, Fisarter, act

| COMPUTER GRAPHIC FONTS pack 1.2 3.0r5 |
(6 disk per pack pleass slale packe regire)

| 3D Object |
|m-ﬂutpﬂcﬁlu |Bclisk pev ok |
| Imagines true 3d font pock | 5 diy [
| Guligaei abjeet o e 3D fents (siols) |5 disk each|
" Light Wave objeet pock | o 2 |5 disk per pock) L
| Light Wave trus 3D fonts |5 diss |
|hﬂ:numumomcnm|5mmpmt|

| ___Other |
VARIOUS ENTIAL UTIL.

| ovER 18 ON 20R3. |

| LOTTER WIN) |
10008 GAN

All pack in these box come on § disks a. cost £4.98,
| Per pack. All pack are compatable with all amiga

MANG Bdisk)

5 DS PACK WITTH ILAMGA AKIRA GAMES, DEWO,

ANULATION, SLIDESHOW, ECT MUST FOR ANY

AUARCIA P LN (O AL ABIGA

6DISHSETONLY 599

AN LY o o

410 disk coliection ful of exampla of {op programe writien in amos, also
mcluds w0 Mivksest collection of dems lovary code Bt all wntien in AMOS

idgal for any oo want Lo gel the most of AMOE. HIGHLY RECOMMEND
10 DISK PACK...ONLY £ §.98

OF EVIAL Al

JNLY £6.99 s"' &

1 3 disk sot only £5.00

tru 125 pack
Oy £29 97 +42 80 Dl
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Bulld dogan of proajeet lRcluded an accersior for £18,
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AGA/ 4000
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CD-ROMS

Typical isn't it. Nothing for a
month, then two come at once. In
true Aminet tradition, Aminet 15
presents 500Mb or so of data that
has arrived since Aminet 14,
reviewed in our January issue.
Aminet 16 has about another
600Mb of new material since
then. In case you are new to the
Aminet, it is grouped by subject
for easy access, the subjects cow
ering things like biz/patch which is
filled with upgrade patches for
commercial and shareware soft-
ware, or GFX3Dobj, where
objects for Imagine, and
LightWave can be found.

The bonus on Aminet15 is a
collection of MPeg files. MPeg
compression is a video compres-
sion system used on video CDs, a
hard process to make look good,
requiring continual adjustment to
get decent results. The unfortu-
nate consequence is that the
image quality in these MPegs is
very low, and what with Amiga
MPeg players all working through
software, you'd be lucky to get
anything close to smooth play-
back on an ‘060. On my ‘030
E0OMHz they run at about four
frames per second. On the plus

Aminet 15 and 16

front Aminet 15 has a good
games section, with two notables
being Wheels, a very fast 3D
Voxelspace racing game, and
Genetic Species, a brilliant Doom
clone which runs on that '030/50
at about as well as Doom on a
486, There is also Manodum, a
256 colour fast Doom engine (no
game) which takes up only 4k -
totally useless, but fairly amusing.

On the utilities front, Aminet 15
iz well served, notable inclusions
being WhirlGif 2.0, the GIF anima-
tion maker, MUI 3.6, and the
excellent XTRACE which converts
bitmaps to vectors. Less obvious-
ly useful entries include the Oric
Atmos emulator and the Water-
cooled Amiga DIY project.
HighGFX is a new monitor driver,
which unlike the standard MonEd
hacks is a new screenmode,
claiming SVGA like resolutions of
1024 by 768, but it didn't work on
a 1438 monitor.

Aminet 16 seems to have done
well in the graphics department,
with a collection of Escheresque
drawings from Unreal, a Croatian
computer surrealist, and some
very strange animations from Pole
Maciej Wojciechowski and

D-ROM Scene

Andrew Korn has all the latest
CDs. Nobody but nobody gets
to see them before him.

friends. There is also a pix/Eric
directory containing a couple of
comic strips and a colourful
Halloween pic of his latest furry
female creation, a skunk called
Sabrina and directory of (vile)
tileable textures,

The utilities directory contains
a collection of tools and utilities
for the Zip drive. Although Zip dri-
ves will ‘plug and play’ on an
Amiga, lomega haven't bothered
producing Amiga versions of the
various utilities they supply with
the drives. This small collection
gives you write protection, low
level formatting, Applcon disk
ejection, etc. There are also Mac
and PC format mountlists to allow
cross platform reading of Zips via
CrossMac and CrossDos.
Inclusion of the month award
goes to Amigaload, a superb hard-
warefsoftware hack which dis-
plays your computer's CPU load
on a moving coil (needle) meter
plugged into your joystick port

On the Games front, Aminet 16
has some interesting demos.

Slipstream is a Wipeout type
game, Gravity Fight is one of the
best gravity wars games going
and Wendetta is a shoot em up
with glorious graphics. Particular
note has to go to Evil's Doom, nes
yet another Doom clone, but an
AGA-only RPG which looks stur
ning, and has some great cheesy
fantasy gibberish such as “...whesg
seas were of blood and books
were made with human skin...”

¥-Philes will be kept occupied
by two issues of Dreamland, a
disk magazine - the truth is in
there, somewhere,

Available from: Weird
Science, 1 Rowlandson
Close, Leicester,
Leicestershire LE4 2SE.
Tel: 0116 234 0682

Price: £14.99 each plus £1
P+P for 1, £1.50 for two.
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Amiga Desktop Video CD2

Amiga Desktop Video
CD2 from Almathera
is presented as being
a complete desktop
video and multimedia
solution. The ‘heart’
of the solution is
Scala 1.13, an old
pre-AGA version of
the package;
although it is still a perfectly use-
able titler, most users will want
to use the resources supplied on
this disc with their own more up-
to-date authoring packages.
What really makes up the
meat of the disc is the fonts,
graphics and backdrops. Discs
full of these things are ten a
penny, and to stand out in the
marketplace, any new disc really
has to have an edge, something
its rivals don't have. In the case

of Amiga DTV CDZ2, this edge is
appropriateness. Scanning
through the 200 colourfonts,
150+ adobe type 1 fonts and
200 odd backdrops, | got a real
sense that they had been select-
ed, where so often things are
just shovelled. The fonts all look
like they might be of use, and
specifically of use in a DTV con-
text. The textures are all similarly
useful looking, some simple and
effective, some over the top and

insane, but no ran-
dom you'l-be-lucky-if-
you-ever-find-a
-use-for-them images
of the sort that are so
common in this sort
of disc. What's more,
an increasing rarity,
you'll find a lot of tex-
tures here that aren't
on every other CD-
ROM in your collec-
tion. There is a small
selection of short ani-
mations, mostly
things like rotating
pens and coins which
again seem appropri-
ate to the purpose,
Several of these ani-
mations are also supplied in IFF
frames, which make them far
more uSeable for purpose they
are intended, especially in then
instance of the VTR clock.

The presentation of the disc is
very straightforward. There are
no flashy front ends or elaborate
search routines. Instead the
compilers rely on that old faith
ful, Workbench, with a few little
utilities scattered around to make
life easier. If, for instance, the

default textfile reader doesn't
suit you, no problem, Toolalias is
there, a commodity which inter-
cepts default tool calls to tools
yvou don't like and translates
them into tools you do. The tex-
tures are all indexed, and can be
viewed from Workbench with
either of the two viewers sup-
plied, as can the sample images
supplied with each colourfont.
You get the feeling that the
compilers of this CD cared about
what they were doing and really
put some thought into what peo-
ple would find useful. It shows in
the way they have named the
textures; people just don't invest
that much time coming up with
comedy titles in shovelware.

Available from: Almathera,
Southerton House,
Boundary Business Court,
92-94 Church Road,
Mitcham, Surrey CR4 3TD.
Tel: 0181 687 0040

Price £14.95 plus £2.25 P+P

Meeting Pearls 4

The Meeting Pearls collections
are kind of like an Aminet geek
special. Thousands of software
titles, sorted into Aminet-like
directories of subject matter, with
an Aminet-like front end. This CD
is aimed at the more technical
user though, and this is reflected
in the wider range of options pre-
sented to you when you click on
a file from the front end, allowing
you to view docs, run software,
copy the drawers, open a file
handler utility or add to a hotlist.
Alternatively there is a MUl-based
search engine and directory tree
utility. If the Meeting Pearls front
end scores highly over Aminet’s
in the power and usefulness
stakes, the CD compilers seem
to have got far less to start up
from the front end than is typical
for an Aminet collection.

The techie nature of the disc
is apparent in the software selec-
tion too, with a large selection of
programmers utilities, including
the Amiga E programming lan-
guage, a version of Lisp and a
collection of source code for
chunky to planar routines.

A strong selection of utilities
includes some interesting and
obscure pieces of software, such
as a spectrogram analyser, which
takes sample data and converts it
into a "voiceprint” which is, at
least in theory, as foolproof an
identification system as a finger-
print. Comms users are well
catered for, with a version of
pretty much every significant

bonus. GFXLab24 is a

very powerful image
converter/processor,
and AmiFig is a port
of the powerful Unix
structured drawing
package XFig.

The games directory
contains all the usual
suspects; nothing
much new, but some
old favourites such as

release for the Amiga
of the last few years.
The music directories
contain a few intrigu-
ing items, such as an
editor for Yamaha DX7 voices,
and the disk utilities directory
contains a bunch of AFS tools,
including an AFS volume defrag-
mentation utility. For the REAL
techies, there is some HAM radio
software - ever wanted to send
your E-mail at really slow speeds
via the airwaves?

Getting a little less techie, the
graphics directories are a real

Shepherd, Space Taxi
and Zerberk. After all,
techies need to have fun too.
There isn't the breadth and depth
of an Aminet collection, but there
really are some pearls.

Available from: Weird
Science, 1 Rowlandson
Close, Leicester,
Leicestershire LE4 2SE.
Tel: 0116 234 0682
Price: £8.95 each plus
£1 P+P




Fevered twists of

the imagination are
translated into art on
miillions of Amigas out
there and sent in for the
world to see. Here's the
pick of the bunch.

Artist: Patrice Mille, Belgium Artist: Jeff McDermot, Stockton on Tees Amiga: A1200
Amiga: A1200 SW: Imagine, Photogenics Software: Imagine 3

Artist: The mysterious LJL from Chester sent in this Artist: Jonathan Scott, Norwich Amiga: A1200
picture. That's all we know about it but it looks good. Software: Cinema 4D, DPaint IV




ART GALLERY

Artist: David Jorge, Portugal Amiga: A1200
Software: LightWave

{Above and top left) Artist: Angus Lee, Inverness Amiga: A1200, 1260 Blizzard
Software: Imagine 3, DPaint IV, ImageFX 1.5




(ol: (01263) 722109 9

SAJENESS Software, |3 Russell Terrace, Mudesley, Norfolk, NR1 | 8L)
Tel/Fax: (01263) 722169 or Mobile Number 0370 766679
Email: rich@sadeness.demon.co.uk http:/iwww.sadeness.demon.co.uk/

Opening times: 9.30am - 8.00pm (Mon-Fri), 9.30am - 1.00pm Sat)
NEW STOCK

Adult Sensation |, 2 or 3D......... £17.99
Adult Sensation 4 (Adult Animations)

AGA Experience Vol 2 ......coiins £12.99
Amiga Desktop Video 2 (Mew) . £13.99
Amiga Developer v1.| e £13.99
Aminet 12, 13, 14,15, 16o0r 17 .£11.49
Aminet Subscriptions Available £10.99
Aminet Box Set | vrevcenircsnes £19.99

Insight Technology ......coorruenses £17.99
Into The Net (2CD) .....oomnnines £17.99
Geek Gadgets (NEWY) ................ £17.99

Learning CUrve .o £17.99
LightRom Gold......cocovsisnnenranenr £17.99
LightRom 4 ....ccimmmmsiasminmsmamsanias .£27.9%
Magic Publisher ...ceessssssnssnesss £44.99
Meeting Pearls 4 .....covrrncrrenrnneens £9.99
Maods Anthology ... e Bl T Y

Aminet Box Set 1 ......... e Lk £17.99 Multimedia Backdrops ... £17.99
Aminet Box Set 3 v £32.99  Multimedia Experience .............. £17.99
Card Games ..ooeoeresssssrenens £13.99  Official Octamed 6 CD......coov...o. £19.99
Dem ROM cooensmssssisnimssnincsnne £14.99  Oh Yes More Worms ..o £4.99
Draw Studio (loppy) - £59.95  Sci-Fi Sensation ... «£17.99
Draw Studio (CD) ...oornrmnarinnes £74.95 Sound FX Sensation ... £13.99
Epic Encyclopedia ....cccovvevennner. £27.99  Sounds Terrific 2o £17.99
Euro CD Vol | (NEW) .....cccccvnee. £11.99 Speccy ?..... £15.99
Horror Sensation .. £17.99 Special Effects Vol | i £17.99
Imagine PDID ..ovcecensccnnscenenn £17.99 System Booster.......oinnn £17.99
Insight DiNOSaurs ... £17.99  Utilities Experience Vol | ..., £8.99

Please add £1 p&p to all orders
Malke cheques/postal orders payable to SAJENESS Software

CD-¥ (Working Title Only), is an all new Interactive Multimedia Encyclopedia of the
Paranormal, Displayed in superb HTML documents which covers many topics, including:

Aliens and UFOs ~ This CD will be one of the best resources for anybody even remotely
interested in Alien Life forms, Unidentified Flying Objects, Alien abduction cases and Close
Encounters etc. With hundreds of informative and interesting text files, a comprehensive
UFO image gallery some of the very best VWeb Sites, masses of quality animations and sound
samples and more, this is a real multimedia experience.

Government Coverups and Conspiracies — Did you ever think that there were things that
your government wasn't telling you?? Well, there is! Some of the most top-secret
documents, pictures and files are here for you to see. Majic 12 UFO group documents.
‘authentic’ military UFO photos, and much more — like some of the most interesting
theories on the JFK assassination.

Murderers and Serial Killers — We have collected information about some of history's most
evil people - from Adolf Hitler to Jack the Ripper. Read all about their most unbelievable
and gruesome crimes. . .

The LATEST EBE reports! Including detailed SETl infarmation. Also, the very latest updates
on the amazing news of fossilised Life signs found on a meteorite from Mars by NASA!

Science-Fiction Art. On this CD. there are details abour the Waorld's greatest Science-
Fictional artists! For example, we have created a special exclusive H.R. Giger (well known
far his work on Alien) gallery!

... And loads more such as disasters, witcheraft, voodoo, cult, crop circles, assassinations,
space, timer travel, bigfoot, worm holes erc. ecc.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS: Any AGA Amiga. 4meg (GFX Card recommended but
not needed). Apple Mac or PC. Web browsers included for all formars!

We have an On-Line Usable Preview on our Web Site at:
hietp:/fwww.sadeness.deman.co.uk/x.html

CD-X is retailed at £29.95 but we are offering a Pre-Order price of £24.95
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SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS: Any AGA Amiga, 2Zmeg, Hardrive only
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Waomen of the Web is an all new CDRom which is compatible with

AGA Amiga, PC or Apple Mac. It's an Interactive Multimedia Encycl

of over 450 meg of Images, text related info, MPEGS, WAV and
files for over 250 female celebrities.

WEB is displayed in superb HTML documents which ca
ing any WEB browser, ie AWEB, Ibrowse, Yeyager,

browsers are included for all format§ready to rus

an all new Exclusive demo of AVWEB version 2.1

el s featured on WOTW: C

Gena Lee Nolin, a Anderson, Teri Hatch
Aniston, Sandra Bullock yrtney Cox, Helen
Yasmine Bleeth and '




Those of you on a quest for
knowledge should go no further.
Welcome to the section of the
magazine that does its best to verse
you in all things Amiga.

76 Imagine 4.0

It's the Forms editor under the spotlight this month, a valuable tool
for modellers. Plus on page 79 there’s a chance to get the manual.

82 OctaMIED Soundstudio

More musical musings and tricks of the trade are at your disposal
with our guide to this wonderful music package.

84 Wired World

S5ssssh, you never know who may be listening or reading your Emails
for that matter. You want privacy? Here’'s how to get it.

86 Net God

Never one to sit on the fence, NetGod shares his views and lets us
know what’s going on in the Internet.

88 Surf of the Month

Once again, we send someone off on a surfing holiday around the net
and then wait to see what they come back with.

94 Masterclass

Yes it's time to break into the Amiga’s shell and find out what inside.
Is it a softy centre or hard boiled?

1

97 FAQ

What's the point of it all? Should | throw my Amiga onto the
scrapheap with the rest? These questions and others answered.

@

98 QA

Dur resident Amiga experts are here to help you with any Amiga-
related problem that you may have,

102 Backchat

here you can get Amiga products is really taking off. Turn to page 103 for the

Qur guide to w e
ist. If you don't see your local shop there send its details in to us

L
MNEW rew ;1'11|5!."L1

104 Points of View

The team huddle together for some warmth and then go off into their separate corners of
the office to come up with their latest point of view

Workshop |




TUTORIAL

Imagine 4.0

We're staying
on form with a
little help from
Iimagine 4.

ome objects are easier to make in the
Forms Editor as it is designed to create
objects from cross-sections. There is
total control over symmetry, so objects
as diverse as wine glasses, boat hulls,
human bodies and stone pillars are easier to
create than in the Detail Editor.

The Forms Editor, however, is not designed
to be used instead of the Detail Editor, but
along side it. The Forms Editor doesn't provide
the same degree of control over the appear-
ance of objects (colour, textures and so on) con-
centrating purely on creating them. It's
therefore common practice to create an object
in the Forms Editor, and then import it into the
Detail Editor for finishing off. However, although
it's possible to import an object created in the
Forms Editor into the Detail Editor, the reverse
is not possible. So keep a separate copy of any
objects created in the Forms Editor, even calling
them a different name to disassociate them.

The Forms Editor can appear rather compli
cated, mostly because there are three ways of
using it: these are determined by the use of
either ‘Formers’ or "Spaces’. | can guarantee you
though that if you work your way through this
tutorial you'll soon be totally at home.

We'll start by creating some
objects which do not vary along
their length. Imagine you have cut a
particularly shaped hole in a piece
of plastic and then squeezed some
modelling clay through it. You'll end
up with a tube of clay which has
your shape all long its length. As an
example, here's how to make a
stone pillar. We'll define the object
in the Forms Editor, and then load it
into the Detail Editor, apply a tex-
ture and render it.

1. Go to the Forms Editor, and
select ‘New' from the Object
menu. You'll see this requester
appear. Copy the settings from this
one into your own requester. It will create a
long cylinder, closed at both ends and use
symmetry options to make editing easier.

2. When you click on OK, you'll see an image
like this. It looks like a tube with two pointy
ends. It's the points in the top left window
which we are interested in now though.

3. Click and drag the points shown in the top
left window. You won't need to
select move or anything: unlike the B
Detail Editor, the default action is 10 g
move the points. You won't need to |
move them all as the symmetry
option will make it easy.

4. To remove the points, click and
move the two points at the end of
the line in the bottom left window,
and drag them to the same level as
their neighbours. You won't be able
to mowve them left or right, only up
and down.

5. Now save the object, and load it
into the Detail Editor. There you can

stretch it, and apply a suitable texture, such as
concrete. Remember to save the object from
the Detail Editor under a different name, as
only objects saved from the Forms Editor can
be loaded back into the Forms Editor.

6. A stone pillar, created in the Forms Editor,
tweaked in the detail editor and rendered in
the project editor.




One former j

One former objects are those which have a
shape which you could make on a lathe, like a
chair leg or a Pawn chess piece. The big dif-
ference to the first object we defined is that
there is more than one cross-section used to
define the outline. However, the cross-sec-
tions are symmetrical in all directions. Let's
use this technique to create a wine glass.

1. Go to the Forms Editor, and create a New
object like before. This time select the follow-
ing settings. We'll start by creating a wine
glass object, which is sealed at one end only
(or else you couldn't fill it!).

2. The new object looks like a sphere.
However, think of the bottom left display
points as describing the size of the
cross-sections. The share of all the cross
sections is defined by the points in the top
left display.

3. Now drag the points in the bottom left dis-
play to form the outline of a wine glass. Keep
the top left points the way they are to keep

a
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the glass circular, at least for the

time being. You can drag the

points up and down to make your

glass taller or shorter, but move

them in pairs.

4. Load the object into the Detail

Editor, and use the Attributes setting to
make it transparent. You can also set the
specularity and hardness along with the

3

TUTORIAL

refractive index to make a nice glass effect.
5. Finally, we have a wine glass, created in
the Forms Editor.




TUTORIAL

Two former objects
This last class of object is the most tricky to
work with, because it allows a great deal
more freedom. Rather than having only one
profile (normally shown in the bottom left
window) there are two profiles. This makes it
gasy to get totally confused. It does allow
you to created much more complicated mod-
els though, as we'll see. For example,

we'll make an object which could become
the body of an aeroplane, with a little more
work. Notice how this time the object is

being worked on horizontally!

1. Go to the Forms Editor, and create a new
object. Copy these settings, and make sure
you have checked the "Y-Z Cross Section”
option. This changes some symmetry set-
tings, but we'll turn them off to start with.
2. Again, the starting point is a sphere.
MNote however that all four views are active,
and that the shape of the cross sections is
define not in the top window, but in the
bottom right.

3. The first thing to do is to flatten the cross-

sectional shapes. This will give our ‘plane a
flat base, and it will also help you to see
what exactly is going on with the object.
Alter the points in both the left and right bot-
tom views, like this.

4. Now you can define the length of the
object in the upper view. Drag out the
points to form the points at which the cross
sections are define along the length of the
'plane body. Do this in the top left and
bottom left windows.

5. The final fuselage is a little odd looking
(well, mine isl) but with the addition of some
wings (added in the Detail Editor) it doesn't

Whether you use Former or Spacer ﬂﬂjﬂm--‘ '
you'll come across different cross-section
symmetry options, as shown here, hlgh gh ':'
adlntheNawObiact requester.
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Cancel
To see what difference the settings

make, drag the points which make up a i
cross-section in the top-left window. Here's
what you'll see dwendlnq on Whld'l uptlun ;
is selected. i

Y- mirored
around the ¥ axis will mave
#lllﬂ:‘l.

only be an "X’ if the XY Cross Section’ is_
selected. This is the default, and is
designed for vertical omom like e bottles urui‘

ma'}{'mllcrmmuml“l“ Thumnd
mustlvmedfurl’mrlzamnlobm
boat hulls ﬂrmpianu. e

look too bad. Using the Forms Editor has
produced a very smooth object, which would
have taken a great deal longer if constructed
solely in the Detail Editor.

6. This rather frightening jet plane prototype
was built in the Forms Editor.




READER OFFER

fimagine 4.0

Manual Offer

Awesome renders and animations are easy to knock up
with Imagine 4.0 when you know how. Get the best
from this amazingly powerful package by ordering the
official manual from its creators Impulse. No more fish-
ing around one menu after another in search of that elu-
sive feature and goodbye to scratching your head as
you try to figure out what ‘that’ button does ...

Once you have the manual to refer to you'll
be able to make the most of this wonderful
3D rendering package.

This offer is being handled directly by
Impulse Inc at their USA headquarters. For
further information you can contact Impulse
by phone, fax, mail or Email at the following:

Impulse Inc, 8416 Xerxes Avenue
North, Brooklyn Park, MN. 55444, USA

Tel: (001) 612 425 0701
Fax: (001)-612-425-0557
Email: sales@coolfun.com

r_-----_--—1

1 Please send me one Imagine 4.0 manual.
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U nddress :
| |
i i
i I
l- |
I I
i i
| Country |
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) Send this coupon with payment to Imagine 4.0

lm&wmmlm !
Avenue North, Brooklyn Park, M. 55444, USA.




& Apple POV
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" All Macs are 'f”'l'f'_p.
r,

One day we may see the rebirth of the Amiga with a PowerPC
processor and other new features to enable it to compete again
with today's systems. Sadly though, more than two years since
Commodore’s demise, very little of substance has happened.
We've seen prototypes and promises, but that's about it...

Perhaps some can wait for the final outcome, but if you need

more performance, without paying the earth - and you need it
today - there’s one real alternative to consider now...

Only Apple can offer you both deskiop and portable computers

that truly match the ease of use the Amiga brought to your desktop.
Affordable Apple Macintosh systems have PowerPC RISC processors
with thousands of off-the-shelf programs available in areas where

&tﬁnugamprevumtymﬂrmg
And, if you need to have the most compatible of all computers,

Macintosh is currently the only system that can run MacOS, DOS
and Windows applications via optional DOS Cards or SoftWindows.

; ....Wh‘y Macmtosh?. e ks s RS s S sy

All Mas are PowerPC hased (except PowerBook

190s). Even entry level sysiems nun ot 100MHz

or 120MHz, with 200MHz powerhouses and 180 MHz

multi-processor sysiems at the wp of the range.
Apple is the only mainstream computer company
who has been able 10 make the ransition

... from the older QISC (complex instruction st

Macs compating) processors 10 the newer and Eser
RISC (reduced instruction set computing) processor

Remember 486, th&mmmﬂym

[ Software choice:

Ower 1,800 natve software packages (written
specially for PowerPC Macs) have been
launched in 1994 - plus there are thowsands
of existing programs which can also be used.
Industry standand programs such as Wond,

Pagestream, Word Perfect, Page FileMaker Pro,

Excel, Quark Xpress, Photoshop and many
athers have all been developed for the Mac,

—

= Macintosh still dominates the creative
workd with an 8% market share in

= %% of pos-production video editing is on Macs.

= Macintosh is the most widely used system for the
creation of Internet web papes.

= Most magarines (probably the one you'ne reading
right mevw) e crested on Maciniosh.

. n.l]:n: ﬂ\'

amfm;nnmwﬂlhﬂmﬂ'm
fax and answerphone management facilities.
& [ndustry standand weh hrowsers, Netscape
. Navigator and Microsoft Internet Explorer,
were developed for the Mar. Both give full access
to all Weeh sites with new Internet page Lyout
features like avio-tables and on-screen movies.
= The Imemet's standard format for video files, called
QuickTime (or QuickTime for Wincows), was an
mmﬁnminmmmﬁﬂl
with every Mac.

-ﬂumduhmrum:hrghﬁnumdud_
s0 connecting systems iogether and adding shored
printers etc. couldn’t be easier.

= All Macintoshes have an external 5CS1 connector as
standand {except Duos) - adding external drives,
cariridge drives, scanners eic. really s Plug-and-Play.

» Low-cost digital cameras can be plogged into
the Mac for instant real image input,

* Incxpensive indusry standard POl cands can
be used in all Mac systems fom the 5400 upwards.

Dording Kindersley offer superb tithes like The Ullimane
Human Body and History of the World whilst Microsoft

1 publish Encarta, Cinemania and Dincsaurs.
Beuuaehhmmhsdrwefmndm

mnm:mmnw
PC vendor,
-ﬂdeﬁuplh:shw:ﬁnm-lﬁ"drm

mmmmumgammmm}
« In 1995, 42 of the 10p 50 selling CD-ROM titles
worldwide were developed on the Maciniosh,
= Many Macintoshes have buil-in TV with teletex
s TV clips can be recorded directly to disk as
Quick Time: mowvies.
» Many Macintoshes have buill-in video
in and out, for direct recording 1o VCRs.
= Some Macininshes have internal digital
viden editing Eacilities a5 standard,
others can be upgraded 10 incude
this Facility with casc. -

N 500 Tiancik M

-l"'*'-p-..
Fwoww

= Top games like The LUltimate Doom,
Myst, Rebel Assault 11, Dark Forces,
Descent, Afierdife, Lost Eden, Legend
of Kyrandia, Full Throule and The Dig

have all been developed for Maciniosh.

» Connecting and using colour printers (from =
Epson, HP, Apple and others) to Macs is so

casy and the results are tuly owstanding. - .
= Many softwane packages are available %

fScsing imuge: masipulstion sed ;




[nterested?
All you need is 10% deposit then there’s

NOTHING TO PAY until Summert*

i .‘J.HlHl-rEEn"' L

& Ir's ey i iy v llse with 5

= Ak fiw demils of ome i sl you

= Frasmple . Pay 1% Deponit om 2
thalance: over £130) and then pay
niathing for 4 mceths Carbiet ke
stabys amdl an LN arosgemen leck

= Wemen detsib sonilahle o e

-Why Inexpensive? - ------- Why Harwoods?- ------

Gordon Harwood Compaters was founded as 2 specialist Commodore dealer in 1982

» Today's fasiess Macintoshes outperform the fastest and we're still supporting Amiga users today. We began supplying Macintosh systems in
Pentium Pro sysiems - by a considerable mangin! 1991 when it became chear thar Commodore was failing 1o capitalise on the technological
= Maciniosh systems have a far lower cost of dmﬁpiﬂﬁmﬂmhmpmﬂsmmﬂhduhﬁkddrm:im
= Macs are much cheaper than comparable Amigas! +  Systems with a future
o Systems with outstanding performance
m = Systems with unsurpassed ease of use
Amiga System: Macintash System: = Systems without the problems and disadvantages associated with
AL inc. M RAM B0 Macinosh Perdorma S400 DOS/ Windows, which still persist and trouble users even now.
SO G A0 TEMHE PowerPC Gl Imc. d g
—_— opgrade G119 1Mb RAM o Tuhywhwmmh:urmncfﬂmhpﬂ#cﬂmwm
LG sl Dirbwe 5300 16Gh Band Deive - Europe, Our extensive product knowledge and solid suppon facilities emphasise
8 x Spoed O ROM dive 5259 B Speed CD ROM drive e our status as one of a select group of Apphe Authorised Service Centres and
14" Manitor A6 15" Monitor 8 Keyboard - accredited Apple Higher and Further Education Alliance Resellers.
Ak Mockem £1% BE Modem, Fax/ Answerphone e
TV Cyticans. Nt il TV Live i Windhow' on screen inc = sssasamsmanas
i s s Please send the coupon or phone us - well rush you your FREE ‘Why Macintosh' m;ﬂ
POl Cand Facility Mot Aemillable  PCI Cand Facility nc -
Mr/MrsMissMs: Initial(s): Surname:
Total fior Amiga Sysiem £2029  Tokal for Mac Sysem 51996
.
Brmrasher, the Amiger choarw arbuy ool oialy CIN besed il §f thee
T s o aw ARG, the oo diferesial rookd e ces gresiter? Address:
Apple Loyalty: o
Apple is the No.1 compuier company wordwide with B7%
of users purchasing other Macintosh sysems. There ane
Isn't it time you became one? .
._..L Daytime Phone: Evening Phone:

Wiy fimamcr prices ane exc VAT avd ave boesesd on 3 year fomsd oot
& Aol Commprcial Credit for business wsers. Ak foor full desorsis
Thus adeprttsemens was cresied ety on Afle Mecirod:
ey pidisig a vaner of dandard sfrere programes
T marere af anil Jfosrduc’ vgf scdewi v av avrmaileie fon svew ot b
AR Trademarks ave acimomledped B0

Main use(s) of computer: ~ HOME| |  BUSINESS| |  EDUCATION| | ﬁ

Flease cutt ouf the congon and return if FREE fo. .
GORDON HARWOOD COMPUTERS+ FREEPOST MID0D4091
Dept. CUA * NEW STREET » ALFRETON + DERBYSHIRE « DES5 9BR
Tek 01773 836781 » Fax: 01773 831040 » e-mail: info@ghc.co.uk
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TUTORIAL

" OctaMED SoundStudio

PARTI

ith this SoundStudio tutorial series
we'll be rarmping up very quickly to
an advanced guide to this unri-
valled music program. You'll find a
few other SoundStudio related arti-
cles throughout this issue of CU Amiga
Magazine: page six for loading instructions,
page eight for a quick introduction and page 20
to get an idea of its many different powerful
features. If you've never used a tracker before,
see the panel opposite which explains the basic
idea of how the tracker section works.

For now we'll take a look at each of the
pull-down menus to see what they do. Next
month we'll begin a tour of each of the main
sections of SoundStudio.

menu
This is mostly concerned with input and out-
put. New: clear the current song. Open: load a
new song. Play after loading: option to auto-
matically play a song on loading. Save: save
the song to disk. Save timer: set the delay of
the automatic save timer. Delete files: remove
files from a disk. Print: print out the song data
(or send to a text file). Command Shell: open
SoundStudio’'s ARexx command interface.

[ Display Song

Neuw... Z=3N

open... =30
Play After Loading

Save... =35

Save Timelr...

Delete Files... =30

Print... Lot 18

\

command Shell... 1}
ARexx Script...

Amiganos Shell...

\

Last Message
online Help...
thutlll

Audio channels

\

Hello and welcome to the first in the
series on this month’s wonderful
SoundStudio cover disk, the ultimate
Amiga music package.

ARexx Script: select an ARexx script to be
executed. AmigaDOS Shell: open a normal
AmigaDOS Shell on the SoundStudio screen.
Last Message: display the last message
output by SoundStudio. Online Help: call up
the on-line help document. About: find out
about this particular version of SoundStudio.
Audio channels: turns the Amiga audio
channels on or off, handy for use with other
audio software. Quit OctaMED: close down
the program.

menu

All the selections from this menu call up spe-
cific control panels. If you accidentally close or
lose any of the main control panels you can
always open them again from this menu. The
menu speaks for itself really, each selection
opening the corresponding editor.

menu
Select: select which song you are currently
working on (SoundStudio can have more than
one song resident in memory at a time). Add
New: add a new song to those currently in
memory. Delete Last: get rid of the last song.
Playing Sequence: open the playing sequence
window in which blocks are stuck together to
make a song. Section List: brings up the
Section List. Set Options: a number of overall
song options can be set from here, including
the number of channels/mixing mode and also
the song’s name (not the same as its file-
name). Set Volumes: offers a bank of sliders
controlling the volume of each track. Set
Annotation: extra notes can be tagged onto
the song here to be displayed when loaded.

song__ Block Tra
Tracker Editor... |
Notation Editor... |

Main control...
information Windouw...
Tempo Window...

synth Editor...
Sample Editor...
sample List Editor...
MIDI Message Editor...

=3l
=236

Input Map Editor... =30

ARexX Trigger Setup...

Edit __ MIDI__ Sett

Instrument List...
Type...
set Properties...

Load ?Estrur_nentlsl...
Load from List...
Save Instrument

Flush Current
Flush All unused
Hntnmutluﬂush B

EARAARIA AR

Add Path
Remove Path

Halve Loaded Samples
~/ Load Samples to Fast Mem
'Move Samples to Fast Mem
'Move Samples to Chip Mem

Block menu
These options deal with processes that affect
the whole of the current block. New: create a
new block. Delete: delete the current or last
block. Set Properties: set the number of tracks
in the current block along with other attributes:
Block List: display a list of all blocks, useful for
finding specific blocks. Highlight: alternating
lines of the block can be highlighted to make
editing easier and the gaps between the high-
lights can be set to any number. Cut, Copy,
Paste: cut, copy or paste the current block.
Swap w/buffer: switch current block with the
one in the buffer. All Cmd Pages: work on all
command pages (see the docs for details of
command pages, a great feature we'll cover in
a later issue). Insert Line: add a line to the
block from the current cursor position. Delete
Line: delete the line at the cursor position.
Expand/Shrink: expand or shrink the block by
two or a specified amount. Split at Cursor:
split the block into two. Join With Next: tack
the block onto the front of the next one.

Track menu

This is a quick and simple little menu that
holds the cut, copy, paste and delete controls
that affect the track occupied by the cursor.

Instrument menu

From here you can access all the controls that
deal with instruments. Not just samples, but
MIDI instruments, external samples and synth
sounds. Instrument List: a quick way to select
any currently loaded instrument. Type: set the
type of the current instrument. Set Properties:
change properties of an instrument such as
loop settings, fine tune and transpose values,
plus MIDI settings for MIDI instruments. Load
Instruments: load an instrument from disk.
Load from List: load an instrument from the
sample list selector. Save Instruments: Save

M @
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an instrument to disk. Flush Current: remove
instrument from the song and memory. Flush
all unused: remove all instruments from mem-
ory that are not used in the song. Automatic
flush: determines whether you're asked before
unused instruments are flushed when New is
selected. Add Path: includes the path of
loaded instruments in their name. Remove

" Path: removes paths from instrument names.
'Halve Loaded Samples: option to reduce sam-

ples to half volume automatically on loading,
useful for the old style 8-channel mode, not
much use otherwise though. Move Samples
to Fast/Chip Mem: samples can be switched
to Fast RAM when in Mixing mode, allowing
for much larger samples. Samples for a song
cannot be shared between Chip and Fast
memory, hence the option to move them all.

Edit menu -

Most of the editing functions not contained in
the Block or Track menus can be found here.
Cut/Copy/Paste Range: performs these func-
tions on a selected area (range) of the current
block (drag out an area with the left mouse
button to define a range). Paste to Selected
Tracks: pastes the range copy buffer onto the
selected tracks (jumping any unselected tracks
- use the number buttons above tracks to turn
them on or off). Erase Range: clear the select-
ed range. All Cmd Pages: apply changes to all
command pages, or not if it's turned off.
Discard Copy Buffers: flush the copy buffers.
Transpose: calls up a comprehensive trans-
pose control panel for shifting blocks of notes
up or down in pitch. Replace Notes: a kind of
search and replace function. Range Current
Track: set the range to the current track.
Range Current Block: set the range to the
whole block. Re-mark Range: moves the cur-
sor to the start of the range. Spread Notes:
spreads the notes in the range across consec-
utive tracks to the right of the range. Pitch
Slide: creates a pitch slide between the cur-
rent note and the next in the track. Volume
Slide: inserts volume changes to ramp from
the current instrument's volume to that of the
next. Generic Slide: generates a transition
between any two command values in the
track. Note Echo: turn this on to generate
echo effects automatically with repeated
notes inserted at lower volumes in the track.

MIDI menu

Of course this is where most of the MIDI set-
tings are made, except for individual MIDI
channel and preset settings for each instru-
ment (which are set from the Instrument
Properties section). MIDI instruments can be
mixed in the same songs with samples. MIDI
Active: turns on MIDI mode. Input Active:
turns on the MIDI input. Slave Mode Active:
turns on a new mode in which one Amiga run-
ning SoundStudio is controlled like a MIDI
module from another MIDI instrument (which
could be another Amiga running SoundStudio
or any other software). Input Channel: selects
the channel on which MIDI input will be read
{not for MIDI Slave mode). Ext Sync: turms on
an alternative remote control mode in which
another Amiga running SoundStudio or
OctaMED can start and stop the song on this
Amiga. Send Sync: sets up this Amiga to act

as the master in such a situation. Send Active
Sensing: sends out periodical messages say-
ing “I'm here and listening” to any connected
MIDI devices. Read Key Ups: a 'note off’ com-
mand will be inserted when you release a key
on a MIDI instrument during recording (also
works with the Amiga keyboard). Read
Valume: reads and records initial velocity data
as volume data from touch-sensitive key-
boards. Immediate Preset Change: sends a
preset change MIDI message immediately if a
MIDI| preset is changed in the Instrument
Properties section, otherwise a preset change
message is sent when that instrument is next
played. Reset Pitch/Presets: sends out reset
messages for all pitch bender, modulation
wheel and preset values. Send MIDI Reset:
sends out a MIDI reset message. Send Local
Control: sends out a Local Control On/Off
message. Note Killing: selects one of two
kinds of methods for turning notes off. SMF
Load Options: calls up the window dealing
with loading Standard MIDI Files. Controller
Commands: set options for MIDI controllers.

menu
Various preferences and settings are accessed
here. Mouse Options: allows you to change
the functions of the mouse buttons. Keyboard
Options: various keyboard configuration
options. Programmable Keys: set up functions
for the programmable keys. Keyboard
Shortcuts: these can be re-defined and added
to. Mixing Settings: calls up the all-important
mixing settings for your chosen output device.
Aura Sampler: specific options for use with
Aura. Equalisers: choose from a couple of
'equaliser’ type displays. Miscellaneous: a
bundle of settings that don't fit anywhere else.
Screen: change to any available screenmode

The tracker

TUTORIAL

Instr  Edit

Mouse Options...
Keuboard Options...
Programmable Keys...
Keyboard Shortouts...

Mixing Settings...
FastMemPlay...
Aura Sampler...
Equalizers
Miscellaneous...

screen
Auto-Freeze screen
Palette...
Fo“l‘ (11}
Windows

Load settings...
save Settings

MIDI

e3u
E=3K
=3y

save settings AS...

of your choice. Auto-Freeze Screen: switches
on automatic screen freezing. Palette: cus-
tomise the screen palette to your taste. Font:
select new fonts, useful if you've changed
screen modes. Windows: snapshot tools for
the windows. Load/Save settings: store or
recall all the settings via the default settings
file or create any number or alternative
settings files. B

Tony Horgan

Listen up! Trackers are much simpler and easier to use than you think. It looks like a bunch
of alpha-numeric garbage but when you know what you're seeing it makes sense. In
SoundStudio, a song is made up of a series of blocks. These blocks are put into order with
the Playing Sequence section and can be in any order you like, the same blocks repeated as
often and where ever seems appropriate. Blocks are made up of anything from 1 to 64
tracks. A track is displayed as a vertical column in the block and consists of three main
parts. The first specifies the note, such as D#5, which is D Sharp on octave number five.
MNext to this on the right is a number or letter which signifies which instrument is being
played. Finally there are four digits which hold information for the command parameters.
These are for adding effects to the sound as it is played. The first two of these digits indi-
cate the type of effect command, while the remaining two are the parameters for the effect

{eg how much of the effect is
used on the instrument).

When you play a block or
song, the sequence scrolls up the
screen. When some instrument
data passes through the centre
line it's played by the computer.
A handy shortcut for moving
from one block to the next is to
use the Shift key with the Up
and Down cursor keys.

If you need to know more
about the fundamentals of track-
ers and Amiga audio in general,
dig out Dr Horgan's Complete
Guide to Amiga Music and FX,
the free book given away with
the May 1996 issue of CU Amiga.
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fact which may not be commonly

known, is that Email is sent as raw

uncompressed text around the world.

And any service provider from your

own to any other system between
yourself and the destination can read that
Email. Whether this bothers you or the
chances of this being likely could be the topic
of a separate feature but right now we’'ll
concermn ourselves with a way around it. PGP
{Pretty Good Privacy), a universal cross-plat-
form ‘public key’ encryption system, is one
solution. What does this all mean? Well it's
time to find out.

All jumbled up

The most basic form of cryptography is to

take some data and scrambile it in a particular

way so that it is essentially meaningless. If
the exact operation is known, the scrambled
data can be unscrambled and the original
material regained. This isn't much good
unless the only people who have the encryp-
tor are the people exchanging data. Public
Key systems are much more complex beasts
where the theory is that you must have a
‘key’ from one party to encode data for them.
The key itself isn't important and can be sent
out via unsecure means.

To decode a PGPed message, you will
need two keys: the public key for which the
data was encrypted and the secret key which
belongs to the public key. The secret key is
never sent anywhere, residing on the hard
drive only. And for the last level of protection
in case the local computer is compromised, a
pass-phrase must be used as well. It may
sound complex but when it's working all
you need is to exchange Emails with tiny
uuencode-like public keys so mail can be
sant encrypted.

commands

PGP is a CLI executable with some rather
complex commands to perform various
functions. The first step of installation is to
extract the PGP archive to somewhere onto
your hard drive. We are working with the
AmigaPGP 2.6.3i distribution which can be
found on Demon's FTP site at
ftp.demon._co.uk/ .d3/amiga/util/crypt/
PGPAmiga 2.6.3is.Iha. If you have the CD
issue, you can find a drawer called PGP in the

eyes and keep your privacy in tact.

. ; ' M S BB o
m--yﬁiﬁﬂ“ o keys made mp of 512 bits with ser same and Fmail address. 1T’ best to s3e sither 388 o 512
s your BSA key size. 1024 s overkill sl i 2 bt o the slow side.

Wired World dir in the magazine section.
After deciding where you want to install
PGP create a directory called PGP in that
drawer and copy the contents of the “bin’
directory from the archive into it. Next you
will need to set an ENV variable for the path
where PGP is installed. For this type the
following in the shell;

Now you should be able to simply type PGP
in the shell and have it report back the correct
version. We're now ready to get started so we
have to generate a secret and public key. Enter
PGP -kg in the shell. PGP will ask you what
size key you would like to use. Only choose
384 or 512 bits as 1024 is too slow. Next it will
want a user ID. The format for this generally
matches something like; Joe Bloggs
<joe@bloggs.com>". Insert your ID in this for-
mat with your own Email address etc and hit

SETENV PGPPATH Workbench:PGP
Copy ENV:PGPPATH ENVARC:

Make sure Workbench: PGP is
changed to the path where PGP
has been installed. Now in our
PGP directory we have ‘PGP263i-
000" and "PGP263i-020° for the
68000 and 68020 CPUs. You
should-pick the version relevant to
your CPU, rename it to just plain
'PGP" and copy somewhere in
your AmigaDOS path. A safe
bet would be the C: assign.

For example;

CD workbench : PGP
rename pgpl63i-020 PGP
copy PGP c1:

i Above iz PEP to GUT's imteriace, you cam see bere thal there are guite 2 few uttons
thai perform the mest basic FEP sperations.
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your RSA secred key and

return. Next PGP will ask for a pass phrase.
Choose something you won't need to write
down and you won't forget as you'll need it
every time to access PGP If you forget it, your
Bys will be useless. PGP will ask for it again
confirm that it got it right since you can't
see what you're typing at this point.

Now PGP will want a random bunch of key
presses to initialise a random-seed file. This is
technicality So we won't go into it, just type
ntil the number ticks down to 0. PGP will
en spend some time creating your keys. All

ve need now is an ASCII version of our public
: y and to generate this, type;

~kxa <ID> mykey.txt

w4

]

- Change ID to a part of your own user ID.

'GP does a wildcard match, for example | just

2 ‘mat’ and it picks my key. You should now

d that vou have a text file in the current

called mykey.txt. Place this some-

s where it's easy to include into Emails

stl:hfulth Hawve a lock at it in a text

lor or type mykey.txt to take a look at your

ery first PGP public key! This little bit of text

s what you need to send to other people so

iey can encrypt data 1o you so you may use
mechanism to distribute it you like, on

r home page? (Make it a click-on link so

5 can save it out and add to their public

Mow we'll try a quick test so we can see
thing is working OK. Type a little mes-

ge in a text editor and save it as ram:mes-
age.txt. Now run through the following;

i Q

we
nter
it ]
] J ram:

-84 message.txt

will
Y
PGP asks for a user ID, enter your own.
for- you'll have a file called message.txt.asc.
it
magsage.txt.asc

| =

ge the encrypted text file

delete message.txt
Pgp -4 massage.txt.asc

Enter your password when PGP asks for it and
the file will be decrypted.

type message.txt
The message has been successfully decoded
: In this way we can use PGP to encrypt any

i 2 be it text or a binary to another PGP user
ut first we'll need their PGP key. You can

lﬁlﬂrw.—ﬂ-iu

f obtain my PGP key from both the
floppy disk (called mat.pgp) and on
the CD in the Wired World directory
again. To add a public key to your
public key-ring, firstly you'll need to
clip out the uuencode-like public
key from an Email and save it out.
The syntax for PGP is PGP -ka
<keyfile> s0 you can add my
PGP key to your keyring by

PGP -ka mat.pgp

You'll be asked how well you trust that
this key belongs to the person it is supposed
to. This is a bit overly technical, mainly you
just answer YES. You can view your collection
of public keys by typing PGP -kv and even
extract those people’'s PGP keys from
your keyring if you need to pass them to
someone else.

There's quite-a bit more to driving PGP but
that's the basics and will get you by managing
your collection of public keys, encrypting and
decrypting Email. See the documentation pro-
vided for further infarmation. In-particular,
readers with the cover CD can find useful con-
cise information in AmigaGuide form in the
PGF directory. Next we'll look at a couple of
utilities to make using PGP much easier.

PGP
PGPtoGUI is a stand alone GUI interface for
PGF It handles everything from public key
management to actual encryption/decryption.
It can be found on the Aminet in the path
De.lha and of course on
our cover CD in the PGP directory agan. After
extracting the archive, all that's needed is to
copy one of the two icons supplied as an

COMMS

.info for the executable called PGPtoGUIv2
Oe. Then choose preferences from the project
menu and configure the full path to your

PGP executable.

PGPtoGUI can even be used to generate
your initial secret and public key pair if
required. The buttons are pretty self explanato-
ry but again you'll need to save out all of your
encrypted Emails and such forth as text to
pass into PGPtoGUI. The same goes for
encrypted mail, the encrypted text will have to
be generated and then included into an Email
in your Email client of choice.

What would be more useful would be to
use PGP transparently right where it's needed,
that is in your text editor. | use the commercial
Cygnus Editor package which has an excellent
ARexx port and there happens to be some
great ARexx scripts specifically to drive PGP
Unsurprisingly they can be found on the
Aminet in util/crypt/CEDPGPIha and of course
on the cover CD in the usual place. | did find
that all of the scripts required editing so that
the line which says pgpt = 0 must be
changed to pgpt = 2, this sets the PGP ver-
sion to what we are using.

Once this is done, the scripts are easily
added from CED's 'special’ menu and the
ARexx/DOS interface section. Encrypt and
Decrypt are just added to function keys. Even
if you don't have Cygnus Editor there's a host
of great shareware ARexx capable editors
available. With a little work the scripts could
be modified to run on those for transparent
PGP usage.

If you've any suggestions for what you'd
like to see in Wired World in the future,
please let me know and drop me an Email to
mat@mats.net B
Mat Bettinson
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Surf’s up!

Viscorp’'s set top box didn't see the light of
day but Sony’'s did. New improved Voyager
hits the streets and Miami gets SANA2.

Web TV discussion

Sony’s WebTV has been causing
a stir on the Amiga's busiest
Usenet newsgroup, comp.
sys.amiga.misc. This unit plugs
into your living room television
and allows browsing of the
WWW. Sound familiar? Obviously
the WebTV beat VIScorps’ ‘ED’
set-top box to
the market so
it's interasting
to Amiga
users to see
how it is
received.

There is an

interesting dis-
cussion to be
had on the subject though sadly
it's partially swamped with cri-
tiques of American computer tele-
vision programs but it's still worth
a look.

Miami gets SANA2

Although promised for Miami 2.0,
SANAZ support has been added
to a public Beta version of Miami
1.8.x and should be fully
debugged by the time the betas
reach 1.9.x (as was T/TCP sup-
port, see Voyager article).

For those that don't know,
SANAZ is the Commodore net-
working standard for interfaces
which connect to networking or
TCP/IP software including Envoy,
AS225, AmiTCP and now Miami.
This means that Miami can now
be used with an Ethernet board or
any other networking device that
has a SANAZ driver. AmigaNet
and MagPLIP for parallel Amiga to
Amiga use, are two more exam-
ples. Too many other changes and
enhancements have been added
to Miami to document here, but
one things for sure, it's a TCP/IP
stack the Amiga can be proud of.
Point your web browser to
http: /fwww.america.com/—kruse/a
miga/Miami.html for more details
and the latest version,

is lookin and now its available as shareware

Contrary to the belief that work was floundering due to Oliver
Wagner's commitments to the MicroDot Il project, Voyager has
received numerous additions to its features list since its public 1.0
freeware release and now its been made available as shareware.

Just before going to press, the big news was that Vloyager has
just gained support for Frames. This brings Voyager's current fea-
ture list to include; HTML 1.0, 2.0 and 3.1, Internal Image decoding
for progressive on-the-fly image loading for GIF and jpeg, Anim
GIF support, HTML ‘Tables' and many more ‘Netscapisms’ sup-
ported such as FONT SIZE and HR WIDTH. Voyager also has
improved compatibility with broken/nonstandard HTML code.

Another new feature is T/TCP (TCP for Transactions) which
allows much faster HTTP links to servers. This is only currently
supported by Miami 1.9.x beta versions and web servers support-
ing T/TCP themselves (quite a few). A new preferences page is
included with sub-pages similar to IBrowse's preferences. Shift-
click downloading of files to disk added. Internal SMTP send capa-
bility for mailto: and mailto: forms. Improved news handling.

So far it looks like Voyager is the most complete browser on the
Amiga at the time of going to press though the authors of AWeb
and |IBrowse promise Frames support in the next versions of their
software. Voyager also only costs only £15, less than half of the £35
which IBrowse and AWeb 2.1 cost.

Call Active Software on 01325 352260 for registration details or
Email them on active@enterprise.net. You can also find a ‘reg tool’
on the Vaporware WWW site at http://www.vapor.com which will
aid registering all Vaporware software in any country. Latest details
are on Vaporware's web site: http://www.vapor.com/voyager/




Box Towers

of Amsiga Tower i will
the specification of yomr

Dur Tewer did PCT Kin cxpands the deskiop A4HE with
furiber Zorrs U1, Video, PCI and 154 dots. The PCI slots
wpllaw the use of sur Pewtinm processor haards to take

sy mitage of musltiple compuier pletfores in sae Tewer.

Uhar Tower (308 POT Kir expands the AR with Zorre 11,
Viden, PCI and 154 slots, The PCI slots allow the use of omr
Pentinm proceisor boards to take advantage of mulliple
computer platforms im one Tower.

B

They benefil from qualitg ¥ Bighon Tower th o 5157 Bays, § 8 157 Bays) 3 BigBos Tower @63 5,157 Baye, § « 557 Bays)
and have dineensbons of I IHPW mpeiuns sontrlled PEL I MW jemperabere gontialled PSL
w10t mm appros. 3 7 x Zaowrnr D0 Shois (5 [OMA Basaer) 3 Ta Zuwrar 10 Shats
s rmomn for & ¥ 5,25 devices, 3 3 PO PO Shets ¥ AnPCPCI Slins
devices amnd two 1.5 hard 31 % Sk lor Pemtium Boand ¥ 1 5 Shat For Penivum Boanl
Kit  includes 2 3 PCISA Slos I B PCISA Sks
ehassis FuF internal Nogppy 3 Iz Vidoo Shus 3 3 Vo Shois
all parts 1o mound the Amiga. There b= room for an
fam and also included Is o 230W temperature Tomer 00 PC1 K Lipe K1 Tower 1200 P KiE [Tha 3
PSLL
apbor sl allows e of the PCAHCIA, { AMIGA.»
A0 | Tanier e PEL PeT L] Char Tower #0008 Ki cupands il deskiop AJMN with Terther Our Torworr J200 Kit expands the A12N) with Zorrs 11 Vides and |

154 dots. The 154 sbets allew Bhe use of sardfs processer boand
1o dake advastage of multiphe compuier platforns in one Tower.

Farrs 111, ¥ideo and 1SA shots, The 154 slots sllow ihe use of
our 4886 processer hoard to take advaniage of multiple

comgnites jlatfarims in one Tower,

BigBon Tower (6 1 5.25" Bays. 5 x 3.5 Bays
2HIW iempermune conienlled PSU

o A2 | Tonver. PEL, Kesdsmred oalaiing) sl

BigBoa Tower it x 5.25 Bays. § 1 1.5 Bays)
I remperature conirnllad PSL
T & Fowpron 1 Slosis § N DA

E R
e b e T

T & Fowro [ Slois 51 PC E5A Slots
E1LTRYEY [ ae 5 5 P 1SA Shis I Winken Shais
ﬂmw: :l'::ﬁ 7 x Vidkn Shits Buil in Keyhoard sdapsor (Smiga or PCH
VD RO ddrive | Tmeermal BSOS {1395 Tower S0 Kit [Haa kot Torwer | 200 K LA

W5 Bayhoanl L et

P 455 Pt B 3 b usedd In conjunction with sur 154 (486) s PCL | Pentium) siots. This mseans (hit sar
can offer & complete multi-platform sobatbon | Amiga. PC and bMac) via these boards asd Fusion. Iniegration can be
anhanced by usimg U Sigavese spstem (or Siomese-Mor rpsira

Al sur new Amiga’s are bullt exclusively under
full Amiga Technobogies (FEM license under the

All our new Amiga's are built exclusively under
full Amigs Technobegies OEM lioense under the

3 “umiga-Based” Trademark. “ A mign-Based”™ Trademark.
IZEKh 1485 and 2568h {Puntissnh Cache: | Expandable w0 [ Wby 2 2 Senual Ponis. 1| 5 Paralic] Port
B Floppy and MDD Contrller, Keyhoand socken 3 Extemal Power Connoction Eagle 1200TE [ 54995 Eagle $000TE 1S

- PLIM Expnsion Post 2 120t BAM capability
B ARk Boaid acvopis Proessor gl DX up e 100MH:2

Pemium hoards secept processors al PT5. 1, 130 133 and 150MHz. (Suadand) and P66 or P00 for bigh end mislels.

3y High quality Tower

3 Owiginal Amiga Technologies Motherboard
3 BCS1-2 and IDE Bus, 0531

3 2Mb Chip RAM. 4Mb Fast RAM

3 330W PSU, PC Keyboard and Sysiem disks

2 High quality Tower

3 Original Amiga Techrologies Motherboard
3 |DE Bus, 0831,

3 2Mb Chip RAM

3 23w P.SLL PC Keyboard and System disks

AR Protimm Board (TP Priecs
%t huard 29995
PO Beoaord (Stmnedsrd | R85
PCI Basrd - U board VOA and up o P66 E4L9.95

Pemtimm P12 £ 9995
Pemtimm P130  CIH9.%5

ARGINV 4100 [ 2R
Pentium F133 (AT R

Pl Board up w0 PR E9905  Pentium Ple6 29995 Pemtimm P20 £379.95 Eagle | BHTE-$40 £ TS Enghe S0TE- /40 £1629.95
As Eagle 1 200TE but with : As Eagle 4000TE but with
3 GADYD 40MHz Blizzard Processor 3 GROKD A0MHz CyberSiorm Processor
¥ 1Gh Hard drive
::'“::lm!u-ﬂnplh bourd for any Lerrs [ or LI " : Eagle 1200TE-60/50 £ 59995 Eagle 4000TE-60/50 C1799.95
i 0 As Eagle | 200TE but with - As Eagle 4000TE but with ;
6-hir Cirrus CLGD 5446 Chip 3 GROGD S0 Hz Blizzard Processor 3 GRG0 SOMHz Cyberstorm Processor
4Mb Fast EDO RAM Y VG Harddrive
On-bourd Flicker Fixer - 7\ -
Genlock compatible

“Widewr ~on-Weorkbench ™ Mede
Parts for additional MPEG, TV-Tuner

and 30 Chip The Advaneed CC++ Development System Tor the AMIGA !
Picasso I'v 4Mhb £299.95 Phasr 5 scceleraions offer umrivalbed St i 0 (nbgratna dvelopment wysicrs wbich costaies a8 developni
. nsk pepermee ke ol ongesocnig bion coanpebon. beder. skebgpor sl
performance and price. There are I e — Smmres, The hean of Sk n i s pops
o ils E199.8 Pable Video Encoder € Poss s miadels B0 sull meosd A magas's ST btk e coety pan of e et o f s, hoaders. lirance.
s Lasna 1.fm cable £ 5995 decurments, berries. The vory e edin depbays aske asbal boysh B @i o
S.1hw cable E609  AmTCP L6895 CyberSoorm MKIL 06 (SUMHz) for b lorar il ey P L

O A SN ] SR TR ¢ ROMs Diskes, Manmals) © T4A%5 QST A DHKMMNRAHHY | ROV, Disks, Manusali) £ 8995 AN T or A MMNNT) TR ik Fust the by Wl Sy [ammily | rchuding. AU an SRRN1 56K}
(S, | A SAMAN 1 500 LN RON oy ) £ 4am8 OER1 A 200 MWHRA000 | RS only | L 9 CrherSiorm MK QBEC (406 Hz) for T Kn Sl 1 3 prom vl o ivse e than inaon the neng gl
MlainActar Fro i 5 AlainActor Broadnst E149.95 A T') or A MWW T} (ALK ] i oot d roan scnbing e spdem. 1 aban vk soa Wacking dsd 8 o

Bai A cter Eroadcast (Upgrade from Prol £t RapidFire SCSI-T + AMb RAM capacity 129,95 Blizzard 1260 (SUMHz} for A 1200 199,95 aan the siwnce-kevel dehugges d ree liske of i [Fgram,
re SpltFiee SO50-10 e ul_u.ml IMTH'_JMI-HJI'- AL Tower 1w —l 2mes
o ’ SCSI-11 Fast for all CyberStorm versions E e Simrmd - Upgrads option “'_’l
D SRR G T e

Stormid Starter 'y “'l'

The Simmrse Systrss bs il meeans to allow the Amiga and PC Fuvisn 5 0 software only Mac emulstion for ANY A.ul.,u Rrabiee rof feaares [aavaws: setradnciary s

P o ar— with 68020 or better CPL. W ro s the mest ad
e E : Ma ensilation avallable for the .l:rnh. SeormWIZARD - New GLT ecitor
3 Singhe Mustitaw aunmasally swilchos belweon PO and 3 POr b5 an all new (Sefiware snly 0c8h emslatien for any
& Amiga Screen I Wohrerks o all Amvigars with AR prevessar o hetter S A . d SeormW AR 1 3 woed 1 paake desigeng of GLT semple, You will ot 2
] Gingle K X [T aif 3 Suppowis all mefcrs Soswidosh ol e (7.1 .00 Krerp s cosnpdiadt L] s ikl winkout preprarsmang oec lise of crlke”
% ; ;I:::.'I"“;{t::t:lﬂl;?:;:t:r::;r::;:::::JH;."';:: l.l'mp:ull -l,:lﬁ :: e F— 3 Iniel Pemtium Processonisnh (FPL sapported o Amign has ¥
i e ey o § g GEmSy FrL) Sporm W izard £ mms
B Hilspecd SCX1 atwesl w"!‘ e et e I PST heyhoard & miuse Bas mowss omulaiinom Seormi Starter + Sore W ilzsrd f12ans
g 3 Road aml Write onany PC Drive al high speal sclisling 3 i) coompatible 3 Dusl 273 DRAA comtrlhe
Mastvworkod Diiven 3 Suppant fir all sable videu buands and GralTit bas i s :;
3 Teu Cliphuand. Cut and Pasie beiween Amiga asl PC 3 Usar of T56K, 512K amd | Mih MAC ROM- g At EfTen s peeiing |
2 K254 simer amd H273 disk comrolier p—y
3 Pull Arexy support huilt in 3 Suppons 2,4 16 2 ihousands and millions coboss 3 RICSS narallel i 'r aml g proscoing wih
. A gl q) E
3 Share Prinier. all Amign sasipu sesd o PC prinier. ki ; |.-.c_wr:n,.| |r|lrrr::.'l- :mum :‘mnv:
3 Acvess 0 brw gt PC products ¢.g.. b Sowsd Carads. 3 Bierco Al 3 Cirres 428 chipset (VGASVOA graphicss Pl Tl b praphe s
3 Armiga MCT conirller Eross Amigalos o Arexx. {Modia 3 Mhubiipls videe display suppon (e wo 6 screcns al a line s it kg propraes o the Arviga. It =
Combnd Inperfae ). 3 Wosrkhesch Viden driver, up b 256 colours in o window! ; ;THT::“P:;_:M“:'W:’_"J DAL mai wricmicd fmands lhe
3 O whee fly resol ichi e 7,54 o b y A ] “waandand
Shmnras Syt e gk e A e 3 B comemllar ésuppaons twe vinual IDE desices) priprase on A
Samnrse-Mac Pack L1785 eriadl{rAslyte AetIpe LB D F Sappurts up e Db Mb ol me Gwith |21 menmry sapping ) e ke
This pack olfers the lull Siames: fesunes abave, 2 Agpletalk with Empiam handswunc -1.". i sl “.d"h-r!'l:f' e b
- Bt b s o Tull Macimtosh emulation midule. 3 Suppens upie 14 AmigalM0S devices ': ;ﬂ.-l.nl.:nr::!?l.lti&nﬁ:lfsl'}‘F h:; Pt I'-.‘" wl”:'i' :?r:
' BTG - Slamese Pack ¥ Suppoens CO-ROM drives. hand drive panitiuns. hasd 3 Native CD-ROM deiver : g sing ke Fraal Paintr ¢1ui, These pictarr. s AnElls in
Mhew sltwan: ek thae alFers retargeting of many Filess and rany diecks % N:::: pestenpiitle n: s =
igm s e i | - 1 warial andd parsii:l LE S =
QR Ses LB Thten o e o - o m;::::;h n|-|J 3 e A I Maive netuark driver lor meoessing AmigaDOS doviees
A= 3 Cliphoard sharing teat) asd buil in file 3 100 hand aptimised6HK assssmbly langusge oo hest passible Creative.
i rfianslation e Imtuitive. New.
3 Custom FPU ruiines fee high perfommance (oatg point 3 OSLas complianl mcy: mleriuo ArtEffect
Graffiti - Fast Chunky adaptor! cperalivns 20 Vit NG i s A The Ultimate
2 The GradTiti adaptor plugs inbe the stssakand vaben conmecior wed 3 Custom chasmky 1o planar comverason for fasiest s b Graphics
wllizrs Tas) 256 coliser chambky pisel soneens on ey Amiga, Iis & aFies k POx i ael Program.
gl waty s sporad up the Mas: and PC nsulativn, and is gutbering 3 Supports AMAX, EMPLANT. MAC high density. PC
sllweare supgurt i the public domain TIOK ared PC high demsity disks.
E 3 [irect SCS1 amad Serinl access throsgh Emplani handware.
Ciruliti Giruphics Adapter [ 9 3 Suppwis Akiko when med with CD-02 with SX- 1SX-32 ArtEMect
3 Supperts 0200 dhivaigh (64 processons and G ACE |3 an Atari grmlator fuor the Aesiga. The Auar compeier was crested s
3 O82.a siyle pasde complizm inorface on public screen, fry the saame: man who creoed ihe Amega, fay Miscr, Many pgrsms

e T the Asan were ol modal winsers in el cRegoncs,

CatWeasel - Floppy Controller for A1200

Tz Cant Weasel comomllier willl open up a while mange of Disk

Chimers of Empland | 200 ov Mae Lite con apgeode for ool Be e £ 1) pass ina your Fassh i ahility w0 e masy of e musean-

Fonmais ing n:ht.ﬂ‘_F'C Highs Dty Dirives i e b s i it il ofiv gualiey spplications wiimen for the Apple 1l's, 1 alftrs you severl e PRy
Asipa | HILOD L PC (MDD MAC (HDy iabels of cimalation Apphs 1M1=, Tle, B, sl Dl Blasy have Cied i R 3 o fi's
Fuisiisn E 4958 Appie 1] an sng e Fird commpaiies i persmal e, it has hoo ermbraced Mlaster]=0 Amiga CD-Wrilimg softwans 12998
5 Cad Weasel | 1308) ¢ sums  Fusion Upgrede (from Enplant 1200 or Mac Lite) £ 2500 by exhmcabenes and asdmire hy histurizens, MasterlS0 + Asimn( S (He8s
Al i e e il Worlh Wrcwsr il i the Aistga. The HTML-T ssland b fully supporicd, incelieg Ses. Roginemonts © Amiga L0 08 (W 375 or acwer. 108 RAM. SRIZ0 or Tmmapr¥iskon Mulbsedis awthoriag spetem + CD i 4995
Wlams HTHIL-E T foaranes are shas sppustcd. o B geessbs gad comnny A Woch upmports the wse of pesshe e HTTP TR benier CPL and appropriale Sysicm ROM-
Coophor amd Telct. By wirg cormal (g, FTP, Ml Toiso ol Ross can b e geodl. A% b b yoa bl 3l imoges. Theee ane likerlly amndreds of games sl wilitios fecly available o the World Consiructhos Set (Scenery Grarrmtor ) s
iy damsd e apcircl VA el ey W (o ot coulbations! World Construction S 2 (Adwmend version) Ll

w50 MR o
i
AWebdl £ M998 m EJ ACE aml APPLE 1l £ 1998

dwsg., T AN RAAL ¢ A
kit ToAF. TFTAL SFTE

Horr s b ld
skl 4 AssTT T




it

ack on our screens for its seventh
series, Red Dwarf is as
popular as ever, espe-
cially among the
Internet community,
even if it does seem to have
made a few compromises this
time around. If you're a fan of Kryten,
Rimmer, Cat, Holly and Lister, chances are
you've already thrown Red Dwarf into a search
engine and received a throng of web sites
dedicated to the unlikely sci-fi sitcom. Either
way, a good place to start is Androo’s Brill-
Smegging-llliant Red Dwarf Home Page. This
site itself doesn’t have a huge amount of
stuff on it, but it does serve as a
neat introduction and offers plen-
ty of links to other Red Dwarf
pages and links.

A little closer to home but still
with a tenuous space/earth orbit
kind of theme, information from
The Met Office’'s weather satel-
lites can be access from their
own web site. The Met Office site
offers weather reports and forecasts for the
UK, up to date pictures of the UK and Europe
from geostationary satellites and links to
other weather related web sites. It also has a
section for job vacancies at the Met Office.
Compared to some American weather sites
it's a bit of a poor effort, but | suppose that's
the difference between a British government
institution and the Yank's whizz-bang
approach to the media.

While most of the northern hemisphere
looks forward to warmer times, snowboarders
will be hoping for a good covering of the white

for sustenance, we sent one man
into the Net for a day of discovery .
Here’'s what he came back with.

stuff across the
world's ski resorts.
If you're one of the
growing numbers of people
gearing up for a session on the slopes, why
not get yourself in the mood by visiting a few
snowboarding web sites. The Finnish-run
Snwbrdr's Snowboarding Page is home to all
kinds of pictures, info and links for those who
like to slide down icy hills on small ironing
boards. World rankings, a decent picture
library and a chat forum are among the many
features on offer.

Fancy a bit of childish escapism? There's

always the Disney site. As you'd expect, it's
one of the better looking sites and has lots to
keep you occupied. Unfortunately, much of it
requires specific PC web browsing software
to use properly, but the story books work
fine (but, don't get too depressed — take a
look at the new version of Voyager - it’s hot
on the heels of current PC browsers).
Anyway, the Disney site is nice and colourful
and doesn't hit you as hard as you might
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expect with all the sales patter and adverts.

Most of us would like to be able to see into
the future. Surprisingly, some claim they can.
Even more surprisingly, even more people
believe them! If you want your digital palm
read, try hooking up to the Daily Zodiac
Forecast, but don't blame us if what they tell
you turns out to be a load of cobblers.

You've probably read all about QuikPak’'s
bid for the Amiga in this month's news sec-
tion, but if you want to know more you can
hook up to their site where you can read an
open letter to the Amiga community from
QuikPak's bosses, and also check up on their
latest plans for new Amiga models, which
include a bizarre ‘luggable’ Amiga based on an
A4000T with a flip-up LCD screen.

One site worth dropping into on a regular
basis is the Amiga Web Directory, which as
its name suggests, offers links to all kinds of
- it"s Amiga-related web sites. It's also home to an

ots 10 excellent Amiga news service and is backed

1 of it up by an Amiga web site search engine. With

vare no official Amiga body to quiz about the

rk machine’'s future, this is a valuable forum and

s g definitely one to bookmark.

3 hot If this month’'s SoundStudio covermount
has got you in the mood for a bit of compos-

yurful ing, take a look at the Yamaha site for details

of their extremely wide range of MIDI and
recording gear. They've got everything from
the cheapest multitimbral sound modules right
up to cutting edge mono synths. Still on a
musical theme, Roland have a very impressive
site with an interactive MC-303 that makes
sounds as you tweak its butions and knobs,
but only if you have a system capable of
RealAudio, which rules out any Amiga
browsers unfortunately. If you're looking for a
mixer you're bound to find one to fit your
requirements and your budget
on the

it

-‘_‘
) &7

Spirit site. They've got models starting at

under £200 right up to great big professional
studio models,

Maybe you'd rather just buy some music on
CD rather than making your own. If so, the
One Store site could be just what you need.
It's an on-line shopping site that currently is
made up of departments selling music, bikes,
photographic eguipment and educational soft-
ware - a strange mix indeed. Additional
departments are on the way, including videos
and games. By the way, it's run by those
awfully nice guys at Team 17.

Totally unconnected to that is this page of
links to football club home pages. A divi-
sion of UKDirectory/sport, it offers links
to pages dedicated to football clubs
ranging from Whitley Bay FC to
Manchester United via Dunfermiine
Athletic. However, | was disappointed to
find the link to fun sounding
Arsenet’, an unofficial
Arsenal page, lead to noth-
ing. By tracing the URL
back to the main UK Directory you have
access to a vast number of sites sorted
by subject matter. including business,
community, computers, education,
employment, entertainment, finance,
government, home pages, news,
shopping, sports, transportation
and travel. Another one to put in
your hotlist.

Budding artists and animators can
check out loads of good ideas and technique
examples at Emmett Scott’'s Cartoon Comner.
It's full of ideas to make your own cartoons

Those sites in full
Red Dwarf Links

hittp://wew.geocities. com/Hollywood/ 6691/ in
dex . htm

The Met Office

Tony Horgan

more punchy, effective, and above all just
plain funny. There are sections a number of
different aspects of cartoon creation including
caricature, animation and drawing tricks. It's
decorated with neat little cartoon images
that, for a change, are stored using only
the required amount of colours for fast
downloading.
We'll finish up this month with a
guick look at the Hard to Find
Records web site. This is a
Birmingham based shop specialis-
ing in rare and deleted dance
records. Most of the stock
seems to be classics from the
world of house and techno,
including many imports. You can
browse the stock list alphabetically
to check if they have your particular
tune. If you're not sure of the name of
your desired record you can even send
them a tape and they’ll do their best
to identify it and track it down for
you. Expect to pay between £4 and
£30 depending on the collectability of

the particular slab of vinyl.

That's all for now. Happy surfing! B




@ . A mc:gez e Zaaaé{éeda

b ﬁ%.m T

FORE-MATT Home Computing

Dept. CU, PO Box 835, Woolton Bassett, Wilts SN4 SRX

01793 853802
PD / Shareware / CD-ROM
FREE CATALOGUE DISK

{FREE P&F and FREE updates)

PI} / Shareware from only SOP ! disk
CLU READER CD-ROM SPECIALS

{Limited offer)

s, More Worms!

—

Mee InLHer ¥l
Epic Interactive Encyclopedia

."l'lun]. maore titles
Please wdd 50p P&F per onder

ONL/NE PD

TEL: (01704) 834335 or 834583

(01704)
834583

i

Online Pd, Dﬂpt cua'
1 The Cloisters, Halsall Lane,
Formby, leerpnol L37 3PX

ICRONINE
SOFTWARE

ADULT CD-ROMS

World's Best Butts
Pra Busters . .
irls, Girlz, Qirls

« hMany Many More lsted in our FREE

Secret Subjects CD .
This GP exposes 1}'! numpullr und!
Hasl hm_ F‘hruknn Fﬂl'"'IH' mal-m gberals el

] E..E Fax/BBS:

ALL DISKS

5 0PEABH

RING FOR FREE CATALOGUE
0589 722502
OR WRITE TO:

B.PD. PO BOX 179,
READING, BERKS RG30 3DD

KEW =11 %‘

SOFTWARE

BY NAME, WUMBER AMD SIZEY
T8 EASY!
5@0K makes 1 boclable dizk!
00K digkl
CATALOGUE WITH FULL DESCRIPTIONS & INDEX DMLY £1

13 digks £1.50,
Phane lor the LATEST PROGRAMS! g B
POy BOYA 672

south Criovidon
Surrey CR2 9YS
Tel: 0181 657 1617

30+

# 16,000 titles Ime. Aminef.
# For TDK branded disks odd 18p.

per disk

Mixed Fonts @ Klondike Cardsets
Assossins Games Packs

..Plus another 150 Packs or choose
your own theme for £3.40

[T CHFOUES PATARLE TO M.

PD POWER

WE STOCK OVER 10,000 DISKS

5 op per disk

NO MiNIiMUM ORDER
1 FREE WITH EVERY 10
For FREE CATALOGUE DiSK +
FREE GAME + FREE COPIER
AND MORE
Please SAE to:
PD POWER (DEPT CU)
15 LOVETOT AVENUE
ASTON SHEFFIELD S31 OBQ

0374 150972

CLASSIC AMIGA

Phone for a
FREE catalogue disk

0161 723 1638

SHOP OPEN

12-9pm DAILY

FULL RANGE OF D ROMS & CDJIX's
HARD DRIVES | MEMORY EXPANSIONS
LD ROM DRIVES
GAMES NOW IN STOCK

o lEasd N lodems

L N
ks £107.22

Tunternal |I|1_:r\l_‘
Call Ssihicoan

chars - £31
£9
o

CU, Hagars Electronics,
, Sheerness, Kent ME12 Il.l:

01795 663336

TO ADVERTISE IN
THE CU AMIGA
CLASSIFIED
SECTION
CALL
GENENE DICK
NOW ON
0171972 6700




AT DISK £1 | FREESTYLE PD " DISK PRICES |

- 1-20 £1 EACH
FREE WITH TEL: 01922 710985 21+ 75p EACH

TWO FREE ISKS WITH EVERY 10 DRDERED _PII? 50p PER DRDER

UFO INFO | ~ SMART CARDZ
cing the truth (=) Excallent Klondike rip-off for all

Cre

Reurosi Crichel
Trwl Bharmt
Arulstia

FOR A RAPID RETURN PLEASE MAKE CHEQUESPOSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO: FREESTYLE PD,
DEFT CU, 108 WOODSIDE WAY, SHORTH HEATH, WILLENHALL, WEST MEDLANDS WV12 SNH

NO MERCY SOFTWARE

‘We are still here
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e BACKGRUSUINLS

BUILD MUSCLES
FAST!

4 NEW! Fastest way to build

. muscles and strength without
. weights — EVER! Just 35 minutes
| daily in the privacy of your home
" will develop an amazing physigue.

MUSCLE DYNAMICS is a new
body building system based on

principles developed after years of
exhaustive research. It is a total exercise
programme involving the very latest
scientific breakthroughs in the field of
‘4 muscular development. It is the fastest,
1 most effective way to build muscles in
“% existence.

Noticeable results in 28 days guaranteed.

Send for FREE Information Pack.
MUSCLE DYNAMICS, P.O. BOX 40, GATESHEAD, NE8 1PD
Tel: 0191-487 4087

MUSCLE DYNAMICS, P.O. BOX 40, GATESHEAD, NE8 1P
Yes! | want to build muscles fast. Please rush me a FREE information pack!

Postcode .
:A :.mrnp for reply npp-rcclaiad:l
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AMIGA GAMES

Have you ever dreamed of creating your very own Public Domain or
Commercial software products without having to program?
Well now it is no longer a dream - it’s REALITY!

REALITY - THE ULTIMATE SOFTWARE CONSTRUCTION KIT is  Ower four man years of work has gone into

a REVOLUTIONARY new product from B.PM.
Promotions, a company involved in the AMIGA soft-
ware market for over five years. This product is a
BREAKTHROUGH in software design and allows any-
one with an AMIGA computer, regardless of their age
or intelligence, to create both Public Domain and
Commercial software products in virtually no time at
all using nothing more than their computer’s mouse! it
can be used to create games, demos, educational
software eic, much much faster and easier than ever
before throughout the history of computers! REALITY
is like nothing you've ever seen before on the AMIGA.
Now for the first ime you can access the awesome
power of your computer with bewildering ease and
use it to create TOP CLASS AMIGA software in few
days by doing nothing more than clicking the buttons
on your mouse or moving the mouse cursor around
the screen - that’s it! It's so easy you will not believe
it! No programming is required whatsoever!

Here is a small example of what you can
achieve in minutes with Reality by using
nothing more that your Amiga's mouse:

Make your games main character shoot all soris
of different weapons each with different power
values!

® Define monster attack pattemns and choose from
the HUGE amount of already made variations!
Create intelligent enemies that home in on your
main character!

Add text messages to the software with
hundreds of different styles of text fonts to
choose from!

Create SUPER intelligent GIANT mid level and
end of level monsters just like the very best
commercial games!

Produce scenery that your main character
reacts io : Ladders, Ropes, Platforms, Traps,
Swiltches etc eic!

Select and define all sorts of weapons, bonuses
and objects that your main character can collect
and use!

Create characters that have to fight each other
in a beat "em’ up - STREETFIGHTER Il style!
Produce ALL sorts of demo effects from groovy
text scrollers 1o on screen 3D rotation just like
the very best PD demaos!

Create Educational software from a simple
slideshow to a full blown disk magazine!
wm,mmmmmmr
software with ease!

THE LIST IS ENORMOUS!!!! - Test your software
in seconds to see if everything is working the way
that YOU want it to! There’s no need for any slow
compiling or testing like certain other packages!

REALITY can be used to create many types of differ-
ent software products! It's ideal for TOP notch games!
Create HIGH speed shoot ‘'em’ ups, Addictive scrolling
platform games, Beat 'em ups, Point and Click
Graphic Adventures, HUGE Arcade games, Puzzie
games, Racing games, Card games and much much
more! Even create your own mind-blowing special
effects demos or user friendly Educational software!
Just look at the screenshots in this advertisement and
see just what this system is really capable of!

the development of this Software!

The result is:

A STATE OF THE ART SOFTWARE CREATION SYSTEM!
It's versatile - it's easy to use - it's incredibly
fast -IU's the biggest ever breakthrough in
Amiga software creation and has already been
used to create twenty commercial games and a

If you can use an AMIGA you can use REALITY!
All the hard work has been done for you! With
once complicated programming routines reduced
to simple mouse actions that anyone can under-
stand! That's the hidden power of REALITY!
Absolutely no knowledge of programming is
required whatsoever Reality is unigue! It is a com-
pletely new way of creating software!

MORE THAN TEN 90% SCORES HAVE BEEN
AWARDED TO REALITY SO FAR FROM MANY
DIFFERENT AREAS OF THE AMIGA COMMUNITY!

What you get!

The very latest version of the REALITY software
construction kit which incorporates a whole batch
of useful and essential utilities. These include: an
Animation and Sound Studio, a Graphics toolkit, a
Background creation system, Picture and
Introduction creators, a FULL blown paint package,
Text editing and disk utilities plus much much
more!l You'll also receive a fully detailed user
friendly instruction guide and a handy hints and
tips guide! Two further guides that will show you
how to make two full blown games from scratch!
Two full blown commercial games that have been
created using REALITY for you to adapt and learn
from! Issue one of the REALITY USER CLUB disk
magazine! Two packed disks full of sound effects,
music tracks and a MASSIVE amount of graphic
images that can be used in your own software!
These include characters, enemies, weapons,
bonuses, scenery, fonts and MUCH MUCH MORE!!
You get everything you need for creating your own
full blown top quality software with ease!

You’ll also get FREE membership
to the Reality User Club!

This will provide you with a phone helpline, a pen-
pal list allowing you to contact and work with the
already -MASSIVE REALITY userbase from around
the globe! You will also have access to a HUGE
range of software that has been created using the
REALITY system and 1000’s of graphic images,
sound effects and music tracks which you can use
with your own software! We are willing to publish
any software that you create using REALITY or if
you wish you can have other companies publish
your work! The REALITY user club can supply you
with ALL the graphics, music, sound effects and
ideas that you need to create superb software with
this system. ALL the hard work has been done for
you!

So what do you have to pay for this totally
amazing system?

Only £29.99! This product is worth many times this
price and only due to forecasted large sales, low
cost advertising and direct sales to the customer
are we able to offer it at this unbeatable price! By
creating only one piece of software you should get
your money back many many times over! How
much sofiware do you wish to create? What more
can we say other than you would be crazy not to
take up this very special offer! Creating software is
much more interesting than using it, and REALITY
is the perfect tool! Please note that the REALITY
package is compatible with ALL AMIGA computers
and is hard disk installable!

HOW TO ORDER

PHONE 01232 626694 - PRICE £29.99

UK postage £2, Overseas please add £3.

All payments must be in English Sterding! 24 Hour
despaich.

EXTRA SPECIAL OFFER - Order NOW and receive a
FREE never been released before guide on HOW TO
DESIGN A WINNING COMPUTER GAME' writien by
one of the TOP games designers in the business!
Essential reading for any budding games makers!
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Masterclass

IR There are times when your
mouse and pointers aren’t
enough and only a text
command will do. Real men

don't use WIMPS ...

f you have been following
this series of Masterclass
then you are probably ready
to leave the comfort of the
Graphical User Interface
behind and go off to explore
the Shell.

So what exactly is the Amiga's
Shell? Is it a hard encrusted cov-
ering that surrounds your Amiga
keepings its innards intact and
safe? No. The Shell is the special
window which accepts typed
commands: you'll find it in the
System directory. Perhaps the
easiest way to start a Shell is to
press Right-Amiga and N, and
then enter ‘newshell’ into the
pop-up requester.

Top instructor
From the Shell you can enter
a wide range of commands
which can achieve everything you
can do from the Workbench and
a lot more besides. The Shell and
Workbench compliment each
other extremely well: certainly
maore than, say, an MSDOS shell
open on a Windows desktop.
And as for Apple Macs... well, if
you really need to enter text
commands on an Apple Mac you
must clearly have the wrong sort
of computer.

There are a large number of
AmigaDOS commands, and as
we saw in a previous episode,

most of these are stored in the
Workbench's C: directory.
Hopefully you will have already
played around with the Shell
{perhaps to use ARexx) and so
you'll kriow some basic
AmigaDOS commands, such as
'CD’, 'DIR" and 'EDY.

RAMs 'n’ List
The key to keeping track of your
files is to know and love the
AmigaDOS5 ‘List’ command.

List is superficially similar
to "DIR’, as by default both will
produce a list of files in the
current directory.

However, List is considerably
more powerful and has a million
and one different options which
can produce a detailed analysis
of your current directory.

Both List and Dir will accept
an argument in the form of an
AmigaDOS device. For example,
you can obtain a list of the files
in the RAM disk by typing:

dir ram: or list ram:

You can see that the results
are the same, although the List
version includes extra informa-
tion such as the files’ status
flags, the creation date and time,
and the file size. This is only the
start of what List can do.

Here's an example. Let's say

4 You get more or less the same resalts when you type in either dir ram: or list ram: though list provides a

litthe more infarmation far you to go throagh.

you remember creating a particu-
larly good picture in your
favourite art program, but you
cannot remember the file name
nor can you remember where
you stored it on your large hard
disk. In fact, all you know was
that you rendered the picture in
the first week of January, and that
the file ends in the usual ".iff’
extension. How on earth can yqu
locate it? Well you could go
through every file or directory on
your Amiga searching through for
something resembling your lost
picture or you could use List and
save yourself hoursfweeks of end-
less frustration and searching.

Please note: this example
assumes you have a battery
backed clock fitted to your
Amiga - if you don’t, none of the
files will be dated properly. Most
A1200 expansion cards have
battery backed clocks though so
there isn't much cause for

you to worry as it should work.

Two of the keywords which
List accepts are "Since’ and
‘Upto’. The first, ‘Since’, will list
only those files created after the
supplied date, whilst the second,
‘UpTo', will list files which
have been created before the
supplied date. They can be used
separately, or combined to define
a special 'window’ in time.

The following is the List com-
mand which will list only those
files presant.

list #7.iff pince 0l-jan-
97 upto 07-jan-57 all
nohead quick files

It looks a bit complicated, but
we'll take it step by step. First of
all we use a wildcard, which
restricts all the files to those end-
ing in iff".

The 'Since’ and "Upto’ com-
mands are hopefully self-explana-

Command: [n—___'-F_________H‘_-_____—________huiu‘__—-ﬁq______i

& The quickest way to open a Shell. Many people alse ‘Leave Out’ the Shell icon on their Workhench window.
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If you need a hand using an AmigaDOS command, there's always
help to be had. If you want to know what arguments to use with a
particular command, you only need use it with the help keyword,
which is a guestion mark, like this:

This produces a list of all the options which can be used with the
command, and each option is followed by a special code letter. As an
example, here's what you get in return:

DIR/M, P=PAT/K,KEYS/S, DATES/S, NODATES /S, TO/K, SUB/K, 8I
NCE/K,UPTO/K, QUICK/S, BLOCK/S, NOHEAD/S, FILES /S, DIRS/S
» LFORMAT/K, SORT/K,USERS /8, GROUPS/S,ALL/S:

Here's what those code letters actually mean:

/A - Argument. Something must follow in order for this command
to work.
/K - Keyword. The word itself is optional, but if used an argument is
required.
/8 - Switch. This turmns an option on or off.

LFORMAT

string are used for.

associated with it)

%L - Length (in bytes)
%N - Name of the file
%P - Path of the file

time it was created.

found at %p”

Use List with LFORMAT and you can fine-tune the o
LFORMAT needs a string, and the contents of this strin
what the output looks like. Here's a list of the speclal flnqa_

%A-Ammﬂnpl
%B - Ihdllllmﬂﬂlllllll
%C - mmmumumvaﬂhn-ﬂunhniﬁmp

%D - mummmmm ricden
%K - mmmwmmmmm

ﬁT-Tmummwmm
You can also use your own text in the LFORMAT string inyou
choose. Here's a example which list the ﬁlanam. hapmh am:l thu-

list lformat "The file %n was m In w M h

This control is perfect for creating text files whtn!'l,:ﬂmaln the
infotmation in the order you need for subsequent processing. i

-

tory. Remember that AmigaDOS
will also accept the words
‘Today” and "Yesterday'.

ALL

The ‘all’ keywaord forces the list
to be performed not only in the
current directory, but also in all
the sub-directories as well.

For example, if you are currently
in the Workbench: directory, this
will force List to look through §:,
C:, L: and s0 on.

NOHEAD

The ‘'nohead’ keyword stops list
from displaying the current direc-
tory name as it examines it. If
you leave it out, you'll see a large
number of directories listed one-
by-one.

QUICK

By using ‘quick’ we keep the out-
put to a list of names only, and
do without the flags, file size and
creation date.

FILES

Including ‘files’ stops any directo-

ries which were altered within
the dates from being listed. As
we only want to find a particular
file, this will speed things up

a bit.

There - | bet you never knew
there was 50 much to the List
command. It's a very effective
tool for helping you track down
files. There are plenty of key-
words too: here are some more
which you might find useful:

DATES

If you have switched off dates by
using QUICK, this will cause
them to be displayed again. For
example:

list quick dates

This will display only filenames
and dates, and ignore flags and
sizes.

DIRS

In the same way in which FILES
suppresses the listing of any-
thing which isn't a file, so DIRS
suppresses the listing of any-
thing which isn't a directory.
Example:

list nohead dirs

LFORMAT

In case you thought that List was
in some way limited, the LFOR-
MAT command is what you need,
LFORMAT takes a string as it's

argument, and the contents of
the string determines exactly
what is displayed and in what
order. See the box out for more
details.

NODATES

Stops Dates from being dis-
played. Don't waste your time
using it at the same time as
DATES.

Example:

list nodates

This will suppress the date
and time data from display.

TO

When TO is used, the output
from the List command will be
sent to following file. Yes, you
can do the same thing with the
re-direction "=" option. This is

more legible though. Example:

list since 01-Jun-96 to
ram:myfiles

This can be useful if you need
the files sorted into order. Unlike
Dir, List will not sort the files,
However, if they are stored in a
file you can use the AmigaDOS
command “sort” to produce a
new, sorted list.

USERS

Sorry, I've absolutely no idea!
Answers to the usual address
please!

It's easy to see why List is
such an important command to
get to know. It will help you keep
track of all vour files and it's also
invaluable when writing scripts
either in ARexx (such as Killbak)
or in AmigaDOS,

Any bright ideas?

If there is anything that you would like to see a mas-
terclass tutorial on, please write in and let us know.
Likewise if there is any subject that is not covered in
the workshop section that you would like to know
more about please drop us a line at CU Amiga
Magazine, Priory Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane,

London EC1R 3AU.
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TUTORIAL

Seek and
Looking after the files on your floppy and hard disks can be a chore.

There are so many, it's easy to forget what most of them are for.
Before you know it, your hard disk is 90% full and it's time for a bit of

call close(outfile)

E!* Process the files if reguired */

a spring clean. One of the most useful programs | wrote was "Killbak”, :

which searches through the current directory (and subsequent sub-
directories) looking for files ending in “.bak”. These are files which
application programs often create when saving projects: for example,
you may have a text project called "article.doc”. When you edit it and
save it for the second time, the original will be renamed "article.bak”.
Once you have finished the project the “.bak” file is useless, and sim-
ply consumes space. Nuke it! KillBak is included hereabouts, and also
on the CD-ROM. it's written in ARexx, which means it's simply an
ordinary text file: until it's used with RX like this:

RX ram:killbak

which executes it. In this case, |'ve copied the program to the RAM
disk to start with. Remember, Killbak will work with the files in the cur-
rent directory. So if you want to delete all the “.bak” files from the
Workbench partition of your system, keep the Killbak.rexx file in RAM
but do a

CD workbench:

before you run it. Here's the listing (it's on the CD in the mag drawer.)

I*
Search for file names
ending in #7bak, and then
delete them if necessary.
{r) John EKennedy
o )

address command /* Use AmigaDOS */
/* First, generate list of files & sizes */

B8ay "Making list of all files in curremt directo-
EFes vy

“list lformat "%p%n %1” all files > t:templist’

/* Now, search for those ending in .bak */

S8ay "“Adding up file sizesa..”

infile=rinfilar*
outfile='outfile’

total_ size=0
mumbear=0

call open(outfile, ‘t:report’, ‘w’)
call open(infile,"t:templist®,"r’)

do while -eof(infile)
datasreadln(infile)
if data~="" then do
parse var data namepath ™ ™ size
if size="empty’ then size=0
test=right (namepath,4)
if (test=’'.bak’) then do
total size=total size+size
numbar=numbear+l
call writeln(outfile,namepath)
end ’
and
end
call close(infile)

say "Number of back-up files:” number

: say “Drive space taken up: ™ total size
| vay

£ if npumber~-=0 then call ProcessFiles()

/* All donm! */

*‘delete “t:report” guiet”’
‘delete “t:templist” guiet’

say “Finished.”
exit

*

ProcessFiles:

answer=""

do while (answer-="D" & answer-="C")
say "[D]elsta files or [C]lancel?”
parse pull answer

answer=upper (answer)

salect
when answer='D’ then call DeleteFiles()
when answer='C’ them return

and

return

! DeletePiles:

angwer=""

confirm="Y"

do while (answer-="A" & answer-="C7)
say "Delste [A]ll or [Clonfirm sach ona?”
parse pull answer
answar=uppar (Answar)

and

call open(infile,"t:report”,'r’)
do n=1 to number
file=readln(infila)
data=’'delete ‘| |d2c(34)||file||d2c(34)

if (answer="C") then

do
confirm=" "
do while {(confirm~="Y" & confirm-="N" &
confirm~="Q")
say "Delete ™ || file || ™ [Ylea, [Nlo,
i [Qluit?~
parse pull confirm
H confirm=upper (confirm)
end
end

if (confirm="Y*) them interpret(data)
if (confirm="Q") then leave

end
call close(infile)
return
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Frequently Asked Questions

With all this uncertainty hanging in
the air, is there any point to it all?
Yes. And here’'s some reasons why.

BA. The Amiga is still an excel
lent home computer. Easy to use
and reliable, it's cheap, easily
expanded and works with any
colour television. The Amiga is still
the best way to get into fields
such as desktop video and music:
it can do both right "out of the
box’ with no extra hardware
required. With software packages
such as Final Writer, WordWorth,
Draw Studio and Art Effect, it

can compare very favourably to
application software running on
other platforms.

The Amiga also has a vibrant
shareware and public domain soft-
ware scene. With resources such
as the Aminet, there 15 no way
you'll run out of new and interest-
ing programs to use on the
Amiga. The Intermnet has also
allowed Amiga users to get
together and chat, which means
there is always a large and popu-
lar Amiga crowd to chat with.

B Q. How does the

Amiga Operating System
compare to Windows "957

BA. In many ways, the Amiga
Operating System is considerably
better than Windows "95. It's a lot
more compact for a start and it's
possible to own an Amiga with
only 2Mb of RAM and a single
floppy disk drive and still get work
done. By contrast, an entry level
PC now features 16Mb of memo-
ry. an 133MHz Pentium and a 1Gb
hard drive.

The Amiga OS is also very fast
and supports superb multitasking

features. Tying the OS5 to the
Amiga hardware makes it possible
to perform such tricks as drag-
ging and flicking screens: some-
thing not possible on the PC. The
Amiga also comes with ARexx, a
powerful scripting language which
can be used to link application
programs together. There is still
nothing quite like this on the PC.

There are flaws of course:
Windows includes reliable and
invisible Virtual Memory as
standard, as well as support for
networks and the Internet. It's
also easier to upgrade separate
components such as the graphics
or sound system.

B Q. How does the
Amiga hardware compare
to that of the PC?

BA. It cannot be denied that the
years have not been kind to the
Amiga. The raw processing power
of the PC and constant develop-
ment of graphics cards mean that
impressive games like Quake are
possible. The new generation of
3D graphics cards will make more
games possible. All this hardware
does have its price of course: and
an all singing-all dancing PC for
playing state-of-the-art games will
cost considerably more than the
combined priced of an A1200 and
a PlayStation or Nintendo 64.

BQ. Do | really need to
upgrade to a PC?

BA. No, of course you don't. All
your existing Amiga software will
still work, regardless of how many
copies of Microsoft Word are
sold. If you have an Amiga with

an 030 (or even an 020) and 4 or
8Mb of extra memory, you need a
very quick PC before a program
such as Word will work as quickly.

If you buy a PC, you will need
to be prepared to upgrade it regu-
larly: unlike the Amiga, PC's date
extremely quickly. By the time you
read this, there is every chance
that the Pentium processor itself
will be out of date and you would
be expected to buy a new
Pentium MMX chip.

The same goes for memory
and hard disk space. Whilst 8Mb
on a Amiga is plenty, you need
16, 32Mb or more on a PC for
the same results. If you bought a
PC with a 75SMHz Pentium last
year, you'll find it's too slow
for most games and large
applications now.

EQ. What about a new
Apple Macintosh?

BA. Apples look smart, but
they are still very expensive.
Unlike an Amiga (or even a PC)
you cannot buy a cheaper model
and upgrade in stages. The oper-
ating system is closer to the
Amiga's than the PC’s (if you can
cope with a single mouse button)
although you'll miss features such
as the Shell and being able to
obtain shareware or inexpensive
application software. Apple as a
company are currently undergoing
big changes, with acquisitions
such as the NeXT Step Operating
System, so who knows what the
next generation of Apple comput-
ers will look like, or what software
they will run.

RQ. What about the
future of the Amiga?
Does it have one?

BA. Although the VIScorp deal
seems to have fallen through,
there are still plenty of other

interested parties looking at the
Amiga. If new Amigas are to
appear, there are several options.
Either the Amiga could live
through the continued use of
Motorola 68060°'s processors, or
the OS could be resurrected on
some new hardware (such as the
proposed Phaseb system). This
could incorporate a PowerPC
processor (the same as used in
the Apple systems which is
renowned for being nippy and a
good 680x0 emulation) and cus-
tom hardware for controlling
graphics and sound. Hardware
has come a long way since the
1980°s when the Amiga's custom
chipset was first designed: a sys-
tem designed from scratch would
be able to deal with 3D textures
and realtime full motion video as
easily as the Amiga deals with
the Copper.

The Amiga Operating System
will certainly not be forgotten: to
many people it's more important
than the Amiga hardware. As
proved by PC programs such as
"UAE’, the OS can be run on other
platforms and this will ensure
than the Amiga Workbench and
Amiga applications will still be
used many years from now.

BQ. Shouid | still spend
money on my Amiga?

BAL If you intend to continue
to use your Amiga, there is no
reason not to. Recent software
releases are excellent, and
extremely good value for money -
especially when compared to
applications on rival platforms.
When it comes to spending
money on hardware you might be
more than a little cautious: but
remember, if you buy a SIMM, a
printer, an IDE hard drive, a CD-
ROM, ZIP or JAZ drive that these
can all be used with a PC too. B

John Kennedy




CD32 queries,
ParNET and
various other
CD-ROM-

related problems.

All about
upﬂﬂdhﬂ RAM,
operating

systems
and processors.

Plug-in hardware
of any kind:
scanners, disk
drives etc.

Answers to
queries on
particular pieces
of software.

Music, sampling,
MIDI and any-
thing that makes
a loud noise.

Miscellaneous
tools to keep
your Amiga run-
ning smoothly.

Form-feeds,
page-breaks,
preferences and
lots, lots more!

Monitors, TVs,
maodulators,
screen-modes
and all that stuff.

Pixels, sprites,
animation,
pictures. In
one small
word: graphics.

Spreadsheets,
databases,

organisers,
accounts ...

Everything

you need
answering about
the Internet

Not everything
fits into a
pigeonhole, but
anything you like
fits in here.

>
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Tower critical!

| have an A1200
with an internal
3.5" Quantum
Lightening 365
Mb IDE hard
drive. In the near
future | would like to buy a CD-
ROM such as the 8x Samsung
IDE. | have just bought a tower
with 200 watt PSU and internal
cables. | want to put the CD-
ROM into the tower. Bearing in
mind the possible power supply
problems if | fit a 50MHz acceler-
ator in the future ...

1. Which is the best option? To
remove the hard drive and use it
with the Alfa Quatro in the tower
with the CD-ROM or leave the
hard drive in the A1200 along
with the Alfa Quatro and take

an IDE lead to the tower for the
CD-ROMY

2. If the hard drive is put in the
tower does it matter if it is put on
its side rather than flat.

3. Is 300mm a 'safe’ maximum
length for an IDE cable?

A. Robinson, Hayle, Cornwall.

First of all, thanks to Gordon Moss,
Ryan Morgan, Greg Fox, Mr. PA.
Burgess, Norman Haigh, Derek
Gascoine and many others who have
also written in on the subject of tow-
ers cases. It looks like we will be
going ahead with a feature on DIY
fower conversions.

Correspondents seem to be
expressing most interest so far in
using a mini tower to hold CD-ROM
drives and hard drives, like A.
Robinson, but we would like to take
if a step further and look into fitting
the AI1200 motherboard into the
case, maybe even Eorro slot expan-
sion. Keep your comments coming
in. In the meantime, we are going to

Andrew lives in north
London and is versed
on everything Amiga.
His chosen topics are
hardware and utilities.
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answer A. Robinson’s letter as it
seems fairly representative of the
letters thiat we've been receiving.

I. Don't move the hard drive if you
don't have to, although 3.5" drives
can be guite a load on your power
supply. Moving vour drive means
the power can be supplied from the
tower PSU, leaving your computer’s
PSU unburdened.

2. Modern hard drives can take all
sorts of rough treatment. However it
is best to avoid putting it on iis side
especially if you have a CD-ROM in
the tower oo as your discs will keep
Sfalling out.

1. Oh dear, a confentious issue.
Various people have wriften in con-
cerned aboui IDE cable lengths and
the safety of unbuffered interfaces.
We use an A1200 in a tower with
about 600mm of IDE cable connect-
ing a hard drive and a CD-ROM
without any problems whatsoever.
To address the more technical
issues, yes, the AI200 has an
unbuffered interface, and if you
want to be totally secure go for a
buffered splitter, it's safe and will
allow you to connect additional
devices too. Stories of exploding
CPUs are undoubiedly exaggerated
— I haven’t heard of a single case
and it seems unlikely. I'd expect
problems with unbuffered interfaces
and long cable lengths to lie in
capacifive loading leading to unreli-
ability rather than CPU death. In
practice keeping cable lengths to not
much over half a metre is OK,

if only ...

What is the differ-
ence between a
£40 internal disk
drive for the
81200 and a £16
drive for a PC? |
have just fitted a new disk drive
and it looks very much like a PC

And it's a very warm welcome to CU
Amiga Magazine’'s version of Master
mind. Please give a big hand to your
contestants Mr Andrew Korn and Mr
Mat Bettinson. Tonight's subject is the
Amiga, from 1985 to the present.

An ex-technical engineer,
Mat specialises in the
Internet: what it is, what
it does and what it has to
do with the Amiga.

one. It even had the HD detector
switch. What is stopping

the Amiga from formatting at a
higher density?

W.G.Hall, Bishopsgarth,
Stockton.

The Amiga expects the disk drive to
tell it things when if boois up and
when a disk is changed; PC drives
don't do this. An interface can be
built with a few flip-flops and gates,
but it's a lot of work for what will
save you very little in the end. HD
[floppies are harder work — in
addition to the above you will need
to halve the motor speed which
means replacing the oscillator crys-
tal and ... look, just buy an Amiga
HD drive instead. Sorry.

A500+CD32=?

For the past four
years | have been
the proud owner
of an Amiga 500
with the AB01
Mmemory expar-
sion unit. It has been adequate
for my purposes thus far, but |
now wish to upgrade to a new
system, mainly to have access to
the large treasury of software
available on CD-ROM in addition
to the advanced AGA graphics
and the latest Workbench. The
Eyetech SX32 Combo Pack
seems to be a very attractive
upgrade option. | would be oblig-
ed if you would enlighten me on
the following:

1. What is the difference
between the SX32 and the

SX32 Pro?

2. What are the advantages of
this Combo Pack as compared 1o
an A1200 with similar specifica-
tions and a CD-ROM drive.?

3. What would be the best way
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to connect my AS00 to a CD327
4. Is it possible to use the key-
board and disk drive of my ABDD
with a CD32 in order to convert it
into a fully-fledged, up and run-
ning A1200?

5. Is the AB70 CD-ROM drive

still available and did it require
any modifications?

Samir Bharadwaj, Sultanate
of Oman,.

A lot of readers are tempted by the
notion of upgrading a CD32 to turn
it into a CD-ROM equipped AGA
super machine. It isn't all that
straightforward and it doesn’t work
out all that cheap.

I. The primary difference is that the

S5X32Pro has a faster processor in if,

while the SX32 has no facility for
changing processor,

2, The differences are small, The
Al200 won’t cope with some CD32
games, but is more expandable.

3. The CD32 S-port, from Marpet
developments (01423 712600) is
probably your best bet. It's just fast
enough to get away with using the
CD32 as a CD-ROM drive but don'i
expect it to give your ASO0 access to
the CD32°s 68020 processor.

4. No. If you want to turn a CD32
into a full AGA computer, vou'll
have to go the SX32 route or buy an
A0 and CD-ROM. A500 + CD32
does not an A1200 make.

5. The A570 plugged straight into
the AS00 with no modifications but
it did require 052.0 or greater. |
haven’t seen one on sale for ages,
but Golden Image (0181 900 929]1)
will sell you an A500 CD-ROM if
Yyou wani one.

Windows

1. How much
would it cost and
how could | run
Windows on my
ABOQ? I've tried to
balance the pros
and cons of buying a PC or just
an emulator.

2. I'd also like to ask what are
those Zippo drives you plug into
the side of an Amiga?

3. Would | benefit from buying a
hard drive or a CD-ROM? If so
how many Mb of RAM should |
get or what speed should the CD-
ROM be?.

4. Could | use the Internet and

is there anything for the AB00

to speed it up, something like the
Viper, for example?

Brett Edwards, London.

1. The best way of running PC saft-
ware is on a PC. If you want a
PC/Amiga combo, talk to HiQ about

their Siamese system. Software emu-
lation in the form of PCTask 4.0
(£69.99, from Wizard, tel.: 01322-
527800) and the forthcoming PCx
works wonders these days but they
are too slow for serious use.
2. Hmm. If you plug a Zippo into
Yyour Amiga you will set fire to your
PCMCIA port; Zippos are refillable
lighters. I guess you mean either
Zappo, an old PCMCIA hard
drive/CD-ROM controller, or ZIP,
the mass storage device from
TOMEGA, which most users plug,
via a SCSI interface such as the
squirrel into the PCMCIA slot. ZIP
drives are fast, barely slower than a
hard drive, store 100Mb on a £15
disk and are as robust as a floppy.
Top devices.
3. Yes! Hard drives may sound to
those who haven’t used them like a
minor convenience, but buy one and
Yyou will never regret it. They cost
very little now and we cannot over
emphasise how much easier and bet-
ter it makes using a computer.
CD-ROM drives are great, main-
Iy because they allow you to use our
amazing CUCD-ROMs every month,
which is kind of like getting 700 odd
foppies mounted on the cover only
quicker and a lot less heavy, but if
you don't have a hard drive, save up
and buy one as soon as possible,
You will thank us.
4. Yes, and Yes. It is called the
Apollo 620, and we gave it 91%
when we reviewed it a year ago.
Shop around for best price or call
Visage on 0115 9444500,

Hole in my GIF
| have recently
joined the
‘Information
Superhighway’
and am making
my own pages. |
need to make transparent GIFs
(GIF89a or something?), however
| can't find a way to do this on
my Amiga 1200 (WB3.0, 2+4Mb
RAM, 2.1Gb HD).

I've read about loaders/savers
that allow you to do this for vari-
ous software e.g. PPaint, but |
can't find such software any-
where. | own PPaint 6.4 and
Photogenics 1.2, if that's of
any help.

Adam Smolarczyk,
adam_s@australiamail.com

PPaint is a great tool for producing
artwork for Web pages but the GIF
loader is not included in PPaint 6.4.
GIFs are a proprietary datatype
and commercial use has fo be paid
for = hence Cloanto supply the GIF
loader as PD rather than with

the release.

However, GIFs “owners’,
Unisys, are coming down on this
too, so yvour best bet is either to
upgrade to the brilliant PPaint 7
which has GIF support, or use a
graphics conversion utility such as
Ultraconvert, which will convert
IFFs and Anims to GIFs and
AnimGIFs with fransparency.

17" too big?

- | currently own an
Amiga 1200 with
6Mb RAM, 210
Mb hard disk and
50MHz ‘030 accel-
erator. | am now
seriously considering upgrading
my Amiga again and would appre-
ciate your help.

1. In the August 96 issue of CL,
there was a review of the
Microvitec M1764 17" monitor,
Is there a 14 or 15" version of
this rhonitor?

2. | am going to buy a CD-ROM
drive and later a tower case with
Zorro slots for my machine but
am unsure which CD-ROM drive
to buy. Which ones would quite
happily waork with my standard
A1200 and could at a latter date
be placed into a tower case?

3. By how much will an FPU
speed up packages such as
Imagine 47

4. Are there any plans to run C+ +
tutorials in futare issues of CU
Amiga Magazine?

Christopher Caleb, The Republic
of Email.

1. Microvitec do produce a 14" moni-
tor, the 1438, although it is not a
smaller version of the 1764. However,
it is a good multi-sync monitor for
use with video modes and graphics
cards, It lacks the excellent digital
screen mode controls of the 1764 but
is still highly recommended.

2. Any 100% ATAPI standard IDE
drive will work.

3. A lot. An FPU can actually make
significantly more difference to
maths intensive software such as
Imagine than a CPU upgrade.

4. A few readers have expressed an
interest in this idea recently, we'll
look into it.

My own game

| recently designed
a space strategy
game and was
hoping you

could give me
some advice:

1. | was thinking of sending the
design to a software company for
evaluation; how detailed would
the design need to be?

2. How would you recommend |
copyright my game?

3. Which software company
should | send the design to?

4. |f the design is accepted and
published, what sort of royalty
would | get?

5. What are the chances of a
design from someone outside the
company being accepted in the
current Amiga market?

M. Smith, Bramley, Leeds.

1. Oddly, not too detailed! If you send
100 pages of designs, no-one will
have time to look at it. Your first
leiter should contain just enough
detail to give a good idea of what the
game is about and to intrigue the
software company enough that they
wani to contact you fo find out more,
and no longer.

2. As soon as you write something,
you have copyright. To protect your
copyright, post a copy by registered
mail to yourself before you post it
to anyone else and make sure you
keep the envelope sealed.

3. Look for companies still active
on the Amiga, whose products

are close but not too similar to

vour idea.

4. This depends on the individual
company, how many people are
required to work on the project, and
how complex the coding, graphics
and sound are, and so on. If you are
worried about being ripped off, look
Sfor a software agent to negotiate
your confracy.

5. There aren’t a lot of Amiga games
being produced these days, so the
demand for designers isn't high. You
may have more luck if you go to a
saftware house which converts to
other systems as well. However, there
will always be interest in a design
good enough to be the next Worms. B

Send your Q&A problems to ...

You can send your technical problems [or answers

- Ed]

to CU Amiga by the following means

By letter to

Email
r"H:'l 5 ':..1 PLEASE We r+'l_;r-=t that we can’t nn.p ond to

..|r'r1;.|-p don't ha ve time to answer LhE thousan

Responses are only available through the pa
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CHRISTMAS SPECIAL OFFER

Special offer any 101 games pack
1, 2, or 3 for only £E7 when ordered

with 10 or more disks
Valid only with this token. This offer cannot be
used with the free disk or free moUuse mat offer
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Don’t be shy, find your voice amongst the thousands
of Amiga owners out there. Write in to Backchat and
get yourself and your views noticed.

Brainwashed
Having read January's issue of
CU Amiga Magazine, | just had to
write in to agree with James
Pullens’ comments (letter of the
month). The Amiga must shout
out. It is losing ground rapidly

shouting about how good it is.
The Amiga is a powerful machine
especially for us home users. As
has been stated and no doubt
time and time again will be said it
can do what any PC can do. If
people can be lead away so easi-
Iy then the Amiga must be in
there doing battle with the PC. So
let's see some brainwashing for
the Amiga.

Keith McMaster,
East Yorkshire.

We try and do our best, really we do.

Not brainwashing mind, Keith but in
keeping people informed about just
how great the Amiga is. Maybe we

. may see some form of advertising

i Jor the Amiga in the near future. So,
. fingers crossed.

because there is no one out there | Sl'loppod
; Though | think your section shop-

again
pers corner where you name
stores which stock Amiga pro-

these times when its s0 hard to
get Amiga software in the high
street, | do think you should check
up more on the information given
to you. For example, in January's
edition you mention a few shops
in Wood Green which claimed to
have Amiga software but they
don't. Multimedia Discount Shop:
this does have a small Amiga
game section (about 13 games)
most of which are either old or
compilations as

By GARY LARSON

cpposed to about 200
PC games/programs. |

e

— | wouldn't travel any dis-
lg tance to get games
from here. Tandy: they
have a kind of bargain
bin and have absolute-
ly no Amiga software
there anymaore.
WHSmith: again, they
used to have, but this
was a long time ago,
there is NO Amiga
software there at all.
The place your most

likely to acquire Amiga
games is called
Shekhana Computers
and Communications.
Its next to the video
shop opposite the
bingo hall at Wood
Green. They have

“You mustbe naw hore! ... That's Miss Crutchfield, and
she's there to make sure nobody nins with scissors.”

about 40 titles there.
The newest being
Warms, though most

of them were pretty old Hit Squad
re-releases.

4

Desmond

: Anglin, London.

Thank you for vour commenis

. Desmond. The list you mention was
- compiled by us and based on

. research we carried out ourselves

. guite a long time ago. These were
grams is a good idea, especially in :
¢ section so we accept that the level of
. service may have changed. However,
¢ we have introduced a more detailed

. service whereby readers send in

included to kick off our new listings

their commenis 5o you get a more up
to date picture (see column far
right). This service will be

updated every six months to keep it
currently relevant. Hope that
answers your query and you got a
free plug for Shekhana Computers.

Suspect survey

. | picked up your January issue

i from my local Amiga dealer and

: noticed a survey form in there. |

: thought | might answer this sur-
: vey, but could not find the form

. on the CD. Surely you don't

i expect us to type it all in do you?
: Of course readers in the UK will

- probably just write their answers
: on the form and post it in, but

. that would be much more expen-

sive for us over here on the other
side of the world. Whereas Email
is only a cent or two...

If the survey form is on the
CD, could you tell us the path to
the file? Getting onto specific
questions | found one to be par-
ticularly strange - the one about If
| bought a IBM PC, how soon

¢ would | stop reading CU Amiga.

Maybe you don't realise it, but
not every Amiga owner that buys

: a PC does so to replace their
: Amiga. In fact | bought a PC

Backchat

: clone two years ago, for work

purposes. This does not mean |

: use my Amiga any less, or stop
. buying Amiga magazines.

The Amiga is a hobby, and |

- enjoy using it (well them actually,

. | have a 1200 and a B2000.) The

- same cannot be said for the PC. |

. have been using an Amiga for the

. last 10 and a half years and will

. probably continue to do so for
the next 10 years, and will contin-

i ue buying your magazine (as long

as | can get the CD version).

Of course like any of thesa
surveys, a lot of the questions
are for your advertisers benefit,
rather than anything to do with
the magazine or Amigas or even
computing as a whole. | can't sea
what relevance the consumption
of alcohol is (| am a Baha'i, | don'
drink alcohol) but | hope you

: don't intend to have alcohol
¢ advertising in your magazine.

Ross Deeley, USA.

: You're right, there was an awful lot
" in that survey to fill in. Directives

i from ‘above’ came te us at a very
 late date that a survey was going fo
. be included with that issue, and

. because of the timing of this deci-

sion it was not quite to our liking
(handled by a different department
from the normal editorial team).

We did actually have a version of
that survey on our Web site for a
time and got lots of useful feedback
Jrom that, We'll continue to put
other much smaller occasional ques-
tionnaires on the Web site, so drop
in every now and then to see what's
up (www.cu-amiga.co.uk).

Most of those ‘lifestyle’ questions
are indeed posed to see if it's worth-

i while for companies outside of the
: Amiga scene to take adverfising
: space in CU Amiga.

We'll be publishing the results of

: that survey and the survey carried

: out on the Web site in a forthcoming
* issue (at the time of writing the

¢ resulls are being compiled, so we

- should be able to bring them to you

. mext issue). It will be interesting to

. see how many people said they
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The beast is here
So its finally arrived: the new computer that
will save the Amiga users from the current
situation! We should all thank the mighty
Phase 5 for bringing us what we have been
looking for years. Does this means that the

letter of the menth Amig; s saved? | think not. In fact, it would
be wrong to say that the A\Box is just the

new Amiga. The A\Box has almost nothing to do with it! Wasn't
that what we had been waiting for? Something totally new. We
know that the Amiga has come to its maximum potential with the

080 accelerators and | think that adding new processors to the old

technology (eg PPC) is not a good solution. They could end up like

PCs: just plain old boosted technology.

The A\Box is really the next BIG step for us ... If Phase 5 does-
n't screw upl We all know what happens when a new computer is
sold: all sorts of questions come to mind: should | buy it? Will it
be supported for a long time? Will there be any software?

| implore Phase & to allow maximum Amiga emulation on his
new machine. This is really important because being unable to
use old Amiga software could stop people from buying. Also it is

crucial to ensure that some 'basic’ software is available
when the A\Box comes out. Not really games
(although it surely could help), but
. development software like an adapt-
. ed C language, a music creation
\ tool (SoundStudio2?), a graphic
package (DPaint VI?), a raytracer,
4 maybe a multimedia show
maker (Scala 57), etc ...
because | swear won't buy a
machine on which | can't cre-
i ate, and that's the reason |
bought an Amiga and not a
PC! So the Amiga as we
know it will probably sur-
vive, as it is now thanks to
Amiga enthusiasts and to
Public Domain (thanks
Aminet!).The A\Box really
represents the new break-
through in terms of tech-
nology but also as a
commercially viable
product. | have my
fingers crossed ...

| Diego Pappalardo,
*. Emailand.

Well it hasn’t quite arrived yet but we were so excited about it that we
had to tell the world. As you say, it’s not actually an Amiga, but it’s what
we have been waiting for. The Amiga scene is loyal, but those involved
in it know what they want: a cutting edge affordable creative computer
platform. As an Amiga magazine it might seem sirange that we are
pushing a non-Amiga platform when others are singing the praises of
other proposed official Amigas, but we have a duty to give our reader-
ship honest, informed opinion. Let’s hope this Ppioneering work from
Phase 5 shakes up the ideas over at QuikPak, who currently seem to
have a less realistic line up of new Amigas.

would like to see more dogs and
cals in the magazine, as asked by
one guestion!

Lynx footy

In the November issue, the site of
the month in your comms section
was the Carling Premiership site.
This site is wonderful if you have
@ graphical browser. But if there

are people out there who use

¢ Alynx extensively, a Lynx friendly
site for UK soccer results is
http://soccernet.com.

John Tomie, Melbourne,
Australia. Email: atom@net-
space.net.au

CU and UK footy fans thank you.

) s S s s S s e

Come and get it
The following is a listing of recommended stockists who supply

Amiga products. If you don't see your favourite shop in here, please
fill out the form below and send it in to us.

GRADFORD: GAME, 4 Darley, Bradford , West Yorkshire. Tel: 01274 305055, (Games,
utilities, CD32s.) * B W

EASTEORNE: Electronics Boutique, Eastborne Amdale Centre. (Games, accessories)
w**HENR

EXETER: Electronics Boutigue, High Street, Exeter, Devon. (games, utilities, educa-
tional software and accessories). %4 B W

INVERNESS: Electronics Boutique, Eastgate Centre, Inverness. Tel: 01463 716 464,
(Games, accessories %+ W W B

LINCOLN: Micropoint, Sincil St, Linceln (games and repairs) %+ W

MANCHESTER: Classic Video, 11 Deansgate, Greater Manchester. Tel: 0161 723
1638. (Software, CDs, CD32, floppies, PD, hardware accessories.) - I W W

NEWCASTLE: GAME, Eldon Square, Newcastle, Northumberland. Tel: 0191 274 7321.
(Games, programs, CDs, magazines and books). %+ I I B

NORTHAMPTON: Direct Software, 166 Birchfield Road East MorthaMpton Tel; 01604
722 499, (Tons and tons of software) *%+ HE N

PLYMOUTH: GAME, Plymouth. (games, joypads, joysticks). % Bl I

ROTHERHAM: Micre Fun, The Guardian Centre, Retherham South Yorkshire. Tel: 01709
36000. {Games including CD32 stuff, CD-ROMs, A1200s, hard drives including a
free fitting service). %+ M E W

SOUTHAMPTON: Digital Dasis, 95 Victoria Road, Woolston, Southampton, Hants.
(Secondhand Amiga programs, hardware, PD Library, blank discs). %+ H W
Game: 12 Bargate, Southampton, Hants. Tel: 01703 237771, % E W

* quantity of goods available. #very little ##average W #kmountains
W quality of service. Mlpoor EMgood MMM excellent

For this month’s entries thanks to: Wayne Pyram, Lincoln. Gareth Murfin,
Newcastle. Dave Enfield, Southampton. Charlie Penny, Hants. Andrew Firtzgerald,
Rotherham. Jason Hill, Comwall. Stephen Wolstenholme, West Yorkshire. MJ Kay,
Bolton. Colin Kennedy, Isle of Lewis. Martin Dan, East Sussex. Graham Hamilton,
Devon. Ken Smith, Lancashire.

Previous entries include:

Crewe High Street Micros

Dencaster The Computer Store

Leicestershire Microgenesis

London HMV (Oxford Street), Multimedia Discount Shop (Woodgreen)
Liverpael Game

Luton Beatties, Electronic Boutique, Tandy, Silica (Debenhams)
Manchester Boots (Amdale Shopping Centre), WHSmith (Amdale Shopping Centre),
HMV, Game

Meadowhall Game, Virtual Reality

Middleshorough Chips Computers

Pantrefract Microtron

Sheffield Game

Southport Screen Arts (Eastbank Strest)

Torquay Multimedia

Ouality of service:

2 Poar 2 Good [ Excellent

Thank you for taking the time out to fill in this form. Help keep the Amiga alive.
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by Tony Horgan
This month you're one big step
closer to being able to master your

66 With a single blank CD setting you
back about a fiver, DIY CD production is
maanidnﬂhnﬂ:hm,,

own audio CDs from your Amiga,
thanks to this month's excellent
SoundStudio cover mount.

Who knows? Maybe we're on the
brink of fawning a whole cottage
industry of people producing music
from their bedrooms on their Amiga,
cutting their own CDs and then
perhaps selling them direct to the
market themselves, cutting out the
middleman all together.

Perhaps it's long way off until this
is a reality but until very recently
mastering your own music CDs was
out of the question. CD audio writing
"'machines’ would cost thousands of
pounds and were only available from
a select few professional audio
shops. Now you can get a CD-ROM
drive that also writes CDs for
around £300! With a single blank CD
setting you back about a fiver, DIY
CD production is now a solid
affordable reality.

This is one of those little techno-
logical revolutions that seems to
creep up and then suddenly jump out
at an unsuspecting public.

For computer-based musicians
this is as big a step forward as the

by Lisa Caollins

The Amiga is supposed to be the ulti-
mate home computer: cheap and
well catered for in terms of software

computers are used for? Yes education.
Hutwlnru‘sﬂﬂnmfm'n?,,

for games, word processing, DTP
graphics and music. Hang on, isn't
there another area that home com-
puters are used for? Yes, education.
But where's all the software?

Generalisations can be annoying
but more often than not, there is a
grain of truth in them. Generally
speaking, most home computers are
bought by parents to do a bit of home
accounting, word processing and so
on while the kids can use it to play
games and help with their homework.
And in today's climate children need
all the help they can get in trying to
educate themselves.

We are supposed to be in the
technological era, our children are
meant to be reciting binary in their
sleep and surfing the Net for their
recreation time.

So where is all the Amiga's educa-
tional software? There just isn't any,
at least nothing much appeared in
the last couple of years. Correct me
if I'm wrong but | only know of
Guildhall's “Ten Out of Ten' educa-
tional range and some encyclopedia
from Epic. Hardly, enough material to

emergence of MIDI and even
sampling. A musician on a budget
can now press up commercial quality
CDs with nothing more than a com-
puter. No mixer, no keyboards, no
effects units, in fact none of that tra-
ditional outboard gear is actually
required any more.

Compared to mastering to DAT,
cutting a CD is infinitely more useful.
Apart from studios and record
company HOs, who do you know
that actually has a DAT player? Now
compare that to how many people
you know in possession of a CD
player. What format would you
rather use?

If you still think there's a catch,
you're still convinced this can't quite
be true, think again. You don’t even
need a 16-bit sound card or a fast
Amiga. With a CD-writer (doubling as
a conventional CD-ROM of course)
and SoundStudio, all you need is any
Workbench 2 or more recent Amiga,
a couple of megs of RAM, a hard
drive and some CD writing software
— that's it! Now if that's not a techno-
logical revolution then | don't know
what is.

formulate young Einsteins let alone
give a helping hand with the basics
of the three Rs or anything as taxing
as learning a new language.

Perhaps the advent of the Internet
taking off has replaced the need for
children to have educational software
as they can find out most information
they want here, once they've sifted
through all the other irrelevant mater-
ial that the Net seems to be
crammed full of.

However, not every child has
access to a modem. PC software
manufacturers recognise this and
have the market well sussed. There
are copious amounts of learning and
educational material available for the
PC. There is even a new magazine
coming out dedicated just to chil-
dren's educational software on the
PC, so the demand is there.

| don't know the real reasons why
there isn't any educational software
available for the Amiga (opinions are
welcomed an can be sent in to me at
the usual address) but | do know that
it is an opportunity is being missed
out on. Please rectify.l



Bl

uality

0
t tra-

AT,
seful.

Jow

one
axing

ternet
d for

nation
fted
mater-

ine

1S are

by Mat Bettinson
We find ourselves in much the same
situation as before: yet another
company looking to take over owner-
ship of the Amiga and manufacture
them once again.

However, this time the situation is
a lot different and we are in the more
fortunate situation of instead of hav-
ing more than one major contender.
This puts us in a better position than
solely relying on one saviour for
the Amiga. As we have unfortunately
discovered to our disappointment in
the past relying on one saving light is
not a good idea.

Most of these contenders are

by Andrew Korn

With computing now so much a part
of our culture, it had to happen. There
has been the odd cheesy Space
Invaders inspired trash-pop track in
the lower reaches of the charts
before, but White Room's ‘Abort.
Retry, Fail' which has just reached
number 1, is as far as | remember the

actually either producing machines
or planning to produce something
resembling an Amiga so again this
is welcome news.

However, they all appear to be
coming from different angles when it
comes to their vision of the way
forward for the Amiga.

So what exactly is the current
situation as it stands and how is it
different from what we have
seen before?

Firstly QuikPak are actually a
manufacturing company. Already
they are making promises about
releasing new up-spec Amigas, you
know, the kind we said Commodore
should have released several
years ago.

Coupled with promises of new
machines, QuikPak have gone on
record as saying they're looking to
the incredibly powerful Dec Alpha
RISC chip instead of the Motorola
PowerPC.

However, the drawback with this
is that it's too expensive for the low-
end market, so low-end machines
will continue to be 680x0 based. This
philosophy goes against previous
wisdom and makes the gap between
the Phase 5 PowerUp and A\BOX
yet wider.

It's Phase 5 which is the second
major difference this time around.
Even though they may not be in the
running for ownership of the Amiga

A e

first song to use the language of
computing as a mode of semiotic
discourse. What this means in plain
English, is that computing has
entered public consciousness to such
a degree that a phrase which derives
from computing can be successfully
used to parallel an emotional idea, in
this case the parallel being the lack of
communication between two people
and the lack of communication
between a human and a PC.

The phrase Abort, Retry, Fail’ is
one people who used PCs in the bad
old days will find spine chillingly
familiar. Anyone who first experi-
enced PCs in the days before
Windows "95 actually made the PC a
useable GUI based machine
(Windows 3.1 was too painful to use,
you really had to stick to MS-DOS if
you wanted the machine to do any-
thing) will have, somewhere on their
souls, a little scar marked ‘Abort,
Retry, Fail".

The first time you came across
this little seemingly harmless group-
ing of words was usually when you
tried to change directory to a volume

POINTS OF VIEW

€6 The market isn’t big enough for all of
yYou, for Pete’s sake get together and try

itself, no-one can deny that they've
done more to take the Amiga forward
than any other company. Indeed they
would appear to be the only hope for
a true next generation Amiga before
the next Millennium.

So we find the next probable com-
pany to own the Amiga will produce
Amigas as we know them (and is
already doing so) albeit more expen-
sively and with some half reasonable
specifications at last. o o ah

Meanwhile Phase 5 are set to
release the PowerUp to the Amiga
market — something that will be suc-
cessful and which surely QuikPak
can't ignore with reference to their
Dec Alpha statements.

ProDAD are also working on a
platform-independent Amiga0S style
operating system which is a funda-
mentally great idea although Phase 5
are doing the same and QuikPak will
presumably port AmigaOS to the
Dec Alpha.

Lord have mercy, this is insanel
The market isn't big enough for all of
you, for Pete’s sake get together and
try to organise some common
ground for ALL our sakesil

“mmmmmiﬂm

people who used PCs in the bad oid

days will find spine chillingly familiar. 99

that didn’t exist. First you would
Retry. Maybe it had just gone a little
wrong. But no, it just asked you
Abort, Retry, or Fail again. What next?
Time to give up, tell it to abort. Uh-
uh. Try that and what does it say?
Abort, Retry, or Fail?

If you are new to computing, Fail
sounds a little drastic, maybe even
dangerous, you don't know what
damage you might do. You just want 2
out, to abort, 50 you type A again. No :."".'"t':.,.
luck. You start to get wound up, ham-  Sulf
mering the A key, yelling at the
machine, begging the little $%#&! to
understand what you are telling it to
do. Eventually, with fear and trepida-
tion, and not a little desperation, you
hit F for fail.

Cz>_

Maybe computers are more

human than we thought. |
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Sowrce Code: CD edition DO ediven Rest of World Air mail Disk version B CD version [ ]
Offer Codes: & month CB edithon DD editian
12 meath CD edition DO editien
POSTAL APPLICATIONS Titie (Mr/Mrs/Ms) First Name
From UK outy: CU Amiga Wagazioe, Sobscriptions department, EMAP
Consumer Magarines, FREEPOST (LES 931) Lescester LERT 448 smlll iy
Fram Overseas: CU Amiga Magarme, Subscriptions department, EMAP
Comsumer Maganiwes. Tower Putthshing, Lemcester LEST 448, UK
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SYSTEMS

\ : NEW LOW PRICES - @ * EX PI.OSI ﬂ"
NEW CinemadD V3 ..ccccvciinnnnen. £199.95
NEW CinemaFONT . TWENTY THOUSAND
E WEB-PAGE SIZED GIFS AND JPEGS
................................ ON TWO COMPACT DISCS
TermiteTCP .... INCLUDES
g 3 i 10,000 Buttons 1,000 Dividers
Disk Magic 2 ., 1y (o ) ! [
. Maxon Magic . iR S 500 Bullets 250 Textures

Media Magic ......

Upper Disk Tools

Hisoft C+ + .......

Hisoft C+ + Lite.

Devpac 3 ...coceeveeies
HighSpeed Pascal .

HiSoft BASIC 2......
Gamesmith .......

Twist 3 Database ...
ProFlight Simulator i
VT e e i T
AR AD Caii nnL
Clarity 16 .......

750 Backgrounds 1,000 Photos
250 Banners 7,000 Clip art images

Compatible with IBrowse
and most other browsers

INCLUDES 120-PAGE
COLOUR/BW MANUAL

IBROWSE infotion
VERSION 1.10
NOW SUPPORTS FRAMES

“Currently the most advanced Amiga
WWW browser..." CUU Amiga Nov 96

VideoMaster AGA ......
VideoMaster AGA RGE .....
ColourMaster .....ccsemsmsnesens £D

SAVE £20 ON THE PRICE OF ANY SQUIRREL WHEN YOU ORDER A ZIP OR CD-ROM DRIVE

SPECIAL OFFER

— llp DIrive finc all extras) sssssessanss £1 59,00
]az Dr"ﬁl‘E [{= 117 | [ —— £449.00
SMD-100 MPEG decoder .. £199.95
Classic Squirrel ..... vee £69.95 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Surf Squirrel ............. e £99.95 .
3 . 1: ED':!:E:: Drive cased) ...... E89.95 "Er& WEaz is puwer !‘% r, ¢
4x CD-ROM Drive icased) .... £129.95 i . 4 .
- 2 CEU R i st = 250095 THE SURIOUS SURPRR'S o 5.
L ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEFPTED Includes IBruHse, Email & FTP E“EI‘I‘B, :
POSTAGE £2, COURIER £4 (NEXT DAY £5) pll! th! FFF'ahlllﬂ' ﬂf IEIMHE “F FREE
: r:#'. JaF SMWD- 100 & CO-ROM ORNYS OV COUWER R SU PF I N
. BODK
[ ] HiSoft Systems NEW ’ WITH
P The Old School S NETRWEB2
Greenfield
Bedford K43 SDE 0000000000000000
: Phone 01525 718181 NET:WEB Tﬁgg::::
e X 01525 713716
— Emall sales@hisoft.co.uk CONNECTION "or
i TR Includes (Bromse, Email & FTP clients
tompatibbe with DEMON Imternet
L -t-ith'-t-----o STUFF
CALL FOR OUR
e — CALL 0500 223 660 FREE COMPETITIVE PRICES

A

HiSoft Systems—Your Safe Passage Through The Jungle A



SERIOUSLY

ECONOMY

ACCELERATOR

ECONOMY BOARD BE-YNSRI Ta VI 3r 0] 0N

68030 Z5MHZ INCLUDING 25MHZRPU . . o c o oo haies

68030 33MHZ INCLUDING 33MBEFFU. .. . .. .. .. ... 0.0
68030 S50MHZ INCLUDING 33MHZ FPU CLOCKED UP TO 50MHZ .£189.95

FALCON BOARDS
FALCON GBO40RC 25MHZ £279.95
MEMORY 5IMMS5

4MB SIMM T2-PIN
BEMEB SIMM T2-PIN
16MB SIMM 72-PIN
32ZMB S5IMM 72-PIN
1x830-PIN
4 x 8 30-PIN

VIPER BOARDS

The Viper 33 can have up to
128ME RAM installed, full
Kickstart remapping, optional
$C5I-1l adaptor, on-board battery
backed clock, 6BBB2 co-processar
option, instruction and data
burst modes.

VIPER 33 MEKII BARE

VIPER 33 MKII 4MB

VIFER 33 MKII 8MB

VIPER 33 MKIl 16ME

VIPER 33 MKII 5C5] ADAP.EGD.!

S PEGEAL

BLIzzARD BoARDs CFFER

68030 50MHz accelerator board with
up to 128MB of RAM installable.

BLIZZARD 50 BARE
BLIZZARD 50 4ME
BLIZZARD 50 BMB
BLIZZARD 50 16ME

CO-PROCES50RS

FPU's complete with crystal.
State for Blizzard compatibility.

Z0MHZ FPU PLCC

33MHZ FPU PLCC

40MHZ FPU PLCC

50MHZ FPU PLCC 79
VIPER MKI| 5C5]1-ADAPTOR £79.95

GVP 68060/68040

A BR060 accelerator board for
the A2000/4000 running at
50MHZ and allowing up to
128mb of use installable memaory
and a 5C51-2 hard disk controller.

AZ000 6B0AD 25MHE
AZ000 BB0OA0 40MHZ
AZ2000 68060 OMB RAM £6 95
A4000 68060 OMB RAM £799.95
4MEBE GVP RAM ADD £159.95

AS500 6BO20EC

A 6BO20EC processor accelerator
card for the AS00 and AS00+,
with an option to fit a 68881
or 68882 co-processor (PLCC
OR PGA). This card can fit up
to 4MB FastRAM and is fully
auto-config. Not compatible
with GVP Hard Drive.

68020EC OME RAM £99.95
BE020EC 4ME RAM £189.95

PRICES INC. VAT

SEE DPS AD FOR ORDER FORM

SPECIAL

X4 SPEED-CD-ROM

TURBO BOARDS

Performance 10 times of a
standard AG00 68020 CPU
clocked at 2BMHZ, 68882 FPU
clocked at 2BMHZ, up to BMB
FastRAM, autoconfigurating.
Socket for 72-pin SIMM,

TURBO 620

Performance 25 times of a
standard A1200. 68040 CPU
with 25MHZ. Up to 3ZMB
FastRAM, autoconfigurating,
socket for 72-pin SIMM.

TURBOQ 1240 25MHZ +8MBE£269.85

FOR THE AMIGA 600/1200

INC.SQUIRREL AND FREE SOFTWARE

=1 719.90

Performance 40 times of a
standard A1200. 68060 CPU
with 50MHZ. Up to 32MB
FastRAM, autoconfigurating,
socket for 72-pin SIMM.

TURBO 1260 S0MHZ +BMBEASS .95

Performance 3 times of a standard
A4000/040. 6B040 CPU with
40MHZ. Up to 12BMEBE FastRAM,
autoconfigurating, 4 sockets
for 72-pin SIMM. Specify desktop
ar tower version.

TURBO 4040 40MHZ £469.95

Performance 4-5 times of a
standard A4000/040, suitable
for the 43000 and A4000. 6B060
CPU with S0MHZ, up to 128Mb
FastRAM, autoconfigurating, 4
sockets for 72-pin SIMM.
Specify desktop or tower version.

TURBO 4060 SOMHZ £699.95

851500

POWER COMPUTING LTD

UNIT 82A SINGER WAY
WOBURN ROAD IND. ESTATE
KEMPSTON MK42 7PU

TEL: 01234 851500
FAX:01234 855400

EMAIL: sales@powerc,
demon.co.uk



